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CANADA- BRI TI SH COLUNMBI A OKANAGAN

BASI N AGREEMENT

TH S AGREEMENT made as of the 29th day of COctober, 1969

BETWEEN. THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

represented herein by the Mnister
of Energy, M nes and Resources
(hereinafter called "Canada")

OF THE FI RST PART

AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVI NCE OF
BRI TI SH COLUMBI A
represented herein by the Mnister of Lands,

Forests and Water Resources (hereinafter
called "British Colunbia")

OF THE SECOND PART

WHEREAS t he Governments of Canada and British Col unbia recogni ze the
growi ng need to plan water resources devel opnment on a conprehensive basis;

and

WHEREAS t he econony of the Ckanagan Basin is heavily dependent on the
gquantity and quality of its Iimted water resource for agricultural produc-
tion, recreation and tourism as well as for domestic, municipal and in-
dustrial water supply and for the assinilation of wastes; and

WHEREAS t he wat er supply problens in the Basin may involve the re-use of
muni ci pal waste water in irrigation systens, increased efficiencies in the use
of water for irrigation, and the augnentati on of water supply from groundwat er
and from diversion; and

WHEREAS t he Shuswap- Thonpson Rivers and the Okanagan River are im
portant habitats for val uable stocks of Pacific Sal non; and

WHEREAS t he Shuswap- Thonpson systemis a potential diversion source for
t he Gkanagan Basin; and



WHEREAS t hese probl ens and possi bl e solutions nmay have not only
muni ci pal, regional, provincial, and national significance, but potentia
i mplications outside Canada; and

WHEREAS Hi s Excel | ency, the CGovernor-in-Council by O der-in-Council
P. C. 1969-7/2051 has authorized the Mnister of Energy, Mnes and Resources
to execute this Agreenment on behal f of Canada; and

WHEREAS Hi s Honour, the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council by Oder-in-
Counci | No. 2423/1969 has authorized the Mnister of Lands, Forests and Water
Resources to execute this Agreenent on behal f of British Col unbia.

NOW THEREFORE THI S AGREEMENT W TNESSETH THAT i n consideration of the
prem ses, covenants and agreenents herein contained the parties covenant and
agree with each other as foll ows:

1. OBJECTI VE

The purpose of this Agreement is to devel op a conprehensive franework
pl an for the devel opnent and managenent of water resources for the social
betterment and economic growh in the Ckanagan Basin

2. SCOPE

The kanagan Basin is of major significance to the Province of British
Colunbia. Due to increasing demands likely to be placed on the water
resources of this Basin for nunicipal, industrial, agricultural and re-
creational uses and for fish and wildlife nmanagenent and in view of the
deterioration of water quality, disturbance of ecol ogical bal ances, and
di m nution of water quantity in the Basin, the study will focus on ident-
ification and anal ysis of these problens and the eval uati on of econom c
engi neering, ecological, financial and organi zational alternatives for water
resource utilization in the solutions to these problenms. The planni ng
hori zon of the study will be to the year 2020 A D.

The study will al so enbrace any areas likely to be affected by the
adopti on of various alternative solutions including, but not limted to, the
possibility of diverting water fromthe Shuswap- Thompson Basin

The study may al so include the expansion of the present hydrol ogi c and
water quality data collection systenms and an inpl enentati on phase in the form
of pilot advance treatnent plants and an experinental program of effluent
di sposal including spray irrigation and other techniques.



3. TERVM5 OF REFERENCE

The studies leading to the formul ati on of a conprehensive framework plan
for the Okanagan Basin are to be sufficiently broad in scope as to exani ne
possi ble alternatives for the efficient utilization and provision of an
adequate quantity and quality of water in the Basin and in those areas likely
to be affected by a diversion. Consequently, the programw || include:

(a) ECONOM C GROWMH STUDIES - as required, to provide a regional, nationa
and international market perspective in which to view the energing patterns of
wat er denmand for the Basin. The studies will focus on the regional resource
base and on the economic viability of new and existing kinds of industry and
agriculture, including tourismand water-based recreations, upon which water
demand predictions can be based.

