
OKANAGAN BASIN v1JATER BOARD

AGENDA

January 25th, 1974-2:00 PM

1). Minutes from meeting of November 8th 1973 and December 14th, 1973.

2). Unfinished Business.

Correspondence relating to local water management authority.

3). Accounts.

4). Appointments to Water Board - 1974

(a. Regional District of North Okanagan,
(b. Regional District of Central Okanagan.
(c. Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen.

5). Election of Officers.

(a). Chairman.
(b). Vice-Chairman.

6). Appointment of Observers.

(a). Village of Osoyoos.
(b). City of Penticton.
(c). City of Kelowna.
(d). City of Vernon.
(e). District of Coldstream.
(f). District of SuNillerland.
(g). Township of Spallamacheen.
(h) • 'Ci ty of Enderby.

7). Correspondence:

(a). B.E. Marr, Associate Deputy Minister of Water Resources 
Re: Naramata Watershed.

(b). A.J. Cn~elauskas - Re: Application for Pollution Control Permit
by Sasges Cement Products.

(c). A.J. Chmelauskas - Re: Application for Pollution Control Permit
by Crown Zellerbach Ltd.

(d). W.H. Weldon - Re: Application for Pollution Control Permit by
the Vernon Fruit Union (Woodsdale).

(e). H.D. DeBeck - Re: Water Licence Applications - Beaupark Ranch and
Okanagan West Shores View Estates.

(f). Osoyoos Advisory Planning Council and
Village of Osoyoos - Re: Implementation Task Force, Okanagan Basin
Study.

8). Applications for Pollution Control Permits.

(a). L.G. Clement - Winfield.

(b). Westbank Orchards - Westbank.

(c). Scherle Holdings - Rutland.

9) • Reports:

(a). Pollution Control Branch
Alternate methods for Treatment and Disposal of Community
v1Tastewat er •

(b). Pollution Control Branch
Pollution Control Objectives for Municipal Type Waste Dis
charges.

(c). Kalamalka - Wood Lake Study.

(d). Aerial Photos.

10). Other Business.
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lIL"'fO'rES OF TEE H8ETI1iG OF TEE OWILGAN BASIN \'JATER :BOARD, JANU.A..-q'y 25th,.
1974, 2:00 P.U. OFFICES OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKlU"'U\-
G.\l'T. 540.7. GROVE,S AVE~? KELOWN:'\L B.C. 1.

Present: F.U.
c.
P.
J.B.
w.
S.
P.
A.
E..
C..

Laird
Dunn
Farmer
Shaw
Oxley
FleII1i.ng
Duke
Duncan
La.wby
Day

R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.ll.O"
R.D"H"O.
R.D.lT.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.

Also in a!tendanc~:

Yayor "1. C" :Bennett
Alderman F.. Oakes
Alderman -G.. Mo:rrison
AldermanH. Stoll
R.. Postill-
H.- Thompson
D. I-IcKay-
Alderman H.. Blattner
B.. Ea.rvey
.A... :Harrison
Glen Sinclair
D:r .. D. Clarke

City of Kelowna
City of Penticton
City of Vernon
District of Summerland
Chairman, R.D.N.O.
Planning Di:rector, R.D ..O.S..
Engineer, City of Ve:rnon _
District of Spa,11umcheen
Vernon Irrigation District
Administrator, R.D.C.O.
Okanagan Basin Study
South Okanaga_n Health Unit

Uinutes:

Local Ya.ter
¥.a:nagement
Authotity:

The Chairman introduced and welcomed newly appointed Directors to the Boa:rd~

...
That the minutes of the meeting of liovemoer 8th, 1973 and December

14th, 1973 be adopted as circulated..

CARRIED

Unfinished Busine.§§..:

A copy of a letter from the Regional Distl~ct of Central Okanagan to
the Canada - British Columbia Consultative Boa~d was read. The letter inform
ed that the Regional Board of the Regtcma.l District of Central Okanagan, at
their meeting on December 19th, 1973, adopted a resolution that the Regional
Districts of North Okanagan, Central Okanagan 1 and Okanagan-Similkameen submit
a recommendation to the Provincial Government to amend Letters Patent of each
of the Regional Districts to restructure the Okanagan Basin \"Tater Board and
give it Legislative Authority and F-.1.nancial means to implement the Okar.agan
Basin studye This recommendation was also fOTI1arded to the lfinister of ~funici

pal Affairs, Honourable J' .G. Lorimer with a request for a meeting lr.i.th Mr. Lor
imer and Honourable Robert Williams, Chairman of the Environment and Land Use
Committee Cl The three Chairmen of the Regional Districts would meet with- the
Ministers. This resolution would also proVide an alternative to the recommend
ation contained in the Okanagan Basin Study, which suggested there be one Reg-
ional District created irithin the Okanagan Valley..

Mr.. Farmer informed that the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen
had also sent a similar resolution and recommendation to Hr. Lorimer.

Mr. Postill informed that the Regional District of North Okanag:an has
also sent this resolution and letter to l1r. Lorimer.



Accounts:

MINUTES OF TEE NEETnra. OF THE OK..<\NAGMT· BASIN HATER BClA.RD
~AlnJ.~Yo22tht 1274.

Chairman Laird mentioned to the Board that the Cities throughout the
Valley are involved heaV'ily in the Okanagan Basin Study pa.rticularly with
respect to sewage treatment.. He indicated that the above resolution origin
ated largely from the Chairm n of the three Regional Districts after a
meeting of the Vater Board; however~ he felt that the Cities should be given
consideration when dealing in the matter of the Okanagan Basin Study implemene<
tation... The Cities should be involved in this type of recommendation through
the Okanagan Basin Water Board.

Accounts outstanding totalling S658.8lwere presented•

. Farmer - Duke

That the above accounts totalling 8658.81 be paid.

CARRIED

Appointments Letter from the Regional District or North Okanagan$ Central Okar~gan

to Water and Okanagan-Simj1kameen were read 9 making the following appointments to the
Board: Okanagan Basin Water Board ror the 1974 term..

Regional District of North Okanagan: P. Duke
T .. \'T.. Oxley
S. Fleming

Regional District of Central Okanagan: A. Duncan L .. Dooley}' Alternate
C. Day
E.H .. Lawby

Regional District of Oka.nagan-Similkameen: P.A. Farmer
J'.B~ Shaw
C.G. Dunn
Mayor HI'S. M.I. HooveJ."lI Alte:t~nate ..

r1ayor Bennett asked concerning the appointment of Directors to the
Okan.agan :Basin Water Board. He felt tlJ..at Hhen the decision had been made in
previous years to increase the membership on the Board to nine Dixectors;1
that one Director rrom each Regional District would come from the major City
in that Regional District.. He questioned I'Thy there was not an. appointment
made to the Board from the City of Penticton.

Nayor Fleming said that he must support Iifayor Bennett t s remarks. He
also felt that a Director from each of the three major Cities would be appointed",

}~. Duncan also supported this concept.

Hr.. Farmer said that I'Then the decision I'ras made to enlarge the Water
Board to three Directors from each P~gional District there was some objection
at that time by the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen. He said that
the additior3l member appointed by that Regional District would revolve around
the major communities along the mainstem water system. ,One member appqinted
would generally represent the rfunicipalities ~~trdn the Regional District of
Okanagan-Similkameen. The debate at that time l·ras that since Cities have a
high interest in the Study particularly with respect to waste treatment they
should be repres~~ted directly on the Water Board.

The Secretary-HaI1..ager.indicated that correspondence exchanged uith re
gard to this subject stated that although not IlTitten into the Letters Patent
it would generally be expected t};1..at one member from each Regional District
would be appointed from a major urban centre.



Election
of
Officers:

NINUTES OF TH8 :MEETIITG OF THE OK.a,lrAGAlI B.\SUr \'TA':!?ER BOARD
JAUUA.ItY 25th,}gll.

The Chairman vacated the chair, and asked the Secretary-1~ger to
conduct tha election of officers.

Farmer - Oxley

That A~ Duncan be nominated Chairman of the Okanagan -Basin i'Tater Board
for 1974~

Upon calling three times there 'were no further nominations.. l JTx. Duncan.
then assumed the chair. r-1r. Duncan thanked the Board for his nomination. He
indicated that it was his understanding that the Chairmanship of the fuard ro
tates from Regional District to Regional District each year. He indicated that
he did not have a long experience on the l1fater ,Board, however, he uished to
delegate responsibilities to other members on the Board as well ..

Election
of Vice~

Chairman:

Duke, Lawby

That l~yor Fleming be nominated Vice-Chairman.

Upon calling three times there were no further nomiuationse ~~yor

Fleming was declared Vice-Chairman of the Board for 1974.

Mayor Fleming extended a vote of appreciation to ~~yor Laird for the
work that he had done in the interests of the Board as Chairman ,during 1973.
He wished to extend appreciation for this service to the Board.

Appointment of Observers to the Okanagan Basin Water Board for 1974
were made by several Municipalities as follows:

Appointment
of
Observers:

Village of Osoyoos
City of Penticton
City of Ke1mma

City of Vernon

District of Co1dstream
Corp. of'the District of

Summerland
TO\n1Ship of Spa1lu~cheen

City of Enderby

Correspondence:

~ ~1ayor J.B. Shaw
- Alderman F. Oakes
- Alderman C.B. Day
- Director of Engineering, N.J. Deck
- Alderman B.W. Lee Alternate
- City Engineer 7 }fr. D. S.. liJcKay
-'Mr. Ted Walton Alternate
- Alderman Olive L. \food1ey

- Alderman Hans Stoll
- Alderman E. Blattner
- l~yor A.B. 11ac1eod

The folloTNing items of correspondence were read:

B.E. t1arr 1
rIaramata
1'iatershed:

Letter of January 2nd, 1974 from B.E. Marr, Acting Associate Deputy llin
ister of Water Resources. The letter summarized action which had been
taken on the Naramata Watershed to protect against any danger of contam
ination by cattle. This action was taken :fo1101'Ting a meeting }Iarch l6tl:
1973 which was attended by various interested parties who presented the]
views on the matter. A concensus was reached at that meeting on the im
mediate steps that should be taken. These steps were designed ~o contr<
animals in strategic locations through fencing. The :following recommen<
ations vrere made by llfr. Marr following the Nara.mata meeting:

1. The provision of fencing and water troughs.
2. Alterations in the Naramata Lake reservoir.
3. Alterations in reservoir operations.
4. Further investigation by I'Tater Resources Services and Department 0:

Health Staff.



rUNUTES OF THE HEETDTG OF TEE OKANAGAN BASIN HATER BOARD
JANrr~RY 25th. 1974.

Subsequent arrangements were made for fencing, development of water
troughs away from the stream chan..'1el by the Forest Service, and for joint in
vestigations by the Pollution Control Branch in cooperation with the Health
Branch. The sampling program, to determine the effectiveness of these measures
is in progress.

Pollution 2.
Control
Application
Sasges
Cement:

Letter of November 14th, 1973 from A.J. Chmela.uskas, Assistant Director,
Pollution Control Branch, regarding an application for a Pollution Control
Permit on behalf of Sasges Cement Products Ltd. of Vernon. The letter
informed that this application to which the Water Board had objected has
received final review and the decision was made that the objection ~ffiS not
such as to rffirrant a hearing. Pollution Control Permit No. PE2229 has
been issued. HOifever, the follm'iing measures to control pollution are to
be provided: Improved drainage system, from which there is no positive
discharge to Vernon Creek, consisting of washing pit with overflow pipe~

collection trench, four sumps in series, tile drain, rock pit, and related
appurte:nanceso The discharge point at the ditch feeding Vernon Creek "Hill
be removed..

The Secretary~IITanager- inclicated t:b...a. t those points of concern to which the
Water Board had objected will now be corrected under the application~

Crown 3 ..
Zellerbach
Permit:

Letter of January 7th, 1974 from A.J.' C:b.1llelauskas regarding the applicat~

ion for Pollution Control Per-JiLit on behalf of Crown Zellerbach Ltd. dat=
ed November 24th, 1972. A Pollution Control Permit dated January 7th,
1974 has been issued; however, in adjucating the application certain mea
sures ~lere to be provided to prevent pollution. These measures are as.
folloi'ls:

1. Eliminate the powerhouse water softener back~rnsh, steam condensate
from SR"I·nnill shotgun and kickers, pOi'rerhouse boiler blomlmm, ply
wood mill grindstone cooling water and plY1iood mill steam c~~.mber

by December 31st, 1974.

2.. Eliminate the washdotm water from veneer dryers andplyvrood mill
lathe lubrication water by December 31st, 1975.

3.. Treat boiler plant flyash washwater and veneer dr-Jer deluge water..

The Secretar-J-Nanager mentioned it appeared most items the Water Board had
objected to under this application lTould now be corrected.. .

Vernon 4..
Fruit
Ur..ion
Application:

Letter from W.H. Weldon, Read, General Section, Pollution Control Branch.
The letter referred to an application for a Pollution Control Permit on
behalf of the Vernon Fruit Union, iioodsdale Road Plant, Winfield, dated
July 11th, 1973.

The above application to which the Board had objected ,vas in its final
stages of review. The applicant has advised that it may be the last pro
cessing season for the 1foodsdale Plant. HOi'Jever, should the plant contin
ue processing after the 1973 - 74 season the applicant will be required to
install treatment facilities for the processing of effluent consisting of
a septic tank, subservice seepage bed, tile field disposal system, and
related appurtenances. The works are to be installed b9f~re discharge
from the plant commences after the 1973 - 74 processing season. The above
measures ldll prevent any further discharges of process water from the
plant into Wood Lake. L'1 view of the additional measures being required
of the Applicant to prevent pollution the Pollution Control Branch Office
wished to knm·J ,·rhether the '\1ater Board was prepa.red to 'l'lithdra1f its ob
jection.

~~. Day mentioned t:bAt since the Packing Plant ~Ad complied with the ob
jections of the Water Board, the Water Board should lnthdrau its objection now.



NnTUTES PR0r'! TEE NEETING OF THE orC.tlHAGAN B.t;.SIN HATER BOARD
J"~n~~Y 25th. 1274.

,Day _. Sha,.,

5.

That the Okanigan Basin Water Board vdthdrnw its objection to the app
l~cation for a Pollution Control Permit by the Vernon Fruit Union.

CAPJrrED

R.D. DeJ3eck 5~

:Beaupark
i'later Licence
Application:

Letter of November 29th, 1973 fromE.D. DeBeck, Comptroller of iJat~r

Rights regarding an application for a Water Licence by Beaupark Ranch
and Okanagan West Shores View Estates. The letter was in reply to the
Okanagan Basin Water Board letter of September 27th, 1973. The Comp-
troller stated that the availability of 'water from Okanagan Lake was not
in question and a Licence is, therefore; being prepared in the name of
West Slope Utili~ Corporation Ltd. authorizing the diversion of 86,000
gallons a day for water works purpose on a 172 lot subdivision within Lot
3688 Osoyoos Division of Yale District.

All other applications for Water Licences by the above applic~~ts are be~

ing held in abeyance pending 'further investigation. The issuance of' a \Jater 1ic~

ence does not relieve the Licencee from compliance with requirements of other Gov
ernment jurisdictions., llhile the availability of "i'iater is a 'prime considera.tion
in the granting of Water Licences, many factors are considered. The Water Rights
Branch has worked in conjunction with the Public Utilities Commission rr.Lth ragard
to water works applications and licences~ and certificates have normally been iS8=

ned similtaneonsly~ Effective July 15th, 1973 the Water Utili~ function of ths
Public Utility Commission came within the jurisdiction of the Comptroller of
tJater Rights under the Water Utilitys Act and the Energy Act. Steps have been
taken to coordinate the functions of the Utility Division and the Licencing Div=
ision so that there will be closer coop~ration relative to Water Utilities ~~d

Water Licencing.

Osoyoos 6.
Re: Imple
mentation
Task Force;

Letter from the Osoyoos Advisor.! PlaIh'1ing Council directed. to Nr. G.
vThittaker, N:.P. Okanagan Boundary. The letter indicated that as the Oka
nagan Basin Study nears completion the Osoyoos AdVisory Planrri.ng COu;''lcil
strongly urges that an mplementation Task Force be activated by li~~ch

31st, 1974 ~ntb instructions to report by J1L~e 30th; 1974. Support in
this regard. liras requested.

A similar letter from the Village of Oscyoos dated December 13th; 1973 '
directed to the Eon. R. Williams was also read. The letter indicated
tr~t at the last regular meeting of the Osoyoos Council the follo~dng re~

solution was passed. That an Lmplementation Task Force be activated not
later than r~rch 31st 2 1974 and the said Force be given direction to re~

port it's findings not later tP2U JtUle 30th, 1974. '

}myor Fleming suggested that the reorg2nized Water Board be the Implemen
tation Task Force~ We are now trying to consolidate the Water Board; therefore"
there should not be another body working paralleL.

vmyor Shaw indicated that the point of the commnnts in the above corres
pondence was to associate early action in Implementation of the Study~ He a~r8ed

with }~yor Fleming that the Water Board should be the vehicle~ The Senior Gov
ernment must also be impressed with the same concept b

Hayor Fleming suggested. that at the meeting with the Hinisters and the
three Regional Chairman they should get the resolution accepted for giving the
Water Board authority to implement the Study and should make a condition of the
agreement that there would be coordination uith the Senior Government in implemen
tatione There is local support for tp~s concept.

Sha;f - Dav

That the above correspondence be received and filed.

CA.RRIED-----



NlNUTES OF THElI1EETIJ.'J'G OF THE OKAHAGfu,1\I BASIN HATER BOA...'ID
JAlnTILRY 22th. 1914.

Apolications for Pollution Contro~Permits:

6.

L.G.
Clerr.ent.,
llinfield:

1 .. Application by·L.G. Clement, Ui~~ield, B.C. to discharge effluent from
the Wip1ield Coin Laundry into a drainage field. ~~e average daily dis
charge would be 1,800 gallons. The effluent would be typical laundro
mat effluent. The type of treatment would be a grease trap, septic tank
and drain field. The Secretary-}~ger h~d visited the site in the
field. Effluent from this facility iJould be discharged to the gro.und
approximately 150 - 200 feet airay from Vernon Creek. Tile field dis
charge of effluent from several other facilities in the shopping centre
complex, located on the site, would be in the same area. The Technical
Committee of the Regional District ofgentral Okanagan had reviewed this
permit as well. In view of the possible general contamination of the
Wood Lake - Vernon Creek area by septic tank fields, it ~ms recommended
that this application be subject to review after completion of the Kala..".
malJre-Wood lake Study in April, 1974.

