
OKANAGAN 1\1\;; iN Wi\'I'!';it BOAIW

AGENDA

Thursday April 5th? 1973 2:00 P.M.

1. Minutes from meeting of January 24th, 1973~

2. Accounts.

3. Financial Statements for the year ended December 31st, 1972.

4. Appointment of Observers:

a). Thompson - Nicola Regional District - G. Bowers.
b). City of Vernon - Ald. F. Williamson.
c). City of Kelowna - Ald. W.J.C. Kane and N.J. Deck.
d). Regional District of Columbia Shuswap - J.E. Kerr.
e). Corporation of the District of Summerland - Ald. H. Stoll.

5. Correspondence:

(a). V. Raudsepp - Re: Reconsideration of decisions made under Section 13 (6)
of the Pollution Control Act.

(b). Regional District of Central Okanagan - Request for Secretary-Manager to
attend Technical Meetings of Regional Districts when water
quality and quantity are discussed.

(c). View Point Motel - Re: ~'Debris resulting from foreshore dredging.

(d). Ron. R. Williams - Re: Provincial Grant for purchase of aquatic weed
harvesting equip~ent.

!(

6. Consideration of research grant for aquatic weed control in confined areas using
polyethylene.

7. Applications for Pollution Control Permits.

(a) •

(b).
(c).

(d).
(e).

(r) •

(g) ..

(h) ..

. (i).
(j) ..

(k) ..

(1).
(m) ..

(n) •

(0).
(p).

(q).

Letter - V. Raudsepp - Re: objection to application for permit by Adam Milling.

Crown Zellerbach - Reconsideration of application to discharge effluent.

Williarrt\Mii~~~,/J~~ Lesowski, J~hn ~'~ow:ki - efflu~~t/(:f~~mrgre/~~ncentrator.
O.K. Ready~Mix Ltd. - Vernon, Penticton.

South Okanagan Concrete Co. - Penticton.

Sasges Cement Ltd.. - Vernon & Coldstream.

Uncle Benls Industries Ltd.

Barkwills Limited - Summerland•

D.L. Milne Cannery Ltd. - Summerland.

Summerland Sweets Ltd.

Summerland Cooperative Growers Association.

Laurel Co-operative Union.

Oliver - Osoyoos Co-operative Growers Association.

- Oliver Plant.
- Osoyoos Plant.
- Kaleden Plant.

W. J. Marshall.

North Enderby Meat Packers.

Westinghouse Laundromat - Summerland.

C. Headey Laundromat - Oliver.
/.......

8. Snow survey and Lake level.

9 Brief to Public Inquiry••
10. Other Business.



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD
APRIL 5th, 1973 t 2:00 P.M. OFFICES OF THE
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKANAGAN. KELO\~7NA. B.C.

Present: P. Farmer (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs. G.V. Lawrence
r4. Marshall
Mayor H. Roth
Mayor S. Fleming
T. Oxley
W. Parchomchuk (Secretary-Manager)

Also in attendance:

B. Harvey

Press and Radio:

R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.N.O.

Vernon Irrigation District

Minutes:

Accounts:

Vernon News, Kelowna Daily Courier, CKOV Radio, CKOK Radio.

Fleming - Lawr~nce

That the minutes of the meeting of Janu&ry 24th, 1973 be adopted
as circulated.

CARRIED

Accounts outstanding totalling $499.08 wsre pr~sented.

Fleming - Marshall

That the accounts outstanding totalling $499.08 be accepted for
payment.

CARRIED

Financial Audited financial statements for the year ended December 31st t
Statements:1972 were presented. The statements included Balance Sheets, and

Statements of Revenue and Expenditure for the year. A surplus of
$1,056.00 for 1972 was indicated.

Fleming - Ma~sha~~

That the financial statements as prosented be adopted.

CA..TffiIED

Appointment Letters were received appointing the folloWing observers to the
of Okanagan Basin Water Board:
Observers:

Thompson Nicola Regional District
City of Vernon
Ci ty of Kelo11na

Regional District of Columbia Shuswap 
Corp. of the Dist. of Su~erland

Marshall - Lawrence

G. Bowers
Alderman F. iVilliamson
Alderman W.J.C. Kane and
N.J. Deck
J.E. Kerr
Alderman H. Stoll

That the above mentioned observers to the Water Board be accepted.



rJIINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD
A:Rril. 5.t h, 1.9.73.

Q.orrespondence~

The following letters were read:

V. Raudsepp 1..
Reconsider
ation of Dec
isions under
Pollution
Control Act:

Letter from V. Raudsepp, Chairman, Pollution Control Board, stating
that the Pollution Control Bo~rd requested legal advice regarding the
earlier question raised by the Water Board that the Pollution Control
Board should and could reconsider decisions made by the Board under
Section 13 (6) of the Act.. Legal advice indicates that in the absence
of express statutory authority, the Pollution Board has no jurisdict
ion to reconsider an earlier decision made under Section 13 (6) after
a decision on an earlier meeting has been issued.

Mayor Fleming felt that the Water Board should express concern that
the procedure is arbitrary. An appeal procedure should be implemented
under Section 13 (6) of the Pollution Control Act ..

Fleming - Lawrence

That a letter be written to the Pollution Control Board stating that
there should be some recourse for decisions made by the Pollution Control
Board and that there be an appeal procedure within Section 13 (6) of the
Pollution Control Act ..

CARRIED

R.D.C.O. 2..
Request for
Secretary
Manager to
attend Tech
nical Comm
itee Meetings:

Letter from the Regional District of Central Okanagan stating that a
Resolution was adopted by the Regional Board requesting authorization
from the Okanagan Basin Water Board to permit the Secretary-manager to
attend Technical Planning Committee meetings of the three Regional Dis
tricts when water quality, water quantity and Pollution Control applica
tions were being discussed.

~tt. Farmer mentioned that the Municipal Act defines the content of Reg
ional District Technical Committees. However, the Chairmen of Regional
Technical Committees could on occasion, as required, invite additional
members to attend.

Fleming - Marshall

That the Regional Districts be informed that the Okanagan Basin Water
Board has no objection to the Secretary-r~nagerattending Regional District
Tecrillical Committee meetings if and when required to review items relating to
water management. The Secretary-Manager would attend meetings only as required.

CARRIED

Ii .H.. Beairsto3 ..
Viewpoint
Motel - Debris
on foreshore:

Letter from W.H. Beairsto of the Vie1ipoint Motel in Osoyoos drawing the
attention of the Board to a dredg;-ng operation, carried out in front of
the Starlight Motel located on Osoyoos Lake. ~tr. Beairsto expressed
concern that it could be the cause of siltation and the spreading of
organic debris along the recreational beach front on Osoyoos Lake. The
debris has littered beaches for approximat~ly half a mile. Mr. Beairsto
also expressed concern that the ne1l11y dredC;0d Island, made up of much
decayed organic material like peat moss, would be eroded when the Lake
level rises in the spring creating further nuisance problems. Mr. Bea
irsto wished to know who is responsible for the issuance of a permit to
do the work and who was responsible for its supervision.

Mr. Farmer suggested that this type of operation would be under juris
dication of the Lands Branch. The Secretary-Manager mentioned the Water
Rights Branch may also have some jurisdication in this matter, since
dredging 1ms involved.

The Secretary-JYIanager had visited the area. An extensive debris and
nuisance problem had in fact resulted on the beach.

La~rrence - Roth

That the matter be referred to the Lands Branch.



r.UNUTES OF THE flJEETHTG OF THE OKANAGAN BliSIl\T ifATER BOARD
A:£ril 5th, 1273.

The Okanagan Basin Water Board being responsible for all
operation and maintenance costs.
The Okanagan Basin Water Board providing an annual weed re
moval schedule to the Water Resources Service in order that
they can arrange to collect data in connection with scien
tific studies of weed removal.
The Okanagan Basin Water Board will make the equipment avail
able to other local authorities at a nominal cost to cover
maintenance.

2.

Letter of February 22nd from the Honorable R. Williams, Minister of
Lands, Forests, Water Resources, Recreation and Conservation. rne
letter was in reply to earlier Okanagan Basin Water Board correspon
dence requesting the Province to purchase aquatic weed harvesting
equipment for use in the Okanagan and throughout the Province. The
Minister stated that in view of the experimental nature of the pro
gram, he was prepared to offer a Grant to the Okanagan Basin Water
in the amount of 75% of the actual cost of the purchase of weed re
moval equipment based on an estimated cost of $44,000. This equip
ment will include a Harvester, Trailer, Truck, Hydraulic Loader, Dump
Box, spare parts and Portable PQmp and Hoses. The Grant is condition
al upon:

1
-L.

Hon. R. 4.
vlilliams
Aquatic "lieed
Harvesting
Equipment:

The Secretary-Manager mentioned he had written the Regional Districts
informing them of the Governments' offer and had asked for an initial
reaction to the offer and local cost sharing of the required balance.

Correspondence from the Regional District of North Okanagan indicated
the Regional District had passed a Resolution agreeing in principle to
the purchase of weed harvesting equipment with the three Regional Dist
ricts participating in the sharing of a 810,000.00 balance.

f1TS. Lawrence informed that the Regional District of Okanagan Similkam
een had passed a Resolution stating that it was not willing to enter
into a cost sharing formula for the purchase of weed removal equipment,
and further that the Okanagan Basin l!ater Board should be advised that
the Regional District regards i'li th disfavor the Hater Board getting into
the weed removal program and that this should be the responsibility of
the Regional District.

Mr. Narshall mentioned he felt the Regional District of Central Okana
gan was not opposed to the purchase of 'i1eed removal equipment, but fur
ther information would be required. He further asked if the Okanagan
Basin Hater Board \Tould not coordinate this program, then which Regional
District would handle it.

liT. Farmer indicated that in the Regional District of Okanagan Similkam
een there were certain Electoral Areas outside the Okanagan Basin. He
\Tondered what use these areas could make of the harvesting equipment.
He felt the Board could be getting away from its original intent. The
Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen would like to revievr details
of cost sharing more closely.

Mr. l~rshall felt then there should be some suggestions as to how this
program could be worked out.

~hyor Fleming mentioned that $10,000 is only a small fraction of a mill
when spread between the three Regional Districts. Capital cost required
by the three Regional Districts is minimal. This would be of value to
the entire area. Mayor Fleming noted the Water Board does not have fac
ilities to house or to maintain and operate the equipment; however, he
indicated the City of Vernon would enter into an agreement to maintain
and house and to operate the equipment. The Hater Board could still
schedule and supervise the program. ~hchinery vrould be made available
to other areas on a use rate basis. There would be no operating costs
charged to the Board. Those areas using the machine would be charged a
direct hourly use rate. The City of Vernon would accommodate and over
see the operation of equipment. The Water Board would still be respoD
sible for scheduling and ensuring equitable use throughout the Valley
and other portions of the Province.



III1TUTES OF THE NEETING OF TBI.; OYJ\.lJAGAN BASIlT HATER BOARD
dlpril 5t~ 1973.

llayor Roth suggested that the Board accept the offer of the City of
Vernon. Mayor Fleming and Hayor Roth suggested that the "Viater Board
enter into this procedure after a meeting of the three Regional Dist
rict Chairmen. The Secretary-nanager mentioned that although it would
be possible to import the harvesting mechine duty free, other support
equipment, including the truck, may not be allowed into Canada since it
was used equipment. However, if senior levels of Government were con
tacted, and the purpose of the equipment stated, there may be a possib
ility of bringing the total machinery into Canada. The Secretary-I~na

ger mentioned that other methods of aquatic weed control were being re
searched extensively, including the use of chemicals; however, informa
tion on this aspect of control is still lacking particularly with resp
ect to side affects on the enviro~ent. He stressed that the aquatic
weed harvesting is not the final answer in weed control, but would pro
vide at least a temporary measure for keeping some recreation areas
clear during the summer period. Final control can only be expected when
nutrients and silts causing aquatic growth are diverted away from the
Lakes.

Operating costs for the entire harvesting equipment, including a self
loading truck for removing weeds from shore, would be S14/hr. The cost
to outside areas '\>Tould be approximately ::';l8/hr. to help recover some of
the Capital costs placed into the equipment by the local area.

Upon suggestion of Mr. Farmer, the Board agreed that the Secretary-Man
ager should further '\>Trite to the Regional Districts proposing how the
machine would be financed and how it would be maintained and operated by
the City of Vernon. Then the three Chairmen and Administrators of the
Regional Districts could meet and work out details.

Roth - _Oxley

That the Water Board agree to the purchase of aquatic weed harvesting
equipment, subject to approval by the three participating Regional Districts.

CA~"R.IED

Research
Grant :Aquatic
Heed
Control 
Using
Polyethe
lene:

V.Raudsopp
Letter Re:
Adam
Thlling:

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that Black Polyethelene has been used
in several instances to control aquatic weeds by shading out light. This met
hod has a good potential for use in various small confined areas, such as boat
basins, where the water is relatively protected, thereby, reducing the possi
bility of disturbance. He asked the Board whether they would consider enter
ing into a cooperative research project at the Summerland Boat Basin, whereby,
local residents would provide the labour and pay half the cost of material.
Other areas have been approached as well to experiment with this method.

Tfuyor Fleming mentioned that several residents have tried this method in
VeTI10n and it has been successful on a small basis.

Oxley - Fleming

That the Sccretary-I1anager be authorized to grant up to a maximum of
:::>100.00 for a research project using polyethelene to control aquatic vIeeds.

CARRIED-----

Applications for Pollution Control Permit?:

a). Letter of February 14th, 1973 from V. Raudsepp, Chairman of the Pollution
Control Board stating that the Pollution Control Board has considered the Hater
Board letter of Janua~! 31st, objecting to an application for a permit by Adam
Hilling Ltd. to discharge effluent from an ore mill at Olalla, B.C. The Poll
ution Control Board decided that the Director of the Pollution Control Branch
shall take the Water Board objection into consideration '\>Then making his decis
ion.



nHJUTES OF THE I"JE~TIHG OF TF.£ OKJ\.NAGAN BI\.SIN FATER BOARD
April 5th! 1973.

rlem; ng - IIarshal.l

5.

Crolin1
Zellerbach:

That the letter of February 14th, 1973 from lIT. Raudsepp be received
and filed.

CARRIED

b). The Secretary-Ilanager explained that the application by Crown Zeller
bach to discharge effluent and sawdust from a sawmill-pl;y1'!Ood mill complex in
Kelowna had been reviewed by the Board? during the January 24th meeting, and
the Board had objected because of high liiater temperattITes and the discharge of
sa"lJdust and other debris to the Lake. The objection of the Fater Board had
been forwarded, by the Pollution Control Branch? to Crown Zellerbach. Repre
sentatives of the Company had then met with the Chairman and Secretary-Hanager
to outline corrective actions that the Company would undertake over the next
two year period to curtail and eliminate pollutants from Okanagan Lake.

A covering letter from Crown Zellerbach stated that although the maximum
effluent temperature asked for in the application was 95 0 the effluent would
in fact average temperatures much less than this. At maximum ambient surface
water temperatures of 75

0
F the effluent would reach 85 0

- 900 F. The highest
single temperature recorded during 1972 was 89°F. By 1975 all waste bearing
effluents will be eliminated. Only two outfalls would remain~ and these will
be returning cooling limter.

Location of the hog fuel pile and boiler ash emission site have received
consideration in the plans. The hog fuel pile will be relocated further back.
The boiler ash discharge site will be protected by a metal wall at the Lake
edge. Operation of the bucking saw is covered by a separate permit applicat
ion. Operation of the SaiT in vmtor viill be discontinued with the start of a
neu plant in 1974. The Secretary-Ilanager mentioned that the Company had in
dicated that sawdust from bucking saliiS would be eliminated as early as 1973.
Effects of water temperature in the Bay cannot be entirely predicted due to
currents, IJinds~ evaporation and other variables. It was suggested that a
monitoring procedure be established, and if significant temperature rises are
indicated, corrective action can be taken. This should become a condition of
the permit. Because the Company is introducing in-plant procedures to elimin
ate outfalls~ the period to achieve this vJould be greater than merely building
a seuage treatment plant. The suggested date by the company, 1974, for remov
al of most outfalls and 1975 for the elimination of all waste bearing outfalls
is a reasonable objective in vielii of the in-plant procedures necessary to ac
hieve this.

The Secretary-Ilanager indicated. that it 1Iould be possible for the Boarcl
to revieu its objection by foruarding a letter to the Pollution Control Board
stating the conditions the Board viould require the Company to meet before a
Pollution Control Permit is granted.

rhyor Roth indicated that the Regional District of Contral Okanagan had
withdrawen its' objection to this application, in vieu of the changes the
Company has proposed.

lnrshall - Lawrence

That the Secretary-Ilanager be instructed to write the Pollution Control
Board stating the conditions the Fater Board expected to be uritten into the
Company's Permit, which the Company would be required to meet to prevent
Pollution.

CARRIED-----
U. 11iller~ c). An application by Uillian IIiller, Joe Lazouski, and Jolm Lazowski to dis
Joe Lazowski charge effluent from an ore concentrator located approximately 12 miles south
and JOID1 east of Cherryville into settling ponds for recycling back through the mill
Lazowski: process. The average daily volume would be twenty five thousand gallons.

The Secretary-lIanager mentioned that he \Tas not able to see this particular
application in the field due to snOvT conchtions; how·ever, there vJaS to be no
surface discharge from this operation.



OK Ready
IIix and
South Okan
agan Concr
ete Co.;

Sasges
Cement
Products
Ltd.

Uncle
Benls
Industries:

rUWTES OF THE IIEETING OF THE OKANAG.AJiT Bll.SIlT HATER BOARD
A:eril• 5th..z...1.973. 6.

}Iarshall - Flemi np;

That the application by Hm. IIiller~ Joe Lazouski and John Lauozski be
received and filed.

CARRIED

d) - e). Applications for Pollution Control Permits by Okanagan Ready-tUX
Ltd. and South Okanagan Concrete Co. to discharge effluent from rinsing
ready-mix concrete trucks into pits in Vernon and Penticton. There would be
no surface discharge of effluent. Effluent volume discharged to pits vTas
small.

Q.xlev - Lau:.'ence

That the application by Okanagan Ready-IIix Ltd. and South Okanagan
Concrete Co. be received and filed.

CARr'UED

f). Application for Pollution Control Permit by Sasges Cement Products Ltd.
to discharge rinse water from concrete truclcs into a wash pit near Vernon.
Uater 1oTould then go to several sumps for further settling before discharge
to the Creek.

The S8cretary-I!~nager indicated that since there is some lead content
in the 1Jashings, surface discharge to receiving water was not desirable. It
is possible to maintain the effluent uithin a pit.

yxlev - Lawr~n~~

That the Okanagan Basin Hater Board suggest that Sasees Cement Products
Ltd. maintain the effluent uater within a pit and there be no surface dis
charge.