(b) WATER DEMAND STUDIES - as required, to provide an estimte of current
demands and a forecast of future water demands by sector - nunicipal

i ndustrial, agricultural, transportation, fisheries, recreational - to the
year 2020 A.D

(c) WATER SUPPLY STUDI ES

(i) Water Quality Studies - as required, to determ ne present sources and
| evel s of pollution, the relationshi ps between inputs and out puts of
nutrients and other chemical paraneters in the waters of the Basin

to devise mathenmatical nodels to express the nutrient bal ances and
pollution effects; and to deternine the extent and range of possible
future sources and | evels of pollution.

(ii) Water Quantity Studies - As required, to evaluate the existing

hydr ol ogi ¢ regi ne of the Basin, including studies of runoff, |ake |evels,
flows, groundwater and geol ogi cal structure; clinmatol ogy and neteorol ogy;
to eval uate nmeans of regulating flows through storage and diversion; and
to eval uate nmeans of augnenting water supplies within the Ckanagan Basin

(d) ECOLOGE CAL AND AESTHETI C STUDIES - as required, to determne the
effects of water resources devel opment and utilization on the fish and
wildlife, and on the aesthetic values of the Basin

(e) WATER RE- USE AND PI LOT PRQJIECTS FOR ADVANCED TREATMENT OF WASTE WATER -
as part of the water quality studies to determine practicability of augnenting
water required for irrigation with the waste waters and to devel op pil ot
plants for the control of nutrient discharges through the treatnent of
muni ci pal and industrial wastes.



(f) STUDI ES OF FI NANCI AL AND ORGANI ZATI ONAL STRUCTURES - as required, to
broaden the scope of the planning process to include all practical alter-
natives for the subsequent efficient utilization of the water resources of the
Ckanagan Basi n.

(g) PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT - as required, to enable a conprehensive plan to be
truly responsive to the wi shes of the people for which it is designed while
reflecting the characteristics of the people in the Ckanagan Vall ey and
surroundi ng regi ons.

4. FI NANCI NG

(a) Canada and British Colunbia shall equally share the entire cost of the
study, including, but not linmted to, the cost of collection of data, field
surveys and the cost of consultants engaged as part of the programas well as
an equitable share of the itens described in (d) hereunder. Sal aries of

federal and provincial civil servants engaged in the program shall not be paid
from funds approved under this Agreenent excepting staff specifically assigned
to and engaged i n studies under this Agreemnent.

(b) Subject to the terns and conditions of this Agreenent and subject to the
funds being voted by Parlianent, the aggregate sumto which Canada shall be
liable in respect of the Agreement is not to exceed $1, 000,000 of which not
nore than $250,000 will be available for financial assistance provided by
Canada for the itens described under (d) bel ow.

(c) Subject to the terns and conditions of this Agreenent and subject to the
funds being voted by the Legislative Assenbly, the aggregate sumto which
British Colunbia shall be Iiable in respect of the Agreenent is not to exceed
$1, 000, 000 of which not nore than $250,000 will be available for the itens
descri bed under (d) bel ow.

(d) Fromtinme to tine during the Iife of this Agreenent, and as part of the
Program Canada and British Col unbia may approve and provi de financi al
assi stance to |local comunities and organizations for

(i) an experinmental programof waste water reclamation by irrigation; and

(ii) a pilot advanced treatnent installation. Any project thus approved
and constructed shall be operated and naintained by the nmunicipality or |oca
authority. Access shall be provided at all tines for personnel authorized to
work on the Program

(e) This Agreenent shall take effect on the date that the parties have
executed this Agreement. No costs incurred prior to March 25, 1969 shal



be eligible or considered for paynment under this Agreenent. This Agreenent
shall terminate four years fromthe date of signing.

(f) Canada and British Colunbia shall keep conplete records of all ex-

pendi tures made several ly pursuant to the Agreenent and shall support such
expenditures with proper docunentation. Canada and British Col unbia upon
request shall make these records and docunents avail able to auditors appointed
by the other.

(g) British Colunbia shall keep conplete financial records of all costs
i ncurred under this Agreenment. Upon request, British Colunbia will nake these
records avail able to auditors appointed by Canada.