I'festbank
Orchards
Ltd. :

Fleming - Farme£.

That the recommendations of the Secretary-Manager be carried out.

CARRIED

Application by Westbank Orchards Ltd., Westbank, B.C. to discharge ef£'
luentfrom a Fruit Packing Plant. The discharge would be into a culvert
which discharges to a ditch entering Smith Creek and subsequently Okana
gan Lake~ There would be several different types of discharge. The lar~

gest volume would be 15,000 gallons of cooling water~ ApproXimately 1150
gallons of dump water, wash water CL"rld rinse i·rater would also be disch..a.rged
The cooling uater ll.."rldergoes a slight temperature rise and is of no great
concern; however, the smaller volume of rinse ~mter is disch..a.rgeddirect
ly to the drainage ditch and subsequently to Okanagan Lake., This should
be corrected. The Secretary-l1anager had inspected the site in the field.
The applicant had indicated there would be changes made in the applicat
ion to provide for spray irrigation or ground discharge of the rinse and
">,Tash I'Tater. This ~iOuld. relieve any discharge to the I.ake. HOI-lever, the
Board should concern itself only with the present ~r.ritten application
and if there are further amendments these could be considered later.

Dav - Law]2;y,

That the Okanagan Basin Water Board object to the application as submitt
ed by Westbank Orchards for a Pollution Control Permit.

CARRIED

Scherle
Holdings
Ltd. :

3. Application by Scherle Holdings Ltd., Rutland, B.C. to discharge effluent
from a precasting concrete plant into the grotL"rld. The average daily dis
charge l'lOuld be 96 gallons. Hash dOi'Tn water vJould be settled before dis
charge into the drainage fields. The Secretary-Manager had visited the
site. Effluent volume would be small and there would be no surface dis
charge.

Farmer - Oxley

That the application by Scherle Holdings Ltd. be approved.

CARRIED



Alternate
Hethods of
I'Taste
Treatment:

NIliIO'l'C:S OF TEE :t--JEETING OF THE OKANAGA~r RASHf HATER BOARD
JAlnJARY 25th. 1974.

-Reports:

The Secretary~Manager mentioned that the following water resource relat~

ed reports iiere available at the Hater Board Office for revieif.

1. A recently printed report, by the Pollution Control Branch, entitled
"Alternate r:Iethods for Treatment and Disposal of Cormnunity Uastes ll •

~ne Secretary-Iffinager indicated that the report iras a comprehensive re
port describing various methods of waste treatment available to communities.
The report was ~asy to read. Cost figures are included. This could be a good
reference for commur~ties anticipating waste treatment systems.

Kunicipal
i'[astes
Objectives:

F..al-ilood
lake
Study:

2. Report by the Pollution Control Branch on pollution control objectives
for municipal type waste discharges in B.C.

The Secretary-~funaged indicated this report was a result of the nquiry
into ffunicipal Wastes sponsored by the Pollution Control Branch on April 30th,
1973. The Hater Board had made a submission to this Inquiry. The objectives
would serve as a guideline to municipalities anticipating sewer structures. Re~

quired levels of effluent quality are indicated. If local municipalities do not
have copies of these objectives, the Water Board office could arrange to prOVide
these.

3. .Kalamalka~irlood Lake Study 0 The Secretary-!JTanager recalled past corres-
pondence of the Water Board concerrrL~g the schedule of the Kalamalka Wood L~~e

Study. The Study had initially planrled a Public Meeting for January; however 1

this has now been changed since a Task Force has been established to deal vdth
the rublic Involvement sector of this program. Hr. Sinclair i'TOuld be coordinat
ing the Task Force. The Study is scheduled for completion in Aprils- 1974.

£iIr. Sinclair indicated that a Task Force has been established .-dth a
good cross representation from the North Okanagan Valley Community to offer
local views on the Kalamalke-Wood Lake situation. The news media vdllbe used
to inform. the public. A background paper ,wuld be prepared before April. l'iIr.
Sinclair further added that the snow course on Silver Star now measured 18.9
inches water equivalent. Water was no~ being released from Kalamalka Lake.

..

Aerial
Photos:

Aquatic
Heeds:

Summerland
Fish
Hatchery:

Iftr. Sinclair mentioned several items relating to the Okanagan Basin Study.
He indicated a film would be shm-rn on aturday evening entitled liTo Our Children's
Childrenll

• This dealt" 1'Jith the Basin Study. Recommendations No. I and No.2
of the final draft of the Study are now being revised. Hopefully a redraft iIould
be available on recommendations I and 2 in mid-February. One of the recoID~end

ations required that the Federal and Provincial Governments meet together to re~

view implementation. However, the Study has no right to insist that the Federal
and Provincial Governments spend money and vIhen or in what location.

4. ~he Secretary-Manager mentioned that the Okanagan Basin Study has kindly
contributed a complete set of Aerial Photos showing the shoreline of the Okanagan
mainstem system, from the Osoyoos border north to Armstrong and Coldstream.
These photos are at a large scale (500 feet to the inch) and are excellent for
planning purposes for shoreline recreation and water related land use.

5. The Secretary-~funager mentioned that the lfater Board had been in close
cooneration vdth the Province in aquatic weed studies. A report has now been
completed, by the Province, for Uindemere Lake aquatic l-leed gro~;lth. A copy is
available at the Hater Board Office. A report on Okanagan Lake aquatic weeds
rdll also be available.

Other Business

}tr. Farmer indicated that the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen
vTas concerned with the action of the Susmerland Fish Hatchery in their discharge
of Hatchery wastes to Okanagan L~~e. This would add to lake pollution even tho
ugh the effluent may be dilute.
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'.

Okanagan
Basin
l,'Iater
Authority:

. Dr. Clarke was asked to cominent. He brought a sample of the effluent
taken a year ago. 'He ind.icated the effluent was obnoxious and felt that the Hat
chery was a dirty industI~Y. The waste should be treated regardless of where it
l'TaS discharged. The Federal Government is treating Hatchery i'Taste at Capilano
and the Provincial Government is treating Hatchery waste at Abbotsford. The Fish
eries Branch maintains the waste is so fine at the Summerland Hatchery that it can
not be treated. Waste discharge is equivalent to a population of 250 - 1000 peo~

pIe. l1eetings were held one year ago ~Qth the Fisheries Branch. The Vater Board
has been opposed to. this permit. The Health Unit and the Municipal COQ~cil of
Summerland were also opposed. On monday a back~oe was observed starting to place
outfall pipes. Bacterial counts have been high. This discharge by a Provincial
Agency makes a joke of the Okar2gan Basin Study. Contents of the fish food are
complex. These are IDeely to cause weed growth, Lake over-nutrition, and biolog
ical contamination.

Alderman Stoll~ of Summerland~ indicated arguments, given by the Fisheries
Branch~ were tp2t it is good to increase the fish population of Okanagan. Lake by
providing extra nutrition. They have said the effluent could not be improved. be
cause it is dilute. The same situation would arise if Penticton Or Kelo~n1a were
to dilute effluent substantially and claim it could not be treated~ The Water
Board should attempt to get a grasp on the Hatchery situation.

Mayor Fleming indicated the Board would have support of all ValleyCommun
ities. If Municipalities are to remove the effluent from the Lake there can not
be a double standard for the Hatchery. The Province should not be allmfed. to add.
effluent if l1unicipalities are to remove effluent.

Dr. 'Clarke mentioned that the Hatchery, the CannerYt and the Municipality
have looked at a proposal to combine wastes from Industrial and Municipal sources
for treatment purposes. So far the Hatchery has spent no money on waste treatment.

The SecretarJ-~~nager mentioned that representatives of the Water Board had
met with the Pollution Control Branch, the Health Unit, the Fisheries Branch, and
the District of Summerland to deal i"Tith the Hatchery problem. The Board had stro
ngly objected to this application for a Pollution Control permit. Rowever, the
permit has been issued.

rl~yor Fleming suggested the Board take strong action, against the Hatcher.r,
and to proceed legally if required.

Fleming - Farmer

That the Hater Board investigate i"That could be done to proceed with an
injunction against the Hatchery to halt the discrErge of wastes and further con
struction of the outfall.

C1Uti"1IED

Nr. Farmer indicated the future of the Uater Board, relative to the Okana
gan Basin Study, would have to be discussed. Recommendations were required from
the Board to the Regional Districts. A Basin Authority was required to car~J out
the Study. He indicated some of the possibilities, for such an authority, that
rzd been described in a report by trr. Sinclair. Tne Authority could have repre
sentation from both Provincial and Federal Governments. However, the Authority
would be comprosed maL~ly of local valley people. The Study has made suggestions
and we must start to implement these with a tough authority as soon as possible.
The Regional Districts ;an not carry implementation through financially alon~.

The Chairman said he understood that the first step has been initiated by
the three Regional Districts passing a resolution to meet ~Tith the Provincial Gov
ernment. The Study's final recommendation relative to a Basin authority 1"IOuld be
coming out in February.
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~tr. Sinclair indicated t~~t the report would not be in detail but would
give a range in the alternative for a Basin authority.

ttr. Farmer asked whether the Chairmen should get some advice from the
Water Board before going to the Ministers concerned. Is this Basin authority
the terms the C:b..airmen should be thinb.'i.ng uhen meeting in Victoria.

layor Fleming stressed that the three Chairmen should meet ~~th ~he Pro
vincial Government as soon as possible. They should involve the Department of
MQ~icipal Affairs, Pollution Control, Health and other authorities •. At the meet
ing the Chairmen should determine what degre~ of participation can be obtained
from the Provincial Goverp~ent. After meeting with the Province the Board could
meet and see what the Province is prepared to surrender before part of the Reg
ional District jurisdiction is surrendered. The nature of the structure could
then be pinpointed. The three Regional Chairmen would have to consult with
Study personnel and the Province to indicate the Regional Districts are prepared
to surrender a certain amount of their jurisdiction to a local authority. At
the same time they must ask what the ~rovince is prepared to do.

~ayor Duke asked if there had been a reply to the Provincial letter con~

cerning arrangements for a meeting "I'dth the Hinisters. There has not been a re
ply..

Hayor Fleming indicated, there had been an addendum; from the Regional Dis
trict of North Okanagan~ to the resolution proposing the Water Board authority.
The addendum limited the pouers of the new authority to water management only.

The Secretarff Manager reaffirmed the importance of what F~yor Fleming
had said relative to meetings with the Province as local representatives now
are not aware of the Provincial thinking in regard to coordination of Resource
Agencies within the Valley to implement the Study. For example, intersector
committies have now' been established whereby the Resource Departments will meet!'
by area, to resolve any resource conflicts. Such a committee has been establish
ed in the Okanagan Region to deal with Okanagan Resource conflicts. Part of the
responsibilities of this intersector committee may be to implement the Okanagan
Basin Study. However, this committee so far has not communicated with Regional
Districts or Planners lrho are heaVily involved tiith Ijand Resource Use Planning.
It is important that the IJater Board find out the purpose and function of this
Committee and possibile eventual communication and representation on this COIDm=

ittee.

The Secretary-Manager further stated that the main area-of involvement~t

the local comnunity would have for implementation of the Study, is likely to be
mu..~icipal uaste management. This is also where the greatest cost will be incurr
ed.

l~yor Fleming mentioned that as long as the Board could have access to
Provincial Standards and Legislation the Study could be implemented. The Board
would have to knOH the level of mop_itary participation by Senior Levels of Gov
ernment.

Mayor Fleming suggested that the three Chairmen meet in Victoria
with the liinisters as soon as possible and make a clear statement that the three
Regional Districts are prepared to cooperate in implementing the Study and sho
uld at the same time ask the Province what it is prepared to do. If the Prov
ince is not prepared to react then the Regional Districts cannot react further.

Mayor Fleming indicated that ftr. Chris Woodward was a coordinator in
Victoria on behalf of the City of Vernon, to expediate any matters the City re
quires in Victoria. He could be of some assistance in arranging a meeting.

ftr. Farmer indicated the responsible agencies for Okanagan Basin Study
im.plementation uere likely to be E1micipal Af:t~airs; Lands, fores ta and Uater
Resources; Health; Agricult,ure; Recreation and Conservation.
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Appoint
IGsnts to
the Board:

. r·tr. Farmer explained that there may have been some.misinterpretation
concerning appointment .of the third member from each Regional District to the
tTater Board. Initially the Regional Board of the Regional District of Okana
gan-Sit1ilkameen had been opposed to the appointment of a third member to the
Water Board. HOliever, if there was an appointment to be made, the member would
come from one of the Municipalities and represent all 11unicipalities within the
Regional District. Mr. Farmer indicated that he wished t~yor Shaw to be a Dir
ector on the lJater Board since he represented a Municipal Area, and. since all
the sewage effluent entering the system would likely end up in Osoyoos •.

Hr. F~rner realized the three large Cities have their problems in Haste
treatment. He indicated that he did have a work load and other responsibilities
as Chairman of the Regional Dist:rict of Okanagan__Similkameen. He, therefore,
suggested that he would resign his position on. the Hater Board and would ask
Mayor Laird to make an appointment to the Board from the City of Penticton.

Hayor Fleming commended Hr. Farmer saying this was indeed a self'less ac
tion. }tr. Farner has .been on the Board for many years since the iniation of the
Board. His experience is an as~et to the Board. The reason the t}lree Cities
asked for the comrrd.ttment of having one Director on the Board was their large in
terest and involvement in waste treatment.

lir. Oxley moved that the meeting adjourn.

The meeting adjourned at 3:20 P.M.
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ChairmanPresent; A. Duncan
C. Day
E. Lai'lby
W. Oxley
P. Duke
F" Laird
C. Dunn
J,. Shaiv
'\ill" Parchomchuk

R.D.C.O.
R.D.C ..O.
R.D.C.O"
R.D.N.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.O.S.
R.D~O.S.

R.D"O.S.
Secretary-Manager

Mr. Duncan mentioned that the three Regional District Chairmen had met
in the morning with 14r.. Marr, Deputy !1inister, viater Resources. During the
discussion Mr. ~~rr mentioned the Implementation Task Force, as described
under recommendation No. 2 of the Okanagan Basin Study, was now being organiz
ed. The Task Force would consist of one ProvinciaJICa'im:ber, one Federal member,
and one local member,and would serve mainly as a fact gathering team to assist
Government in Study Implementation. Federal and Provincial appointments have
been made. A person familiar lid th the Okanagan Basin Study would have to be
recommended locally. It should be a person who generally represents the entire
Okanagan Basin geographic area.

During the morning meeting, Mr. Duncan had suggested that the Secretary
Manager of the Okanagan Basin \'iater Board be recommended for the position. r·'Ir.
Duncan indicated that Mr. Farmer has suggested that Mr. Rheaume, Administrator
of the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen, be recommended. Before adj
ournment to lunch, the meeting agreed that Mr. Rheaume be recommended to Vir.
Marr for the local representative on the Implementation Task Force.

!u-. Duncan indicated that he was not in favor of this appointment and had
subsequently, over the lunch period, approached Mr. Postill and Mr. Farmer be
cause he felt that the appointment to the Task Force should be a person who was
already working in the whole valley region rather than in just one area. The
person should be fully acquainted with water in the entire Okanagan Basin. He
therefore suggested to Mr.. Farmer and Nr. Postill that the Secretary-Manager
of the Water Board would be the most appropriate for the position.

Mr. Duncan informed the Board that lJIr. Postill agreed with Mr. Duncan's
suggestion.. He felt there iias meri t in the rec ommendation, for the reasons lJIr.
Duncan had stated. Mr. Duncan felt that a recommendation of this nature should
not come from the three Regional Chairmen, but rather from the l'later Board
which has a broader representation over the entire valley community.

Mr. Duncan indicated that ~'Ir. Postill and Mr. Farmer were aware this item
would be brought before the Water Board in Committee.

Mayor Duke indicated that as Deputy Chairman of the Regional District of
North Okanagan he would question the suggestion for appointment of an Adminis
trator from a single Regional District to the Task Force. He felt that the re
commendation should have come from the Okanagan Basin Water Board.

1J1ayor Laird agreed that Mr. Duncan had chosen the right track in recommend
ing someone from the entire valley community.

.·l~·

Mr. Duncan indicated he would telephone 1JIr. Marr imorming he· had not been
prepared for making the recommendation during the morning meeting; and further
that the decision should have been made by the l'iater Board. He would inform
Mr. Marr that the "later Board wished to have the recommendation changed.

l1ayor Shaw agreed it was vital to get on with this Task Force. He ques
tioned why the Administrator of a single Regional District would be asked to
represent the entire Okanagan Basin on this Task Force.
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Laird - Oxley

2 ..

That Mr. W.. Parchomchuk, Secretary-~w.nager of the Water Board, be recom
mended to 1·11'.. Marl' as the local appointment to the Okanagan Basin Study Imple
mentation Task Force.

CARRIED

Mr. Duncan said he would telephone Mr. Marl' concerning this recommendation
and would indicate that the decision was unanimous.

JYIayor shaw asked why the three Regional District Chairmen had met concern
ing the Okanagan Basin Study and not the Water Board ..

Mayor Laird felt the Chairmen of the Regional Boards should meet with the
Directors of their Boards. They must have the backing and support of their
Boards ..

~~yor Duke said the Water Board could be assured that when the Regional
District of North Okanagan meets there will be no disunity concerning the sub
ject matter of this meeting.

Mayor Laird questioned whether only just the three Chairmen should be tra
velling to Victoria to present local proposals concerning an Okanagan Basin Wa
ter authority and waste management. The Chairmen must go with the support of
their Regional Board.

1tr. Duncan indicated that the three Chairmen recognized the Water Board is
a function of the three Regional Districts.. They are not trying to take any
thL~g away from the Water Board.

Alderman Day mentioned that it would be up to the specific Boards to make
the decision and not the Chairmen of the Boards.

~~yor Shaw suggested that undue emphasis should not be placed on the morn
ing meeting" If tuo Rogional Chairmen have agreed on a recommendation for the
Implementation Task Force then they could be assured that the Regional District
of Okanagan-Similkameen would go along with the Water Board!s decision. There
was no need for great concern.

14r. Duncan mentioned that during the morning meeting the three Chairmen
agreed to ask for authority to implement the Study and agreed upon three basic
items as the role of the local Government in implementing the Study.

Hayor Laird said it appeared the three Chairmen have set themselves up as
representatives for recommendations from the Valley.