CARRIED

g). Uncle Ben's Industries application for an amendment to a Pollution Con
trol Permit to discharge effluent from a Uinery into a septic tank and tile
drain field. The Secretary-I1anager mentioned that he had inspected the site,
and found the toe of the drainfield had broken out and effluent had surfaced
to run doun a side hill. The area was generally suitable for land disposal
of effluent either by spray irrigation or tile field. However, the field
should be corrected prior to granting a permit •

.~oth Fleming

Barln1ills
Ltd 
Summerland:

That the application for an amencUnent to a Pollution Control Permit by
Uncle Ben 1 s Industries Ltdo be tabled for further report.

CARRIED-----
h). Application for a Pollution Control Permit by BaI~wills Limited Fruit
Cannery in Summerland to discharge effluent from a canning operation to a
spray irrigation systen and to Eneas Creek in Stwmerland. The Secretary-Man
ager had inspected the site on several occasions. Effluent water uould be
spray irrigated and only cooling uater l0J0uld be discharged to the Creek. No
pollution problem had arisen fron this operation.

Fleming - Lmrronce

That the application by Barkuills Linited be received and filed.

CAIilUED



D.L. Hilne
Cannery
Ltd. :

Surnmerland
Sweets
Ltd. :

Summerland
Cooperative
Growers
Association:

Laurel
Cooperative
Union:

IIINU'rES OF THE IIC:CTIHG OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN \TATER BOARD
Anril 5th. 1973. 7.

i). Application for Pollution Control Permit by HI's. D.L. I1ilne Cannery Ltd.
of Sumaerland to discharge effluent from a fruit and vegetable cannery in
Sturrmerland onto land adjacent to the Cannery. The Secretary-r~nager mention
ed that he had inspected the site and commended this operation highly, since
effluent water aXld cooling water were mixed with irrigation and applied to
fruit crops used in the Cannery. There was no discharge to surface water.
The operation was efficiently managed and controlled. He suggested this
iTould be an excellent example for other operations of this nature to vievl
and to implement similar pollution control measures .

.liq,.th - Fleming

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by D.L. Milne Can
nery be received and filed, and that a letter of commendation be written to
the Cannery.

CAlhTtIED----

j). Application for a Pollution Control Permit by Summerland Sweets Ltd. to
discharge effluent, from a fruit processing plant making candy fruit, Hine
basis, and fruit syrups, into a Municipal flume and into a rock pit, for set
tling and filtration and subsequent irrigation of orchard land.

The Secretary-Ilanager had visited the si te. There I'TaS no surface dis
charge of effluent.

lIarshall - Laurence

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by Summerland SrTeets
be received and filed.

CAERTCD

k). Application for a Pol1ution Control Permit by Summerland Cooperative
Growers Association, Summerland, B.C. to discharge effluent from a Fruit
Packing House into a sediment ta~Jc and rock pit on the property. The Sec
retary-ITanager had visited the site 0 The effluent iias contained wi thin rock
pits iIi th exfiltration into the ground. '1'here ioTas no surface discharge of
effluent.

Roth - Earshall

That the application for a Po111.1tion Control Permit by Summerland Coop
erative Groivers Association be received and. filed.

1). Application for a Pollution Control Permit by Laurel Cooperative Union
of Keloi'ma to discharge effluent from a Packing House into a. storm drain
uhich flows into Okanagan Lake. 'rho quantity of effluent discharged i'Tould
be approximately 100 gallons per day of wash ilater, and approximately 7,500
gallons of cooling water. The Secretary-lfunager had visited the site and
indicated that although there were no problems with the cooling water, since
it uas essentially pure uater uith only a slight temperature rise; hovTever,
the small volvne of r~sh water did contain sus~ended solids and detergent.
This was being placed in a storm drain floTTinG into Okanagan Lake. It was
suggested that a rock pit be installed similar to that found at the S~mmer

land Canneries. ~~yor Roth mentioned that the Regional District of Central
Okanagan had decided not to object to this application, but to forward the
corGrnents of the Okanagan Basin Hater Board to the Pollution Control Branch.

Roth - Marshall

That the Okanagan Basin IJater Board not object to this application, but
that a recommendation be for~arded to the Pollution Control Branch suggesting
that a rock pit be installed at this site to contain the small amount of
effluent 1Jash 1mter.



MHWTES OF ThG IlliETING OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN LJATBR BOARD
April 5th. 19730 80

Oliver m).
Osoyoos
Cooperative
Grovrers
Association:

Applications for Pollution Control Permits by Oliver-Osoyoos Coop
erative Growers Association to discharge effluent from Packing and
Colct Storage Plants located at Oliver, Osoyoos and Kaleden. The Sec
retary-Manager had visited the siteso A large amount of cooling water
was discharged, however, with only a slight temperature rise. LIash
water effluent volu~e was small, The plant at Osoyoos discharges wash
uater to the Nunicipal system; honever, plants at Oliver and Kaleden
discharged wash water to the Lake. The Secretary-Manager suggested
that a rock pit with Ground exfiltration be established for these small
volumes of "Iolash \;Tater at the Oliver and Kaleden plantso These would be
similar to rock pits in existance at the Summerland Packing Plants.

Roth - Marshall

That the effluent wash water originating from the Oliver Plant of the
Oliver-Osoyoos Cooperative Growers Association be required to pass through
a rock pit and ground exfiltration.

LaNTence - Narshall

That the wash water effluent originating at the Kaleden Plant of the
Oliver-Osoyoos Cooperative Growers Association be discharged to subsoil.

CARRIED

U.J.
I![arshall:

Horth
Enderby
r'1eat
Packers:

n). Application for a Pollution Control Permit by U.J. Marshall to discharge
affluent from a slaughter house on Hwy 97 North of Kelowna onto farm
land for fertilizero Mr. Harshall left his place at the table. The
amount of effluent discharged daily would be 145 gallons. The Secretary
Manager had visited the site and mentioned that use of this effluent in
this manor could be beneficial as a fertilizer, however, odor problems
would have to be controlled.

Fleming - Oxley

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by U.J. Harshall be
received and filed.

CARi1ILD

0)0 Application for a Pollution Control Permit by North Enderby Meat Packers
near Enderby, B.C. to discharge effluent from a slaughter house into a
septic tank and tile drain field. The quantity of effluent discharged
daily would be 400 gallons. The Secretary-Manager had visited the site
and confirmed that there would be no surface discharge 0

Fleming - Marshall

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by North Enderby Meat
Packers be received and filed.

CARRIED

v[estinghouse p).
Laundromat
Summerland:

Application for a Polhltion Control Fermi t by Uestinghouse Laundromat of
Summerland to discharge effluent from a commercial laundromat into a gr
ound absorption field. Daily discharge vlOuld be 300 gallons. The Sec
retary-Nanager had visited the site and confirmed that there viould be
no surface dj.scharge of effluent.

Oxley - Roth

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by Uestinghouse La
dromat be approved, received and filed.

CARRTCD
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Oliver m).
Osoyoos
Cooperative
Grow'ers
Association:

Applications for Pollution Control Permits by Oliver-Osoyoos Coop
erative Growers Association to discharge effluent from Packing and
Cold Storage Plants located at Oliver, Osoyoos and Kaleden. The Sec
retary-Manager had visited the sites. A large amount of cooling water
was discharged; however, with only a slight temperature rise. lJash
water effluent volu~e was small. The plant at Osoyoos discharges wash
water to the Municipal system; honever, plants at Oliver and Kaleden
discharged Hash l'Tator to the Lake. The Secretary-Manager sugges ted
that a rock pit with ground exfiltration be established for these small
volumes of 'vTash 1-rater at the Oliver and Kaleden plants. These iV0uld be
similar to rock pits in existance at the Summerland Packing Plants.

Roth - 11arshall

That the effluent wash water originating from the Oliver Plant of the
Oliver-Osoyoos Cooperative Growers Association be required to pass through
a rock pit and ground exfiltration.

Lawrence - Marshall

That the wash water effluent originating at the Kaleden Plant of the
Oliver-Osoyoos Cooperative Growers Association be discharged to subsoil.

CARRIED

H.J.
11arshall :

Horth
Enderby
r,lea t
Packers:

n). Application for a Pollution Control Permit by 11.J. Marshall to discharge
effluent from a slaughter house on Hwy 97 North of Kelowna onto farm
land for fertilizer. Mr. Harshall left his place at the table. The
amount of effluent discharged daily would be 145 gallons. The Secretary
Manager had visited the site and mentioned that use of this effluent in
this manor could be beneficial as a fertilizer; however, odor problems
would have to be controlled.

Fleming - Oxley

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by lr.J. Marshall be
received and filed.

CARRIED---_.
0). Application for a Pollution Control Permit by North Enderby Heat Packers

near Enderby, B.C. to discharge effluent from a slaughter house into a
septic tank and tile drain field. The quantity of effluent discharged
daily would be 400 gallons. The Secretary-I1anager had visited the site
and confirmed that there would be no surface discharge.

Fleming - Marshall

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by Horth Enderby Meat
Packers be received and filed.

CARRIED

Hestinghouse p).
Laundromat
Su~erland~

Application for a Pollution Control Permit by Uestinghouse Laundromat of
Summerland to discharge effluent fl'om a commercial laundromat into a gr
ound absorption field. Daily discharge would be 300 gallons. The Sec
retary-Hanager had visited the site and confirmed that there would be
no surface discharge of effluent.

Oxley - Roth

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by lTestinghouse La
dromat be approved, received and filed.

CARRIED
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q). Application for a Pollution Control Permit by C. Heady of Oliver, B.C.
to discharge effluent from a laundromat, five miles North of Oliver, in
to a septic tacl~ and tile field. The amount of effluent discharged wo
uld be 600 gallons daily. The Secretary-nanager had visited the site
and confirmed that there 1'JOuld be no surface discharge of effluent.

Roth - LmTrence

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by C. Heady Laundro
mat be approved, received and filed.

Mr. Farmer mentioned that there had been considerable local concern
about the establishment of a large feedlot on the Similkameen River near Hed
ley. The close proximity of the feedlot to the River and highway presented
a potential pollution problem. The Secretary-Manager had visited the site
and had contacted the owner, the B.C. Cattlemen's Association, and the Pollut
ion Control Branch. to determine what corrective action could be taken.

A letter of I1arch 13th, from the Pollution Control Branch, stated that
there is an exemption from the Pollution Control Act, provided for operations
which are considered to be traditional farming practices. v~en a situation
is enccuntered, which is not clearly definable one way or the other, the Pol
lution Control Branch asks for assistance in the definition of a traditional
operation from the Provincial Department of Agriculture. In this instance
the Department of Agriculture have accepted the feedlot at Hedley as coming
within the traditional farming operation.

A memorandum from the Department of Agriculture, to the Pollution Control
Board suggested that the Okanagan Basin Hater Board refer the problem again
to the Environmental Committee of the B.C. Cattlemen's Association.

Ers. LawTence mentioned that the cattle on the feedlot have nOH been
sold. If the land has been sold as a feedlot it could be a continuing pro
blem. Mr. I1arshall suggested that the problem be left with the Department of
Agriculture.

Marshall - Fleming

That the Hedley Feedlot operation be kept under advisement.

CARRIED

9 The Secretary-Manager reported on the most recent snow survey and levels
of Okanagan Lake. Al thouGh the Narch 1st snO\'T survey shol'red a much belou
average snowpack in both the Okanagan and Similkameen "rater sheds, early in
dications from the April 1st pack indicate some courses have made a recovery.
After Narch snowfalls. almost 90% of average sno1.,ypack is nOH found on some
courses. Fortunately up to half the storage capacity of most reservoirs is
still in place. Okanagan Lake level has been kept at a relatively high ele
vation since December. Discharge has been a minimal 175 cfs. The present
level of Okanagan Lake (approximately 1121.40 ft.) is about .1 ft. above the
previous maximum lake level for this date. Only 2.38 ft. are reqUired to fill
the Lake. The Lake is pTesently 1.62 ft. above the minimum level.

rrhe Secretary-llanager mentioned that the Okanagan Basin \Tater Board Brief
to the Public Inquiry into r:1unicipal\Jaste Discharges has now been completed
and mailed to Board members. If the Board wish to make any additional comm
ents, these could be added. Mayor Fleming mentioned the Engineering Depart
ment of the City of Vernon had revieued the Brief and endorsed it completely.
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lITr. Farmer felt the Brief uas "l'Tell uri tten and that a copy should be
circulated to each Ilunicipality.

Mayor Fleming reasserted the need for approximately 3,500 acres of
land, I>Thich would be required by the City of Vernon for a proposed sevTage
effluent disposal scheme. The City would have to be assured of the land
for at least 30 years.

Mayor Roth felt that the Water Board was basing decisions on the pre
mise that all outfalls must be removed from the lake. The Kelowna Plant
is presently eliminating approximately 50% of the Phosphorous. The J\layor
asked was it necessary for the Municipalities to incur high costs to re
move outfalls completely from the Lake. Mr. Marshall mentioned that public
opinion may force all outfalls from the Lake.

Other Business

Due to the Public Inquiry into IIul1icipal Hastes occuring during the
first v18ek of Hay, the next regular meeting Hould be postponed until later
in Hay.

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 P.M.



OKANAGAN BASIN \fiTATER BOARD

AGENDA------

Wednesday January 24th, 1973 2:00 P.M.

1. Letter R.D.O.S. appointing F.W. Laird Director to the end of 1972.

2. Minutes from meeting of November 16th, 1972.

3. Accounts.

4. Chairman s Report.

Secretary-Manager's Report

5. Appointments to Okanagan Basin Water Board for 1973 term.

(a). Regional District of North Okanagan

(b). Regional District of Central Okanagan

(c). Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen

6. Election of Officers.

7. Correspondence:

(a). City of Penticton - Appointment of Observer

(b). Village of Oliver Appointment of Observer

(c). Village of Osoyoos- Appointment of Observer

(d). Honorable J. Davis and Honorable R. Williams,

Re: Okanagan Basin Study Implementation.

(e). Corporation of the District of Summerland,

Re: Applications for Pollution Control Permits by:

1. MacDonalds Consolidated Ltd.

2. Fish Hatchery.

(f). Honorable D. Cocke,

Re: Placement of septic tank absorption fields.

8. Outline of submission to Inquiry into Municipal Wastes.

9. Applications for Pollution Control Permits:

(a). V. Raudsepp - Letter, Re: Application by Coldstream Ranch Ltd.

(b). Application by Crown Zellerbach Canada Ltd. to discharge effluent

from a Sawmill - Plywood Mill Complex.

Letter - Water Board

Letter - V. Raudsepp

Bucking Saw Application.

(c). W.N. Venables - Letter, Re: Application for Pollution Control

Permit by Summerland Fish Hatchery.

(d). Application by Adam Milling Ltd. to discharge effluent to a tailings

impoundment.

(e). Application by Lakeshore Bottling Co. Ltd. to discharge effluent from

a Bottling plant.

10. Other Business

Co~~ittee Meeting
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OFFICE OF

THE 5ECRETARY- MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763-4918

January lOth, 1973

OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

A regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin Water Board will be

held on Wednesday. January 24th, 1973 at 2:00 P.M. in the office of

the Regional District of Central Okanagan, 540 - Groves Avenue, Kelowna,

British Columbia. Note: For this month only the meeting will be held

on a Wednesday rather than Thursday.

A Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the 1973 term will be elected.

( A preliminary agenda is enclosed )

L. Bawtree

Chairman.
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on a Wednesday rather than Thursday.

A Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the 1973 term will be elected.

L. Bawtree

Chairman.
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OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

Thursday June l4th. 1973 2:00 P.M.

1. Letter, Regional District of Central Okanagan

Appointment of A. Duncan to the Water Board.

2. Minutes from meeting of April 5th, 1973.

3. Accounts.

4. Correspondence:

(a). V. Raudsepp, Chairman, Pollution Control Board.
Re: appeals under Section 13(6) Pollution Control Act.

(b). A.J. Chmelauskas, Assistant Director, Pollution Control Branch.
Re: Application for Pollution Control Permit - Fish Hatchery.

(c). H.P. Klassen, Pollution Control Branch,
Re: Application for Pollution Control Permit - MacDonald's Consolidated.

(d). V. Raudsepp - Re: Objections to Pollution Control Applications.

(e). V. Raudsepp - Re: Crown Zellerbach Application for Pollution Control Permit.

R.A. Jemson, Crown Zellerbach Ltd. - Re: Discharge of sawdust.

(f) • B.C. Cattlemen - Re: I. Nelson feedlot.

(g) • Hon. J. Davis - Re: Federal Government assistance for Aquatic Weed Control.

5. Aquatic Weed Harvesting rates and scheduling.

6. Regulation of Osoyoos Lake level.

7. Public Inquiry into Municipal Wastes - Report.

8. Okanagan Basin Study, White Paper No.2.

Task Force Recommendations - Comments.

9. Applications for Pollution Control Permits.

10. Other Business.

Committee Meeting

1. E. Anthony, Water Rights Branch.
Re: Application for Water Licence by Beaupark Ranch Ltd.



vKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

AGENDA------

Thursday June 14th, 1973 2:00 P.M.

1. Letter, Regional District of Central Okanagan

Appointment of A. Duncan to the Water Board.

2. Minutes from meeting of April 5th, 1973.

3. Accounts.

4. Financial Statement - 1st quarter.

5. Correspondence:

(a) •

(b).

(c) •

(d).

(e).
(f).

}. Le/IeJ-S (g) •
-.o7(h).

School District 23
Re: Co-sponsorship of water resources seminar.

V. Raudsepp, Chairman, Pollution Control Board.
Re: Appeals under Section 13(6) Pollution Control Act.

A.J. Chmelauskas, Assistant Director, Pollution Control Branch.
Re: Application for Pollution Control Permit - Fish Hatchery.

H.P. Klassen, Pollution Control Branch.
Re: Application for Pollution Control Permit - MacDonald's Consolidated.

V. Raudsepp - Re: Objections to Pollution Control Applications.

V. Raudsepp Re: Crown Zellerbach Application for Pollution Control Permit.

R.A. Jemson, Crown Zellerbach Ltd. - Re: Discharge of sawdust.

B.C. Cattlemen - Re: I. Nelson feedlot. /. )
J!'{/ "" If, J r /t II F (/ /

Hon. J. Davis - Re: Federal Government assistance f~ qu flC Weed Control.

6.

7.

~8.
9.

Aquatic Weed Harvesting rates and scheduling.

Regulation of Osoyoos Lake level. .
oIt ~;:. Le i/ I v ->'/'".v I ,'- /

Public Inquiry into Municipal Wastes - Report.

Okanagan Basin Study, White Paper No.2.

Task Force Recommendations - Comments.

10. Applications for Pollution Control Permits.

I (a). Halfway House Resort - Laundromat.

~(b). T.W.H. Mckinnon - Septic tank effluent.

(c). Westmills Carpets.

-(d). Park Mobile Home Sales.

.. ,*(e) • Vernon Fruit Union.
, .,

. (f). Keremeos Growers Co-operative Association.

-(g). Haynes Co-operative Growers Exchange.

_o(J:1). Monashee Co-operative Growers Association.
~~

~aCk). Naramata Co-operative Growers Exchange.

