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If the OBWB isn’t planning for Basin-wide water issues, who is? Most important contribution in coming decades will be to help communities prepare for climate change, population growth. 
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Are we running out of water?



Okanagan Water Supply 
and Demand Project





Current water use



IRRIGATION NATION





Warm air, less snow
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so more winter precipitation will fall as rain rather than as snow.  Furthermore, the future high elevation snowpack would melt sooner – by roughly 1 week over the 2011-2040 period and 2-3 weeks over the 2041-2070 period.



Infill 

Outdoor water use under 
different development patterns



Are we running out of water?



Biggest challenges are social, not 
scientific

“We know how to do it, but we 
don’t know how to get ‘er done” 

Thanks!
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