Mr.. Duncan asked whether the question of the composition of the Victoria
delegation should be referred back to the Regional Districts for approval.

Mayor Laird suggested that representation to Victoria has to be broader
and should involve the l'later Board. There has to be a considerable emphasis
on implementation when meeting Provincial Ministers. Alderman Day said that
he did not think complete authority was given the Chairmen. They must report
back to the Board.

Mr. Duncan indicated that during the meeting of the three Chairmen, it
was agreed to draft a letter showing specifically what the local Government
would be requesting in Victoria.

Mr. Oxley and Mr. Laird suggested that representatives have been appoint...
ed by the Regional Districts to the Okanagan Basin Water Board to represent
them in this capacity on the Water Board.

~~yor Duke suggested that representatives from the three major cities in
the Valley also be sent to Victoria with the Chairmen.
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I''£r. Duncan had indicated to Mr. ~~rr that amalgamation of the three Reg
ional Districts into one would not resolve water management problems since re
presentation would be by population, with the largest voting unit coming out
of the central Okanagan. Urban centres ilTOuld tend to be favored. The present
set up with three members on the Hoard from each area would allow equal re
presentation by area. If local Government could show that they are in agree
ment on their recommendation, the Province is more likely to accept a proposal.

Mayor Duke left the meeting.

Oxley - Law'by

That representatives of the three major Okanagan cities, as well as the
three Regional Chairmen, represent local Government during meetings in Victoria
concerning Okanagan Basin Study implementation.

CARRIED m~NIMOUS

The Board agreed that the Regional Districts should know by way of letter
that the three Mayors will be going iluth the Regional District Chairmen to Vic
toria.

f~ayor Laird indicated that IJIr. Duncan, Chairman of the Viater Board should
obViously be the spokesman for the group.

Mr. Oxley moved that the meeting be adjourned.

The meeting adjourned at 4~25 P
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AGENDA.

~Brch 7th: 1974 2:00 P.M.

1. Appointment of F.W. Laird - Director to the Water Board.

2. Minutes from meeting of January 25th, 1974.

3. Accounts.

4. Appointment of Observers:

(a). City of Kelowna~

(b). The Corporation of the Village of Princeton.

(c). ~he Corporation of the District of Peachland.

(d). The Regional District of Colu.mbia-S'nuswap.

5,. Resolution:

Re: Policyconcarning appointment of Directors from Urban centres.

6. Correspondence:

~). B.E. Marr -

.Re: Osoyoos Lake levels.

(b).. Okanagan Action Group -

Re: High density development on Okanagan Lake.

(c).. J.B. Brodie, Pollution Control Branch -

Re: Adam Milling application for a Pollution Control Permit.

Cd).. D~Lock..~art, Pollution Control Branch -

Re: Application for pollution control permit - Vernon Fruit Union.

'(e) .. Hon.. D.. Cocke -

Re: , Fish j1atchery - Summerland.
. ;7 /~::., 0./"/~o /i"'>;:? ,_ /., ';',:i /,; {:' ,_<'

(f. ,L.A. Bergman, senior Hydraulic Eng., \vater Resource Service -

Re: Kalamalka - Wood Lake Basin Study reports.

7. G. Sinclair - Progress report.

'Re: Kalamalka - Wood Lake Study.

8.. Stream siltation wid erosion control.

,9. Lake levels and snowpack.

10. Applications for Pollution Control Permits -

(a).. Wright's Beach Camp Co. Ltd., Penticton

Letter, City of Penticton.

(b). Dominion Concrete Products Ltd., Kelowna.

(c). Fiberplast Products Ltd., Winfield.

Cd). Arman Diewart, Kelowna.

11. Other Business ..

Canadian Water Resources Association Meeting.

be .
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Present: A. Duncan
C. Day
E. Lavlby
H. OXley
P. Duke
F. Laird
J. Sha"lrl
,..,

Dunn1..-.

N. Hoover

~lso in attendance:

Chairman

Alternate

R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.

B.E.
E.
P.
H.
H.
F.
A.
P.
B.
O.
J.

I'1arr
Anthony
Farmer
Thompson
Blattner
Oakes
Harrison
IJIackie"lrlich
Harvey
"Vfoodley
Connelly

Associate Deputy Minister, Water Resources
District Water Rights Engineer
Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen
Planning Director, Regional District Okanagan-Similkameen
Regional District North Okanagan
Alderman, City of Penticton
Administrator, Regional District Central Okanagan
Administrator y Regional District North Okanagan
Vernon Irrigation District
Alderman, District of Coldstream
Planning Director, Regional District North Okanagan

A letter of February 26th, 1974 from the Regional District of Okanagan
Similkameen was read appointing Director F.W. Laird to fill the vacancy crea
ted by Director P.A. Farmer's resignation from the Water Board.

The Chairman welcomed ~~. B.E. Marr, Associate Deputy Minister of Water
Resources. Since 11r. Marr could only be present for a short period, those
items on the Agenda requiring some comment from 11r. Marr "lriould be taken first.

CorresDondence:

The following items of correspondence were read:

Osoyoos
Lake
Levels:

1. Letter of February 12th, 1974 from Itr. B.B. 11arr, Acting Associate Dep
uty Minister of Water Resources. Mr. ~furr had written on behalf of the
Honorable R. Williams, I~nister of Lands, Forests and Water Resources,
concerning water levels on Osoyoos Lake. Two courses of action could be
taken. First a reference under the International Joint Commission, with
respect to Zozel Dam, was being initiated. This request vres in accord
ance with recommendations of the Okanagan Basin Study. Secondly a small
Committee~with representation from the Department of 11unicipal Affairs
and the Water Resources Service, is being established to draft floodproo
fing instructions and methods for the use of local Governments. Priority
is being given to the Osoyoos Lake problem.

In commenting Itr. Marr mentioned through improved controls at the Zozel
Dam~ on the United States side of the Border, low levels on Osoyoos Lake could
be better managed.

Mayor Shaw asked how long it would take the International Joint Commis
sion to resolve this problem.

r~. Marr mentioned that a submission is now being made to the Internat
ional Joint C08ffiission through the Department of External Affairs. This would
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an International arrangement. It may take several years before a con
clusion is reached.

Mayor Shaw asked what efforts were being made to coordinate the Dam at
Penticton with the Zozel Dam. Mr. Marr indicated the Water Resources Ser
vice was in direct contact with the operator at Zozel Dam.

D. Cocke 2.
E..A. Uilliams
Summerland
Fish
Hatchery:

A letter of February 13th, 1974 "'las received from the Honorable D. Cocke
in reply to a Water Board letter of January 30th concerning discharge of
effluent by the Summerland Fish Hatchery. Itt. Cocke indicated he would
discuss the matter with the Honorable R.A. Williams and the Honorable
R.J. Radford.

A letter of February 21st from the Honorable R. Williams, ~linister of
Lands, Forests and Water Resources was also read. The letter mentioned that
Mr. Williams! investigation into effluent discharge from the Hatchery in
dicated the contribution of nutrients to Okanagan L~(e is small, represent
ing less than .1% of the total nitrogen and .2% of the total phosph§rouc
entering the Lake from all sources. It is noted that the water supply to
the Hatchery? Shaughnessy Spring, contributes apprOXimately 1% of nitrogen
entering the Lake. The Joint Federal-Provincial Studies conclude the effect
of the Hatchery effluent on the Lake is negligible when compared to input of
nutrients from all sources. Prior to issuing Pollution Control Permit No. PE
1585 treatment was considered, but treatment would only remove about 20% of
the nutrients, a negligible improvement. Limited information from the Feder
ally operated Capilano Hatchery indicated that the effluent quality is compar
able to that at S~~erland. The only effective way to substantially reduce
the quantity of nutrients entering Okanagan Lake at Summerland would be to
dispose of the effluent on land by irrigation or discontinue the operation.

In the meantime extension of the Hatchery outfall should resolve the
localized nutrient problem. Stopping installation of the outfall at this time
does not appear to be warranted. The Provincial Government would be willing
to proceed with any reasonable alternative to the present situation.

The Secretary-Hanager mentioned the Hater Beard was well a'\"m.re that the
effluent from the Hatchery is much diluted, carrying only a small volume of
nutrients per volume of water. However volume of the discharge i~S great, and
the total nutrient load should be considered. Although it was difficult to
treat the entire diluted effluent, the effluent originating during the short
wash down period could easily be managed separatly to eliminate at least 25%
of the wastes. This would be better than no improvement at all.

rtr. tfurr indicated that the Province would receive any reasonable pro
posal.

Mayor Laird suggested that copies of Hatchery correspondence be forward
ed to Dr. Clarke and the District of Summerland.

Kal-t/ood
Lake Study
Reports:

3. Letter of FebrJary 15th, 1974 from Mr. L.A. Bergman, Senior Hydraulic
Engineer, in charge of the Kalamalka-Wood Lake Basin Study. ~tt. Berg
man was replying to a request by the Water Board for copies of reports
produced under the Kal-Wood Lake Study. Mr. Bergman indicated that the
Water Investigations Branch will not send copies of reports to any Agen
cies. They are concerned about precedent. Once reports are sent, other
Agencies or Groups may wish these. Mr. Sinclair has a complete set
which is available to the 'l'ask Force, of which the "('later Board is a mem
ber. The reports are of an interim nature and limited circulation is
desirable from an administrative point of view. A list of the reports
produced are enclosed.
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The Chairman asked the Secretary-Manager to relate the problem of
heavy siltation in several streams within the Okanagan.

The Secretary-Manager indicated that he was particularly concerned
with the hea'ly silt load being carried by Vernon Creek into Okanagan Lake.
The silts originate from various sources including construction work in and
about stream banks, diversions, storm drains, and erosion. The silt b~rd8n

is causing gradual filling of the North Bay of Okanagan Lake. Silt and a
heavy nutrient load has resulted in a dense growth of aquatic weeds. An
amount of money was being spent to harvest aquatic weeds; however, very little
has been accomplished to curtail the silt load causing the weed growth.

~1r. Marr asked if the Board 1'laS thinking of siltation basins to collect
the silt. The Secretary-Manager indicated this could be a second step. The
first concern was to establish who has jurisdiction over this problem. 11ill
it be Local or Provincial. Mr. Marr indicated that Provincial Scientists are
looking at the weed and the silt problem. On the Coquitlam PQver, this pro
blem was handled through a soil bylaw. vmere there has been a problem, the
Provincial Government has helped uith Dome erosion control.

Mr. Marr asked that the Board consult with Provincial Scientists concern
ing the silt and weed problem. There are presently two Studies being done in
the area; the Kalamalka-Wood Lake Study, and an aquatic weed study.

Duke - Oxley

That the problem of siltation in Vernon Creek and the North Arm of Okana
gan Lake be persued with the Water Resources Service.

CARRIED

The Chairman thap~ed ~~. Marr for attending.

Mr. ~~rr left the meeting.

Shavi - Day

That the minutes from the meeting of January 25th, 1974 be adopted as
circulated.

CARRIED

The Secretary-f~nager presented accounts outstanding to March 7th, 1974
totalling 3521.27.

Duke - Oxley

That accounts totalling 8521.27 be approved.

CARRIED
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Letters were read making the following appointments of Observers to the
Okanagan Basin Water Board:

Appointment
of
Observers:

1. City of Kelowna The appointment of Mr. C.B. Day, as Council non-
voting Observer to the Okanagan Basin Water Board from the City of
Kelowna, for 1974. was rescended; and ~~yor W.C. Bennett was appointed
as non-voting Observer to the Okanagan Basin Water Board from the City
of Kelowna, for 1974.

The Corporation of the Village of Princeton
Mayor Jacobson as Observer.

The appointment of

Policy,
Appointment
of
Directors:

3. Corporation of the District of Peachland The appointment of Mr.
James Edmund McKay as Observer to the Okanagan Basin Water Board.

4. Regional District of Columbia Shuswap The appointment of Mr. J.E.
Kerr as Observer to the Okanagan Basin vTater Board.

Resolution:

The Chairman asked the Board ihat there be some clarification regarding
the appointment, to the Board, by Regional District Boards of Directors from
urban centres. As a result of last months Board meeting. this policy is not
entirely clear. A resolution should be adopted to clarify this matter.

Mayor Laird indicated this policy had been set in the past.

A review of the past minutes and correspondence of the Board in this re
gard did not indicate a clear resolution stating whether a Director from each
Regional Districtshould be from a major urban centre iY1 each Regional District
or from the major urban centre of each Regional District. However, after the
membership from each Regional District, on the Water Board, had been increased
by Letters Patent from tvlO to three members, appointment of one Director from
each of the three major urban centres was made by each Regional District. It
appeared that, although not written into the record the three major urban cen
tres would be represented. After discussion the follOWing resolution was pass
ed.

Shaw - Laird:

That the Water Board, in regulating its procedures, agrees that represen
tation from each member Regional Board to the Water Board shall include one
Regional Director from the major urban centre of each Regional District. Such
Director to be appointed for a one year term at the first meeting of each Reg
ional Board each year.

CARRIED

Correspondence:

High Density
Development
Okanagan
Mission:

1. A letter of January 28th, 1974 from the Okanagan Mission Action Group was
read. The group was concerned regarding a high density development in
the Okanagan Mission area near the Lake and near the Okanagan Mission
water intake. The group was concerned that septic tank effluent would
be leached into the Lake.

Mayor Duke suggested this was a Regional District and Health Unit matter.
rrr. Day indicated that the area is within the new City of Kelowna. The pro
perty has been zoned Commercial. Health authorities have been reveiwing the
application.
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Adam 2.
Milling
Ltd.:

Vernon 3.
Fruit
Union 
Application:

Letter from J.V. Brodie, Mining Section, Industrial Division, Pollution
Control Branch. The letter was in reply to a Water Board objection of
January 31st, 1973. Mr. Brodie advised that Adam Milling Ltd. has with
drawen its Pollution Control application for the Olalla property.

Letter from D. Lockhart, Pollution Control Branch. The letter informed
that the application for Pollution Control Permit on behalf of the Vernon
Fruit Union has been adjudicated and that Pollution Control Permit No. PE
2839 has been issued. The Director considered all information available
to him and decided in favor of issuing the permit in view of the works that
would be installed.

Laird - Oxley

That the above correspondence be received.

CARRIED

Kal - \'lood
Lake Study:

Lake Levels
and Snowpack:

r·~r. Glen Sinclair, Public Coordinator for the Kalamalka-\lJood Lake Stu9-Y
was present at the meeting. The Chairman asked him for a progress report on the
Study. Mr. Sinclair indicated that a preliminary assessment of the Lakes in the
system had been made, The Kalamalka _. Wood Lake Task Force has placed priorities
on aspects relating to water quality in the system. Long term nutrient reduction
is a high priority.

Various activities around the Hood Lake system are the source of much nut
rient. A document summarizing the findings of the report should be prepared
within the next few weeks. All the possible alternatives must be looked at, and
then the most feasible improvements studied.

Hith respect to the Okanagan Basin rIater Board I s request for study rel)Q]:ts,
information, briefings,and minutes of Task Force meetings could be duplicated for
the Water Board1s use.

The Study will now be extended to the end of June.

Mayor Laird asked whether the final report of the Okanagan Basin Study has
now been corrected. Mr. Sinclair indicated that Mr. Thompson has now made cor
rections. Mayor Laird asked whether the Provincial Government has seen the Ok
anagan Basin Study report. Mr. Sinclair felt that ~mofficially the Government
has seen it but the official reporting date would be at the end of r~rch.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Sinclair for attending the meeting.

The Secretary-Manager presented the March 1st snow reports from stations
throughout the Okanagan-Similkameen area. Indications were that high oleva
-tion stations have a particularly high snowpack equivalent to that of the 1972
flood year. Stations in the middle elevation, although not as great as the 1972
pack, were much above average. The overall indications are that a heavy snOlT
pack is building. In the Okanagan area all stations over 5400' elevation, ex
cept Isintok Lake, have record high snowpacks. In the Simi1kameen, at present,
the snowpack appears to have a water equivalent of about 80% of that reported
in 1972. The snowpack appears to be more above average in the North than in the
South. Silver Star, with an elevation of 6,050', has a record snowpack; the
March 1st ivater equivalent i'l'aS 35.9" compared to 32.6" during 1972. Oyama Lake
has a record of 8.6 H of water compared to 7.6 11 in 1972. MOU-11t Kobau, at eleva
tion 5,950', has a 19.2" ,vater equivalent; this is an eight year record. In
1972 the water equivalent was 15.31!.
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During the past year water in Okanagan Lake had been held in reserve due
to the drought of 1973. However, water would now have to be discharged to
lower the Lake. Okanagan Lake level was presently at 1120.82'. This is .2 1

above average, or 1.03 1 above the minimum level. Okanagan River discharge has
been 1,750 cfs. up to the 24th of February.

Applications for Pollution Control Permits:

i'lright's
Beach
Ca.np:

L Application by Wright's Beach Camp Co. Ltd. of Penticton to discharge efflu
ent from a tent and trailer camp located on Highway 97 near Skaha Lake into
a tile drain field located on the Penticton Indian Reserve. The volume of
discharge would be 7,600 gallons daily. The Secretary-Manager had visited
the site in the field. The close proximity of the field to Skaha Lake
could result in some nutrients leaching to the Lake.

A letter from the City of Penticton was also read. The City objected to
the tile field being close to Skaha Lake, and requested the Permit be withheld.

Mayor Laird indicated that the subsurface discharge has been a source of
contention.

Laird - Shaw

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by Wright's Beach
Camp be denied.

CARRIED

Dominion
Concrete
Products:

2. Application by Dominion Concrete Products Ltd. of Kelowna to discharge
effluent from a concrete batching unit at the Westside Industrial Park
into the ground. The daily volume of discharge would be 10 Imperial gal
lons. The Secretary-Manager had visited the site. There would be no
surface contamir~tion of water.

Day - Lawb,y

That the application by Dominion Concrete Products Ltd. be approved.

CARRIED

Fiberplast
Products
Ltd. :

3. Application for an ammendment to a Pollution Control Permit by Fiberplast
Products Ltd., Winfield, B.C. The Secretary-Manager had visited the site
and had reviewed the application with the Technical Committee of the Reg
ional District of Central Okanagan. The industry was a Chemical Industry
manufacturing fiberglass resin. Chemicals used contained polyester, resin
anhydrides, and glycols. Since this was a Chemical Industry discharging
effluent to the ground, additional information, other than contained in
the application, should be received. There is a possibility of well water
contamination by chemicals. On this basis it was recommended that the ap
plication be held in abeyance$

Laird - Dunn

That the Technical Committee's recommendations, concerning Fiherplact Pro-
ducts Ltd., be accepted. ---------_.