(j). Kelowna Growers Exchange Co-operative.
-"-'

(k). Kelowna Ready-Mix Concrete Ltd.

(1). vfuite Western Star.

(m). Pioneer Meat Packers Ltd.

j?ol. 'C 'I
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MINUTES OF THE ~JjEETING OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN NATER BOARD
J]}ffi 14th, 1973 2:00 P.M. OFFICES OF THE
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKANAGAN. KELOWNA. B.C. 1.

Present: F.W. Laird (Chairman)
P. Farmer (Vice-Chairman)
r1rs. G.V. Lawrence
H. Thompson (Alternate)
L. Dooley
A. Duncan
S. Fleming
T. W. Oxley
itl. Parchomchulc (Secretary-Manager)

Also in attendance:

R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.N.O.

I~yor W. Barlarill
B. Harvey
G. Sinclair
E. Anthony
G. Penner

Press and Radio:

Summerland
Association of B.C. Irrigation Districts
Okanagan Basin Study
Water Rights Branch
I'later Rights Branch

Vernon News, Penticton Herald, Kelowna Daily Courier, CKOV Radio, CKIQ Radio.

Appoint
ment of
A. DUncan
to the
Idater
Board:

A letter of May 18th, 1973,
. nagan, was read appointing JYlr. A.

on the Okanagan Basin Water Board
ion in the New City of Kelmvna.

Farmer - Lawrence

from the Regional District of Central Oka
Duncan to replace His Worship ~~yor H. Roth
for the interim period until the June elect-

IIinutes:

Accounts:

That the Board ratify the appointment of A. Duncan to the Water Board.

CARRIED

The minutes of the meeting of April 5th, 1973 were presented for
approval.

Farmer - Duncan

That the minutes of the meeting of April 5th, 1973 be adopted as
circulated.

CARRIED

Accounts outstanding totalling 81,058.16 were presented.

Lawrence - Duncan

That the accounts outstanding totalling 01,058.16 be paid.

CARRIED
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Quarterly
Statement
of Expend
iture:

Okanagan
Basin
Study
~lhite

Paper No.2
Comments:

The Secretary-~~nager presented a statement of expenditures incurred
by the Board from January 1st - March 31st, 1973. Total expenditure for the
first quarter was 84,653.00. This compared favorably with the total budget
for 1973 of $23,630.00.

Lawrence - Farmer

That the statement of expenditure for the first quarter be approved.

CARRIED

l~yor Fleming entered the meeting.

The Board had been mailed copies of Uhite Paper No.2 containing Task
Force recommendations on the Okanagan Basin Study~ fIT. Sinclair, Public Part
icipation Coordinator of the Okanagan Basin Study, attended the meeting to
receive any comments the Board wished to make.

l1r. Sinclair mentioned that this V[~ite Paper was still in the draft
stages and changes would be made once all information received at recent Task
Force meetings was compiled.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that suggestion of an Implementation
Authority for the Study received considerable attention during Task Force meet
ings. He had also recalled concern of the Okanagan Basin 'tlater Board, during
the past two years, regarding implementation of the Study.

Hr. Sinclair mentioned that the sunner work of the Task Forces ,iOuld try
further to layout principles for an Authority to implement the Study.

}IT. Oxley entered the meeting.

Vir. Farmer asked what appeared to be the general public consensus during
the overall Task meetings. Mr. Sinclair replied that it appeared most people
were interested in the preservation of the present life style and the upkeep
of recreation opportunities and facilities. It was also suggested that tourists
pay for a portion of costs of maintaining local tourist recreation facilities.
A desire for good water quality and recreational opportunity also ranked high.

The Chairman thaPLed Mr. Sinclair for attending the meeting, and for the
work he had done under the Okanagan Basin Study in organizing Task Forces.

Mr. Sinclair mentioned that draft copies of the final report of the
Okanagan Basin Study would be made available to the Water Board prior to release.

Correspondence:

The following letters were read:

School
District
1123 Re:
Seminar

1. A letter of l~y 22nd, 1973 from School District #23, asking if the Board
was interested in co-sponsoring a fall seminar on water resource manage
ment. This would be done in a series of four night school sessions.

The Secretary-I~nager mentioned that he had discussed the proposal uith
the School Board and the Okanagan Basin Study. Before a seminar of this
nature could be arranged, it would be necessary to determine the schedule
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of the Public Participation Program of the Okanagan Basin Study for the
fall.

A separate series of Water Resource seminars running parallel to the
Okanagan Basin Study was not recommended.

A cooperative approach between the Study, the School Board and the
Okanagan Basin 1:latel' Board vlOuld have to be entertained.

lIT. Thompson urged the Board to take advantage of every opportunity to
educate the public.

Farmer - Lawrence

That the Okanagan Basin Water Board take this opportunity to co-sponsor
a water resources seminar prOVided that a suitable schedule could be arranged
with the Okanagan Basin Study.

CARRIED
-_.~" .....,...,.,--

V.Raudsepp 2.
Objections
to Pollution
Control
Applications:

Letter from V. Raudsepp, Chairman, Pollution Control Board indicating
that the Pollution Control Board has received th9 Okanagan Basin Water
Board letter of April 11th concerning objections under Section 13(6) of
the Pollution Control Act. The Board would bring the views of the
Okanagan Basin Hater Board to the attention of the Government.

Farmer - Du.Y1can

That the above letter be received and filed.

CARRIED

A.J. Chme- 3.
lauskas,
Re: Summer
land
Hatchery:

Letter from A.J. Cllillelauskas, Assistant Director, Pollution Control Br
anch concerning the Summerland Fish H~tchery, The letter informed that
Pollution Control Permit No. PE.,1583 dated I.J:ay 9th, 1973 has been issued
to the Department of Public Works for the Fish Hatchery at Summerland.

The Secretary-Manager recalled the past delicerations of the Okanagan
Basin Uatel' Board on this PC}':' t c Upon re.. iEu ing the Permit, vrhich has
nou been granted, the Secretary-H;mager noted that there has not been any
considerable change in the '\>rorks at pre.sent~ except for a collection sys
tem and an extended outfall. The quality of effluent would not be improv
ed. He had visited the Plant again recently, and suggested a possible
improvement vlOuld be separate treatment of 'l"Ja tel' originating from 1iJash
out of rearing tanks each morning. Since 1fash water flushed during the
half hour cleaning period contained the heaviest pollution load, this
could very easily be diverted?,i:Jay from the I".ain flou to a separate
settling basin and filterso

He suggested that this Permit be vievrcd nnly 2,8 a temporary Permit until
a comprehensive solution could be found for managing uaste jointly from
the Hatchery, the Summerland Cannery, and some areas of the District of
Summerland.

}tr. Farmer suggested the Government should be a leader in the field of
pollution control and asked uhether the Government has been listening to
the recommendations of the iJater Board.

The Secretary-,Manager mentioned that the Pollution Control Branch had
arranged a meeting in the early spring vrith representatives from the
Okanagan Basin Water Board, the District of S~rnmerland, the local Health
Unit, and the Fish Hatchery. Improved methods for managing this uaste
were discussed.

Titts. Lawrence suggested that a letter be uritten to the Pollution Control
Branch suggesting the above menti,oned changes and improvements to the
Permit.

Laurence - Farmer

That a letter be foruarded to the Pollution Control Branch suggesting
improvements in the worl=s as stated above.

CARRIED
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H.P. 4.
Klassen
Re: Hac
Donald's
Consolo :

Letter from H.P. Klassen, Pollution Control Branch, concerning the appli
cation for Pollution Control Permit by 11acDonald's Consolidated Cannery
at Summerland. The letter informed that Pollution Control Permit Ho.
PE-1160 dated May 24th, 1973 has been issued to r~cDonald's Consolidated
Cannery at SVEillerland. In ajudicating the application, the Pollution
Control Branch recognized that the most satisfactory solution for the
discharge was to remove it from the present receiving water and apply it
to land; however, as the latter scheme could involve other parties and
since action regarding the discharge is required immediately, the Permit
was issued. However, a schedule of compliances would have to be met by
the Cannery. These included in-plant modifications to remove solids,
provision of chlorination, construction of activated sludge prior to the
1974 operating season, provision of additional treatment facilities con
sidered necessary by the Director to meet effluent requirements which may
result from the Okanagan Study report, and/or the Food Products Inquiry,
prior to commencement of the 1975 operating season.

rtr. Farmer asked how Summerland COtmcil had received this Permit. Mayor
Barkldll replied that the Council uas prepared to go along uith this re
vised Permit. The District of Summerland vIaS still i:lorking on a compre
hensive scheme for handling all the wastes in the area.

The Secretary-IIanager mentioned that these Permi ts should only be viewed
as temporary Permits.

Fleming - Oxley

That the Permit, as issued to lfucDonald's Consolidated Limited, be
approved.

V.Raudsepp 5.
Re: Letter
of
Objection~

Letter from V. Raudsepp, Chairman, Pollution Control Branch, acknowledg
ing receipt of letters concerning applications for Pollution Control Per
mits by Oliver - Osoyoos Co-op Growers Association, Laurel Co-op Union,
Uncle Ben's Industries, and Sasges Cement Products.

Farmer - Lawrence

That the above letter be received and filed.

CARRIED----
V.Raudsepp 6.
Re: Crovm
Zellerbach
application:

Letter from V. Raudsepp, Chairman, Pollution Control Board, stating that
the Pollution Control Board has received the Water Board letter of April
12th concerning an application for a Pollution Control Permit by Crovm
Zellerbach to discharge effluent into Okanagan Lake at Kelovma. The views
of the Okanagan Basin Vater Board regarding this application have been
fon,arded to the Director of the Pollution Control Branch to be taken in
to consideration in making a decision on the application.

Lawrence - Duncan

That the above letter be received and filed.

CARll-lED---
Crmm 7.
Z311erbach
,s,nvdust
Ehrission

Letter from R.A. Jemson, Crown Zellerbach Ltd., stating that Crown Zeller
bach had received copies of the Hater Board correspondence to Hr. RaudsepPs
Chairman of the Pollution Control Board, stating objection to the discharge
of sawdust from bucking saws located at the log pond in the Kelowna mill
complex. The new mill now under construction would include a log bundle
lift and a dry land cut-off operation which should eliminate sawdust dis
charged to water by the fall of 1973.

Oxley - Farmer

That the above letter be received and filed.
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B.C. Cattle- 8.
men Re:
I. Nelson
Feedlot:

Letter from the B.C. Cattlemen stating that the Cattlemen understood
that the I. Nelson Feedlot, near the Similkameen River, has been completely
depopulated and could be for sale. Directors of the Keremeos Livestock
Association and the Cattlemen have been in tOllch with Ifrr. Nelson and no
fu~ther action is planned at this time.

IITs. Lawrence stated that the feedlot operator may be going out of busi
ness. Ifrr. Farmer expressed concern that if the land upon which the feed
lot was located is for sale it could be resold as another feedlot.

Lawrence - Farmer

That the above letter be received and filed.

CARRIED

Hon. J.Davis 9.
Re: 'Ideed
Control
Grant:

Letter from the Honorable Jack Davis, Ynnister Environment Canada, stating
the Government of Canada could not offer a Grant towards the Capital Cost
of weed control equipment as requested by the Board in a letter of f~rch

19th, 1973.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that a letter had been sen~ subsequent to
the time of the refusal of this Grant, to the Honorable Jack Davis request
ing that the slightly used truck, which forms an intregal part of the har
vesting mechanism, be allowed entry into Canada. There are presently tar
iff items prohibiting entry of this type of equipment. A reply from Ifrr.
Davis' office indicated that his office could not offer any assistance in
having the equipment imported into Canada.

The Secretary-Hanager mentioned that he had approached several different
avenues including Customs Brokers, The Pacific Region of the Customs and
Excise Branch and the Office of the Minister of National Revenue for a wai
ver of the Tariff Item prohibiting entry of the truck. The only remaining
alternative appeared to bo an Order in Council, if the Dept. of Industry,
Trade and Commerce would support this. The Vancouver Customs Office had
informed that the Hater Board would not be able to accept the truck even as
a gift.

Hayor Fleming suggested that the Provincial Government be approached and
present the case to the Federal Government on behalf of the Board. The En
vironment Minister's Office was showing extreme lack of cooperation in thi2
Pollution Control effort.

Fleming - Oxley

That the Province of British Columbia, through the rlinister of Lands, For
ests and Hater Resources, be approached to assist in importation, through Custon.s,
of aquatic weed harvesting equipment.

CARRIED

Mayor Fleming suggested that the Board also write to the Federal lfumbers of
Parliament, submitting copies of all correspondence exchanged with the Honorable
Jack Davis 1 s Office, and further that a request be made to table all correspond~

ence in the House of Commons for debate.

Aquatic Heed
Harvesting
Rates and
Scheduling:

The Secretary-Manager informed that the aquatic weed harvesting equipment
had arrived from Olympia on June 12th. The used truck, equiped with hydraulic
loader, was in the country only on a temporary basis.

The Chairman and Administrators of the Three Regional Districts had met on
Ilay 25th to discuss financing of the approximately ~310,OOO Capital balance re
quired on the equipment. The three Chairman agreed to recover this portion of
the Capital by adding it to the use rate of operating the machine. Only those
areas using the equipment would pay for Capital recovery.
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Osoyoos
Lake
Level~

The Secretary-Hanager indicated that arrangements have now been made with
the City of Vernon to operate and house the machine. He asked the Board vrhether
they wished to retain the equipment in the name of the Board and have it leased
to the City of Vernon at a nominal fee of ;;)1.00 per year. Mayor Fleming pointed
out that if the equipment were leased to the City there would be an advantage in
obtaining Fleet Insurance.

The Board agreed the equipment should be placed within the City of Vernon
on lease in order to take advantage of Fleet Insurance.

Mr. Farmer suggested that the Regional Districts should also be asked whe
ther they agree to leasing the equipment to the City of Vernon. The Districts
would have to be contacted in this regard.

Mayor Fleming mentioned that the City Engineer would keep account of all
costs incurred during the year so that a statement of costs could be presented.
Ilayor Fleming indicated that the City agreed with the principles outlined in a
draft by the Okanagan Basin Hater Board. The Secretary-Nanager and the Vernon
City Engineer had arrived at a rate that would be charged to those areas using
the equipment. The rate vrould be ~n9/hr. plus moving and accommodation costs.
Ratification of this rate would be required by the Board.

Fleming; - Oxley

That the ~n9.00 use rate, and the principles of operation, as outlined in
the draft copy of terms and conditions to apply between the Water Board and the
City of Vernon, be accepted.

CARRIED

The liater Board would be responsible for collecting fees in those areas
using the equipment and fOTIfarding this amo~mt to the City of Vernon.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that weed grouth was already near the water
surface. This rapid grovrth is a good potential for protein production. Research
on the use of aquatic weeds for agricultural purposes should be encouraged.
~ITs. Laurence suggested that the B.C. Cattlemen be contacted with the view to
encouraging research into uses of aquatic weeds.

Lavrrence - Farmer

That the B.C. Cattlemen be contacted and asked for assistance in finding
methods of uti:'_izing aquatic 1"ieeds, and that the Cattlemen 1 s Association contact
the Department of Agriculture for a Grant touard studies on Agricultural uses
of aquatic weeds.

CARRIED

The Secretary-Manager indicated that during the early spring, the level of
Osoyoos Lake had dropped as lovi as 908.40 ft. according to the Okanagan Flood
Control Datum. This is almost as low as the previous low record of 908.30 ft.
set in 1966. The main reason for this low level could be attributed to a great
er rate of discharge from the Lal:e, on the U.S. side of the Border, than the rate
of input to the Lake. The level of Osoyoos Lake is essentially controlled by a
mill pond operated by a private individual who has been instructed by the Inter
national Joint Commission not to increase the level of the L~ce above 909.32 ft.
B.C. Dat~~. This level represents the lower operating range of Osoyoos Lake.
During the late vd.nter and early spring, uhile B.C. Authorities lvere trying to
conserve water in Okanagan Lake there was no provision for conservation by U.S.
Authorities in Osoyoos Lake. Consequently water required for storage "\Jas re
leased. During this period approximately 300 cfs was being released from Okan
agan Lake while apprOXimately 550 cfs was being released from Osoyoos Lake.

The Sccretary-Hanager mentioned that many property o"lmers and resort Olimers
and the Village of Osoyoos were concerned over present low levels. A request
would have to be made, to U.S. Authorities, by the Province to retain more water
in Osoyoos Lake.
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Hr. Farmer suggested that a telephone call be placed to IIr. Raudsepp.
Deputy llinister of 1vater Resources. He would be able to contact appropriate
U.S. Authorities for correction to the rate of discharge.

The Secretary-Hanager mentioned that the level of Okanagan Lake VIas pre
sently 1122.48 ft. This is 1.31 ft. below the maximum operating level and .7
ft. below average. The Okanagan River discharge has been kept at a minimum
200 cfs. The June 1st snow survev indicates most snow courses have been de
pleted. Upper reservoirs are app;oximately 90% full.

The Secretary-IIanager mentioned that he had attended the Public Inquiry
Into Hunicipal Hastes sponsored by the Pollution Control Branch on IIay 1st and
had presented the Okanagan Basin 1ffiter Board brief. In total there were 28
presentations to the Inquiry representing; Regional Districts, Federal and Prov
incial Agencies, Consulting Engineers, and Environmental Groups. Technical in
formation presented is available at the Water Board office.

A general consensus during the Inquiry was that there should be basic
guidelines for Pollution Emissions for the entire Province. The Province could
be further divided into several management areasvlhere more detailed guidelines
could be set based on differences in stream flou, climate, geography, etc.
There iIas some suggestion of establishing management agencies by area and invol
ving local levels of Government as well. Tuny briefs suggested land disposal
of effluent as being the best method for removing nutrients from imter courses.

The panel of experts showed interest in the Okanagan Basin Hater Board pro
posal of land disposal systems for effluent management in the Ol:anagan.

Hayor Fleming mentioned that there had been much interest in the Vernon
Spray Irrigation project. A delegation fron noose Jaw uas presently visiting
the Plant. The same delegation had also toured the Penticton Plant.

Applications for Pollution Control Permits:

The following applications for Pollution Control Permits uere presented to
the Board:

Half1;·,ay
House
Resort:

1. Halfway House Resort - Application to discharge effluent from a laundromat
at Oyama into a dry well and drainage field apprOXimately 180 ft. from Kal
amalka Lake. The average annual daily discharge would be 100 gallons.
The Secretary-ilanager had visited the site, and it appeared that contamina
tion of surface water should not occur.

La,Jrence - Fleming

That the application by Halfuay House Resort be approved.

CARRIED

T.lI.H.
r:IcKinnon:

2. Application for Pollution Control Permit by T.VJ.H. I1cKinnon to discharge
effluent, collected by septic tank trucks, onto land near Dry Valley Road
in Kelovnia. The quantity of effluent to be discharged would be 50,000 gals.
daily. Effluent Hould be spread on land and plovled under. The Secretary
l1anager had visited the site and mentioned the main complaint arising from
this operation uas possible odor problems. IIouever, there uas no possibil
ity of Hater pollution. This uas q. good disposal method to prevent water
contamination.