(h) Subject to the cost-sharing provisions of this Agreenent, Canada shal
pay to British Col unbia, Canada's share of expenditures made by British
Col unbi a pursuant to this Agreenent upon the submission of a claimin a
mutual |y agreed manner and formby British Colunbia, certified by a senior
official of British Colunbia, and bearing a British Colunbia audit
certification

(i) Subject to the cost-sharing provisions of this Agreenent, British

Col unbi a shall credit Canada for expenditures nade directly by Canada pursuant
to this Agreenment, upon the submission by Canada of a claimin a nutually
agreed manner and form

(j) Each party shall provide the staff including any field staff and
adm nistrative facilities necessary to inplement any portion of the program
assigned to the respective parti es.

5. LEGAL | MPLI CATI ONS

Any studi es undertaken under the provisions of this Agreenent shall take
into account in an appropriate fashion any legal inplications necessarily
i nci dental thereto.

6. ADM NI STRATI VE FRAMEWORK OF THE STUDY

Canada and British Colunbia shall participate in a process of joint
pl anning. To facilitate this, the follow ng shall be established:

(a) A CANADA-BRI TI SH COLUMBI A CONSULTATI VE BOARD consi sting of six nmenbers at
a senior level in the public service, three of whomw || be appoi nted by
Canada and three by British Colunmbia. This Board shall be responsible for
undert aki ng the program descri bed herein; shall supervise the Ckanagan Study
Conmittee; shall neet at |east once each year; and shall report to the

M ni ster of Energy, M nes and Resources of Canada and to the M nister of
Lands, Forests and Water Resources of British Colunbia on progress of the
Program and on the results of the investigation.



(b) AN OKANAGAN STUDY COW TTEE, reporting to the Canada-British Col unbia
Consul tative Board, will consist of three menbers appointed by Canada and

t hree nenbers appointed by British Colunmbia. Wth the approval of the Board,
the Conmittee nay appoint a study director, various sub-comittees and ot her
staff to carry out specific portions of the Program Al staff appointnents
shal | be through the Provincial Gvil Service Conm ssion on the advice and
consent of the Consultative Board. A party hereto nay, upon the
recommendati on of the Board, enploy the services of private-consulting
individuals and firns as required for data collection, planning and

i mpl enent ati on.

(c) The Okanagan Study Conmittee under the supervision of the Board, shal
carry out the joint planning studies and pilot projects in accordance wth
the terns of reference. 1In addition, the Commttee shall involve the public
in the planning process.

7. FINAL REPORT

The conprehensive plan resulting fromthis Agreenent shall be accom
pani ed by a final report including a full benefit-cost analysis of the
alternative solutions and recomendations for further courses of actions.

8. GENERAL

(a) British Colunmbia and Canada shall exchange copies of all reports and
rel ated available information fromprior and current studies for use in the
Pr ogram

(b) This Agreenent shall not be construed as to vest in Canada any prop-
rietary interest in projects constructed hereunder

(c) The Agreenent nmay fromtinme to tinme be reviewed by the parties hereto
and with the approval of the CGovernor-in-Council and the Lieutenant CGovernor-
i n-Council, may be revised.

(d) No Menber of the Parlianent of Canada or Menber of the Legislative
Assenbly of British Colunbia shall hold, enjoy or be adnmtted to any share or
part of any contract, agreement, conm ssion or benefit arising out of this
agr eenent .

(e) The Okanagan Study Conmittee will submit annual reports to the Con-
sultative Board on its findings as well as a final report on or before the
expiration date of this Agreenment, and other reports as required by the
Boar d.



(f) The Board nay nmake reconmendations to both parties regarding further
participation in detailed studies beyond the terms of this Agreenent and
regardi ng the inplenentation of the conprehensive plan

IN WTNESS WHEREOF t he Honourable J.J. Geene, Mnister of Energy, M nes and
Resources, has hereunto set his hand on behal f of Canada and the Honourabl e
Ray WIlliston, Mnister of Lands, Forests and Mater Resources, for the

Provi nce of British Col unbi a.

In the Presence of Si gned on behal f of the

Gover nrent of Canada
"“A. T. Davidson" "J.J. GREENE" Cct. 29, 1969
In the Presence of Si gned on behal f of the

Provi nce of British Col unbi a
"V. Raudsepp" "Ray WIIiston" Cct. 29, 1969