CARRIED
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A. Dieivart
Camp
Ground:

Annual
Conference
Canadian
'\rlater
Resources
Association:

Application by Arman Diewart of Lakeshore Road, Kelowna to discharge eff
luent from a camp ground into a drain field. The volume of discharge

ould be approximately 5000 gallons. The Secretary-Manager had visited
the site. The drain field was within 80 feet of a stream. The area in
which the drain field was located had a relatively high water table. This
is an existing operation. The problem of large septic drainage fields near
the Lake and near streams had been a cause for concern.in several areas
during the past month. A future sewer line was anticipated in this area.
It was recommended that the camp hook onto a sewer system as soon as one
is available.

Da:y: - Laird

That the camp site be recommended to hook onto a sewer system at the earl
iest date; however, there would be no immediate objection to the application.

CARRIED

Other Business

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that the annual conference of the Canadian
Water Resources Association would be held at the Vancouver Airport Hyatt House,
Richmond, British Columbia on June 12th, 13th, and 14th, 1974. The theme would
beu W3.ter, Land and Food - Canada j s role in helping to meet ivorld food needs."
Members from the Water Board had attended these conferences in the past.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned the Water Board, the Kelowna School Board,
and the Okanagan Basin Study had sponsored a series of evening seminars on Nater
Resource management. The School Board has requested a small token payment of
850.00 to help defray costs. Mayor Laird indicated that if this type of pay
ment were to be made in one area, other School Boards also would be eligible
for the same assistance.

Oxle:y: - Laird

That the application, by the Kelowna School Board, be denied.

CARRIED

Mr. Duncan asked that the meeting adjourn into Committee.

Mayor Shaw moved adjournment.

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 P.M.



OKANAGAN R4..sIN HArrER BOA..B.D

AGENDA

f1ay 2nd, 1974

1). Minutes from meeting of ~~rch 7th, 1974.

2). Accounts.

3). Financial .statements, 1974.

4). Correspondence:

2 :00 P .fL

5) •

r)
OJ.

(a). Association of B.C. Irrigation Districts

Appointment of Observer to the ~Tater Board.

(b). Association.of B.C. Irrigation Districts

Consideration for representation on future water management body.

Regional District of North Okanagan

Re: Association of B.C. Irrigation Districts representation.

(c). L.W. Homes - Pollution Control Branch

Re: Applications for Pollution Control Permit on behalf of

Oliver-Osoyoos Co-operative Growers Association.

(d). D. Blake - Pollution Control Branch.

Re: Application for a Pollution Control Permit on behalf of

\'Tright's Beach Camp.

Kal-Wood Lake Basin .study - Background Working Paper.

Lake level, .snO\'Tpack and Floodproofing

B.E. Narr letter.

7). Ceasars Landing - Erosion & Siltation.

8). Applications for Pollution Control Permits:

(a). Leduc Paving Ltd.

(b). Lorne Barclay Dobbin.

9). Other ~~siDess.

Committee Meetin~

Letters to Ron. R. Williams & J.G. Lorimer

Re: Okanagan Basin Study Implementation and related correspondence.

Letter Hon. R. Williams to Hon. J. Davis

Re: Okanagan Basin Study Implementation.



MINUTES OF TRE MEETING OF TEE OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD, ~y 2nd,
1974, 2:00 P9~:r. OFFICES OF TRE REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKANA-
GAN, 540 GROVES AVENUE. KELOWNA.. B.C. 1.

Present: J.B.
c.
W.
P.
A.
c.
E..

Shaw
Dunn
Oxley
Duke
Duncan
Day
La't'!Tby

.C.O.
R.D.C ..O.

IUnutes:

Also in attendance:

R.. Postill
P. Mackiewich
W.C. Bennett
Alderman J .. Stua1:'t
Alderman B. Lee
Alderman F. Oakes
B. Harvey
E. li-ielnyk
K.E. McKee

Lawby -.Day

Chairman, R.D.N.O.
Administrator, R.D.N.O.
r~yor, City of Kelowna
City of Kelowna
City of Kelowna

of Penticton
Assoc. of B.C. Irrigation Districts
Chairman, R.D~ Columbia-Shuswap
Administrator, R.D. Columbia-Shuswap

That the minutes from the meeting of r~rch 7th, 1974 be adopted as
circulated.

CARRIED

Accounts: Accounts outstanding totalling $535.

Duke - Oxley

were presented..

That the accounts totalling $535. be paid..

Financial
Statements:

CARRIED

The Secretary-Manager presented audited Financial Statements for the
year ended December 31st, 1973. These statements had"been mailed to Board
members prior to meeting. The total revenue for 1973, includ.ing surplUS
from the previous year plus lieed harvesting revenue, was $24,207. Total
expenditure for the year was $19,726.00. A surplus of $4,481.00 was left
at the end of the year.

In 1972 total revenue was $21~419.00 and total expenditure was $20,514.
Expenditures during 1973 were slightly less than 1972.

Shaw - Dunn

That the Financial Statements for the year ending December 31st, 1973
be approved.

CARRIED
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Correspondence:

The following items of correspondence were read:

Assoc .. of 1.
B.C.
Irrigation
Districts.
Representative:

Assoc. of 2.
~.C.

Irrigation
Districts
Full Member:

R.D.N.O. 3.
Re: Rep.
Irrigation
Districts:

L.VI. Holmes 4.
Re: Oliver
Osoyoos Co-op
Application:

D. Blake 5..
Re: Wright? s
Beach Camp
Application:

Appointment of Observer. A letter of March 29th, 1974 was read from
the Association of B.C. Irrigation Districts. The letter advised that
the representative from the Association of B.C. Irrigation Districts
to the \Vater Board vlOuld be ~Iir. B. Harvey of Vernon. Mr. Ken Blagborne t
of Sv~erland, would be alternate.

A letter of I~rch 20th, 1974 from the Association of B.C. Irrigation
Districts suggested that Irrigation Districts in the valley have an
important role in the control of water use. Any considerations for a
future overall governing body for water in the Okanagan Valley should
consider representation from the Irrigation Districts. The Irrigation
Districts should have the privilege to discuss to n8termine and vote
on issues that may arise.

A letter dated April 26th, 1974 from the Regional District of North
Okanagan directed to the Association of B.C. Irrigation Districts in
formed that the Regional Board of the Regional District of North Oka
nagan supports the request of the Irrigation Districts for represent
ation on a governing body and would recommend that representation from
Irrigation Districts be made on the Tecv~ical Committee and on the re
structured Water Board.

Letter of r~rch 20th, 1974 from L.W. Holmes, Pollution Control Branch,
with respect to an application for a Pollution Control Permit on behalf
of Oliver-Osoyoos Cooperative Growers Association dated ~~y 9th, 1973¢
¥tr. Holmes informed that the application was in its final review and
+=~-,t contaminated process effluent vIill no longer be discharged to Skaha
Lake. This effluent will be collected in a seetling tam~ and disposed
of by tile field. In view of tnA information outlined the Pollution Con
trol Branch wished to know whether there were any further comments and
they vwuld appreciate receiving same 11ithin 15 days.

The Secretary·-Nanager indicated that the objections of the vlater Board
had now been satisfied. Discharge of effluent to surface water would no
longer be continued.

Letter of April 19th, 1974 from D. Blake, Pollution Control Branch with
respect to an application persuant to Pollution Control Permit applica
tion on behalf of Wright's Beach Camp Ltd. in Penticton. The letter
stated that the "l'Ia ter Board letter of IVIarch 14th, 1974, objecting to the
application, had been accepted and the Director would decide whether or
not the objection 1'TOuld be SU'j~"~t to a Hearing. In order to assist the
Director in vis decision as to the necessity of holding a Public Hearing,
it has been requested that any information of which there is a knowledge
which may have a bearing on the matter be submitted vdthin 30 days.

Kal-\iood
Lake Study
Background
Paper:

The Secretary-}fuL~ager indicated that copies of the Kal-Wood Basin Study
Background Paper had been circulated to Board Members. The Background Paper
summerized the technical findings of the Kalamalkn-lifood Lake Study. The
Public Task Force boing coordinated by }IT. Sinclair has now met several times
on the Paper and have reviewed the water quantity sections. Some highli.ghts
of the water quality section indicate there is an excess of water licenced
over the amount available in an av~rage year. During an average year the net
inflow to the Basin is 22,000 acre feet, while 37,000 acre feet of this have
been licenced. The Water Rights Branch is now taking mc;asures to improve this
situation 0

Recommendations were made for increased flutvation on Kalamalka Lake.to
allow for lowering in anticipation of flood coniitions and to relieve drought
conditions. The outlet to Kalamalka Lake could be improved.



Lake Levels
Snowpack
& Flood
'Proofing:

B.E. Marr 
Flood
Proofing:
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In the water quality section of the Paper, the main sources of nutrient
to the system included natural run-off,septic tanl(s, agriculture and animals.
Those items contributing the most nutrient should be given priority when con
sidering removal. The concept of alum treatment of the entire 'ifood Lake i'las
discussed. It is possible to achieve fairly rapid results with alum treat
ment at a relatively reasonable cost (approximately $130,000). This method
has been tried on other smaller lakes and could prove to be a reasonable pilot
project for Wood Lake.

The Secretary-Manager indicated that Okanagan Lake level had been drawn
dOiVll to reach a historic low of 1119.52 feet elevation, on April 23rd, at the
Penticton Gaging Station. This is approximately 3 inches below the agreed
minimum operating level of 1119.79 feet above sea level. The reason for the
draw down was the anticipation of record runoff. Recommendations contained
in the draft copy of the Okanagan Basin Study suggested that the Lake be drawn
down below the minimum operating level in anticipation of record floods.

The present level of Okanag~~ Lake was 1119.88 feet above sea level. It
has recently been rising approximately one half inch per day. It should reach
its peak level within six to eight weeks. The Secretary-Manager indicated
that many streams have now started a fairly rapid rQ~off. The inflow into
Okanagan Lake "l1TaS now greater than the outflow. If sudden hot i1Teather should
occur in early fhy extreme peaks could be reached on several streams. He in
dicated that there has been several minor complaints concerning the low level
of the Lclce since muddy beaches had been exposed and some wharfs left above
water. However, it was explained to those who had complained that the situ
ation would only be temporary and was necessary to avoid flooding of lakeshore
properties at the pe~( level on the Lake.

Mr. Oxley indicated that in his area there are many lake shore residents
who have been asking questions about the lake. He suggested that a type of
informative news release be made informing the people why it is necessary to
lower the lake to this extent. He indicated that officials are well aware of
the reasons why this was required; however, the general public may not be aware.

Oxley - Lawby

That a news release be prepared exp~alnlng to the general public the rea
sons necessary for lowering Okanagan Lake this year.

CARRIED

Mayor Shaw asked whether there were any forecasts for Osoyoos Lake lev
els. The Secretary-Manager indicated it was more difficult to make precise
predictions on levels of Osoyoos Lake since there were many more variables in
volved including the discharge of sidestreams into the Okanagan River channel;
the ability of Osoyoos Lake to discharge water into the Similkameen River when
it is high; and the amount of water that could be held back in Okanagan Lake.
Although the Similkameen snov~ack was only 80% of 1972, if the melt occurred
in a very short period the river could reach the same proportions as 1972.
This could in turn affect Osoyoos Lake since the Okanagan River would be back
ed up into the Lake. However, if the Similkameen freshet is extended the same
problem as existed in 1972 on Osoyoos Lake may not occur.

A letter of April 22nd, 1974 was read from Mr. B.E. Marr, Acting Associate
Deputy Minister of Water Resources. Mr. Marr outlined the flood proofing mea
sures that are currently being undertaken by the Province in cooperation with
the municipalities in the valley to protect against flood damage. A committee
is now drafting flood proofing instructions and is making field assessments in
specific areas to facilitate local input, as well as a first hand understanding
of problems and the practicality of solutions. The flood proofing measvxes will,
to a large extent, apply to future construction in flood prone areas. Emergency
measures for the current year; however, will initially be a local responsibility
to be undertaken on a basis of local knowledge and forecasts from local flood
committees set up by the Provincial Government. In the Osoyoos area the Water
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Ceasars
Landing 
Siltation
& Erosion:

Resources Service will be provlulng, in preliminary form, infonuation rclati.nG
to emergency protection measures and forecasting, as outlined in the findinGs
and recommendations of the Okanagan Basin Study. The Secretary-:-IIanager mention
ed that a committee of the TJater Resources 1'Iould be visiting VaJ:';'OUS communities
in the Okanagan-Similkameen which are expected to have flood problems and would
review these vIi th communities individually. The City of Vernon has already beeri
visited.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned he had visited Ceasars Landing, South of
Fintry, on the West Side of Okanagan Lake. The site was prepared for develop- .
ment last year. The Developer had to date removed all vegetation from the site,
placed roads & culverts, and had filled several gulleys. A large volumn of
earth was pushed over a steep embankment, the toe of which reaches the beach of
Okanagan Lake. There has been considerable soil erosion on the site, resulting
from the steep embankment and loss of vegetation. The Fisheries Branch and
other agencies have expressed concern over unstabJe soil. During rain, eroded
material was being washed into Okanagan Lake. This could lead to nuisance weed
growth problems, as well as a hazard to fisheries.

~IT. Oxley asked that since the Water Board has no jurisdiction over the
concerned agencies, whether a letter should be sent to the Highways Department
pointing out the problem and expressing concern over siltation in Okanagan Lake.

Oxley - Duke

That a letter be written to the Highways Department with copies to the
Developer and the Regional District expressing concern over soil erosion, on
the Ceasars Landing development site, into Okanagan Lake.

CARRIED

Applications for Pollution Control Permits:

The following applications for Pollution Control Permits were presented to
the Board:

Leduc
Paving
Ltd. :

1. Application to discharge effluent from an asphalt plant into the ground
near Silver Star Mountain Rd. near Vernon. The daily discharge volumn
would be 15,000 gallons. The effluent would originate from a scrubber.
Effluent would be discharged to a settling pond and recycled back through
the system. There would be no surface discharge of water.

Oxley - Duke

That there be no objection to the application for a Pollution Control Permit
by Leduc Paving Ltd.

CAP.RIED

Lorne,
Barcley,
Dobbin:

2. Application for a Pollution Control Permit by Lorne, Earcley, Dobbin to
discharge effluent from septic tank collector trucks into a lagoon system
located near Westbank. The daily discharge would be 20,000 gallons. The
type of effluent would be typical septic tank effluent. The site would be
operated as a. lagoon. The Secretary-I'Tanager had visited the site and found
no great concern for water contamination, since the site was well removed
from any surface water or residential population.

Day - Lm'fby

That there be no objection to the application for a Pollution Control Permit
by LQrhe, Earcley, DJbbin.

CARRIED
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Mr. Duncan mentioned that although the site does appear to be a very
good site for the disposal of septic tank effluent, there is likely to be
some complaints from the area since they are not pleased with the concept
of receiving sewage effluent from another area.

Other Business

The Secretary-I1anager mentioned the dates from the annual conference of
Canadian Water Resources Assoication were announced during the last meeting.
The Chairman suggested that someone from the Water Board attend the confer
ence to be held in Vancouver.

Shaw - Lm'Tby

The Secretary-~~nager of the Okanagan Basin Water Board be authorized to
attend the annual conference of the Canadian Water Resources Association, June
12, 13 & 14, 1974.

CARRIED

The Secretary-Hanager asked the Board concerning the circulation of Com
mittee Meeting minutes of the Water Board. He indicated, in the past, Commit
tee Meeting minutes has been sent to Board Members only; however, as a result
of last month's meeting some minor misunderstandings may have been averted
had copies also been sent to Chairmen of Regional Districts. He asked the
Board whether they wished Committee Meeting minutes to be sent to Chairmen of
Regional Districts as well.

Duncan - Day

That the Chairmen of the three Regional Districts comprlslng the Okanagan
Basin Water Board receive minutes from Committee Meetings of the Water Board.

CARRIED

The Chairman indicated the agenda showed their would be a Committee meet
ing to further discuss Okanagan Basin Study Implementation, and related corres
pondence. He felt there was no longer a need to hold discussions of this topic
in Committee and asked the Board whether they wished to continue in open session
rather than going into Committee.

Oxley - ShavT

That the Water Board not go into Committee for the following discussion.

CARRIED

The Secretary-~anager mentioned that a draft copy of a letter to be sent
to the Hon. R.A. Williams and the Hon. J. Lorimer had been circulated on March
22nd, 1974 to Water Board members; to the Chairman of the three Regional Dis
tricts; and to the J\1ayors of Vernon, Kelmma, and Penticton. These letters had
been sent out to receive comment and approval for final submission to the I~nis

tel's concerned. Replies have been received from the Regional Districts and from
the Cities by letter and by telephone indicating that the Regional Districts
and the Cities generally supported the concept contained in the draft letter.
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Hon. R.
vlilliams Re:
Ok. Basin
Study Imple
mentation
Task Force:

The final letters were consequently fOTITarded to the Ministers concerned
on April 23rd, outlining the role local goverr~ent would play in Okanagan Basin
Study Implementation. The letter urged for an early meeting with the Ministers.

The Chairman upon referring to paragraph two on page three of the draft
letter, said he wished to make it clearly understood that this new restructured
Water ~~nagement Board would have authority over the cities and municipalities
throughout the Basin with respect to waste water management.

Mayor Bennett asked how could a Board have authority over present Region
al Districts which now give the Board its authority in the first instance.
Could this not give the Province authority to set up one Regional District.

The Chairman indicated this vras the type of debate he 1rlished to occur now
rather than before going to Victoria. He indicated that before the delegation
is sent to Victoria there must be absolute agreement as to the presentation and
form of water management structure local representatives wish to have. He indi
cated a delegation of six members would be going to Victoria, including the
Chairmen of the three Regional Districts and the Mayors of Vernon, Kelo1rma, and
Penticton. He had initially thought this would be a large and cumbersome re
presentation; however, the Regional Districts and the Cities have now agreed on
this delegation.