The Regional District of Central mcanagan had not opposed the application.
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Duncan - Farmer

That the application by T.U.H. IIcKinnon be approved.

CARRIED

8.

Uestmills
Carpets:

3. Application by Uestmills Carpets Ltd. to discharge effluent from a Car
pet Plant into a series of lagoons near Highway 97 north of Kelowna.
Effluent would be treated in lagoons by mechanical aeration, gravity sett
ling, mechanical screening, floculation, air flotation and chlorinatioll.
Subsequently the effluent would be exfiltrated and used for crop irrig
ation as well. The amended application asked for an increase in the dis
charge over a two year period from 120,000 gal/day to 180,000 gal/day.
The Secretary-Manager had visited the site. He mentioned that there could
be a boron problem with the effluent when it is used to irrigate crops.
Although plants require minor amounts of boron, they are highly suscept
ible when excess of boron is used. A monitoring program should be carried
out near the ponds to determine whether boron levels are reaching a sign
ificantly high level. It may not be possible to irrigate crops 1'fith the
effluent, as suggested, by the applicant.

Farmer - Fleming

That the application by Westmills Carpets be granted.

CARJ:l.IED

Park
Nobile
Home
Sales:

4. Application by Park nobile Home Sales to discharge effluent from a I10bile
Horne Park at lfestbank into an extended aeration secondary treatment plant
1lith subsequent gro~md disposal of effluent. The average annual daily dis
charge would be 70,000 gals. The Secretary-f~nager mentioned that he had
visited the site with representatives of the Central Okanagan Regional Dis
trict Technical Committee. The present layout of the disposal site vms on
a bank close to BcDougall Creek 9 and could lead to water contamination.

The applicant will be submitting additional information and a neu plan for
effluent disposal. Consequently, it was recommended that the application
be tabled.

Farmer - Lawrence

That the application by Park Mobile Home Sales Ltd. be tabled.

CARRTED

5. The following applications for Pollution Control Permits involving Fruit
Packing Houses uere considered together.

a. Vernon Fruit Union.
b. Keremeos Growers Cooperative Association.
c. Haynes Cooperative Growers Exchange.
d. Honashee Cooperative Grm-rers Association.
e. Naramata Cooperative Growers Exchange.
f. Kelmma Grmlers Exchange Cooperative.

The Secretary-I1anager men honed that he hacl visited all Packing Houses.
Most discharges from Packing Houses are similar, involving a fairly large vol
ume of cooling vIa tel" ui th a small temperature rise, and a minute volume of nash
water, approximately 600 gals/day per P~cking House, used for washing and rins
ing fruit. He indicated that most Packing Houses discharge the vrash water con
taining some nutrients and solids to rock pits or other ground 8xfiltration fac
ilities. ROviever, several plants still maintain direct discharges to surface
watercourses. These should be corrected. Of the Plants listed above, those pre
sently discharging to surface uatercourses include the Vernon Fruit Union, the
Monashee Cooperative Growers Association, and the Naranata Cooperative GrOuTers
Exchange.
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Farmer - Oxley

9.

That the applications by the Vernon Fruit Union, the Monashee Cooperative
Growers Association and the ITaramata Cooperative Growers Exchange be objected to.

CARll-lED

Farmer - Lawrence

That applications by the Keremeos Growers Cooperative Association, Haynes
Cooperative Grouers Exchange and the KelO1V1la. Grouers Irxchange Cooperative be
approved.

CARRIED

Kelo"\oma
Ready-Nix
Concrete
Ltd.:

6. Application by Kelo'trma Ready-Hix Concrete Ltd. to discharge effluent from
concrete transit mixer trucks into a pit within the yard at Kelovma. The
maximum daily discharge would be 1,000 gals.

The Secretary-Manager had visited the site. There would be no surface dis
charge of VIater.

Oxley - Farmer

That the above application be approved.

CARRIED----

V/hi te
Uestern
Star Ltd.:

7. Application by Uhi te Uestern Star Heavy Duty Trucl= Assembly Plant to dis
charge effluent from septic taci=s and paint booths at the Kelovma Plant
into drainage fields and evaporation ponds. The average annual daily dis
charge of septic effluent would be 5,875 gals. The maximum daily discharge
to evaporation ponds from paint booths uould be 13,460 gals. The Secret
ary-Hanager had visited the site and indicated there "l[Quld be no surface
discharge of water.

Duncan - Fleming

That the application by Uhite 1Jestern Star be approved.

Pioneer 8.
Hoat
Packers Ltd.:

Application by Pioneer Heat Packers Ltd. to discharge effluent from a
meat packing plant into a dry well and drainage field located in Rutland.
Average annual daily discharge would be 9,000 gals. The Secretary-Ilanager
had visited the site and indicated there "\owuld be no surface water discharge.

Lawrence - Duncan

That the application by Pioneer Ileat Packers Ltd. be approved.

CARRIED

Other Busjness

Kal-Uood
Lake
Study

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that residents had been inquiring regarding
the present status of the Kalamalka-Wood Lake Study. Correspondence should be
directed to the Provincial Government inquiring as to the present status of the
Study. The Board agreed to contact the Province.
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Next IIeeting

The Chairman inquired of the Board whether they wished to follow
the procedure as in previous summers, whereby, summer meetings would
not be held, except as required. ftr. Farmer suggested that calling of
summer meetings be left to the discretion of the Chairman and the Sec
retary-IJ[anager.

Farmer - Oxley

That calling of su~mer meetings be left to the Chairman and Sec
retary-Hanager.

CARRIED

Fleming - Oxley

That the meeting be adjourned.

CARRIED

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
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Fridav, September 21st. 1973

1. Minutes from meeting of Jur~e 14th, 1973.

2. Accounts.

2:00 P.H.

3. Financial Statements - 6 months ended June 30th, 1973.

4. Correspondence:

(a). V~llage of Oliver.
Appointment of J. Hutton - representative.

(b). L. Bergman, vTater Investigations Bl'anch.
Re: Kalamalka - Wood Lake Water Basin Study.

(c). V. Raudsepp.
Re: Applications for Pollution Control Permits by Vernon Fruit Union,

Nonashee Co-op and Naramata Co-operative Growers Exchange.

Cd). B.E. Narr.
Re: Cheque for Aquatic Weed Harvesting Equipment.

(e). Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen.
Regional District of Central OkarBgan.
Regional District of North Okanagan.

Approval OI lease agreement aquatic weed harvesting equipment.

5. Ecology Division - Request for experimental project using herbicide for aquatic
Iveed control.

6. Report - Lake levels, streaillIlow, precipitation.

7. Applications for Pollution Control Permits.

1).
2) •
3) •
4).
5).
6).
7) •
8).
9).

10) •
11).
12) •

1

13).
14) •
15).
16).
17) •

Primrose Dairy, Armstrong.
O.K. Ready Mix, Kelowna.
Norgaard Ready-Mix, Princeton.
r~rten & William Gibbs, Readymix, SlliilIDerland.
Coldstream Paving Co • .Ltd., Coldstream.
Starmix Paving Ltd., Penticton.
Crovrn Zellerbach Ltd., Ke101ma.
Advance Fur Dressers Ltd., Coldstream.
Helmut Gehringer Car Wash, Osoyoos.
Impala Service Car Wash, Summerland.
Victory Motors, Kelovrna.
Vernon Fruit Union, Woodsdale.

, Oyama.
, vTinfield.

Kelovrna GrOlvers Exchange Co-op, Rutland.
Hiram Walker and Sons Ltd., Winfield.
McLeods By Products, Armstrong.
Union Carbide, Vernon.
Kelowna Plating & Bumper Exchange Co. Ltd.

8. Letter, Regional District of Central Okanagan.

Appointment of E. Lamont to the Water Board.

9. Other ~usiness.

Committse 1\Teeting

Beaupark Ranch Ltd. Water Licence Application.

Arrangements for meeting Idth Consultative Board to Okanagan Basin St"cy.



I'1INUTES FROM THE r1EETING OF THE CmTI'JIIT'J;'EE-OF-THE-UHOLE OF THE
OKANAGAN BASIN HATER BOARD SEPTErJ[BER 21st, 1973 3:45 P.l'f.
OFFICES OF THE REGIOnAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKANAGAN.

Present: F. itl.
G.V.
P.
R.ll.
S.
H.
E.
L.
G.
itl.

Laird
Lai'Trence
Farmer
Postill
Fleming
ThHaite
Lamont
Dooley
Sinclair
Parchomchuk

(Chairman)

(Secretary-Manager)

R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
Okanagan Basin Study

Beaupark
Ranch
Hater
Licence
Applica
tion:

The Chairman mentioned the purpose of this meeting would be to finally
review the Beaupark Ranch Ltd. water licence applications. A meeting had been
held between a Committee of the Regional District of Central Okanagan and North
Okanagan to review the licence, as suggested during the previous meeting of the
Board.

Mayor Postill mentioned that the Beaupark water licence application was
originally for approximately 5000 lots. The Regional District of North Okanagan
was very concerned about this development and established criteria which tempor
arily have stopped development. The Developer then entered District Lot 3688
in the Regional District of Central Okanagan where he has currently developed
172 lots and will pump from the lake. The development is also planned to enter
the North Okanagan Regional District for further expansion, in the Beaupark
Ranch area.

Mayor Postill felt this development must be slowed down or stopped be
cause it is 25 - 30 years premature. He suggested that a water licence be grant
ed for just the 172 lots and withheld on any further development.

Mayor Laird indicated that he had toured the area, with the Secretary
Manager, and was very concerned about how far the development has gone without
any form of formal approval.

r~yor Postill indicated that the Regional District of North Okanagan has
a By-Law to stop this type of development, but that such a ~-Law did not exist
in the Central Okanagan Regional District.

The Secretary-Manager explained that water licences up to 4000 acre feet
have been applied for, by Beaupark Ranch Ltd., for the entire development. The
Developer is now proceeding only in small stages compared to the initial develop
ment proposal. The first 172 lots have essentially been completely serviced al
ready, and a Public Utilities Commission certificate granted. These lots exist
in the Regional District of Central Okanagan. Alternate plans of the develop
ment are to move into the Regional District of North Okanagan. The water licen
ce being considered now, is only for the first stages of the development. Approx
imately 86,000 gallons/day would be required only for the 172 lots. However, the
total application is for 3,200,00 gallons/day.

Mr. Farmer questioned whether the Water Board should be used as a means
to control development where the Regional District of Central Okanagan should
have been used.

Mayor Postill said that the Board must look ahead to what will become of
the sewage from these developments.

~~yor Fleming indicated that the Regional District of Central Okanagan
could not legally stop this development since the~~ is not a By-Law covering it.
The Regional District of North Okanagan had established 28 criteria for this dev
elopment. The Developer has only met 9 of these. This type of development must
be stopped otherwise it could grow to 5,000 lots; all on septic taru~s. l~yor

Fleming stressed, the Board should make sure that this development is limited to
only 172 lots. The Regional District of Central Okanagan is in an impossible
situation since the land is not zoned. He had crossed into this Regional Dist
rict from the North Okanagan.
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Alderman Lamont was concerned about several other developments along
the Ilest side of Okanagan Lake. There has been no zoning. The Regional Dist
rict of Central Okanagan, he felt, was remiss. A By-Law has been develop
ed curtailing subdivision development without a water supply.

11ayor Fleming indicated that he supported Mayor Postill entirely and that
the Board should object to any further development in the Beaupark area. He felt
that if necessary a water licence should only be granted to that area which is
now legally required and stop any further developments so that he does not enter
the Regional District of North Okanagan. Development on the Hest hal: of the
Lake has been unsupervised so far. ~trs< Lawrence felt the Board should be
concerned with pollution from this development as well.

Alderman Lamont said that he vJas concerned l-Ti th the amount of develop
ment on the iJest slope of Okanagan Lake, in the Regional District of Central Ok
anagan. He asked the 1later Board to appeal to the Regional District of Central
Okanagan to see whether the development could be controlled.

Mayor Postill indicated that the Developer has done nothing illegal in
the Regional District of Central Okanagan. Everything has been done legally,
since the Department of Highways has given tentative approval.

The Chairman questioned whether a development should proceed as far as it
has without being given final approval. The Secretary-r~nager mentionei that the
intake pipe has already been placed across Crown Land on the bottom of the Lake
and that the development could have been stopped until a permit to cross Crolm
Land was obtained. Usually a permit to cross CrOl~ Land for water intake is
given only at the time a water licence is issued. Also a Public Utilities Comm.
ission certificate had been given long before a water licence was issued. In
the future, Public Utilities Commission certificates and water licences will b~

issued on the same day.

Alderman Lamont felt that the Developer TJould now have to be allowed to
go ahead with the 172 lots since they are almost completely serviced already.
He also felt that the 1later Board should correspond with the Regional District
of Central Okanagan to place zoning on the Hest side of the Lake. The same stan
dard should be applied in both the North Okanagan and Central Okanagan. The
Chairman indicated that since the l'Jater Board has looked closely at Pol] 1J+~ ••
Control Permits, they must also look at this water licence closely as well.
Mayor Postill indicated in order to remain viable, the Water Board must maintain
the quality of the lakes. Septic tallies must be moved back from the shoreline.

The Secretary-Manager indicated that even though the development has pro
gressed as far as it has, and the Developer has received a Public Utilities Comm
ission certificate, the Water Rights Branch has in no way committed any wate~not

even for the first 172 lots. The Board then felt that an objection should be
made not only to further licencing but to licencing even for 172 lots.

Postill - Lamont

That the Okanagan Basin Hater Board object strongly to any further lic
encing on the 1Jest slope of Okanagan Lake without first looking into Pollution
aspects. Licencing should be withheld until a complete waste disposal method is
submitted to the Board.

CARRIED

J:Ir. Lamont asked the Board also to consider requesting the Regional Dist
rict of Central Okanagan to control Westside evelopments.
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Farmer - Postill

That the Water Board is concerned with development on the lJest side of
Okanagan Lake Viith consequent water pollution. The Board Ivishes the Region-
al District of Central m~anagan to take appropriate steps in curtailing random
development in the Westside area.

CAPJUED

Mr. Sinclair entered the meeting.

The offices of the Okanagan Basin Water Board and the Okanagan Basin
Study had made preliminary arrangements for a meeting between the lIater Board
and the Consultative Board to the Study.

I1r. Sinclair was in attendance at the meeting and indicated that the
Study Vias now nearing completion. The final report would be due in October,
but the Study had been extended to Harch for printing and presentation of the
report to the public. The Consultative Board would like to meet with the lmter
Board on the evening of October 30th. A Press Conference would be held that
afternoon, by the Consultative Board, to release recommendations and the final
report for public reaction. That evening a supper meeting could be held with
the IJater Board. A draft copy of the final report would be made available to
the Board ten to fifteen days ahead of this meeting.

It I'TaS suggested that a dinner meeting start approximately at 6:00 p.m.
to be followed by a meeting between the two groups, to consider the final report.
r~yors and Chairman of Regional Districts throughout the Okanagan should be in
vited to the meeting. The meeting would be held in camera. The Board agreed to
the format of this meeting. Details would be arranged between the Bater Board
office and the Study office. The lIater Board would sponsor this meeting.

ftr. Sinclair indicated that another multi-meeting seminar would be held
on November 26th to answer further questions from the public and the Board.

Thwaite - Postill

That the meeting be adjourned.

CARRIED

The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m.
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Present: P.W.
G.V.
P.
R.
S.
H.
E.
L.
H...

Laird
Lawrence
Farmer
Postill
Fleming
Thiiaite
Lamont
Dooley
ParchomchvJc

(Chairman)

(Vice-Cha:i.rman)
(AIternate )

(Alternate)
(Secretary-}~nager)

R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.H.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.

Also in attendance:

fI.C. Bennett
Gwen Holland
B. Harvey
G. Sinclair
C. Hutton
T. Ualdon
H. HcIIeccan

Press and Radio:

f~yor, City of Kelowna.
Alderman, City of Keloiina.
Vernon Irrigation District.
Okanagan Basin Study.
Alderman, Village of Oliver.
City of Vernon.
City of Vernon.

Appointment
of CO'.J ...
JJmtton to
b WJ.t0r
BoaTd ... as
Observer~

Financial
Statement:

Keloima Daily Courier, Vernon News, CKIQ Radio, CKOV Radio.

The Chairman introduced I/fr. Chester J. Rutton of Oliver, uho had been
.appointed by the Village of Oliver, by letter of August 27th, 1973, as xepre
sentative of the Village to 'the Okanagan Basin Uater Board. I·Ir. Rutton was
welcomed to the meeting.

fUnutes of the meeting of June 14th, 1973 were presented for approval.

Thwaite - Farmera.. r.

That the minutes of the meeting of June 14th, 1973 be adopted as cir
culated.

CARRIE:D.

J~CcoUl1ts outstanding totalling ::)1,024.38 w'ere presented.

Fleming - Lawrence

That the accounts totalling 31,024.38 be paid.

C.ARRIED

The Secretary-I~nager presented the Financial Statement for the six
months ended June 30th, 1973. Total expenditure to date has been $9,663.00.
Mr. Farmer indicated the budget appeared well in hand..

Farmer - Fleming

That the Financial Statement for the six reonths ended June 30th, 1973
be accepted.

CAR..11.IED
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Correspondence:

The following letters were read:

2.

L.A.Bergman 1.
Re: Kalamalka
-iiood Lake
Study:

Letter from L.A. Bergman, Senior Hydraulic Engineer, Water Investig
ations Branch, replying to the iJater Board letter of June 22nd, 1973
concerning the Kalamalka - \Iood Lake 1:Jater Basin StUdy. r-Ir. Bergman
indicated that it was decided to extend the data collection period of
the Study through the 1973 runoff year to approximately July 15th in
order to monitor nutrient transfer in the Basin in a year of near av
erage runoff. This extension of data collection has moved the comple.·
tion date of the final report from December, 1973 to April, 1974.
Agencies and groups on the Study mailing list would be advised when to
attend a public meeting in the fall to comment on a number of possible
water management alternatives.

~~yor Fleming expressed concern that another delay in the Kalamalka 
Wood Lake Study was necessary. He suggested that a definite date for comple
tion be established and that a definite date be set for the fall public meet
ing concerning the Study. There should be some clarification on these datec.

That the above letter from f1r. Bergman be received and filed, and that
the Water Board receive definite dates for the fall public meeting relative to
the Study and the final completion date.

CARRIED

V. Raudsepp 2.
Re: Effluent

V.F.U.
Monahee Co-op
Naramata Co-op:

Letter of June 28th, 1973 from Raudsepp, Chairman, Pollution Control
Board, indicating receipt of the Water Board letter of June 22nd, 1973,
in which the Water Board had reviewed applications for permits to dis
charge effluent from the Vernon Fruit Union, Monashee Co-operative
Grouers Association, and the Naramata Cooperative Growers Exchange. The
comments of the Board concerning improvements in the method of discharg
ing wash water from these operations have been noted and the Pollution
Control Board would refer the letter to the Director of the Pollution
Control Branch for his attention.