If the Province were to set up one Regional District it would have to
give the Regional District the same water management autl10rity as it would give
to a Water Board. However, the Central Okanagan Regional District would tend
to dominate the entire area because of the larger population. TIle existing
Regional Districts would still maintain their present authority in the broaQ
scope of their jurisdiction. A new restructured Water Board would only have
authority in items relating directly to water management. Present Regional Dis
tricts have very little water management authority.

Mr. Stuart felt the Board would require zoning and taxation authority also.
It would be hard to plan for zoning in just one area.

Mr. Oxley indicated that even with a new restructured Board, there would
still be Regional District input to this Board, and it would serve to carry the
thoughts from each Regional District to a central board.

Mayor Bonnett suggested that the authority, required for water management,
be given to each Regional District. The power would then be delegated by each
Regional District to a Water Board to carry out the necessary management. The
three Regional Districts have worked well together so far. He said he could
not see one board superceding the three present Regional Districts. He would
rather see the authority given to the Regional Districts then delegated to the
vlater Board.

Mayor Dw(e said a letter would be required from the Regional Districts
saying that they would in fact agree to delegate the authority to a Water Board.

Mayor Bennett requested the Board, if he could meet briefly with the Board
to further this discussion in the absence of the press. The Board agreed to this.

However, a letter from the Han. R.A. Williams to the Hon. Jack Davis was
read first: The letter of April 22nd indicated that Mr. Williams agreed with
the Federal Provincial suggestion that a Task Force be appointed as recommended
in the Study Report and suggested that the initial terms of reference should be
to insure that those recommendations that are clearly the responsibility of the
Senior Governments are implemented. The recommendations refer to structural im
provements to the flood control works and to monitoring programs. ~IT. Williams
mentioned the Province is initiating discussions with local authorities to de
termine the most suitable arrangements for implementation of those recommenda
tions involving local government.



FIINUTES OF THE HEEl'n~G OF T:H:C OKANAGAn BASIN ilATER BOARD
r'lAY 2nd. 1274. 7.

I-IT. Uilliams indicated the Provincial representative on the Implementa
tion Task Force would be Nr. T.A.J. Leach, Assistant Director of the 1Jater In
vestigations Branch. As representative of local government interests he includ
ed 11r. W. ParchomchQ~, tmnager, Okanagan Basin Water Board as an Observer on the
'rask Force. 1<lr. Uilliams also suggested the final report should now be released
frr public distribution.

The Chairman indicated the letter stated the local representative to the
Implementation Task Force would only be an Observer. In past discussions with
~'lr. Marr, the Chairman felt there was an indication the local representative
would be a full member. He felt the local representative should be a full mem
ber. Hr. Williams ShOl11d be asked to explain why he suggested local represent
ation be by Observer only.

A short recess followed and the meeting continued In-Camera.

certified a true and correct copy



lTOTSS FROM A I·lEETING OF THE OKA..HAG.t\J.1 V_ULEY PcEGIO:NA1 DISTRICT CRAIill1EN,
NA_YORS OF TIB NAJOR CITIES, AND NIta'S FROiII TEE OKA.HA.GAl'1 SEUSi'iAP~

J1JNE sth 1 7!~ 11 :00. A.IlL • _." PJI.;R,1:1Atl-Pi!T BtJII::p~rlG;.~~9.!QR!_h 1.

Present: P. Jordan. (Urs .. )
A* Duncan
P.. Farmer
R.. Postil1
S~ Fleming
If 9 C~ Ben..>J.ett
J~N~ B-rmm
i'f" Parchomchuk

HL..t\., North Okanagan
Chairman~ R.D~C.O$

Chairman, R.D.O.S.
Crillirman, R.D.N.O.
~~yor, City of Vernon
Ha.yor, Ci"bJ of Kelowna
Alderman, City of Penticton
Secretar;y·-Ha.nager, O"B.W.B.

lIrs .. Jordan mentioned that; other ~1lA I s could not be present due to ill
ness and prior commitmente~

Nr~ Duncan explained that the delegation idshed to keep local liLA. I s i..1'l
formed as to what local representatives wished to accomplish as far as estab
lishing ~~ authority for Okanagan Basin Study Implementation.. They ~dsh to
establish a rest.ructured i'[ater Beard, and favored Recormn.endation 1B of the
Okanagan Basin StUdy",

tIrs .. Jordan asked uhether the group r.ad ever looked at hro Regional Dis
tricts.. Hr. Duncan indicated that idth this concept, pa.rts of Regional Dis
tricts would be eliminated and the boundaries of the water shed did not con
form "\onth the Regional District boundaries ..

}2yor Fleming indicated that they 1~shed to assign authority for water
~anagement to the Water Board on behalf of the three participating Regional
Districts~ Representation could include the Provincial and Federal Govern
ments" 'I"ne existing lfater F,oard has formed a working relationship beh-Teen the
Regional Districts.. The least disr~pti,~ action would be to expand the Water
Board and leave ..the existing Regio:r...al Districts to m.an..ag8 presen-c eXisting
~~ctions.. This would be the least disruptive to Valley org8_~ization.

iIT .. Farmer indicated that to tr~ one Regional District now would destroy
the tTIlstthat has already been built up by existing Regio~...al Districts. C~o

graphically :re~ote areas would find difficulty in associating with each others
problems ..

!:Irs .. Jordan asked if the Goysrrrment has given arry indication t:b..at they
will accept t~~s ..

lIre .. Jorda....'1 asked 1'7h6ther the prime authority lTould be given to the \'Iater
Board.. !-'f;!:?yor Bennett replied that authority would be given to the Uater :Board
from the Hegional Distriets$ Nr", IJuncan indicated that the authority of the
Boe..rd Hould only be in Haste T:reatment, some a:reas of Land Use Zoning, and in
an advisory role 11"ith the Province. fiIayor Ben.7J.stt indicated there "mula be no
change in legislation required only new Letters Patent would be required for
the Board,.

HI'S" ,Jordan asked vrhether there uere any thoughts by the Governi'l1ent on
maki...ng the Ob.....na.ga.'1 a Trust Area~ and whether fiT'..ancing formulas bad been look
ed at"

:r'layor FleJJling indicated that there 1;e:re formulas in other areas involving
heavy Federal and PrOVil;.cial fi:na.'1cing,. Some major urban c0ntres do not have
the additional costs of Haste Treatment tr..a.t is required in the Okana&,-a.n" and
there is a benefit to the rest of the nation" Other agreements with other Pro
vinces have set a preceden'c i....'1 financing form:ula.'3 0 Rt'~ Duncan indicated that
a Task Force had been set up to look into tr~s~

rfrs~ Jordan ask:ed if there had been any thought in hav:L"1g Government re
pr8senta-Cion on the Bvard.." Na.yoT' Bennett indicated there had been some con
sideration but the Gove:rnment represent~tiv-e 1wuld. not IU;:ely be a voting re
presentative"
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Hayor Fleming indicated that to be a voting representative there i'Tould.
have to be some responsibility to the electorate"

Nr" Farmer mentioned that if the tUG Sen..ior Governments -rlill be provid
ing funds they will have to have a strong voice in wr~t is being done" They
'I'rill have to give advice.. Hr@ Duncan indicated t:b..at Irrigation Districts
have also requested representation..

}tts" Jordan indicated that the trend Provincially is for Councils and
Boards not to require Referendum"

IIr .. Farmer suggested that many items should be on a non-Referendum basis,.
It would be difficult to go to Referendum for treatment plants on a Valley
"ldde basis.. fIrs" Jordan asked if an overall cost :b..ad been set on implement
ing the Study. l-tt. Parchomchuk indicated -mat the cost of all sevlage works,
including tr9-atment and trunk lines$' I·muld be- a:pp'roJZ:i.ma,~ly thirty (50) _mil~io:n
dollars"

. }Ir. Farmer indicated that basically the reason for the trip today was to
find out what the Hinisters, riIr" Uilliams and r,u-. Lorimer, are thinking in re
gards to the Okana-gaIl Basin Study and the Okanagan Basin Hater Board.

Nrs., Jordan indicate.d tbat s.b,i;P would. like to m.eet. periodically to keep
-;nf"ormed..

The meeting adjourned at 11:40 A.M.
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R. Uilliams
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;!o0d,rard
l-Ie1IT
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Fleming
Bennett
DlL.'rJ.can
Farmer
Postill
Parchomchrtk

Hillister of Lands, Forests and l'Tater I?esources ..
llinister of Municipal Affairs.
Deputy Insp. of 11unicipalities, Dept. of lIun. Affairs ..
Acting Assoc. Deputy llinister of Hater Resources ..
E::ecutive Assistant to lion. J .G. Lorimer.
Alderman, City of Penticton..
Hayor, City of Vernon.
IIay-or, City of Kelm'illa ..
Chair.u1an~ Regi,onal District of Central Okap..agan.
Chairman, Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen.
ChairJ1lan, Regional District of North Okanagan..
Seeretary-:r:r&'18.gel' , Ol\:8,llagan Basin \'TateI' Board ..

lIre Duncan lias spokesillan for the gI'oup.

r~. Duncan introduced the group, then presented a short prepared state
Bent indicating that the Okanagan Basin Study and the Public Involvement Pro=
gram of the Study had shmm that there uas a need for a Water lIanagement 1m."
thority in the Valley~ The three Resional Districts have agreed there is a
need for such an Authority. The Study has recommended several alternatives
hO~j such an Authority, all a Valley wide basis, could be established. Of the
recommendations suggested the local represer-tatives prefer Recommendation Noo
I (b) uhieh Hould set up the Okanagan Basin Hater Board to act on behalf of
all Regional Districts in the area. The role of the Board would entail 1later
Tlanagement including Haste Treatment, Land Use Zoning and Hater Hanagement on
an advisory role" lie complimented. Ill' .. Uilliams on completion of the Study.
He then briefly referred to the Implem,entation Task Force and. suggested the
meeting could inquire as to terms of reference of the Task Force and. financ~

ing.

Hr .. Uilliams asked what the gr01..rp had against Recommendation Ho. I of
the Study, proposing the establishment of one Regional District.

Hayor Bennett mentioned there ~IaS opposition because a Hater Board al
ready existed and the people of the Valley could never accept a single Reg
ional District for the entire valley.

Hayor Fleming mentioned that tl-Jis topic had been discussed at length
throughout the Valley. The three Regional Districts are nOi'T iJorking 1'7'ell but
v..a:ve agreed to traYJ.sfer 1'Taste Treatment and other aspects of Hater IIanagement
to one body.. Each Regional District has nm·r assUIJ.ed a number of functions
which are not related to vater. These are n01'1' working veT."J well and it Hould
not be good. to disrupt them. If authority is now given to a restructured
Uater Board t the Valley cO'Lud start on 1-[ater I-Ianagement. This could be an
evolutionary development wi.thout gettinG complicated and losing sight of Study
Irlplementation ITr..i.ch could happen if one Regional District liere established.
The priority objective could. be achieved through a Hater Board. This could
be added to as time progresses.. This liould be a more logical procedvxe than
having a sud.den change "Therein sight of the objective l-JOuld be lost.

fIr. 1Jilliams indicated that he had. never thought of the Basin as a large
region compared to some of the regions in the Province, however, he did see
the point uhicn v..ad been 'brought up concerning complications if the existing
str~cture were disrupted.

Hr. Duncan mentioned that if one Regional District uere established the
voting D,nit Irould be based on population. The Central portion of the Valley
I'Toulcl then control a maj ority of the votes. This may not be desirable in -;:;hl'>
~Torking8 of the nei., structure ..

Hr. l'armer indicated that crea-Clon of a single Regional District lTOUld f;~

un:deldly. People are nOv7 accepting Regional Districts. If these are upse't;
a ne,'T start Fould. have to be made * People in Osoyoos are far removed in think
ing and geograph:v from people in Enderby ~
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lfayor Fleming suggested. t:b..at the restructured Hater Board initially
;wuld apply to the Basin area only.. Other areas could opt in once formulas
have been established "In.tn the Gove:rnruent ..

Nayor Ben..YJ.ett asked HI'.. Lorimer whether he could see any problem in
giving the Regional Districts the authority for a restructured Water Board~

IIr .. Lorimer asked what 1/ould the makeup of the Board be. Uould it be
appointed from the existir~ Regional Districts.. He asked whether this makeup
liould be good~

l:Ir. Farmer replied tl1..at he thought this "iwuld be a good makeup.. Regional
Directors are elected by, and represent the people~ They irill be responsible
to the people for taxingp etc$

nayor J!'leming indicated once I:Lna!lcing is developed, there may have to be
some presence of Federal and Provincial rep!"9sentatives1 particularly if Fed=
eral and P1~ovincial funds are to be used",

r:Ir .. Barr felt that there could be a problem of delegating authority to a
\later Board that iwuld be dependant on its constituent members for funding"
This 'Has J.Tr$ Iira.rr~8 on.ly reservation.,

J.Ir" Duncan indicated that regardless hm'1 the authority was accomplished
through Regional Districts or not p the authority uould have to be given in
order to get the job done~ The authority should be able to say tr~t it could
spend so many dollars to accomplish the work~

r;la-yor Flem-ing indicatect that before coming to this mee-c:Lng there i'laS unani
mous approval fr-om Reg-lenal Districts and Councils as to t:bJ.s approach..

rIr il Fa.,."'"TIler indicated t1':.at the boundaries Hould have to be delineated since
areas like the Similkameen; for example, would not benefit from lTorks in the
Oka..r'..agan Valley, therefore; they shou.ld. not be taxed for Horks in the Okanagan
Region ..

llX'", Lorimer indicated to the group that he understood their intent and that
he I'Tas in agreement" The Task Force HOuld. look into this ~

r'Ir., Han felt that the Task Force llaS being enlarged beyond the Tec:r.n:tcal
level which he ~:.ad anticipated would. be the limit of the Task Force partici
pation... The Implementation Task Force l1..as been set up initially for the Fed
eral and the Provincial Government to look at where they are involved and wr£t
types of structures will :b..av'e to be constructed to implement the Study", The
Task Force wouJod also look at existing legislation and finan.cing and acts for
finE.ncing in matters of the StudYe For local implementation this is largely a
ProY;-ncial - local matter~ Other items are Federal - Provincial matters. In
volving local authorities is the largest Provincial - local matter. This be~

comes semi,-political and may be outside the Terms of the Implementation Task
Force ..

}~yor Flem;ng indicated t:b~t the Task Force would come ecross items for
Proy;-ncial and local cooperation$ ~nis would be a unique involvement for the
Province.. He asked H:b..at l'lOuld be the degree of Federal, Provincial and local
participation~ Thelooe 1-jollld be a need fo:c tecl1.nical advice on procedureo

lIr", R~rr indicated that the Terms of Reference of the iJater Board and a
local authority is largely a Provincial and local matter"

TIayor Bep..nett agreed 17ith l1r", EarI'" Hayor Fleming indicated that there
Hould be a need for 2.ilministrative and teclmical input to members of the Tasle
Force..
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I·Tr. Harr ind.icated that Provinciall.y they are prepared to give assist
ance in setting up a restructured Uater Board. Tl1..is \'lill be a local-Prov
incial problem and \:Till require techr>..:i.cal advice. The Task Force is set up
mainly to resolve Federal-Provincial legisl.ation and areas of Fed.eral-Prov
incial cooperation~

ITr. Parchomchuk asked Nr~ Harr if the Task Force Terms of Reference
,.rauld not only include means of Federal-Provincial financing but also financ
ing for local waste treatment~

i·ir. Harr said this Hould be included~ The Task Force \wulcl first look
at Federal and Provincial financing and structures. It 1wuld then study finan~

cing including C.11.H.C. and Provincial legislation for w·8.8te treatment. After
this the Province and. local B.uthorities \wuld be involved to see how the pro
blems could best be solved? including costs and timing.

Iilr. Fa:rmer asked vhether the new Board 1ilould be ssnior in granting Pol1u~

tion Control Permits. Would the Board }14ve any authority in this respect.
Hr. Uilliams replied tp4t he couldn!t readily accept this.

}Tr& Duncan mentioned that the main pu-rpose of the meeting vas to discuss
the Recommendation 1 (b) of the Okanaga."'l Basin Study and to get the feeling
of the Inn; sters on how t}1..is could be clone.

Hr. Lorimer suggested that new legislation l·ras not required. This stru.c
ture could be designed into Letters Patent. This vrould come out by discussion
1'rith the Hater Resources Service and. the Basin. Tir .. Du.."'lcan asked vlOuld these
Letters Patent then give authority' to local GoverrLment to implement the study.
rrr. Loriner replied Yes trQs would. ~fuat is written into the Letters Patent
1-lOuld depend on uhat the ('Jater Resources Service and local Governments decide
,-TOuld be necessary to implement the Study. lfuatever li8.S necessary 1lOUlo. be
i'rritten into the Letters Patent.

I'1r& lIoochrard. indicated that he 1'Tould agree with this concept" The next
step would be to draft the Letters Patent.

l-Tr a Lorimer and ITr" Uilliams were called from the meeting ..

~'layor Bennett and Hayor Fleming asked if it was agreed that Recommenda
tion 1 (b) of the Study has been accepted.. £tr" Uoodlivard replied that they
have agreed they would accept tl1..is, and this Hould be done through Letters
Patent~ :fiIr", IIarr indicated also that this i'iOuld be through Letters Patent.
Hr. Parchomchuk asked :£;1:r .. lToodward ,rhether his Department 1'!Ould be drafting
Letters Patent and "l"rhat the procedure vTOuld be.. Itro Uooduard suggested that
the t}1~ee Regional Districts would have to initiate the action on this by
sending letters to the Department of 11unicipal Affairs requesting that Letters
Patent be written to structure a new NateI' Board~

The meeting adjourned at 3:50 P.E.
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E. Anthony
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]\i[r. Duncan opened the meeting and suggested a short explanation should
be given as to why the resolution concerning new Letters Patent did not con
tain itself mainly to the items that had been discussed at the political level
throughout the Valley d.uring the past hro months.

The Secreta:cy-Hanager indicated that he "lvas "I;Jell aware of "I;Jhat had been
discussed at the local political level concerning items which should be incltld
ed in Letters Patent for a ne,V" restructured Okanagan Basin ,>'Tater Board. These
items had been specifically stated in a letter of April 23rd to Hr. ~villiams

and to Mr. Lorimer. They had also been stated in several backgroQ~d papers
prepared by the Secretary-Manager and edited at the political level. However,
following the JQDe 5th meeting in Victoria with Ministers, the Secretary- r1an
ager had been instructed to meet vfith i\.dministrators of the three Regional Dis
tricts to I'lechanically draft a resolution that contained_ the items which had
been discussed and agreed to amongst local valley political leaders. A uniform
resolution could then be sent to Victoria. The Secretary-l~nager had summariz
ed the items arising from political discussions and arranged for a draft resolu
tion to be iTritten up prior to a meeting '~Jith Administrators. During the meet
ing vri th Ad1D.irlistrators, new i te!'1.s of policy v'Tere brought into the resolution
against the vrishes of the SecretarJ~llanager. There was some disa5~eement during
the meeting of Ad1D.inistrators as to tbe items to be included in Letters Patent.
H01~ever, the consensus of the meeting vms indicated by those items that "lvere
included in the most recent draft resolution, as circulated to the ~'Jater Board*
This viaS the consensus of opinion even though there Has SOL,e disagreement. rrhe
Secretary~rrE.nager felt that he must record the consensus of the meeting of the
Adruinistrators, and therefore those items which were before the Board in the
neH resolution were the items arising from the meeting with Administrators. The
Secretary-IJIanager vvas ivell a~Jare that the,se items iJere not entirely the items
that political leaders had discussed and agreed to over the past few months.

I1ayor Fleming indicated that Valley leaders had agreed to the letter that
had oeen sent to Mr. Williams and Mr. Lorimer. They had then agreed, subsequent
to the meeting with Mr. vTilliams and Mr. Lorimer, that the Administrators draft
a resolution on the basis of what had already been agreed to in detaiL 'rhe
employees then decided to change the rules. Mayor Flecing indicated that this
should not be tolerated~ Local political representatives decided after discuss
ion ,lith Er. Filliarn.s and Hr. Lorimer, vrhat items they ';'Till be dealing with and
they should not give in at this time~ "lIhen Administrators are assigned a f"Lffic
tion they must do it~ Hr. Duncan indicateel that he vvas pleased t:hat there was
a6~eement, that there should be some changes in the resolution as circulated.

T1ayor
:r'esolu_tion~

resolv_tiol1. o

laird mentioned that he was not familiar with the back5~oQnd of the
The Eegional District of Okanagan-Similkameen had not discussed the

The Secretary-IJIanager asked the :Soard what procedure they wished to follow
in ~rocessing the resolution and Letters Patent. ~[ayor Laird suggested that the
Chairman of the I'Tater Board wTite a letter to the Chairmen of the th~cee I{egional
Dist:cicts so that they attend to the resolution as soon as possible. After the
Eegional Districts ha-ve completed their' review, the resohl_tion shoulcl be circu
la, ted l)acK to tIle l'Ia ter ]30E1;d before fin.Etl fOTI'Jardirlg of tile a~g.reed uniform r-e-
solution to "Victoria.
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i'IT. Du.ncan indicated the purpose of this CorQ...rni ttee meetlng was to
discuss the recently ap:olied for additional water licence applications -by
3e2"c<parl::: ~RaEcl1 Ltd. an.d OlccLrillga=:.l ~fest S110res \Ti8~\1 Estates ]~td~ 1>Ir~ JLYltr.LOl'lY
~'Tas :present to explain t1'18 licer.:.ces Q

Nr. Anthony mentioned that the developer is nmv proceeding to obtain
approval on stage hro of his development, 1~-hich is apprOXimately 480 lots..
The developer had received prel"minary approval from the lIighways Depart
r:l8nt, and is nQT;,r starting cO"C'csc:r'clction. The volume of additional 1iTater
applied for would be 350 - 400 acre feet. This w-ater is available in Oka
nagan Lake. \'Tater applications i'rere filed by the Company on Harch 17th,
1974 ~~d on April 22nd, 1974. The 480 lots being developed in the second
stage are in addition to the 172 lots that have already been developed..
'I'he \'Tater Board :b..ad reviel,red the licence application for the origi:nal 172
lots.

~~yor Laird asked if the Highways Department would accept the standard
of the roads into and out of the subdivision.

Er~ Anthony indicated the Highways Department has indicated that the
developer has met all rules. I'~ .. Anthony went on to say that the Comptroller
did consider the objection of the \Yater Board to the first stage of develop
r:lent; however, the I'Tater Act did not allow him to refuse the water licence
on the basis of the \'Tater Board objection~

I'Tayor Duke asked if there 1;Iere any Regional District controls in the

Ere Du.ncan mentioned that the Regional District of Central Okanagan does
not have a bylaw to control t:r"S type of development.

hayor Fleming indicated that all the development I.;aS on a hill side~

Sep-:ic tanks liiould likely calIse pollution problems~ He indicated there would
evel--ctually be ~'ly lots~ There should be a selvage collection system "rith some
cc,es.:::=s o:f spray irrige. tion disposaL The ~Va ter :Board should object on the basis
of ~olllltiorLo

The Seci:'etary--Ee.nager mentioned that the Comptroller of vTater Rights could
not witlli~old a water licence on the be.sis of pollution since pollution control
-:w1Ild r.cave to be regula ted, in this case, by the Health Department since the
development is on septic tar~so