Fleming - Farmer

That the above letter be received and filed.

B.E. Ha.rr 3.
Re: Cheque
Aquatic
Heed
Harvesting
Equipment:

Letter of June 15th, 1973 from B.E. li~rr, Chief Engineer, Water Invest
igations Branch, indicating an enclosed cheque in the amount of 833,000.
being an advance against the Water Investigations Branch share of the
cost of the Aquatic Weed Harvesting Equipment. The advance ~ms bas2d on
the estimated total coet of the Equipment of $44,000. This was sUbjB~t

to change in the event of a price adjustment.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that all Documents and Invoices are now
in concerning purchase of the machine. The final cost was 8713.00
lower than initially anticipated, therefore, a cheque in the amount of
8536.08 shculd be returned to the Water Investigations Branch.

Fleming - Thwaite

That a cheque in the amount of $536.08 be returned to the Water Investi
gations Branch as the return portion of Aquatic Weed Harvesting Equipment.

CARRIED
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Lease 4.
Agreement
Re~ Aquatic
Heed Harvest
ing Equipment:

Letters from the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkam~n, the R~gional

District of Central Okanagan, and the Regional District of North Okana
gan were presented to the Board. The letters indicated that all three
Regional Districts supported the Okanagan Basin \Jater Board's decision
to lease Aquatic lveed Harvesting Equipment to the City of Vernon. The
City of Vernon Ivould in turn operate the Equipment throughout the Okana
gan and the Province as requested by the 1Jater Board.

The Secretary-I1anager mentioned that a lease agreement has now been
dravm up.

~armer - Lawrence

That the above correspondence be received and filed.

CAR.ii.IED

Experimental
Project us
ing Herbi...
cides for
Aquatic
Ueed Con...
trol:

Precipita
tion, Lake
Levels, &
Stream Flow:

The Secretary-I~nager explained that the Ecology Division of the \Jater
Investigations Branch has been conducting research on Aquatic lfeeds along with
the Okanagan Basin Hater Board in the Vernon Area for the past tuo years. The
Ecology Division is now interested in trying several experimental plots using
herbicides for aquatic weed control. The technique has been used in many other
parts of the country. The Secretary-Manager explained that he had written let
ters to the Village of Coldstream, the City of Vernon and to the Regional Dist
rict of North Okanagan requesting their permission before the program is under
taken. He also indicated that the Ecology Division would set up a Committee
comprised of representatives from Fisheries, Health, and other Government Agen
cies, to insure the safety of chemicals used.

The Ecology Division wishes to have the consent of the llater Board as
well. The Secretary-I~nager mentioned herbicide use would only be on a pilot
scale and complementary to aquatic weed harvesting. He indicated that aquatic
weed harvesting was the method previously chosen because of public opinion con
cerning the use of herbicides; however, he stressed that the proper precautions
would be taken by the agencies involved. A letter had been received from the
SPEC organization in Vernon indicating opposition to the use of chimicals.

Thwaite - Fleming

That the Okanagan Basin Water Board agree to a small scale experimental
project using herbicides for the control of aquatic plants in the North end of
Okanagan Lake and Kalamalka Lake. This project to be undertaken by the Ecology
Division.

CARRIED

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that there had been considerable interest
this summer on stream flow and weather record~ since it was a very dry summer.
He had compiled some recent and historic records on precipitation and stream
flow.

Figures on April to August, 1973 , precipitation for Kelovrna, Penticton,
Keremeos and Princeton were presented. These were compared with historic aver
ages for these same months. In the period April to August, 1973 only 1.32 inr10

es of rain had fallen in Keremeos, this is compared with a historic average of
4.32 inches for the same period. In Penticton from April to August, the monthly
precipita tion ranged behleen only 5% to 5<4& of normal.

In Kelovma the April to September 20th precipitation in 1973 was 3.13 in
ches. This was less than in the drought years of 1929, 1930 and 193~ being 5.00

3.56 and 4.87 inches respectively.
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A record had been established this summer for mln~um net inflow into
Okanagan Lake. During August the net inflou to Okanagan Lake uas 1:"·:;4f~lO acre
feet, this is the highest negative infloll on record. i.e. evaporation had
exceeded stream inflou to the Lake by 34,210 acre feet. The net inflow to
Okanagan Lake during the period April to July, 1973 was 123,780 acre feet as
compared to the drought years of 1929 - 31 when April to July net inflou was
96,000 acre feet in 1929) 131,400 acre feet in 1930, and 116,000 acre feet in
1931. During the flood of 1972 the net inflow during the same period was 691,
890 acre feet. The current level of Okanagan Lake was 1,120.99 feet elevation
on the 20th of September. This is 1.2 feet above the minimum operating level.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that many streams were dry or flowing at
very minimal levels during the summer. IIission Creek, the largest tributary to
Okanagan Lake, had only two or three cfs flow in the lower portions of the stream
during August.

For the ueek ended September 11th, 1973 the mlnlmUill flow in the Similkam
een River at Nighthauk was 280 cfs. This was a near record low for this period
of the year. The louest recorded flow on the Similkameen River for September
was 202 cfs in 1940. During the drought years minimum flows on the Similkameen
were: 252 cubic feet per second in 1929, 334 cubic feet per second in 1930, and
328 cubic feet per second in 1931.

J~st irrigation districts had adeq
uate storage water to bring them through the irrigation season, but several had
very little to spare. There was some difficulty in the Scotty Creek Irrigation
District, and the South East Kelowna Irrigation District. The Naramata Irriga
tion District had to increase capacity by pumping from Okanagan Lake. Those
districts storing water did not incur great difficulties; however, individuals
relying on natural stream flow for irrigation experienced water shortages as
stream flow was very low or non-existent during the summer.

The Board agreed the above figures were very revealing as to the intensity
and seriousness of this years drought, and suggested that these statistics be
compiled and circulated to Regional Offices and to the public.

~ITs. Lawrence indicated that where figures are available to show the ex
tent of this years dry condition better preparations can be made over the winter
period should dry conditions continue.

Mr. Farmer mentioned that although Okanagan Lake had storage water avail
able, water levels in Osoyoos Lake were very low. This was largely due to the
terms of the International Joint Agreement which had set a maximum operating
level, but had neglected a minimum operating level, consequently water is allow
ed out of Osoyoos Lake on the United States side of the Border creating very 1011
water conditions this summer.

Mayor Fleming urged the Board to have the International Joint Commission
change this situation. The Board should support an agreement to have a minimmfr
operating level on the lake.

Mr. Farmer indicated that he had approached the Senior Levels of Govern
ment concerning the situation. He indicated that the Okanagan-Similkameen Flood
Control Committee has already corresponded regarding this and pressure has been
brought to bear on the Government to have the Dam, at the south end of Osoyoos
Lake, changed. Mr. Farmer felt that additional correspondence, by the Water
Board, may tend to confuse the issue.

Itrs. Lawrence suggested that copies of the Regional District of Okanagan
Similkameen correspondence be sent to the Water Board.

Mayor Fleming felt that the vJater Board should lent its support to im
prove the situation on Osoyoos Lake. This condition should not have been allowed.
This should be brought before the Federal Parliament. There is no need to toler
ate a situation \'There one man is allowed to control such an important body of
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water, particularly in view of the large amounts of money that has been spent
studying these lakes in an effort to control and conserve water.

The Chairman mentioned that although Osoyoos Lake is directly effected,
this also has a bearing on the entire Okanagan as water must be conserved on
Okanagan Lake rather than passing directly through the system.

rrr. Farmer suggested that the Secretary-Manager of the ~Jater Board attend
the next meeting of the Okanagan-Similkameen Floor Control Committee.

The Secretary-Manager explained that the Osoyoos Lake situation had been
brought to the attention of the Senior Governments in the late winter when the
Secretary-f1anager and Mr. Metcalf of the Okanagan Flood Control office had real
ieod that water was being released on the United States side of the Border at a
much greater rate than the inflow to Osoyoos Lake. He had brought this to the
attention of the Village of Osoyoos and to the lIater Resources Service.

The Chairman said that the situation involved more than just Osoyoos Lake
but the entire valley, and that the Water Board should send a letter supporting
the concern of the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen.

Fleming-Lawrence

That the Okanagan Basin Water Board lend its support to the control by
the International Joint Commission of water levels on Osoyoos Lake and that the
letters of the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen on this topic be sent
to the Okanagan Basin Water Board for information.

CARRIED

Applications for Pollution Control Pe~~ts:

Primrose
Dairy:

1. Application by Primrose Dairy of Armstrong, B.C. to discharge 50 gallons
per day of effluent from a dairy farm into a ditch which discharges into
Deep Creek. The Secretary-I1anager had visited the site and indicated
that the volume was very small; however, the present discharge to an open
ditch was not desirable and suggested that the discharge be confined to
a rock pit or some other means of ground disposal.

Farmer - Thwaite

That the above application be approved subject to the effluent being re
moved from the ditch.

CARRIED

2, 3, 4, 5, & 6.OlcReady-Mix,
Norgaard
Ready-Nix,
]\ifartin &
i:filliam Gibbs
Ready-Nix,
Goldstream
Paving, &
Starmix
Paving:

Separate applications for Pollution Control Permits by Okanagan Ready
Mix of Kelowna, Norgaard Ready-Nix of Princeton, Martin and William
Gibbs Ready-Tlix of Su~merland, and two separate applications by Goldst
ream Paving Ltd. of Goldstream and Starmix Paving of Penticton, were pre
sented and reviewed jointly.

The Secretary-lf~nager indicated that the effluent water from concrete
Ready-Mix plants was simply wash water from concrete trucks and was dis
charged to pits on the site. The effluent from the Paving plant was
simply scrubbed out dust and was also discharged to pits on the site.
There was no surface discharge of water in any of the above operations.
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Farmer - rrhi,rai te

6.

That the applications for Pollution Control Permits by Okanagan Ready
Mix, Norgaard Ready-Mix, Martin & lJilliam Gibbs Ready-Mix, Coldstream Paving
Co. Ltd., and Starmix Paving Ltd. be approved.

CARRIED

Croim
Zellerbach
Ltd.:

7. Application for an amendment to a Pollution Control Permit by Crown
Zellerbach Ltd. of Kelo~n1a to discharge effluent from a Cardboard Box
Plant into a secondary treatment system with subsequent discharge to
drain fields l'li thin 300 feet of Mill Creek. The Secretary-Hanager men
tioned that this amendment was merely to approve the amount of total
solids in the effluent from 750 parts per million, as earlier indicated,
to 1100 parts per million. This change was required in vieil of the
acutal operation of the treatment facility. The Secretary-~mnager had
visited'tto site. It was difficult to tell whether there were toxic
components in the entire effluent as an entire chemical breakdown had
not been given on the application; however, he suggested that this be
reviewed by the Pollution Control Branch. Since there was a fairly large
volume of discharge (approximately 18,000 gallons daily).into a drain
field, some monitoring of nearby ground water should be implemented to
see whether there would be contamination of nearby Ifill Creek.

Farmer - Flemin~

That the above application by Crown Zellerbach Ltd. be approved sllbject
to monitoring.

CARRIED

Advance
Fur
Dressers
Ltd. :

8. Application by Advance Fur Dressers Ltd., to discharge effluent from a
Fur Dressing Plant located in the Municipality of Coldstream. The daily
discharge would be approximately 200 gallons. Treatment would consist
of screening, settling tanks, a tile field and a lagoon. The Secretary
Manager had visited the site. He noted the application stated several
elements considered to be toxic, particularly,chromium, copper and clor
ides. He suggested that even though the volu~e of effluent was small,
some consideration should be given to these toxic elements; especially
since the present lagoon is located within 60 feet of Coldstream Creek.
It was suggested that this lagoon be moved further from the Creek. I~yor

Postill of Coldstream also agreed the lagoon was to close to the Creek,
and should not be approved on these basis.

Postill - Flemin~

That the application by Advance Fur Dressers Ltd. be approved subject to
the lagoon being moved further away from the Creek.

CARRIED

Helmut 9.
Gehringer
Re: Car Hash:

Application by Helmut Gehringer to discharge effluent from a car wash at
Osoyoos, B.C. into a ground drainage field, after it had passed through
sediment tanks. The average daily discharge would be 200 gallons. The
type of effluent would be typical car wash effluent.

Farmer - Laurence

That the above application be approved.

CARRIED
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Impala 10.
Service Ltd.
Re: Car Hash:

Application by Impala Service Ltd. to discharge effluent from a Coin
Operated Car Hash at Summerland, B.C. into the ground. The daily dis
charge would be 640 gallons. The Secretary-Manager had visited the site.
There would be no surface discharge.

Thwaite - Postill

That the application by Impala Service Ltd. be approved.

CARRIED

Victory
Motors
Ltd. :

11. Application by Victory Motors Ltd., of Kelo~ma to discharge effluent
from a wash rack 9 used for washing cars; and a floor drain, for surface
water, into a rock and gravel pit near Pandosy Street in Kelowna. The
daily discharge would be 50 gallons. The Secretary-Manager had visited
the site. There would be no surface discharge.

Farmer - Lawrence

That the application by Victory Motors Ltd. be approved.

CARRIED

Vernon 12.
Fruit
Union Re:
Uoodsdale,
Oyama,
& Uinfield:

Application by the Vernon Fruit Union to discharge effluent from fruit
packing operations at Woodsdale, Oyama, and Winfield. The type of efflu
ent to be discharged would be rinse water from fruit washing operations.
The amount of discharge would be approximately 500 - 1000 gallons a day
from each of three packing plants.

The Secretary-Manager had visited the site. He mentioned that the plant
at Hoodsdale discharged effluent to an open ditch. Hater in the ditch
usually seeps aW'ay; hOiiever 1 the ditch does lead directly to Hoods Lake
and should be blocked. The Secretary-Ilanager mentioned that he had re
vie1'red these applications, by the Vernon Fruit Union, in the Hoods Lake
area with the Tecru1ical Committee to the Regional District of Central
Okanaga~ It was a recommendation of that Committee that these applic-
ations be reviewed subject to completion of the Kalamalka-vTood Lalce Study.
Although these discharges were to ground water the Kalamalka - Vood Lake
chain is becoming very delicate to any addi tione.l nutrients.. I t is
likely that even discharges to groundwater may not be acceptable.

Fleming - Postill

That the applications by the Vernon Fruit Union be approved subject to
review when the Kalamalka-i:Tood Lake Study is completed.

CARRIED

Kelovma
Gro1'l'ers
Exchange:

13. Application by KelO1ma Grovrers Exchange to discharge effluent from a
"Stop Scaldilapplicator into the ground on the site, near Sexsmith Rd., in

Rutland. The amount of discharge would be 600 gallons per year. The
Secretary-Manager had visited the site and felt that there would be no
water contamination.

Lawrence - Far~~

That the above application by KelouITla Growers Exchange be approved.

CARRIED



fiIDJUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OKAliiAGAH lli'\.SIN iJATER BOARD
September 21st: 1973. 8.

Hiram
Walker
& Sons
Ltd. :

14. Application for an amendment to a Pollution Control Permit by Hiram
lialker & Sons Ltd. This application was for an amendment to increase
suspended solids from 180 parts per million, as on the present Permit,
to 375 parts per million to correspond with the existing operation.
The amount of water discharged would be 200,000 gallons per day to a
secondary treatment system and exfiltration lagoons. The Secretary
Manager had visited the site and reviewed it with Technical personnel.
Iloni toring 'l'Jells had indicated a slight increase in alkalinity, salts
and nitrogen; however, the increase was slight and not significant.
The Secretary-Manager recommended that monitoring be continued.

Thwaite - Postill

That the application by Hiram Walker & Sons Ltd. be approved.

CARRIED

HcLeodls
By-Products
Ltd. :

15. Application by McLeod's By-Products Ltd. of Armstrong to
effluent from a Cattle By-Products Processing Plant into
on the site. The daily discharge would be 150 gallons.
Manager had vi-sited the site. There 1Jould be no surface
of water.

discharge
a pit located
The Secretary
contamination

Farmer - Posti~l

That the application by McLeod!s By-Products Ltd. be approved.

£ARRIED

Union 16.
Carbide
Canada Ltd.:

Application by Union Carbide Canada Ltd. of Vernon to discharge efflu
ent from generation of acetylene, from calcium carbide, into a settling
pond on the property. The discharge would be apprOXimately 260 ga]10~~1
day. There would be no runoff from the pond. The effluent contained
essentially calciu~ hydrOXide. The Secretary-I~nager mentioned that it
may be worthwhile to explore uses for this by-product which has been used
in the treatment of sewage effluent and for purifying 'l'Tater.

Thwaite - Postill

That the application by Union Carbide Canada Ltd. be approved.

CARRIED

Kelmma
Plating &
Bumper
Exchange
Co. Ltd.:

17. Application by Kelowna Plating & Bu~per Exchange Co. Ltd. of Kelowna,
B.C. to discharge effluent from a chrome plating plant into the ground
in the Uestside Industrial Park near KelO1ma. The average annual daily
discharge would be 350 - 400 gallons.

The Secretary-Manager had visited the site. Although the daily discharge
was very smail, the effluent contained some highly toxic components;
mainly nicke~ chromium, cyanide, and iron. If these toxics were to move
through the soil, water contamination could eventually result. However;
with the very small volume of water involved, chances of this was remote.
Some monitoring should be done to insure safety of ground water supplies.
It may be possible to precipitate out some of the toxic components before
discharging effluent from the plant.

postill - Farmer

That the application by Kelovma Plating & Bumper Exchange Co. be approved
subject to appropriate monitoring.

CARRIED
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A letter of September 12th, 1973 from the Regional District of Central
Okanagan was read. The letter advised that at the regular Board meeting of
the Regional District held on July 18th, 1973, the folloWing were appointed
to the Okanagan Basin Water Board:

A. Duncan, H. Thwaite, E. Lamont, and L. Dooley (Alternate).

Ur. Lamont vIaS the newly appointed member. The Board 1-relcomed these
appointments.

Other Business~

Pollution The Secretary-Manager mentioned that he had two reports available for
Control members of Regional Districts, M~micipalities, and the public who would be
Objectives interested. The first was a report on Pollution Control objectives for the
for Food Food Processing Agriculturally Oriented and other ~liscellaneous Industries.
Processing This was a prelimina~J draft, available for further comment. The objectives
and Agricul~ were the result of a Public Inquiry sponsored by the Pollution Control Branch
turally in ITovember of 1972. The Water Board had made a submission to this Inquiry
Oriented relative to Agricultural and Food Processing wastes in the Okanagan. These
Industries~ guidelines would be of assistance to personnel involved in food and agricult-

ural vraste management in the Valley.