li~yor Laird asked what the Regional District could do in this case. I{r~

Dj~ce.n asked I'~e Barcham to come into the meeting to explain what had been done
at the RegiOYilll level.

~~~ Barcham indicated the.t on July 12th, 1973 he I~cote to the Highways
Department concerning the subdiv~sion~ He indicated the subdivision lies in a
YUTe.1 zone and the Plar.cning Department recommended against the subdivision, even
tho-c_gh it Fas in a nlral ZOne w 7'here I,Yas no objection to the constrLlction of a
roe.d :for a uater line leading into the subdivision on the North side of \'ihite
man I s creek, b1.-tt there I.;aS no ap:proval of a subdivision~ The water line was to
go to Eeaupark Ranch Development~

IifT~ Ba.rcham. indicated a-~ the last meeting 1 of the Regional Board of the
Regional District of Central Okar..ag~l~ the Board had asked for a bylaw that
viould establish minjmal paYcel sizes in rural zones. However, by the time this
bylaw is adopted it would be too late to stop the pyesent development.

lii~yor Laird commented that the Regional District does not have the B8.chin
er71 presently- to COIltrol the sDJJdi-rJisi.o:rJ..,

hI' .. OXley asked "iThether the initial 172 lots of the first stage of the
," t' 'I d- "" ", "C'''''''m l'-10.1" c r -'-pd -'-l,'.C1.A J_O+'-1 U"""_e on Jrh__p -')]ar]re+ ato.e"\Ie..!...opmen 1'Tere SO--,- oiP If.cr?G ..i::c..:.. ...J..C:)" ~ 1._ ,_ d .. G...... _~ v......- V~"-' - v.L; ....... l;.L ......... '-'

S9~OOO each and some had been sold Q
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Tjlr& O:{ley' u811tionec1 that the d.e"veloper appear's
'T8St:"18:lt as a le-v-el~ £o:r- appro-v-al of aI/Tater l.icerlce",
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to be holding his in
The Board should call

his

I1ayor indicated that in the North Okanagan Regional District
-[;tle developer lead been stop:Ded on the Beaupark subdivision th:cough the many
cOLdi -'::ions 'I'll'; eh the Regio:nal District had required through a Land Use Con
T:cac-c" He felt the '.Tater Board should file an objection on the basis of
pollution" Eayor Duke indicated that copies should be sent to the Health
Jepartment as ~iell.

NT .. Oxley suggested that 50% of the lots in phase one should be test
ed after they are in operation to see that the:ce is no pollution fron septic
-'::m'ks" The I'::edical Health Officer, vJho is responsible for approval of septic
-tmlJ::s in this a:::ea, should 'oe held responsible to insure that no pollution is
occ',\rring fron the first stage before a second stage is approved..

Ox1 e7-Duke

'Ihat the ';iater Board strongly rec oITlillend that no further approval on
stage t:;-ro of the '.'Test Shores Vieij,! developnent be given because of the possi'ble
pollution effects and that this wit~~olding of approval not be released lL~til

-the Eedical Health Officer has been able to substantially stud,y the pollution
effect on at least 50% of the existing stage one subdivision"

CARcl1TED-----

It l'iaS ag-reed to send a letter to the Comptro:Uer with copies to the
Jep2~l')tmeYJ.t of Health, the }Iig11~"T8~Ys Departraent, a.nd to' l1unicipal ilffairs$

IiII' .. Ba.:rcl:.as indicated that if a 172 lots have not been able to shm'1 a
~iater usel' -then tlle 1'TOite:C' licence should not 'be granted on the remainder ..

Tllat tIle \'Tater Rig~~Clts Bra.rlch be approacl1ed to
~)se of 1'Tater -i)21cLer the e:xisting stage OIle licence 0

-:11e~.!- Itlrtl1er licencillg ShOll1d be lHitllJ1eld$

CARcTtIED-----

see if there has been any
If there has been no use

NT" Ba:rchaIJ. asked if the 1vatel' Board Nill be prepared to recor::rrnend to
the Regional :Ji-strict of Central Okanagan thaJ bylal\Ts be strenghtened to set
;),P zoning of the type treat '\'iOulc1 reg-ulate this developnent"

11r" Day indicated that the Regional Board has already instructed that
a D:r1a1jy to tl')~ s effect O:T drafted@

llayor Fleni:~ felt treat the Water Board should back tl~ policy of other
P,sg-ional Districts, but not intrude into other Regional District affairs out
side of Water Board jurisdictione

IJIayoI' Yleni Y\,g briefly rellorted on discussions the City of Vernon had
;'Ti tn the Land CO:=,'Tn-i SSiOIl c011ce:rni11g' t11e ·Vernon Spray Irrigation project~ The
.:-;al:"G COI:illlissio~:1 lla"'ve ag'reed to a TecJ:1.J'.licG11 COIfrmitte8 inclD_cli:ng the City.,
?o-r8stry, L?-'-2e:1S, and the Pollution Control Branch to participate ill the pro
'S-,caIJ., and to ',;,,-lock the scheme~ Dr" OlcL'1am Ilill be stlbmitting a report shoi['tly~



:"rll.8 Secreta:rJT.-~'iIarlc..ge:c i'l1.c1ica.ted tl13.t 11_8
of the first rQ.eetil1.g' of t!'!.8 Okar1.ag'al1 13L1sirl S
these 1'iOuld. be ns.iled to the Board Dembers.

had. cooies of' the proceedings
Implementation Task Force,



OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

AGENDA

July 4th. 1974 2:00 P.M.

1. Minutes from meeting of May 2nd, 1974.

2. Accounts.

3. Correspondence:

(a) . P.S. District Highways Manager

Re: Ceasars Landing erosion.

(b). H P. Klassen, Pollution Control Branch, Chief - Industrial Division

Re: Application for pollution control permit by L.G Clement,

Winfield, British Columbia.

(c) R.A. Williams, Minister Lands, Forests, and Water Resources

Re: Okanagan Basin Study Implementation Task Force.

(d). District of Coldstream

Re: Siltation of Coldstream Creek.

4. Aquatic Weed Harvesting, 1974.

5. Report - Lake levels and stream peak flows 1974.

6. Proposed recommendations Kalamalka-Wood Lake

7. Resolution

Re: Letters Patent Okanagan Basin Water Authority.

8. Applications for Pollution Control Permits:

(a). Woods Lake Resort - Winfield.

(b). Village of Keremeos.

9. Other Business.

Cormnittee Meeting

Water licence applications for Okanagan West Shores View Estates Ltd.



MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD, THURSDAY
JULy 4th, 1974 2:00 P.M. OFFICES OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CEN-
TRAL OKANAGAN. 510 GROVES AVENUE. :K:8LOVINA. BRITISH COLUMBIA. 1.

Present: A.. Duncan
C" Day
W.. Oxley
P.. Duke
S. Fleming
C. Dunn
F. Laird
J. Shaw

Also in attendance:

Alderman Olive Woodley
Alderman F. Oakes
Mayor R. Postill
B. Harvey
A.. Harrison
Alderman B. Lee
E. Anthony
We Parchomchuk

R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.

District of Coldstream
City of Penticton
District of Coldstream
Vernon Irrigation District
Administrator, R.D.C.O.
City of Kelowna
Dist. Eng., 1elater Rights Branch
Secretary-Manager

Minutes:

Accounts:

Ceasars
Landing
Soil
Stability:

Mr. Dunn mentioned that the second resolution on page 5 of the May 2nd
minutes should indicate that it was ~4:oved by Dunn, Seconded by Day, rather
Moved by Duncan. This correction was made.

Duke ... Shaw

CARRIED

Accounts outstanding totalling $1,067.59 were presented.

~~yor Laird asked whether the expenses of the delegation, that had gone
to Victoria on June 5th, were paid by the Water Board.

The Secretary-Manager indicated that only the Water Board Chairman's ex
penses were paid. Other members of the delegation covered their individual
expenses.

Day - Duncan

That accounts outstanding $1,067.59 be approved.

CARRIED

Correspondence:

The following items of correspondence were presented:

A letter of May 17th, 1974 from Mr. P.S. Dunn, District Highways Manager,
Re: Ceasars Landing soil stability problems. The letter was in reply to
an Okanagan Basin Water Board letter of May 14th regarding unstable soil
conditions on the Ceasars Landing development, following landscaping work
which had been done on the site. Mr. Dunn indicated that it was the High
ways Department intention to recommend to the ApprOVing Officer that a
soils report be requested, including the condition of the proposed build
ing sites. The Highways Department would advise the developer of the con
cern for the condition of the lakeshore and ask him to correct the situa
tion as soon as possible.
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L.G. 2.
Clement
Application
For Pollution
Control Permit:

Letter from H.P. Klassen, Chief, Industrial Division, Pollution Control
Branch. The letter was with respect to an application for a Pollution
Control Permit by L.G. Clement of Winfield, to discharge effluent from
a laundromat. The letter was in reply to a Water Board letter of Feb
ruary 8th, 1974. The application had received its preliminary review
and it was intended to recommend that a permit be issued subject to the
following conditions:

(a). The permit would be issued as per the application except that an
additional parcel of land would be set aside for use as an addi
tional tile field, if required.

(b). The recommendations of the Kal-Wood Lake Study would be incorpora
ted into the permit.

(c). The necessary background sampling and monitoring would be conducted.
The Pollution Control Branch wished to have any comments concerning
the proposed permit conditions.

The Secretary-¥~nager mentioned that the above conditions surrounding the
permit had met with the objections stated in the Water Board l0tter. There
would be no need for further objections.

Okanagan 3.
Basin Study
Implementation
Task Force:

Letter of ¥~y 24th, 1974 from the Honourable R.A. Williams, Minister of
Lands, Forests and iriater Resources. The letter was in reply to an Okana
gan Basin irJater Board letter of May 8th, commenting on the Okanagan Basin
Study Implementation Task Force. rlIr. iiilliams! Ip,'cter indicated that it
was the Province's intention that Mr. Parchomchul~ participate fully in the
deliberations of the Okanagan Basin Study Implementation Task Force. The
use of the word "Observer ll in the previous letter recognized that the Fed
eral-Provincial members of the Task Forco would report directly to their
Senior Ministers in the Senior levels of Government" The local represent
atives would not be responsible for reporting to the Senior levels of Gov
ernment; however, would keep the Okanagan Basin Water Board informed of
progress of this Task Force. This diffsrence in responsibility and report
ing procedure should not i~~~ibit the local members full participation in
the Task Force~

The Secretary-Manager reported that the TQsk Force had met in Victoria on
June 12th. He had attended the meeting. The terms of reference of the Task
Force were reviewed. The Senior Committee and the Working Committee of the Task
Force had been confirmed for the Province. Hr. B.E. I'larr a.nd r·1r. C. iioodward
would be the representatives on the Federal Senior Committee o Dr. John Tenor,
Assistant Deputy Minister of the Environment Management Service and Mr. L. Edge
worth, Assistant Deputy Minister of the Enviro~ment Protection Service would be
the representatives.

The Secretary-Manager reported that much of the ba~kgroDnd information and
documents have already been gathered and SOille jnit~21 working papers has been
wri tten. Two economists have been employed by the J!'ecJ:::.'al Government and are
devoting full time researching the necessary d08ill~8nts for tho Okanagan Basin
Study Implementation.

District 4.
of Cold
stream Re:
Coldstream
Creek:

Letter from the District of Coldstream concerning Coldstream Creek and
Kalamalka Lake siltation. At a meeting on May lOth, 1974 the Coldstream
Council had expressed conc?rn regarding the inflow of silt to Kalamalk~

Lake from Coldstream Creek" The Council had requested that the Okanagan
Basin Water Board and the Kal-Wood Lake Study group give serious consider
ation to this source of pollution.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that in cooperation with the Regional Dis
trict of North Okanagan a summer student has bsen hired to document all the
serious points of erosion throughout the length of Coldstream Creek and Vernon
Creek. This work has now been done under the supervision of the Water Board.
Information gathered will be passed on to the BJ.:'itish Columbia 1'later Resources
Service, vlho will be doing an intensive survey of Vernon Creek"



Aquatic
\veed
.Growth:
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The Secretary-}1anager 1ient on to say that the silt loads being carried
into the Lake system by Coldstream Creek, Vernon Creek, and Mill Creek were
causing an intensification of a rapidly spreading aquatic weed growth. The
weed species that has occupied almost the entire North Bay of Okanagan Lake
is now prominent in the Kelovma area. Prime recreation foreshore in Kala
malka Lake was also experiencing a rapid increase in weed growth. He ex-
pressed concern that if this expanding weed problem is not checked there
could be a substantial depreciation of real property value, up to two million
dollars, in the affected areas within the next ti'lO or three year period.
Although the aquatic weed harvester is working successfully in removing growth
from the water once it has occurred, the harvester itself does not inhibit
weed growth or prevent its reoccurrence. It may be necessary to employ a mass
ive chemical program to bring the entire weed population under control. This
could be followed by spot chemical treatments in subsequent years. The Ecology
Division and various other Federal and Provincial Agencies had undertaken a
comprehensive experiment, using chemicals, this spring. However, before a
chemical program is used the public must be fully aware of the need for such a
program. Silt loads being carried by creeks, currently causing much of the
problem, must first be eliminated before a long lasting control could be achiev
ed. If weed control is not accomplished, a large depreciation in valuable lake
shore properties, both public and private, will be experienced.

The Secretary-Manager indicated there are some Provincial responsibilities
associated with this weed growth and possibly the Provincial ~linister in charge
should be contacted.

Day - Laird

That the Minister of Lands, Forests, and Water Resources be approached
concerning the growing weed problem in the Okanagan system, and the above in
formation be made available to him.

CAHRIED

Day - Dun..n.

That the above correspondence be received.

CARRIED

Aquatic l.
vIeed
~arvesting,

1974:

The Secretary-Imnager reported that the weed harvesting program for the
su~er of 1974 had been set up$ All the Regional Districts and Munici
palities throughout the Okanagan Similkameen have been given notice that
the machine is available should they require its use. Several areas have
already spoken for the machine. The machine would start work next week
at the North end of Okanagan Lake. There have been requests from various
points South, including the Provincial Parks Branch; and residents from
Summerland and Vaseux Lclce. Work would be done on the Kelowna waterfront
and also on Kalamalka Lake. Areas requiring use of the equipment should
mark all obstacles that are within six feet of the water surface in the
areas to be cut.

The Secretary-Nanager mentioned that the charge-out rate this year ,,[QuId
be 824.00 per hour for each operating hour of the machine. Areas using the
equipment would have to pay this rate. The Board may wish to ratify the $24.00
charge~

rllr .. Duncan asked the Secretary-Hanager to explain why the charge had been
increased this year~

The Secretary-Hanager mentioned that the increased charge was required to
meet increased maintenance costs. Also, the machine had to make a profit at
the end of the year so t~~t Regional Districts could be returned the amount of
money they had invested in the equipment.
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Sha-1i'1-Oxley

4.

That the Water Board ratify the $24.00 hour charge for operation of aquatic
weed harvesting equipment.

CAHH.IED

Applications for Pollution Control Permits~

The following applications were presented to the Board:

l'loods Lake 1.
Resort 
"frJinfield:

Application by Hood I,ake Hesort, H.R. 711, l'linfield, British Columbia to
discharge effluent from a resort into a septic tank and ground disposal
field: the average daily discharge would be 2,000 gallons. The maximum
daily discharge would be 10,000 gallons. The Secretary-Manager mentioned
that he had visited the site. The application had also been reviewed by
the Technical Committee of the Regional District of Central Okanagan. It
was indicated that the field was relatively close to Wood Lake. The ground
water table was relatively near the surface and the sandy type of soil
would permit rapid percolation. In view of the findings of the Kalamalka
Wood Lake Study and the problems of Wood Lake, it was recommended that the
application not be accepted.

Day-Shaw

That the application for Pollution Control Permit by Wood Lake Resort be
objected to.

CAHRIED

Village of 2"
Keremeos:

Application by the Village of Keremeos to discharge effluent from the
Village of Keremeos into the Similkameen River: the average annual daily
discharge would be 58,500 gallons. The type of treatment to be applied
to the effluent before discharge would be mechanical extender aeriation
and clorination. The Secretary-Manager had visited the Village of Keremeos
concerning the application and had reviewed the site in the field with the
Works foreman. He indicated that the Regional District of Okanagan-Similk
ameen was opposed to this application. He indicated that a better site and
method could possibly be the Bench above Keremeos, with a lagoon and ex
filtration systems

fIT. Dunn mentioned that the Regional District had opposed this application.
There had been opposition to a prior application by the Province to discharge
into the river. This had been turned down. The same policy should be adhered
to. It has been the policy of the Hater Board and other local Governments to
avoid direct discharges of sewage effluent to surface water.

Dunn-OXley

That the application for a Pollution Control Permit by the Village of
Keremeos be objected to.

CARRIED,

HacDonaldls 3.
Consolidated:

Application for an amendment to a Pollution Control Permit by MacDonald's
Consolidated of Summerland: the applicant had requested that the time
fixed for completion of the works under the eXisting permit be changed and
that the period be extended from July 1st, 1974 to July 1st, 1977. The
Secretary-rmnager indicated that this firm had now delayed construction of
pollution control iTOrks on the site for ten years. This application for
a permit has been under review for ten years. The Company has failed to
take any measures to prevent pollution. Under the existing Pollution Com
trol Permit tIle Company was required to install bilogical treatment mechan
isms by July 1st, 1974. The Company has so far failed to comply.
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Report 
Lake
Levels,
stream
FI01v and
Flooding,
1974~

Proposed
Recommend
ations
Kalamalka
'Hood Lake
Study~

The Pollution Control Branch will enforce this permit. The Cannery will
be facing problems if it discharges effluent this summer without the nec
essary Harks being constructed.

Fleming-Oxley':

That the Okanagan Basin Water Board endorse the action of the Pollution
Control Branch not to extend the tiDe limit on the MacDonald's Consolidated
permit to construct works.

nr. Anthony was in a'ctendance to present a brief verbal report on the
1974 freshet. l1r. Anthony indicated the 1974 runoff turned out greater than
expected. The second highest inflow to the Okanagan system on record was re
corded between April 1st and June 30th. It was almost equal to the 1972 rlli~

off. There were no great and extensive flooding problems due to weather con
ditions bringing dOIVl1 the low level snow first; and the attempts to regulate
Okanagan Lake which helped to store a larger amount of water. There was better
flood control organization in 1974 than in 1972.

The first flooding problems appeared on Kalamalka Lake. As much water as
possible had been released from Kalamalka Lake starting January 15th; however,
the Lake had gone 17 inches over its full level and caused some flooding. The
flow through the Winfield area was much greater than in 1972.

The second area where flooding occurred was in the Keremeos Creek area.
Private initiative had prevented much of the damage which possibly could have
occurred.

The Similkameen River was high and caused Osoyoos Lake to rise within 1.5
feet of the 1972 level. Okanagan Lake had risen to 3.5 inches above its full
level on the 27th of June. After Osoyoos Lake had dropped, the Okanagan Lake
flood control works were opened up again. The Lake was now receding.

Mr. Duncan complimented Mr. Anthony's Department on the excellent report
ing which had been done on the 1974 flood situation and on the control of lclce
levels.

Hr. Oxley suggested that in future years, when Okanagan IJake will be drm-m
down to extreme minimum levels, that the public should be informed before the
drawdovm.

Mayor ffi1aw indicated that he was satisfied the system was operated properly.
Osoyoos Lake had received much more flooding trilln Okanagan Lake, but he under
stood this was probably due to the reverse flow of the Similkameen River. A
reference has been made to the International Joint Commission regarding the
dam at the outlet of Osoyoos Lake.

The Secretary-Hanager mentioned that copies of the recommendations of the
Kalamalka-Uood Lake Study had been circulated to Board mambers. These recom
mendations 1'mre largely the result of the Public Task Force 1'lhich was consult
ed with the Technical Study staff members. The Task Force had been under the
direction of I~. Glen Sinclair.

Mr. Anthony was a member of the Provincial Technical staff that had work
ed on this Study, and was asked to comment on the recommendations. Mr. Anthony
went over the highlights of the recommendations. He indicated the recommend
ation to rebuild the outlet structure of I<alamalka Lake. He also indicated
that the Kal-liood Lake system was over licenced and steps were being taken to
bring licencing into line. Water quality recommendations on both Kalamalka and
Wood Lakes were reviewed, as well as, the Sports Fisheries recommendations and
the recommendations concerning Distillery cooling 'water. t·1r. Anthony indicated
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Resolution
- Letters
Patent for a
Restructured
Okanagan
Basin ~latel'
Board~

these recommendations are still flexible and there could be some modification
as a result of two public meetings. This Board may also wish to recommend
further modifications.

Mayor Laird asked concerning the Distillery water recommendation. Would
it be extremely difficult for the Distillery to remove the outfall cooling
water if this was required? Mr. Anthony indicated that there were two alter
natives in this regard. One was to pump the cooling water back to Okanagan Lake;
and the other ems for the Distillery to recycle the cooling water by increas
ing cooling capacity. The second alternative did not seem to be too prohibi
tive cost wise for the Distillery.

Mayor Fleming asked concerning the re-evaluation of water licences. What
would be done about those individuals that have licences now? Would these be
lost? Mr. Anthony indicated there were presently 21,000 acre feet of inflow
to the Kalamalka-Wood Lake Basin and 39,000 acre feet of this has been licenc
ed. However, records indicate that only 15,000 acre feet of licenced water is
being used; therefore, unused licences are being cancelled. However, there
were three agencies, where action to cancel licences, would not immediately be
taken, since there was future planning and public interest involved. A study
was being made to indicate what the future requirements of these agencies would
be. The agencies were~ the Vernon Irrigation District, the Municipality of
Coldstream, and the City of Vernon. Agencies must have a cushion for futtITe
water needs.

Mayor Laird asked concerning the Hiram Walker Distillery, whether any
arrangements had been made when the plant was established, requiring future
pollution control requirements. rite. Anthony mentioned that Hiram \Talker had
indicated recycling costs for cooling water would not be prohibitive; however,
when a pollution control permit ~Tas granted this dictated the terms that Hiram
Walker would be required to meet. The pollution control permit is subject to
review from time to time. The Director of the Pollution Control Branch could
take the necessary action required to improve pollution control measures.

fIT. Duncan mentioned that a delegation of Regional District Chairmen and
Mayors had a successfl11 meeting on June 5th with Mr. Williams and Mr. Lorimer
concerning Letters Patent for a restructured Okanagan Basin Water Board.
Follo'wing the meeting the Secretary-I·Tanager had been instructed to meet with
the Administrators of the three Regional Districts to draft a resolution as to
the contents of the new Letters Patent, based on the discussions that had
occurred. A request would have to be made simultaneously to Victoria, by the
three Regional Districts, asking that Letters Patent be granted.

The Secretary-Manager had met with the Administrators. A Resolution had
been drafted up and circulated to Board members and to the Regional Districts.

How'ever, a letter was received, this morning, from the Regional District
of Okanagan-Similkameen requesting that the discussions concerning the Resolu
tion be deleted from the agenda of the Okanagan Basin Water Board pending
clarification of some major points in the draft presentation.

Mayor Fleming indicated that the executive of the Regional District of
North Okanagan had a discussion concerning the draft. There should be some
revisions to the draft. These revisions could come to the Board with some re
wording. The Regional District of North Okanagan will be in a position to pro
vide some specific wording. Mayor Fleming indicated that the eXisting Resolu
tion contains more than what had been discussed at the political level prior
to going to Victoria. There were new ideas which the political level had not
intended to be incll1ded. Prior to meeting with Ministers in Victoria the local
delegation had agreed to minimize the points included in the Letters Patent to
simplify the procedure.

Mayor Laird indicated that he had not had the opportunity to discuss the
Resolution with his Regional Board yet.
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Mayor Fleming indicated that if the Chairman of the Water Board wished
to save time he could have the Regional Boards review the Resolution on the
basis of the draft, 'VJhich had been circulated, and subject to current revisions.
These comments by the Regional Boards could then be submitted to the (later Board.

Flemil1G.-Laird

That the recommendations of the Regional Districts concerning a Resolution
for new Letters Patent be submitted to the Water Board on the basis of the draft
which is subject to some revision.

CARRIED

The Board decided that the Okanagan Basin \Vater Board should be the clear
ing house for deliberations concerning this resolution relative to new Letters
Patent.

Fleming-Oxle;y

That the Regional Districts submit to the Office of the 1later Board their
comments concerning the Resolution for new Letters Patent. The Water Board
Office would be the clearing house for coordination of processing new Letters
Patent.

CARRIED

Oxle;y-Laird

That the Okanagan Basin Water Board adjourn into a Committee meeting.

CARRI~:Q

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 P.M.
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OKANAGAN BASIN vvATER BO.A-RD

AGENDA

Sept. 5th, 1974 2:00 P.M.

1. Minutes from meeting of July 4th, 1974

2@ Accounts.

30 Financial Statement for period ended June 30th, 1974.

4. Correspondence:

(a)Q P.W. Soper, Pollution Control Branch -

Re: Application for pollution control permit by Westbank Orchards Ltd.

(b). W.N. Venables -

Re: Application for pollution control permit by Oliver-Osoyoos Co-operative.

). D. Blake, Pollution Control Branch -

Re: Application by Woods Lake Resort Ltd.

). D. Blake, Pollution Control Branch -

Re: Application by Village of Keremeos.

(e). W.N e Venables -

Re: Time extension - MacDonald's Consolidated Ltd.

). H.D. Debeck -

Re: Water application West Slope Utility Corporation.