Digestive
Haste
Disposal:

Vernon
Spray
lrrigation~

Algae
Tulameen
River~

Another report entitled ilDigestive Haste Disposal - A New Alternative"
indicated a nel'rly engineered method of disposing of single home effluent by
complete digestion. Some variations of the system partially recycled uate~and

others completely recycled water. These systems would be especially useful
uhere water shortages occur and vrhere the disposal of effluent is difficult,
such as, in high water tables and hard ground surfaces. The report is avail
able from G.\!. Bentham and Associates Ltd., 332 - 1207 Douglas St., Victoria,B.C.

l~yor Fleming informed that a meeting uould be held in Vernon on October
13th, 1973 to determine Vernon's proposal for full scale spray irrigation of
the City's domestic seuage effluent. This lTould be a Conference type meeting
with several Ilinisters from the Provincial Resource Departments, and several
from the Federal Government present to determine the best means for implement
ing the Vernon Spray Irrigation project. The Hinister of Agriculture, the IIin
ister of IIunicipal Affairs, the Hinister of Lands, Forests and Hater Resources,
the Federal Minister of the Environment and representatives from the Land Comm
ission are expected to be at the meeting. This meeting would have implications
for Spray Irrigation of selTage effluent and land use in the Valley. The Mayor
said he knew the lIater Board was interested in this type of solution because of
resolutions passed by the Board recommending land disposal of effluent uhere
possible. Mayor Fleming suggested that the Secretary-Manager and members of
the Board be present as Observers.

Hrs. Lm'rrence asked the Secretary-ITanager to report on his reconnaiss
ance trip into the Tulameen River and Otter Lake recently.

The Secretary-Ilanager mentioned that he had recently been in Princeton
and had received complaints of Algae taste and odor in the domestic water supply
system. He had investigated up stream into Otter Lake and the Tulameen River.
The Algae taste appeared to be coming from Otter Lake as a result of the fall

Helie offllof Algae and turnover of the Lake. H01'rever, an abundance of long green
filp_mentos algae Has growing in the pristine section of the Tulameen River.
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Aquatic
Heed
Harvesting
Hachine:

This 1las not expected as the water is very clear and no sources of effluent
are found up stream on the river. T'lhen this abundant green algae dies off this
will add further to odor and taste problems in the lower water supply system.
He suggested that the Ecology Division of the lJater Resources Service be con
tacted and Biologists be sent to investigate this type of grmlth found in the
River. The Board agreed to this.

f~yor Bennett asked the Board concerning availability of the aquatic
vleed harvesting machine. He uished to kno1i 1:Thether the Board had funds to oper-:
ate the machine in various areas throughout the Valley. There were several areas
that were complaining of lieed grouth but the weeds were not harvested. The Sec
retary-Ilanager mentioned that the machine has been completely available all sum~

mer, but those Ilunicipalities or private individuals wishing to use the machine
must pay the use rate of ~1l9.OO/hr. The Board and the Provincial Government
have paid the entire Capital Cost of the machine. Now it would be the responsi
bility of local Municipalities and private individuals to meet only the operat
ing costs. Once they are prepared to meet these costs the machine would be made
available on ve~J short notice.

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
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1<ir.. Farmer, Vice-Chairman of the Okanagan :Basin Water Board, opened the
meeting and introduced members of the Consultative Board who were present.
~~. Farmer congratulated the Consultative Board in producing the final Report
o~ the Okanagan Basin Study in a concise and understandable manner. He encour
aged local representatives to accept the recommendations of this Report and to
co-operate in implementing findillgS of the Report in order to protect the local
environment for future generations.

Hr. ~!a:rx indicated that there "I"ias both a long and a short version of the
Report. The Board had received a short summarized edition. A much larger vol
umn was available for detailed L~ormation. }fr. I~rr briefly reviewed the high
li&~ts of the Report:

(1). He mentioned. that "liith sound management and greater fluctuation of
Okanagan Lake, the Okanagan should be able to meet all consumptive
and. non-consumptive water uses in most years. In extreme drought
years only consumptive uses would. be completely satisfied.

(2). As a l~sult of deterioration to water quality, there are proposals
made in the Report for waste treatment and management for removal
of phosphorus. All pollutants to tributary streams should be :ce=
moved ..

(3). The Report indicated. that there is a heavy demand for Water
recreation. There must be sufficient public areas set aside to
meet this expanding demand.

(4). In Fisheries management; Trepanier Creek, Equesis Creek, and Missicn
Creek, should be managed intensively for fish production and for
domestic water supply~

'~-

(5). One important recommendation of the Study is to find some means to
implement the program which had been recommended. I'fr. Narr indic'~'~

ted that it has been recommended. that one Regional District provide
a single management authority for the watershed. The bour!daries of
the watershed should be coincident with the boundaries of the Regian
al District. This would prOVide a tax base over the entire area fo.r
waste management projects. Waste management would rest primarily
with local residents with assistance from Senior Governments. The
prime flillction of the single basin authority would be 'VTaste 'VTater
management, flood plain zoning, and water recreation management~

Hr. l1arr mentioned that land management is also closely related. to
the above. He further indicated that the Public Involvement Program
made it very clear that the Valley wanted one single valley-wide
authority to manage local water resources. He indicated there was
a strong feeling that water was very critical to the Valley and
there was need to create a management body. He indicated that the
single Regional District concept could also create some local bo~~d~

ary problemse

An implementation Task Force i,s to be set up on or before' the 31st of Naron:
1974. The Task Force would advise and recommend to the Federal, Provincial and
local Gove~~ents, actions required to implement the Plan. This Task Force would
submit on or before the 30th of June, 1974 a draft agreement.

I'!ayor Th"l'1'aite asked ,-That the status of the Study is nO'-f.. "lould there be ;~

any continuation of the Study. }ir. :tvIarr indioated that the Study is nO"T comple=;
ted$ After these final meetings the Study would report back to the Federal and
Provincial Hinisters by the 31st of JV!arch. It "Tould then be up to the Hinisters
to decide future action.
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Hayor Thl'Taite mentioned that if recommendationa of the Study were to be:':
implemented local communities would have to present a united front to Seni0r
Goven..ments for implementation and also provide some of the funds for :;:,; is
necessary. He mentioned that even though the Report is finished and will be
presented to the }linisters there will still be local pressure required on Senior
Governments to do the things required in the Report. Hr. r1a.rr agreed that '~•. :
local pressure would be required.

Alderman Oakes mentioned that there is apparently a forest cutting pl~n

proposed for the Penticton watershed. He asked how it would be expected tb~t one
single Regional District for the entire Valley could curtail this cutting which
may be detremental to the 'I'ratershed. Hr. fJarr mentioned that the Regional'Dist
rict would consult with the Forest Service and possibly arrange for leases, or
Green Belts near streams~ and take other measures to prevent erosion. There
would be consultation with other agencies as well. }k. Farmer suggested that
funds set aside through the Regional District could be used to purchase Gr~en

Belts along those streams zoned for Green Belt protection. Itr. }~rr indicated
that a Task Force on community watersheds within the Province has been set up.

~~yor Bennett asked if the present'set up of the Okanagan Basin Water
Board, under the Three Regional Districts, would be ad;~CJ.nat6 for a management
agency in the Valley provided that 'L'1,e Terms of Reference of the Okanagan Basin
Water Board were changed.

Hr.. Barr indicated that the p:r:oblem. of the present sat up '\,,8,8 that the
Board did not have an adequate tax base. Funds would be required from the entire
Valley to build sewer plants. This would have to be a charge against the v}l~10

watershed area, since the whole watershed woUl«benefit. Sewer trunk lines a~d

collector lines 1"Tithin a local area, hO'l'lever, could be born entirely by the zpe..,
cific area.. ~IT. Farmer suggested that a tax could be levied on the three Regional
Districts.. :

}~yor Fleming suggested rather than creating one Regional District over
the entire Valley, wh~ch would be cumbersome, that the Okanagan Jasin Water Board
be strengthened to act as the coordinating body. If works reqUired for construc=
tion cross the boundaries of ~JO Regional Districts, the Water Board would
have to coordinate this. He indicated that part of the North Okanagan Regional
District is in the Fraser vmtershed. It would be difficult to have any of that
area support water protective measures in the Okanagan. In the present Regional
Districts, Water ~~nagement is probably the one most important function that
should be looked at as a 'Iihole by the ::'..;::ee areas.. The 'Hater Board should be
given more strength vdth administrative and legislative authority. There should
be a method whereby the Water Board could meet the objectives as mentioned in the
recommendations.

I1r. Farmer asked if an area - for example - the South, should be taxed for
vlOrk that uas done say in the Rutland area. Nayor Fleming replied it imuld be
very difficult to do this. If an amalgamation uas tried it would be very diffi
cult to have people in one end of the Valley agreeing vTith people at the other
end. However, all three Regional Districts must agree to strengthen the Board
to act as an intermediary. The precise nature of this structure has not been "
worked out but the pfuyor felt confident that it could be done. He agreed with
the principles in the Report suggesting a single management agency iiith authority,
but if a massive Board vms created for all aspects of local Government there
could be substantially divided interest. There could be ways found to work
within the existing form.

Hr. Harr indicated that if one R8gional District 1'1'as created the bound:l::ie.s
would be smaller than any of the present districts in terms of area. The popula
tion, h0'l1ever, would be larger. He suggested that he would like to see the Ok:,PM
agan Basin 'Uater Board provide some recommendations as to how this adminis'L.:'i,1 tiV3

set up i'Tith a Uater Board and t:~::-ee Regional Districts vlOuld be structured~

r'ITS. Jordan asked, that if one Regional Board 1"Tas established, 'l'TOuld tb.:=..t
Board have all the responsibilities that R8gional Districts presently r..a.ve jn,.;-i,'.to.-
ing all aspects from dog control to vater managem8nt. Iik. I'~rr repli'3d. t113t in
considering one Regional District they were very care:"ul to see that anothE'.C' lCiTGl

,
f
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of Government was not set up. All functions would, therefore, have to be lh~der

tLis one level of Government.

Hayor Fleming indicated t1:lB.t if there \Tas to be one Regional District for
the Okanagan watershed area only, three or fOQ~ areas in the North Okanagan, such
as Lumby, Cherryville and the Monashee would be removed from that Regional Dist
rict. This section of the North Okanagan community would be separated and forced
to communicate with remote areas. The market area and line of communication for
those communities is in the North Okanaga~. It would be difficult to ask these
people to go into another Regional District. The Regional Districts now have an
organization in the Hater Board that could be made effective \'lith changes in leg
islation. The Municipalities within the Regional Districts are just now begin
ning to work together. lIe could not have these areas separated into another
Regional District. This would create a communication gap.

}~. }~rr said tp~t he would like to see the Water Board spell out how it
would operate as an authority under three Regional Districts. The Water Board
had been set up to advise the senior levels of Government.

fByor Postill indicated that if one Regional District was set up it should
include the area larger than just the watershed. It should include the entire
geographic and market area.

}~. Lamont felt that Regional Directors with their experience viewed Reg~

ional Districts differently than the general public. EXisting school boundaries
and Regional boundaries are the 'Hay they are for a purpose. He felt that a stren~

gthened Water Board should also cross jurisdiotional boundaries of land use as
well. Regional Districts have taken over local GoverP~ent jobs such as fire pro-'
tection, garbage and dog control. The Regional District should be given a posi~

tive function. The present Regional Districts are apprehensive should they be
absorbed into one large District. If there is to be a move made in that direct
ion it should be started by strengthenip~ the present Okanagan Basin Water Board.

}~. Farmer indicated that Regional Districts were first set up using School
District boundaries and market area. The present water management function should
be consolidated and the Hater Board designated to manage i·rater alone. Hr. Harr
indicated that it is not just water alone which becomes involved. Land Use is .
closely related, Green Belts and Feed Lots are also related to \'later quality man
agement. The concept of one Regional District has its attractions in that it
would be easier for one Regional District to implement the recommendations.
!{r. Farmer remarked t however, that this could be a political colosis.

fhyor Bennett indicated that the Water Board could do the implementation
provided that its Terms of Reference I"Iere cr.tanged. There could be political pro
blems if the three Regional Districts were combined.

Nr. Duncan asked how much study has been done on loce,l Regional Districts
and the Water Board functions.

I1r. ~~rr indicated that there was a problem in gettiIlg the Regional District~

together in the first instance to establish the Water Board. He was concerned at
hOI"T much greater the problem iiOUld be to get the three areas to agree on common
se~rege treatment facilities.

}~yor Bennett indicated that the i'later Board has helped to pull the think
ing of the entire basin together. If the Board.vas given more authority it
could do the function. He had al~reys felt that the Water Board would be the
vehicle for Okanagan Basin' Study implementation. He said the Regional Dist-
ricts, through the Water Board, would be interested in implementation. There
I"dll be additional funds required from the Federal and Provincial Governments.

Mayor Fleming mentioned that in the past year the Water Board has discuss
ed strengthening of the Board. Board Directors are becoming weary of travel to
make recommendations, which have no strength or teeth. Other levels of Govern
ment can overrule any recommendations of the Board. The interest of Directors
can not be maintained for long under these circumstances. The Water Board has
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agreed to become a coordinating body:
similar to the thipJcing of the Study~

ment agency.

The thirlking of the Uater Board has been
insofar as having one single Hater manage-

£.Irs. Lm'Trence indicated that the Similkaneen area 1wuld not like to be
excluded from the Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen. If this Here done
the people of the Similkameen "rould have to communicate "Tith the Kamloops area.
~~. fiBrr mentioned that he could see the Similkameen area removed from the plan
for the purposes of waste management only but remaining in for other functions.

tIT. Lamont asked whether it could be forseen that the Water Board would
overcome existing land jurisdiction boU:t1daries between the Districts. tIT. Farmer
indicated that one of the problems has been that there has not been enough co-or
dination between plnnnero when initiating zoning by-laws throughout the Valley.

Tir. Dur1can mentioned that during his work on the OY~nagan Basin Task For
ces, there was no input from the88 Task groups specific to the set up of one Reg~

ional District; however, they did say there should be one water management author~

ity for the entire area. By creating one Regional District he felt that much
local input would be destroyed since a large Board may become aloof. It would be
hard for the public to communicate vrith a large Board. If one Board was created
it may- haye far reaching detrimental implications' tb.at' could danaee local co
operation and commQ~cation required for implementation of the study.

Hayor ThHaite suggested that the present llater Board contact the Federal
and Provincial agencies Ivhich now have the authority to clean up pollution in
the Valley. He felt that for the three Regional Districts to get together on a
common course of pollution clean-up VTould be difficult. I·Ir. Farmer felt there
would not be a problem if the Board 1ms strengthened and more support given to
the Board. T:Byor Thivaite indicated that it i'las hard getting the three Regional
Districts together in the first instance. fIT. Farmer indicated that if it \'las
going to be entirely senior Government implementation this could be a disastrous
situation for the Valley. fIr. T:~rr agreed that this was largely a local problem.
T:~yor Thwaite suggested that there be a financing formula established similar to
ARDA lThere senior and local levels of GoverThuent s~~re financing on a on -third
basis.

Alderman Oakes felt that the local Gover:ru:rrent agencies \Tere afraid of giv
ing up authority to another larger body; however, he indicated the same situation
1wuld exist if the Hater Board 1-iaS giyen final authority. Each Regional District
is still not likely to be satisfied since the overall \~ter Board would now be
able to determine the course of action for water management in each District.

l:~. Farmer felt that one large district would be very cumbersome. T:ITs.
La1uence indicated that on looking back I're could see there had been minor pro
bIens. lTe must look ahead now that the Report had been published. This should
help bind the Okanagan communities together for implementation.

lIT. fiarr suggested tD~t perhaps someone from the Water Resources Service
should communicate vTith the Board to try and lTork out a viable alterP~tive sugges-~

ion to that of one Regional District. A method as to how the Water Board could
achieye the objectives would have to be worked out.

lIr. Farmer indicated that the Municipalities would have to be prepared to
sell the plan to the people. The function of one Board would have to be vie1Ted
from the £.Iu:t1icipa.1-Political aspect as well as fron a straight Water Resources
management aspect as I,IT. Harr has seen i.t. All the Valley community has a. con,
non interest. It must be looked at from a Political basis as well. This Cdn be
worked out with compromises and understanding. ?ne plap~ers must be involved in
this organization.

li~. Sinclair'indicated that there were 45 recommendations in the docuncnt
and so far only one, the first one, has been dealt with. It appears that if the
Board is in agreement ~rith the remaining 43 reconmendations then the job of est
ablisbing the implementation Task Force as indicated Q~der recommendation No" 2
should be done. And then the concept of one Regional District could be wrestlod
'\'Tith.
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r~. Lamont mentioned that if this Task Force could find a structure for
implementation then those recommendatio~s which might be implemented could be
piled on to the str~cture. The vehicle for implementation must be fOQDd first.
The remai~~ng recommendations do not have to be discussed as urgently at this
point; however, the implementation vehicle is critical.

Nr. Duncan felt that there may be a time constraint in the period for
which the implementation Task Force has to report. The period bevween r'~rch

31st and June 30th was short. Perhaps this implementation Task Force should
start at an earlier date and leave more than three months for deliberations.
There should be a meeting with the lJater Board before that time.

Mayor Bennett suggested that the llater Board and an official of the
Water Resources Service meet. The remain;ng recommendations do not have great
meaning until a vehicle to implement the study is established. It would take
to long to agree to the concept of one Regional District before implementation.
Implementation must be done much more quickly than it would take to establish a
common vehicle.

On behalf of the City of Kelmma, Hayor Bennett expressed his pleasure
in working with the Okanagan Basin Study from the start. He tha~~ed the members
of the Study Committee and the Consultative Board for the fine work that they
had done in the Okanagan Basin Study.

~ITs. Jordan thanked the Water Board for the invitation to the meeting.
She mentioned that she would extend the proceedings of the meeting to other
members of Government and felt confident that there would be full support for
the Study. She expressed an interest in attending Water Board meetings.

~. Bruce Smith indicated that he had attended the meeting on behalf of
~. Bill Bennett, MLA, and that he would report the results of the meeting to
1-1r. Bennett.

BIT. Farmer adjourned the meeting, and suggested that the Water Board
meet at the earliest _ossible date to further resolve the structure that Hould
be required to be effective in Study implementation.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
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December 4, 1973.

OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY- MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763-4918

To: Directors - Okanagan Basin Water Board

We are enclosing a copy of notes from the November 28th
joint dinner meeting in Kelowna, between the Okanagan Basin Water Board
and the Consultative Board to the Okanagan Basin study.

The meeting concerned itself largely with the first re
commendation of the Okanagan Basin Study Report, which suggested that the
boundaries of the present Regional Districts within the Okanagan area be
redrawn to create a single Regional District, hav~ng boundaries coincident
with those of the Okanagan watershed.

Regional and Municipal representatives did not favor this
recommendation and suggested instead that the present Water Board be stren
gthened and given legislative-authority to act as the single water manage
ment agency for the entire watershed.

Mr. Marr suggested that the Water Board draft a proposal
indicating how the Board, given the authority, could act as a single admin
istrative unit on behalf of the three Regional Districts for water manage
ment only. This could then form an alternate recommendation to the Studies
first recommendation.