G.R.F. Elliott, Deputy Minister of Health -

Re: Water application West Slope Utility.

Dr. D.A. Clarke -

Re: Water application West Slope Utility.

Hon o R~ Williams -

Re: Aquatic weed growth and siltation.

Association of B.C. Irrigation Districts 

Re Representation on restructured Water Board •.

5. Progress - Letters Patent.

60 Sun-oka Park Beach expansion - Parks Branch.

7. Rental of Aquatic Weed Harvesting equipment to Ontario.

8. Applications for Pollution Control permits:

(a). Midvalley Construction Limited - Kelowna.

). Paul Stewart - Westbank.

(c). McLean & Fitzpatrick Ltd. - Kelowna.

9. Other business.
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SEPTENBER 5th, 1974 2:00 P.!'I. OFFICES OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT
OF CEUTRAL OKANAGAN. 599 GROVES AVENUE, KELOvlNA, :B.C. 1.

Present:

Ninutes:

A. Duncan Chairman
C. Day
L. Dooley
P. Duke
T. Oxley
S. Fleming
J. Shai'I

C. Dunn
F. Laird
lI. Parchomchuk

Also in attendance:

It.C. :Bennett
R. Postill
Alderman O. l100dley
Alderman F. Oakes
G.. Sinclair
B.. Rume
T. Carter
C.E. Sladen
K. Blagborne
R. 1·'J:cNeill

R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O ..
R.D.rr.O.
R.D.l,!.O.
R.D.n.O.
R.D"O.S.
R.D"O.S.
R.D .. O..S.
Secretary-ranager

f1ayor, City of Kelolflla
Chairman, R.D.N.O.
Coldstream
Penticton
Kelo'tma Tomarrm-;
Assoc. of B.C. Irrigation Districts
Assoc. of B.C. Irrigation Districts
Assoc. of B.C. Irrigation Districts
Assoc. of B.C. Irrigation Districts
Assoc. of B.C. Irrigation Districts

Accounts:

Statement
of
Expendi
tures:

That the minutes of the meeting of July 4th, 1974 be adopted as cir
culated..

CARRIED

The Secretary-¥~nager presented accounts outstanding totalling 3706.09.

CARRIED

The Secretary-Manager presented a Statement of Expenditures for the six
months ended June 30th, 1974. The total expenditure for operations of the
l'later Board to June 30th, 1974 ivere fil1,265.96. This was 1'1'ithin the budget.

:x1ey - Sha•.,

That the statement of Expenditures for the six months ended June 30th,
1974 be received.

CARRIED
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Correspondence:

The fol10vrlng letters were read:

Westbank 1 ..
brchards
~pplication:

Oliver - 2 ..
Osoyoos
Co-or
Application:

P.W. Soper, Pollution Control Branch - letter of July 3rd in reply to
the Okanagan Basin Water Board letter of February 8th, 1974 with respect
to an application for a pollution control permit on behalf of Westbank
Orchards Ltd.. The letter stated that the application has been revised so
that only uncontaminated cooling water will be discharged and the process
effluent will be connected to the Westbank sewage system.

W.N. Venables - letter of July 9th, 1974 relative to an application for a
pollution control permit on behalf of Oliver-Osoyoos Coop Growers Assoc
iation. The letter advised that Pollution Control Permit PE 2218 has been
issued to the Oliver-Osoyoos Cooperative Growers Association. In view of
the measures that will be provided to control pollution the permit had
been granted in accordance with the Pollution Control Act.. The measures
provided were outlined in an earlier letter of ~~rch 20th, 1974 to the
Uater Board.

The Secretary-Nanager indicated that all items the "later Board had objected
to, relative to this application, had been adhered to by the applicant and there
was no longer need for objection.

tloods 3..
Lake
Resort
Application:

Village 4.
of
Keremeos
Application:

D. Blake, Pollution Control Branch - letter of August 28th, 1974 relative
to an application for a pollution control permit by Woodslake Resort. The
letter indicated that the Water Board letter of July 23rd, 1974 objecting
to this application has been accepted as an objection under the Pollution
Control Act. In order to assist the Director in his decision as to the
necessity of holding a pUblic hearing the Board was requested to submit,
within 30 days from the date of the letter, any and all information which
may have a bearing on the matter.

D. Blake, Pollution Control Branch - letter of August 29th, 1974 relative
to an application for a pollution control permit by the Village of Keremeos.
The letter was in reply to an Okanagan Basin Water Board objection of July
23rd, 1974. The objection has been accepted under the Pollution Control
Act. In order to assist the Director in his decision as to the necessity
of holding a public hearing the Board is requested to submit, within 30
days from the date of the letter, all information lV'hich may have a bearing
on the matter.

l'lr .. Dunn mentioned that the Village of Keremeos is now looking at an alter
nate method of sewage disposal other than had been suggested in the original
application..

l'l.N. 5..
Venables
Re:
l·'IacDonald !s
Consolidated
Application:

W.N. Venables, Director of Pollution Control Branch - letter of July 31st,
1974 in reply to an Okanagan Basin \Toter Board letter supporting any action
the Pollution Control Branch 'I'lOuld undertake to enforce the pollution con- '.
trol permit of HacDonald! s Consolidated Ltd. in Summerland. Hr. Vcnnbles
letter stated that the application for an amendment to the eXisting pollu
tion control permit by ~~cDonaldis Consolidated was refused by the Director.
The decision of the Director was being appealed to the Pollution Control
Board. The matter is subjudice and could not be further commented upon.
An appeal would be held on August 6th, 1974.

West
Shores
Vievl
Estates
Uater
Licence:

The Secretary-llianager mentioned that an appeal 11as heard on August 6th,
1974 and the appeal was refused. The Cannery, therefore, is not operating pre
sently, and is under close watch by the Pollution Control Branch.

Several letters were read relative to a Water Licence application on Okana
gan Lake by ilcstslope Utility Cooperation Ltd. (West Shores View Estates):

a.. Letter of August 19th, 1974 from H.D. DeBeck, Comptroller of Water
Rights. The letter lV8S in reply to a July 17th, 1974 letter from the
Okanagan Basin Hater Board. Itt. DeBeck informed that the applicant
has received approval from the Health Department in the form of
Certificate No. 8818 signed by the Deputy Minister of Health dated
21st of June, 1974. Accordingly the Uater Rights Branch was nOil
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prepared to issue a Water Licence, authorizing diversion and USb

of 500 gallons a day of water per lot as approved by a Certificate
of Public Convenience and Necessity up to a maximum of 160,000
gallons per day. Issue of the 11ater Licence would be delayed lill-

til the applicant receives the required Certificate of Public Con
venience and Necessity"

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that the Certificate of Public Convenience
and Necessity was received the following day.

b. Letter of August 2nd, 1974 from G.R.F. Elliott, Deputy }linister of
Health, acknowledging the Okanagan Basin Water Board letter of July
17th, 1974 in which the Hater Board expressed concern over the de··
velopment by Okanagan West Shores View Estates. Itr. Elliott assured
that Dr. Clarke would take into consideration the comments of the
\'later Board i"Then making his decision"

c. Letter of July 26th, 1974 from D:'. D.A. Clarke, Director, South Oka
nagan Health Unit, relative to the \'lest Shores View Estates' appli
cation for a 11ater Licence. Dr. Clarke noted that the Water Board
had recommended approval of Stage 11 be withheld until the Health
Authorities had been able to ascertain whether or not there is a
septic tanl( pollution effect on Okanagan Lake from Stage 1, li!on it
is at least 5~& occupied. Dr. Clarke indicated that it did not
appear the Health Unit would have any legal reason for withholding
the granting of sewage disposal permits for lots which are over ~qlf

a mile from the Lake and up to one thousand feet above the L2xe c

Soil conditions meet Health regulations and the lots are quite large.
Domestic water was also provided. Dr. Clarke was inclined to feel
that the Health Unit was being used to prevent the development ra~

ther than disease; and while they had Q vital interest in the water
quality of Okanagan Lake, the ca3e in point was not convincing
enough to warrant th'l t the Health Unit should refuse to iSS'L1I3
septic tanl( permits for the lots in St2ge 11, prOViding there is no
bedrock or other geographical cha.rc.cteristics in the area that \'Tould
cause problems in the disposal of sewage effluent or en~ble effluent
to quickly reech the lake.

f~. Oxley agreed that the Iledical Health Officer was making a good point.
He said the Water Board has now made its comments and can no longer stand in the
way provided the developer is meeting all of the conditions of the Region?l Dis,.·
trict. Mr. Duncan replied that the Regional District of Central Okanagan did
not have the same zoning regulations that the Regional District of Horth Oka.La
gan had, and therefore, could not stop the development. The Regional Board
recently gave first reading to a By-Lay that prohibits development in rural
areas of parcels less than ten acres in size.

R.A. 7.
Uilliams 
Aquatic
Heeds, Silts:

Hon. R. Uilliams, Hinister of Lands, Forests, and Hater Resources - letter
of July 24th, 1974 in reply to an Okanagan Basin Water Board letter of
July 15th, 1974 concerning the problem of stream siltation and erosion
leading to aquatic weed growth in the Okanagan L~ce system. I1r. Williams
replied that a planned program of banlc stabilization would be extremely
expensive and there would be no guarantee that it would appreciably im
prove the situation. The recent weed growth is another sign of environ-
mental degradation resulting from the activities of man~ A more compre
hensive planned program of regulation activities would be the approach to
follolT. The first steps towards such a program are now being taken by a
Task Force, formed to facili tate the Implementation of the Okanagan :B-=:s~~.n

Study recommendations~ Study proposals, such as green belting of creek
banks, replacement of septic tanks with sewerage systems, and installution
of phosphorous removal facilities are positive steps towards imprOVing the
environment of the Okanagan Lake system and reducing a~uatic growth.
Implementation to a large extent would be a local responsibility. The
present course of implementing the Study recommendations should be follow=
ed. In the meantime, if a short term solution to the weed growth coald
be fO'LUld through chemical treatment studies; this can be undertaken by
the Water Board until other permanent measures become fully effective.
A program for bank protection should only be conside~ed if all else f2ils
and if proven that it will alleviate the lTeed problem4
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fIT. Oxley indicated the current aquatic weed problem involves Okanagan
Lake below high water mark. Local Governments do not have any authority on the
Lake below high water mark. He indicated that this was entirely Provincial and
Federal responsibility. For example, local Government do not have to clean up
Provincial Parks. The letter from Mr. tlilliams does not indicate any Provin
cial responsibility. He felt strongly that the Hater Board should confirm with
the Province that the Board feels this is entirely a Provincial responsibility.
A letter should be written to the Hon. R. llilliams indicating this responsib
ility.

Oxley - Day'

That a letter be uritten to the Hon. R. Uilliams indicating that the
Water Board could not accept responsibility for aquatic weed growth and feel
that this is a responsibility of the Provincial Government.

CARRIED

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that he had tried a very small experi
ment at the North end of Okanagan La~e using strong hydraulic pressure to wash
weed root systems. This principle had worked successfully revealing a sandy
bottom i-There the Lake had once been covered viith weeds. HOI,rever, in order to
adopt this principle onto a workable machine that could be used for large areas
of Okanagan Lake, additional research and fabrication would be required and then
a pilot test made. He asked the Board for permission to persue this method of
weed control which would have the advantage of removing weeds by the roots
rather than stems only.

Nr. OXley mentioned that regardless of our local efforts the Federal and
Provincial GoverlLments should be required to finance this type of project. He
reminded the Board that this was a Provincial responsibility. The Secretary
Manager agreed with fIT. Oxley, and indicated any expenditures that would be re
quired to be made on this new method should be borne by the Province.

Flemin,g - Duke

That the Secretary-Manager be given authority to persue a grant from the
Provincial Government for a new mechanical method of aquatic weed removal.

CARRIEI2.

Mayor Laird questioned what the Provincial Government would say insofar
as local people cleaning up their own wastes.

Ifuyor Fleming indicated that past correspondence of the Board has shown
local concern and yet the ultimate decisions for pollution entering the Lake
are at the sole discression of the Pollution Control Branch. Municipalities
are doing everything in their power to eliminate these wastes, and the Board is
committed to this. A variety of Provincial enforcement agencies have kept
local government in confusion. Provincial agencies have not accepted their re
sponsibility. Iir. Oxley indicated he agreed Provincial Officers are required
to enforce regulations designed to control pollution from various sources.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that a form of public notices and adver
tising should be used to make the public aware of "Jays to prevent the spread of
the current highly noxious aquatic weed (Myriophyllum) now expanding to many
new areas of Okanagan Lake. The l'Teed i-Tas, more or less, still confined to the
North end of Okanagan Lake, however, it was rapidly spreading by storms, by
boats, and other means. He suggested that the public be informed of ways in
which they could assist in curtailing the spread OI the weeds.

Laird - DU.l.Jll

That the Secretary-Manager be authorized to persue public notices con
cerning the spread of aquatic weeds, indicating methods for prevention of spread
ing.

CARRIED
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Assoc- 8.
iation of
B.C. Irri
gation
Districts
Representation:

Letter of August 1st, 1974 from the Association of B.C. Irrigation Dis
tricts. All three Regional District Boards comprising the Hater Board
had received the same letter and cO~llented. The letter asked the Hater
Board to consider representation of one voting member from the Assoc
iation of B.C. Irrigation Districts on any newly restructured m:anagan
Basin Water Board. A delegation representing the Association of B.C.
Irrigation Districts was present.

Progress 
Letters
Patent:

Mayor Fleming indicated that the Board had previously agreed it would
be desirable to have representation from the Irrigation Districts.

Mr. Duncan mentioned that the Regional Board of the Regional District of
Central Okanagan could not see a method whereby Irrigation Districts could have
direct representation on a Hater Board, because most Directors are elected first
to a Regional Board. The Irrigation Districts could not have a voting repre
sentative, but it would be possible to have an observer.

f~yor Fleming suggested we would want the Irrigation Districts to have
some form of representation. How the lJater Board could give them VOtillg mem
bership would be difficult. This would be something the Board would have to
investigate.

Nr. Carter indicated the Association was asking for an elected member,
with a vote, to sit on the Board. He felt the Irrigation District should have
a voice in water management since they have such a large involvement in water
illfuiagement and distribution in the Valley. Trustees on Irrigation Districts
are elected to Irrigation Districts by ratepayers.

lir. Hume indicated the Irrigation Districts have made representation in
the past for a voting member. The reason given that Irrigation Districts could
not have a voting member was that they were not Directors on Regional District
Boards; therefore, they could not be on the Water Board.

Mayor Fleming indicated the Irrigation Districts were very qualified in
their management of water, however, this Board has no jurisdiction over these
matters.

Nr. Oxley suggested the Chairman meet with the Executive to persue any
avenues, whereby, the Irrigation Districts could have formal representation.
Mr. Duncan agreed that he uould get information from the Irrigation Districts
and the Department of }~micipal Affairs to see if something could be done for
Irrigation District representation.

The Secretary-}~nager iiould arrange for a meeting with the Executive of the
Association of B.C. Irrigation Districts.

Fleming - Shau

That the correspondence be received.

CARRIED

The Secretary-Manager read a short news release outlining the progress
made to date in a resolution by the three Regional Districts for the issue of
Letters Patent for a restructured Water Board. The Regional Districts of North
Okanagan and Okanagan-Similkameen had adopted the previously drafted uniform
resolution which would be used in applying for Letters Patent. The Regional
District of Central Okanagan had adopted the resolution, excepting one clause.
That clause being 4 (b) under the heading -1l0verall Land Use Principles".

A Letter of July 26th from the Ron. J.G. Lorimer indicated he was pre
pared to give favorable consideration to recommending the issue of supplemen
tary Letters Patent to the three Okanagan Regional Districts to broaden the
objects of the OJ.:anagan Basin Iva ter Board. Nr. Lorimer uas prepared to discuss
specific terms of supplementary Letters Patent prior to recommending approval.



TJIINUTES OF THE HEETING OF THE: OKA.HAGAN BASnJ HATER BOARD
SEPTEMBER 5th. 1974.

¥~yor Laird indicated that in the fourth paragraph of the press release,
there was no detailed indication as to what was included in the clause that the
Regional District of Central Okanagan wished deleted from the resolution. He
felt the fourth paragraph should be deleted from the release.

Oxley - Laird

That the fourth paragraph of the press release be deleted.

CARRIED

The Secretary-Manager explained that as the meeting progressed it would
be explained 1rlhat was in the clause that the Regional fistri.ct of Central Okana
gan wished deleted and then there would be a clearer understanding.

A letter of September 5th, 1974 from the Regional District of Central
Okanagan was read. The Regional District requested that an amendment be made
to the resolution pertaining to Letters Patent; the amendment being the deletion
of Section (b) under "Overall Land Use Principles ll •

Mr. Duncan explained the Regional District of Central Okanagan wished this
clause deleted for the time being since it encompassed too many areas in which
individual Regional Districts !iTould maintain jurisdiction. Examples of this were
the Parks system and Green Belts. He mentioned the term llFlood Plain Zoning"
had confused several Directors on the Regional Board of Central Okanagan since
there was a difference between the planners concept of Flood Plain Zoning and
that uhich is described under the Okanagan Basin Study.

Mayor Laird asked how this item would be effectively controlled if not
left in the Letters Patent of the \Jater Board. fIT. Duncan felt that the Board
would still control Flood Plain Zoning under Section 4 (a).

Hayor Fleming suggested that items which are conflicting and entirely
uithin individual Regional Districts should not be dealt with in detail at this
point. The role of the new Board should only encompass items that are in common
with the three Regional Districts and requiring a common solution.

Ilayor Bennett suggested that if clause 4 (b) were left in the Letters
Patent it would lead to one Regional District.

Hayor Laird suggested that 1'later quality control ivas needed through some
form of land control. He agreed !iTi th Mayor Fleming that what affects one Reg
ional District often affects another.

The Secretary-Manager explained that Flood Plain Zoning, to implement
the Okanagan Basin Study, would apply only to Okanagan Lake and the main stem
lakes. The elevation it would apply to on Okanagan Lake was well defined. The
Regional District of Central Okanagan would only be affected in those areas
bordering Okanagan Lake and the Kalamalka-Uood Lake system.

He further explained that even if clause (b) i"ere eliminated from "Over
all Land Use Principles lf the general clause being clause (a) under this same
heading was broad enough and general enough so that it could still cover those
items which would be deleted under clause (b).

Hr. Postill agreed vTith Hayor Fleming and. Hayor BeY'Jlett that in order to
ex~ediate the Letters Patent, clause (b) could be deleted, otheTIlise time delays
will be great and a one Regional District concept may be forced upon the Valley.

l~yor Laird suggested that in order to speed up this resolution, the
Okanagan Basin 1Jater Board recommend to the Regional Districts of North Okanagan
and Okanagan-Similkameen that clause (b) under lTOverall Land Use Principles II be
deleted in order that a unanimous resolution can be accepted quickly and fOTIlard
ed to Victoria.
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Flemin,,:; - Shm'!

That the Okanagan Basin Hater Board recommend clause (b) ,under !lOverall
Land Use Principles II of the resolution relative to a new"ly restructured Hater
Board, be deleted in order to expediate the processing of Letters Patent.

CARc'l.IED

Sun-Oka Park The Secretary-Tanager explained the Parks Branch was now investigating
Beach the possibility of expanding the Sun-Oka Park Beach by Trout Creek near Surnmer-
Expansion: land. In order to expand,the adjacent land, owned by the Summerland Experimental

Station, would have to be purchased. This land, owned by the Federal Government t
is no longer in intensive use since the dairy herd, once owned by the farm, has
been disbanded. It appeared to be a very natural expansion of the Park and lIould
provide more recreation land on the Lake. The expansion of beach frontage on
Okanagan Lake Ivas recommended under Okanagan Basin Study Recommendations }41 and
;;43.

The Board was aslced lThether they wished to support this Park expansion.

Mr. Dunn suggested there may be some problems with the Agricultural Land
Reserve. Itt. Sinclair suggested if the Board moves in this direction they should
ask that someof the beach be used for boating as well as restricted swimming.
There is presently a conflict between boating and beach users in the area. Boat
ers have now been restricted from the area.

Mr. Oakes suggested the Park is now much better with boating restricted
and it is a quieter place for a beach. The Board should be cautious if they re
commend that boats be brought back near the Park.

Hayor Fleming suggested the point in question Ivas to see I"Thether the
Okanagan Basin IJater Board would like to see the expansion of the beach and also
whether the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen would like to see expan
sion of the beach. The Regional District should be contacted.

S.haw - pun,U

That the matter of Sun-Oka Beach Park expansion be tabled subject to the
Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen investigating the matter.

CARRIED

Rental of
Aquatic
lIeed Har
vesting
Equipment
to
Ontario;

The Secretary-Tanager reported that the Ontario Government was conducting
aquatic weed research in an Ontario Lake. They had been using one machine for
weed removal but were unable to complete their work. A request for use of local
equipment for the period September to October 30th was made. The Secretary-Ilan
ager indicated that all work required locally had been completed. Rather than
have the equipment sit idle for those months it could be put to good use. The
rental rate from the Ontario Government would be ~n,ooo.OO per vTeek. He had tele
phoned Olcanagan Basin \Tater Board Directors for approval prior to shipping the
equipment. The discussion lV"Ould nov; have to be ro.tified by the Board.

Day - Shaw

That the Okanagan Basin Water Board ratify the decision to send aquatic
weed harvesting equipment to Ontario on a rental basis.

CARRIED
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Applications for Pollution Control Permits:

8.

Hidvalley L
Construction
Ltd. :

Application by IIidvalley Construction of Kelmma, B.C. to discharge effluent
from an asphalt batch plant into a settling pond with no positive discharge.
The annual daily discharge into the pond would be 36,000 gallons. The water
sould be recycled from the settling pond for reuse in the plant. The Sec
retarJ-Manager had visited the site and indicated there vTould be no surface
discharge of water.

U. Paul
Steuart:

Day - Dunn

That there be no objection to the application for a pollution control appli
cation by Hidvalley Construction Ltd.

Application for an amendment to a Pollution Control Permit by U. Paul
Stewart of Peachland, B.C. The amendment was to increase the average daily
discharge from washers at a laundromat from 2,300 gallons per day to an
average of 4,000 gallons per day. The Secretary-Manager mentioned that the
Central Okanagan Regional District Tecrillical Committee had reviewed this
application. It was felt that there was a possibility of some seepage to
the Lake, since soil material Has quite porous. Hovever, the Committee
decided not to object to tIns application immediately, but suggested that
some form of collection system uas required for the 10,-1er Peachland area.
Ilonitoring should be required if this application is granted. Mayor Laird
questioned whether this application should be approved if it was close to the
the Lake.

Dooley - Oxle;v

That the Okanagan Basin Hater Board object to the application for an amend
ment to a Pollution Control Permit by Paul Stewart, on the basis of the possibil
ity of some contamination to Okanagan Lake due to the added volu~e of effluent.

CARRIED

IIcLean & 3.
Fitzpatrick
Ltd. :

Application by IIcLean and Fitzpatirck Ltd. of KelO1·ma to discharge cooling
water from a packing house. The amormt of daily discharge uould be two
outfalls of 180,000 gallons each of cooling uater. There uould also be an
average annual daily discharge of 100 gallons of process wash water. This
,'Tater liould be hauled by truck to a land disposal site.

Creek
Protection:

Da;v-Fleming-

That there be no objection to the application for a Pollution Control Per
mit by Hc1ean and Fitzpatrick Ltd.

CARRIED

Other Business:

Hr. Oxley questioned uhether the Hater Board accepted the responsibility
for creeks flolTing into the Lake as indicated in the letter fror:J. the :Jater Re
sources Service relative to stream ba~~ protection.

Mayor Fleming indicated that the Board had eliminated this responsibility
under Section 4 (b) in the resolution for Letters Patent.
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Zozel
Dam
Break:

The Socretary-I1anager briefly reported that a ten foot section of the Zozel
Dam, at the outlet of Osoyoos Lake ,had broken. 'The break occurred on August
2nd - 3rd. Canadian authorities were notified on August 15th. Osoyoos Lake
had dropped tlTO feet between August 15th and August 29th. On August 29th, the
Lake level was 909.6 feet elevation. This was the lOlJest elevation on record.
The U.S. Department of Ecology is now placing a rock fill in the break. This
should be finished in ten days. Concrete work will be placed in the fall.
Osoyoos Lake uas novr rising. Discharge in the Okanagan River had been increased
to raise the level of Osoyoos Lake •

.ro1r .. Oxley requested the meeting adjourn to Committee.

Hr. Duncan asked the Hater Board to permit Chairman Postill to stay for the
Cammittee IIeeting.

I1ayor Fleming moved the meeting adjourn.

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 P.M.