We have therefore arranged for a special meeting of the
Okanagan Basin Water Board to be held on Friday. December 14. 1973 at 10:00 a.m.
in the offices of the Regional District of Central Okanagan. The object of
the meeting would be to derive a specific recommendation as to how the Water
Board given more authority could function as a local water management agency
particularly for municipal waste treatment, flood plain zoning and water
recreat ion.

A meeting with a representative from the Water Resources
Service will be arranged subsequent to. the above Board meeting.

F. W. Laird,
Chairman.
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THE SECRETARY- MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763 - 4918

December 4, 1973.

To: Directors - Okanagan Basin Water Board

We are enclosing a copy of notes from the November 28th
joint dinner meeting in Kelovrna, between the Okanagan Basin Water Board
and the Consultative Board to the Okanagan Basin Study.

The meeting concerned itself largely with the first re
commendation of the Okanagan Basin Study Report, which suggested that the
boundaries of the present Regional Districts within the Okanagan area be
redravm to create a single Regional District, having bOQ~daries coincident
with those of the Okanagan watershed.

Regional and ~hLnicipal representatives did not favor this
recommendation and suggested instead that the present Water Board be stren
gthened and given legislative-authority to act as the single water manage
ment agency for the entire watershed.

Mr. V~rr suggested that the Water Board draft a proposal
indicating how the Board, given the authority, could act as a single admin
istrative unit on behalf of the three Regional Districts for water manage
ment only. This could then form an alternate recommendation to the Studies
first recommendation.

We have therefore arranged for a special meeting of the
Okanagan Basin Water Board to be held on F~iday. December 14, 1973 at 10:00 a.m.
in the offices of the Regional District of Central Okanagan. The object of
the meeting would be to derive a specific recommendation as to how the Water
Board given more authority could function as a local water management agency
particularly for municipal waste treatment, flood plain zoning and water
recreation.

A meeting with a representative from the Water Resources
Service will be arranged subsequent to the above Board meeting.

F. ill. Laird,
ChairnBn.



December 4, 1973.

Mr. R. Postill,
Chairman,
Regional District of North Okanagan,
3l09D - 31st Avenue,
Vernon, British Columbia.

Dear Mr. Postill:

Further to our telephone conversation today, I am
enclosing a notice of an Okanagan Basin Water Board meeting
to be held at 10:00 a.m. December 14th.

We would be grateful if you could attend and offer
your comments.

Yours truly,

w. Parchomchuk,
Secretary-Manager.

'/P/lm

Enclosure



December 4, 1973.

Mayor W. C. Bennett,
1435 - Water Street,
City Hall,
Kelowna, British Columbia.

~ear Mayor Bennett:

We are enclosing a notice of an Okanagan Basin
Water Board meeting to be held at 10:00 a.m. December 14th.
In view of your past experience on the Okanagan Basin Water
Board and your present office as Mayor of the City of Kelowna,
the 'Chairman of the Board has asked me to invite you to this
meeting.

We would be grateful for your atteniance and for
any comments you may have concerning the topic outlined in
the meeting notice.

Yours truly,

w. Parchomchuk,
Secretary-Manager.

WP/lm

Enclosure



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN WA.TER BOARD
NOVEMBER 8th, 1973 2:00 P.M. OFFICES OF THE
REGIONAL DISTlUCT OF CENTRAL OKANAGAN. KELOWNA. B.C. 1.

P:J:0scnt: F.W.
G.V.
''I'.
S.
A.
H.
E.

LC?,i:."a
Lawrence
Oxley
Fleming
Duncan
~"1: :.~.-'~.:.. te
Lamont

(Chairman)
(Mrs.)

R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.

Also in atten~2£.:

Mr. B. Harvey
Mr. G. Sinclair
Mr. Kerr

Press and Radio:

Vernon NevIs, CKOV Radio, o~rQ Radio.

Vernon Irrigation District.
Okanagan Basin Study.
Regional District of Columbia

Shusl'TB.p.

Minutes:

Accounts:

Minutes of the meeting of September 21st, 1973. were presented for
approval.

Law~ence - T~~~

That the minutes of the meeting of September 21st, 1973 be adopted as
circulated.

CARRIED

Accounts totalling $574.86 were presented.

That the accounts outstanding totalling $574.86 be paid.

Correspondence:

The following items of correspondence were read:

Kalamalka 1.
-Wood Lake
Study:

Letter from L.A. Bergman, Senior Hydraulic Engineer, Water Investigat
ions Branch. The letter dated October 22nd, 1973 referred to an earlier
letter of October 9th, 1973 and advised that the Water Resources Service
have re-schedu1ed the December 4th, Public Meeting on the Kalama1ka 
Wood Lake Basin Study to sometime in Janua~, 1974. The Board would be
advised of the new meeting date as it becopes firm.

Lawre.nce - 1!tl1aite

That the above letter be received and filed.

CAFRIED
---.~-
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Vernon 2.
Fruit Union
and Advance
Fur Dressers:

Letter from V. Psudsepp, Chairman of the Pollution Control Board.
The letter dated October 12th; 1973 acknowledged receipt. of an Okanagan
Basin Water Board objection to applications for Pollution Control Permits,
by the Vernon Fruit Union and by Advance Fur D..:":)ssers Co. of VernDn to
discharge effluent. The Pollution Board had decided, under Section 13(6)
of the Pollution Control Act, that the Director. would take the objections
into consideration in making a decision.

Duncan - Thwaite

That the above letter be received and filed.

CARRIED

Crown ,.
Zellerbach
Canada
Ltd.:

Letter from A.J. Chmelauskas, Assistant Director, Pollution Control
Branch. The letter dated October 25th, 1973 referred to an application
for a Pollution Control Permit on behalf of CrQ~ Zellerbach Canada Ltd.
The above application, which was objected to by the Water Board, has re
cei~ed final review and after considering all the information available
the Branch decided that the objection was not sufficient to warrant a
hearing. Pollution Control Permit NOe PRl921 has been issued. In adju
dicating the application the contents of the Water Board correspondence
were considered. With regard to the Water Board1s specific item of con
cern, the discharge of sawdust to the Lake. This has nOirl been discontin
ued with the relocation of the log bucking operation to dry land.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that the Water Board had dealt with two
applications by Crown Zellerbach. One concerning refuse and the other
effluent. This Permit has been granted only for the refuse portion of the
waste. The Company has removed~ from the Lake, the sal'ldust discharge
which the Water Board had objected to. There was no further cause for
concern as far as refuse disposal was concerned.

Thl'laite - Oxley

That since CrOlin Zellerbach has removed the source of the Water Board's
objection, the Water Board withdraw its o0jection.

CARRIED

V.Raudsepp 4.
Objections
to Crown
Zellerbach,
Kelowna
Plating &
Primrose
Dairy Appli
cations:

Recommendat
ions made
directly to
the ::B:ranch:

Letter of October 12th~ 1973 from V. Ra1J0Sepp~ Chairman, Pollution Control
Board. Mr.'Raudseppls letter acknowledged receipt of three letters dated
October 2nd, 1973 in which the Board made certain recommendations regard~

ing applications for Pollution Control Permits, by Croirm Zellerbach Ltd.,
Keloirlna Plating and Bumper Exchange Co.~ and Primrose Dairy Limited. The
Water Board recommendations would be forwarded to the Director of the Poll
ution Control Branch for his information. In the future, if the Water
Board iv.Lshed to make recommendations in connection with an application for
a Permit~ which recommendations do not contain objections, these should be
communicated directly to the Director of the Pollution Control Branch.

The Secretary-p~ager had explained that since the Water Board could not
object directly to an application under the Ac~Correspondence, in the ~ast,

had to go through the Chairman of the Pollution Control Board rather than
through the Pollution Control Branch. It now appears that any comments,
specific to an application, that do not involve an objection may go directly
to the Director of the Pollution Control Branch~ rather than through the
Chairman of the Pollution Control Board first.
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Thwaite - Lawrence

That the above letter be received and filed.

CARRIED

3.

R.E. Fergu- 5.
son,...:t'later
Board Granting
Permits 
I-I:isinterpret
ation:

Letter from R.H. Ferguson, Assistant Director. Pollution Control Branch.
The letter dated October 9th mentioned that it had· come to the attention
of the Branch. by an article in the September 27th, 1973 issue of the
Vernon News, that the Water Board has recently issued Pollution Control
pe2~its to a number of Okanagan Valley Business's. The Branch would
appreciate receiving advice as to the possible misinterpretation by the
Paper of the Board1s cooperative effort with the Pollution Control Branch,
wherein, the Water Board gave consideration to applications for Permits
under the Pollution Control Act.

The Secretary-V~nager explained that the Newspaper had simply misinterpre
ted the Water Board's decision not to object to the granting of a permit.
A letter has been written to the Pollution Control Branch explaining the
misinterpretation.

Duncan - Lawrence

That the above letter be received and filed.

CARRIED

Algae 
Tulameen
River

6" Letter of October 24th, 1973 from B.E. f~rr. Chief Engineer, Water Inves
tigations Branch. The letter was in reply to an Okanagan Basin Water
Board letter of September 28th, 1973 concerning algae problems in the
Tulameen River. Hr. I'Tarr had attached a memorandum, prepared by Dr. Buch
anen, concerning the problem. In revielung the memorandum, Mr. I~rr stat
ed it would not appear that algae growth constitutes a serious ~~pairment

to vmter qualit7 in the stream, and in view of the present staff commit
ments, he was unable to justify a detailed study. The Water Investigations
Branch will obtain additional data collected by the Pollution Control
Branch and contact further if this data effects the findings.

The Secretary-r~nager mentioned that there had been several similar types
of algae blooms reported in rivers throughout the Province this year, for
reasons not entirely known. The memorandum prepared by Dr. Buchanen offer
ed some theoretical explanations in reviewing the problem. A copy of the
memorandum has been sent to the Mill1icipality of Princeton and to ~~s. G.V.
LalITence.

Duncan - Thwaite

That the above letter be received and filed.

CARRIED

1. 'tmittaker 7.
and J. Davis
ie: Osoyoos
.~ake Level:

Letter of October 4th, 1973 from the office of G. llhittaker enclosing a
letter from the Honorable Jack Davis concerning water levels in Osoyoos
Lake. The letter from the Honorable Jack Davis stated that Osoyoos Lake
had fluctuated greatly in the past two years, mainly as a result of the
extreme flood conditions in 1972 and extreme drought in 1973.



Aquatic
i'leed
Harvesting
Report:

!HlfUTES OF THE FlEETInG OF THE OKANA.GAN BASIN i;{ATER BOARD
NOVE~1BER 8th. 1973.

The U.S. vms not entirely to blame for this fluctuation. viith respect to
the low levels in 1973. there is no commitment by the U.S. to maintain min
imum levels on Osoyoos Lake. There is a 1946 International Joint Commiss
ion Directive concerning outflow from the Lake at the Zozel Dam and the
United States does not require water to be stored when levels are low. The
International Joint Commission Directive appears to be inadequate and the
Zozel Dam, in any event, seems to be two decrepit to regulate outflows eff
ectively. In view of these problems, the Federal and British Columbia Gov
ernments will be considering an alternative means of improving the situation
in the near future; including those vi"hich require attention by the United
States or joint action through the International Joint Commission. Some
recommendations to this effect are expected to be made in the Okanagan Ba
sin report soon to be finalized.

Duncan - Thi'Taite

That the above letter be received and filed.

CARRIED

The Chairman asked f~. Sinclair whether or not the Board would have the
final report a week in advance of a meeting with the Consultative Board. Mr.
Sinclair said that hopefully the Report would be available to the Board in ad
vance.

The Secretary-Manager presented a brief preliminary report on the Aquatic
Weed Harvesting program for 1973. He mentioned that the Aquatic Weed Harvester
had operated 270 hours in the following locations: Vernon, Penticton, Summerland,
Kelowna and Kalamalka Lake. The largest portion of the time was spent in the
Vernon area where 193 hours were logged. The foilowing harvesting hours were
incurred in other centers: Penticton - 19 hours, Summerland - 13 hours, Kelowna
41 hours, Kalamalka Lake - 3 hours~ A total of 846 tons of weeds were removed.
Revenue from the operation was $ 5,130.00. Operating expenses, including oper
ator and fuel, were 8 3,240.00 leaving a balance of S 1,890.00 to cover repairs
and capital recovery. Fortunately repair costs are not expected to be great this
year.

Over 3,000 pounds of nitrogen were removed with the weeds and about 560
pounds of phosphorous. The machine proved to be most effective in large areas.
In smaller areas maneuvering was difficult and cutting efficiency was reduced.
Over half of the weed area in Vernon remained uncut because of local difficulties
in financing the operation. Financing will have to be resolved between local
residents and the Regional District. The machine is currently finishing operat
ion for the year, in Kelovma. The season has been delayed due to poor weather
conditions.

IJlayor Fleming mentioned, it appeared that a reason<::.ble approach to financ
ing weed harvesting in the North Okanagan Region has now been resolved by the
Regional District for next year.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that the problem of siltation in the North
Arm of Okanagan Lake, resulting from Vernon Creek, should be resolved between the
Water Rights Branch, The City of Vernon and local developers. A means to curtail
the silt load should be found and regulations regarding siltation enforced.

Ii~. Kerr asked whether there was any econonical value to the weed. Mayor
Fleming indicated that there was value and research was being done. Local res
idents were using t~e weed as a soil conditioner and mulch; thereby, offsetting
some removal costs.

OXley - Fleming

That the Aquatic Weed Harvesting report be received.

CARRIED
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Applications for Pollution Control Permits:

5.

Paradise
Products
Naramata:

~

.l... Application by Paradise Products Ltd.~ of Penticton, B.C. to discharge
effluent from a fruit processing and vegetable processing plant and can
nery in Naramata. The amount of effluent discharged would be 15,000
gallons/day. Effluent would be mixed with irrigation water and used for
orchard irrigation in the summer. A tile drain field would be used in
the winter months. The Secretary-V~nager had visited the site. There
would be no surface water contamination.

Thwaite - Duncan

That the Water Board has no objection to the application by Paradise
Products Ltd.

CARRIED

Dusty Mac
lUnes 
Okanagan
Falls:

2. Application by Dusty I1ac Mines Ltd. to discharge effluent from a mine at
Okanagan Falls, B.C. Effluent would be discharged to a tailings pond
and settled. Water would then be recycled back through the mining oper
ation. There would be no surface discharge of effluent. Effluent ~iould

be contained in the tailings pond.

The Secretary-Manager had visited the site. There were no surface water
courses nearby. There would be no surface discharge.

Consumers
Glass 
Lavington:

Lawrence - Thwaite

That there be no objection to the application by Dusty Mac Mines Ltd.

CARRIED

Application for an amendment to a Pollution Control Permit by Consumers
Glass Co. Limited, Lavington, B.C. to discharge effluent from a glass
manufacturing plant. The plant was seeking an amendment to an existing
permit to increase the volvXL~ of discharge from 15,000 gallons/day to
24,000 gallons/day. Effluent was directed to a lagoon where it was stor
ed over the winter months and spray irrigated on an adjacent field in
the sv~er period. There lTas little contamination of surface water ex
pected.

Fleming - Oxley

That there be no objection to the application by Consumers Glass Company
Limited.

CARRIED

J.S. Nelson 4.
Laundry 
Rutland:

Application for a Pollution Control Permit by Jo~~ S. Nelson to discharge
effluent from a laundry located in Rutland. The quantity of effluent to
be discharged would be 4,200 gallons per day. Effluent would be discharg
ed to a septic tank and drain field. There would be no surface discharge
of Viater.

The Technical Committee of the Regional District of Central Okanagan had
reviewed the application and the Regional Board of the Regional District
had also reviewed it and found no objection to the application.
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Fleming - Duncan

That there be no objection to the application by John S. Nelson.

CARRIED

E. Lamont entered the meeting.

Other Business

6.

lfuyor Thwaite asked concerning the schedule for additional meetings of
the Water Board and the Consultative Board. A meeting with the Consultative
Board for November 28th was confirmed.

Adj OUrD..IIlent

Thwaite - Lawrence

That the meeting be adjourned.

CARJUED

The J\leeting adjourned at 3:15 P.E.



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE-OF-TBE-WROLE OF TEE OKANAGAN
BASIN "lATER BOARD NOVEMBER 8th, 1973 3:30 P.M. OFFICES OF THE
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKANAGAN, KELOWNA. :B.C. 1.

Present: F.vI.
G.V.
1'1.
S.
A.
H.
E.
vI ..

Laird (Chairman)
Lawrence (FITs.)
Oxley
Fleming
Duncan
Thwaite
Lamont
Parchomchuk (Secretary-Manager)

R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.

Bow Park
Estates
Ltd. :
Water
Licence:

The Chairman drew the Board!s attention to a letter of October 19th, 1973
from the Regional District of Central Okanagan, wherein, the Regional District
stated that a subdivision by-law had been presented to Victoria, which would
prE~vent the development of lots under 10 acres in size unless a source of pot
able water is provided. This type of by-law could curtail some of the large
development on the West side of Okanagan Lake which was a source of concern to
the 'I'later Board, since effluent could seep into Okanagan Lake.

VIT. Duncan informed the Board that the Regional District of Central Okana
gan has now received a reply from the Department of ~iunicipal Affairs concerning
the by-law". The Department has not approved the by-law owing to several tech
nic~lities. The Regional District would persue the by-law for approval.

The Chairman suggested that the three Regional Districts should work toget
her concerning the adoption of by-laws to prevent undesirable types of develop
ment and pollution.

Mr. Duncan stated that his office was in the process of arranging a meeting
between the Chairmen and Administrators of the three Regional Districts. The
meeting would be held on December 12th, 1973.

Mayor Fleming mentioned that the three Regional Boards are presently at
different stages in their evolution and may not face precisely the same problems
at the same time. Therefore, it would be difficult to try for overall coordin
ation in detail of the three Regional Districts.

The Chairman recalled that the main concern of the Board has been the large
developmente 00 the West side of Okanagan Lake which could lead to Lake contamin
ation.

J1r. OXley felt that the Board should be primarily concerned with water lic
erlcing and pollution. The Chairman mentioned that the Board could also eventua
lly be a vehicle, whereby, the three Regional Districts could coordinate cer
tain activities besides water that are required to be done on a Valley wide bas
is.

Mr. Duncan mentioned that once the recommendations of the Okanagan Basin
Study have been received the Water Board will have to play an important role in
coordination and implementation.

Referring to the Bow Park Estates Ltd. water licence application the Secre
tary-I1anager mentioned that he had been in communication with the Water Rights
Branch and was informed that a water licence for the 170 lots developed within
the Regional District of Central Okanagan had been granted. However, the Water
Rights Branch would not grant any further licences to the development. Remain
ing applications are being withheld.

The Secretary-rfunager mentioned that in the Water Board letter to the Comp
troller of Water Rights, the Water Rights Branch was asked to communicate with
the Pollution Control Branch and the Health Branch before making a decision to
grant a licence; since any water granted under licence would ultimately return
to the lake as effluent.



OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

AGENDA

November 8th2 1~73-2:00 PM

1). Minutes from meeting of September 21st, 1973.

2). Accounts.

3). Correspondence:

(a). L.A. Bergman, Sr. Hydraulic Engineer;

Re: Public Meeting Kalamalka-Wood Lake Basin Study.

(b). V. Raudsepp;

Re: Objections to applications for Pollution Control Permits by
Vernon Fruit Union and Advance Fur Dressers Company Ltd.

(c). A.J. Chmelauskus, Assistant Director, Pollution Control Branch;

Re: Application for Pollution Control Permit by Crown Zellerbach Ltd.

(d). V. Raudsepp;

Re: Recommendations concerning applications for Pollution Control Permits.

(e). R.H. Ferguson, Assiatant Director, Pollution Control Branch;

Re: Issuance of "Pollution Control Permits ll
•

(f). B.E. Marr, Chief Engineer, Water Investigations Branch;

Re: Algae Growth - Tulameen River.

(g). G. Whittaker & Hon. J. Davis;

Re: Osoyoos Lake Level regulation.

4). Aquatic Weed Harvesting Report.

5). Applications for Pollution Control Permits

Paridise Products Ltd. - Naramata.

J.So Nelson Laundry - Rutland.

Consumers Glass Company Limited - Lavingtono

(a) •

(b).

(c) .

(d) ,.

Dust Mac Mines Ltd. - Okanagan Falls.

6). Other Business.

Committee Meeting

1). Correspondence, Regional District of Central Okanagan.

Re: Residential Developments and Water Licences on West Side of Okanagan
Lake.

2)0 Provisional Budget, 1974.



OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

NOTICE

OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY- MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA. BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763- 4918

October 30th, 1973

Further to our memorandum of October 17th, this notice will

confirm that a regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin Water Board will

be held on Thursday, November 8th, at 2:00 P.M. in the Offices of the

Regional District of Central Okanagan.

An agenda is enclosed.

A Committee meeting will follow.

F.W. Laird
Chairman.



OKANAGAN BASIN \}/ATER BOARD

NOTICE

OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY-MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA. BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763- 4918

October 30th, 1973

A regular meeting of the Okanaga.n Basin Water Board will

be held on Thursday~ November 8th, 1973 at 2:00 P.M. in the Offices

of the Regional District of Central Okanagan, 540 Groves Avenue,

Kelowna, British Columbi~.

F.W. Laird
Chairma.n.



REGIONAL DISTRlt OF OKANAGAN-SIMILKAME - PENTICTON, B.C.



TELEPHONE 547·2191

CORPORATION OF THE VU.,LAGE OF LUMBY

IN(:OR~PORA'rED 1955)

LUMBY, B.C.

P.O. BOX 430



I1INUTES FR0l4 A SPECIAL MEETING OF TEE OKANAGAN :BASIN WATER BOARD,
FRIDAY, DECE~rnER 14th, 1973 10:00 A.M. OFFICES OF THE
REG~ONAL DISTRICT O~ GENTJ&\k.~9A1\h".,?;i;9 GROV;;~AVE.. KEWWNA. L

Present: A. Duncan
S. Fleming
\'I'. Oxley
P" Farmer
G.V. Lai'lrenCe
J. Stel'lart
R. Postill
F. Oakes
E. Lamont

Also in attendance:

H. Thompson
J., Rheaume
P. I1aekimvich
D. Bareham
A. Harrison
vi.. Parchomehuk

City of Kelmma

City of Penticton

Planner
Administrator
Administrator
Planner
Administrator
Seeretary-I{anager

R.D.C.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.

R.D.N.O.

R.D.C.O.

R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.

The Chairman of the "later Board was unable to attend due to illness.

loir. Farmer chaired the meeting.

loir. Farmer indicated the meeting would be a continuation of the meet
ing held with the Consultative Board on November 28th concerning an organiza
tion structure for local water management within the three Regional Districts.
He felt that an appropriate structure could not be recommended in a short time.
The Water Board is only a committee of the three Regional Districts, therefore,
it could not offer an ultimate anSi'ler. The three Regional Districts themselves
would make the decision. There would be a meeting this afternoon of the three
Chairman and Administrators of the Regional Districts. This topic ivill be dis
cussed and hopefully some decisions reached. The Water Board could discuss how
it sees a new structure, and this could be reported to the Regional Districts
for further study. He suggested this Board should presently limit itself to
adVising the Regional Districts only. Each Regional District would eventually
have to change Letters Patent and surrender some of its authority to a new or
ganization set up for vlater l.fu.nagement on a Valley-wide basis. Hr. Farmer ask
ed the Board how they forsaw the work of this Board in view of the Study recom
mendation.

I{ayor Fleming said the method for Study implementation would be difficult
to determine. Tasks for implementati,on involve Federal and Provincial Govern
ments as well. He asked whether other Provincial agencies, presently working in
water management, such as; Fisheries, Pollution Control and Water Rights would
accept the Water Board as the coordinating body for all of these agencies.
There must be a means of coordinating decisions of these agencies. The Board
would find itself between two levels of Government. Recommendations from Reg
ional Districts would have to harmonize with Senior Government thinking. IJ1a.yor
Fleming indicated problems of tho Vernon Spray Irrigation project in coordinating ~.

requests between many different Provincial and Federal Departments. The Water
Board should be able to coordinate this type of project inth the Governments.
After a careful analysis we should be able to recommend a project as being in
agreement with local Governments and with the Senior levels of Governmen~

~is should remove all hinderances to project implementation. The Water
Board should have the force of the three Regional Districts combined. The Water
Board would be a coordinating body. Various Government agencies could work with
the Board to support projects and clear the way for project implementation. A
higher degree of coordination with Provincial and Federal levels of Government
would be reqUired to integrate activities and to assign priorities. The Board
should first be assured that if an organization is created it will be given some
authority to acquire Federal and ProVincial support - both technical and monitary.
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DECE~rnER 14th, 1973

(Mr. Eain Lamont entered the meeting.)

2.

¥~. Farmer asked if Mayor Fleming could see the Regional District doing
this function drawing on outside expertice.

~~yor Fleming replied by referring again to the Vernon Spray Irrigation
project. He indicated that the City of Vernon did not have the resources to
drai1 together all agencies concerned. The City l"as required to hold a confer
ence to draw all agencies, such as; Health Pollution Control, etc., together to
explain their ideas on this project. The Board should be able to draw all of
these agencies together and have their unanimous recommendation as to whether or
not this is a good thing. The City of Vernon, in turn, should be able to ask
for the support of the Okanagan Basin Water Board and the agencies. tT.hen a ref
erendum is required and all the necessary approvals have been received this
would have a bearing on the success of the referendum. The city of Vernon Spray
Irrigation project has been extremely complex. As dates for construction commen
cement are set, projects should have the support by that date, of all agencies
concerned. vlhen an application is made, if there is support of the three Reg
ional Districts combined, this would be a far greater influence.

Mr. Farmer mentioned the Study Report indicated that dmil1stream People
would benefit, and therefore the entire watershed should share costs of sewage
projects. He asked whether the Board would be in favor of do~mstream areas being
required to pay for upstream sewage costs. ~~yor Fleming indicated that it would
be very difficult to determine what benefit dovmstream people would have from .
sevlage costs undertaken in other areas. For example, vmrks undertaken near the
Border by Canadians would benefit the United States.

1~. Farmer mentioned that during a recent meeting of the Regional District
of Okanagan-Similkameen, representatives from the Princeton and Osoyoos area in
dicated that they would not be adverse to supporting projects on the upstrean
part of the system provided that such support was reciprocated for projects to be
done in the South. Benefits accruing in one area would be felt in adjacent area~.

}~yor Fleming indicated there are Municipalities which already have large
investments in sewage plants. It would not be equitable if they had to pay for
the same type of plants in other areas also. However, if there was to be larger
Government Grants and cost sharing these costs could be worked out eqUitably.
There could be a local mill rate set for a sewage treatment fund. The Board
could also press a case for monitary responsibility of the two Senior levels of
Government. Senior Governments issue licences but do not accept sewage respon
sibility. iihen the Water Board is reorganized, the first priority must be to
contact Senior levels of Government for funding, and then look at what has to be
done. The Water Board would be the coordinating force ready to support priority
projects, once given this authority it could contact and coordinate other levels
of Government.

}~. Farmer said the three Regional Districts should have there Letters
Patent changed and the Board restructured. There should be more active coordin
ation. The Okanagan Basin Study Report does not indicate how Government agencies
would be coordinated.

f~. Lamont mentioned that comments made by Mayor Fleming would indicate
there is a strong need for the ability to finance and to coordinate. The present
weakness of the Regional Districts and the Water Board is they are just recommend
ing bodies. Ue are looking at creating another body, also with limited power,
but crossing three Regional District jurisdictions. Financing maybe also should
cross jurisdictional boundaries. Financing shouid be asked for on a Valley-wide
basis. If the structure is to remain fragmented, Senior levels of Government
won't agree to this. Much more jurisdiction will be required for the Water Board.
One major jurisdiction would be that of financing. The Board should also have
the jurisdicaion to override local conflicts.

Mr. Farmer mentioned the Regio~~l Districts would have to be prepared to
surrender certain of their present authority to this new structure.



MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN 1rlATER BOARD,
~Qm~WRR ~th, 1973.

rbyor Fleming suggested that a way should be found to add a part of the
planning ftmction onto a Valley-wide organization so that the planners CQuld
come together in planning certain aspects of land use related to water manage
ment.

He indicated the Senior level of Government is interested that the Board
has met so quickly on this subject, and is waiting for a return of ideas from the
Board.

Mr. Duncan inquired whether planning within the overall organization would
relate to water alone. Mayor Fleming said that if the planning departments had
been able to meet together on the Beaupark Ranch Development many of the problems
that arose vlOuld not have happened. Contact ,·ras made too late. ro1r. Farmer felt
the planners should have been involved more with the Water Board. The planners
must work closely together on a regular basis.

Mr. Lamont indicated tilat there has been coordination at the planning
level all this time, The planners were involved in land use, but there is no
one at the local level who has jurisdiction over land use. Land use has to be
coordinated at a jurisdictional level. A new organization should include land
use as vlell ..

rITs. Lawrence asked if tIllS Board could be the implementation Task Force.

rIT. Farmer believed that this Board could be the organization if restruct-
ured.

ltt. Lamont mentioned that the problem in the past has not been the planners
They have always cooperated at the planning level, but there was no jurisdiction
for land use. ~k. Farmer suggested that there would have to be some types of
Valley wide planning zones.

}~yor Fleming suggested that all Valley Governments seem to be on the same
track. This was indicated during the Water Board meetings. Some things have to
be integrated on a Valley wide basis, particularily water planning and vreter use.

The Secretary-I1anager indicated that the recommendations from the Okanagan
Basin Study required Valley wide planning in the following areas: Flood Plain
Zoning, Shoreline Recreation,zoning, and Greenbelt Zoning for tributory stream
protection. He felt that there would be no problem in setting up within the
structure, planning for these specific water related items on a Valley vade basis.

Mayor Duke agreed the Board would be a good organization for coordination"
but he asked what help the Board could be to smaller areas outside the Watershed.
~rr. Farmer indicated that it would be difficult, at this time, to see details into
the future, but decisions should be made as to what vehicle would be best to imp+e-"
ment the Study. Smaller areas would require sewage and other facilities. A por~
tion of the mill rate may have to be allocated to small areas outside the water-'
shed. Mayor Duke mentioned he lIas not greatly concerned about financing, but he
asked whether this new organization could assist in coordinating outside areas.

¥~yor Fleming mentioned there were several areas in the North Okanagan whic}
have not been embraced in the Study. If this new Board is created with authority,
it would have to apply this authority throughout the Okanagan, Similkameen, Lumby,
and ~fuble Lake area as well. Protection of the Shuswap River also is of some co~
sequence to the North Okanagan. The Board could recommend to the Regional District
that it required greater jurisdiction. This Board could establish the guidelines.
A proposal could then be approved by the three Regional Districts. The Senior
Governments would be approached for financing.

~IT. Stewart said that he could not foresee the structure as being very com
plicated. The Study has dealt mainly with water in the present Regional Districts
There is presently a taxing authority through specified areas. If there is going
to be an agency to treat water, this financial structure is available. The City
of Kelmma feels water is one item in common throughout the area. There are sev
eral other items as well. A sewerage authority could be set up by the Board and
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could take over all sevmge vrorks. The first thing required would be a firm
committment from Se~~or levels of Government as to the amount of money they are
prepared to spend on projects. lmatever arrangement is reached for an overall
organization, financing would still remain to be decided. Dk. Farmer mentioned
that the Munciipal Financing Authority could be used.

Mr. Stewart indicated that the more large local Governments are created,
these would be further removed from the public. He stressed that local Govern
ments must get a committment from Senior Governments for participation. Local
committment could be easy to get.

Hr. Farmer asked what the reaction of Mayors would be to a sewage authority.
~~yor Fleming indicated that this would simplify the City of Vernons problems, be~

cause the City is presently coordinating sewer for three areas. }tr. Farmer mention
ed that the cities 1Tould be giving up some of their authority in Seiiage threatmen~.

11r. Postill mentioned this proposal requires more than just the involvement,of
people in the Okanagan. There should be a cost sharing so that for every local dol
lar rais0d there would be three dollars from the Federal and Provincial Governments.

Alderman Oakes felt discussions so far have indicated local representatives
do not want one Regional District t but we would be ending up with a body that would
control them all. We are trying to create something but at the same time are crit
izing it.

}~yor Fieming did not feel that the local Governments would be giving away
any authority, but would be giving it to a body that would represent all three of
them. The three Regional Districts would still be represented on this organization.
In ~iO areas; particularily water management, and some planning, there would be
agreed policy and goals. The Regional District would still have a say since they
would have established the organization.

Mr. Duncan indicated that the organization could be working in specified arpp
within Regional Districts as well.

l1ayor Duke indicated that he '\'las in favor of a Board, but was concerned \'iith
having the problems of outside areas discussed as though they were withir. the water
shed itself.

Mr. Lamont indicated that by having ·f··· one organization, mainly for "rater,
management, could be the safest approach to change. The other approach vTould be
to have a rapid change, placing all functions under one Regional District. The
main area of jurisdiction would be water. There was also consideration to some
planning functions. The Board itself l'lOuld need money to go and bargain for more
money from Senior levels of Government. The Board should be looking at longer term
planning.

Mr. Farmer mentioned that if this group represented a larger region it would
have more authority in Victoria.

Mr. Oakes indicated the Board would be recommending a vehicle with authority
than breaking it up into water, sewage, recreation and pollution.

Mr. Farmer said that the Regional District would have to be prepared to ve~t

water management and sewerage systems into this new organization. TIlis organizatio
would also have to coordinate the three Regional departments in zoning valley botto
land and lakes. Recreation and Parks would be to far removed for these functions t
be part of the new organization.

}rr. Farmer said if the organization is to be a water management authority it
must break through Government departments. It will be difficult coordinating all
agencies.

Mr. Stewart said that by taking one step at a time the Board could get to a
point where it could do something. Possibly in ten years, maybe one Regional Di~J

rict would evolve; but while evolving, there would have been time to attack the
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problems which required attention. If one Regional District Ifere created immediat
ely the problems involved in creating this District would be so immense that it
would be unable to work with them effectively. Creation of one Regional District
and the resulting confusion would likely iIeaken the ability of local Government to
receive senior financing. If one District is created; to focus on water management~

~hich was the main purpose, would be difficult. There would be a problem in placing
all planning into one District. He indicated that the City of Kelovma was not oppos
ed to one sewerage authority but they would like to have the cooperation of neighboT·
ing areas also. Hayor Fleming mentioned that it is vey:! important to have the co-,
operation of adjoining areas in any sewage treatment scheme, since surrounding lands

'are often required for projects involving an entire geographic area. The Water Bo
ard should be able to acquire the endorsation of Senior levels of Government on ce~-'

tain types of projects.

Mr. Lamont indicated there appeared to be a consenus for establishing a
structure only on a broad and general basis for water management. He mentioned ther
vrere definitely hiO areas of plan..'1ing involved; one lIaS broad, the other detailed.
One authority 1tiould not concern itself i'lith details. For example, he did not expect
that the Water ~mnagement Agency would interfere with operations of local water dis
tricts. Hr. Farmer agreed that the Board would not be prepared to go that far be
cause of the tremendous administrative difficulty.

Mr. Duncan asked if the present I'later Board could be of some assistance in
acquiring support of the Senior levels of Gover~~ent for the Spray Irrigation pro
ject at Vernon. The City was experiencing some difficulty with the Senior Govern
ments. The support of the Water Board may be beneficial.

Hayor Fleming indicated that this 'i'lould be of assistance to the City. The
City is currently preparing a document and a brief for Federal and Provincial Depart
ments. A brief, along with a letter, would be sent to the Water Board. The Board
would then write a letter in support of the project. The project could be of bene~

fit to all valley communities once research is complete. For example, corn could be
grovm for the local distillery.

~tt. Oakes indicated the three Regional PlaP~ers were present and perhaps
the Board should receive their comment concerning water management and planning
recommendations.

Hr. Farmer indicated that the Planners would have their opportlli~ity to speak
this afternoon when the three Regional Chairman meet in-committee. It would be im
proper for this group, which is only a committee of the three Regional Districts,to
go any further than merely offering recommendations. This group would work only in
the area of water management, and interpret the Study Report. The three Regional
Planning departments would meet and agree on a planning and zoning method. The threE
Regional Districts would ultimately decide w~~t jurisdiction would go into the new
organization.

Mr. farmer said he proposed to arrange a seminar involving Forestry, Water,
Land, Health, the Pollution Control Branch, and a representative from the Department
of Municipal Affairs to resolve some of the structural problems of an organization
for local water management.

Hayor Fleming indicated that planning could be coordinated in the Valley.
rtr. Farmer thought it would be possible to prepare coordinated plans.

The Secretary-Hanager asked if the Board required a letter to be fOTIiarded
to the three Regional Districts outlining results of today1s meeting. fIT. Farmer
indicated that a letter would not be required. the three Regional Districts vrould
meet t~is afternoon and proceed from there.

The m.ee ting adj ourned at l2: 00 P. IiI.
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Office of the Mayor
W. C. BENNETT

Mayor

CITY HALL, 1435 WATER ST., KELOWNA. B.C.

CITY OF KELOWNA

763·6011

December 7, 1973.

Mr. W. Parchomchuk,
Secretary-Manager
Okan~gan Basin Water Board,
540 Groves Avenue,
Kelowna, B.C.

Dear Mr. Parchomchuk:

Thank you for your letter dated December 4, 1973
inviting me to attend the meeting of your Board on December 14th,
at 10:00 A.M.

Unfortunately I have a prior commitment and will
therefore be unable to attend. However, I have arranged for
Alderman J.H. Stuart to represent the City of Kelowna on my behalf.

Yours very truly,

MAY 0 R.

WCB/ac
cc: Alderman J.H. Stuart




