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THES DAM atthe outflow of Okanagan
Lake in Penticton, is the main control on
water flowing from the Okanagan Valley
south across thé border into the

" United States. Flows being released

at present are very low.
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tmay not be Osoyoos
Lake or the Columbia

2L Riveryou see when you
look out your window or
drive between Kelowna and -
West Kelowna, but it’s the
same water that flows south
across the international border
andultimately into the Pacific
Ocean at Portland, Oregon.” -

Decisions about how much.
must flow sotth are made by
an international commission
and it’s gathering information
now tomake a decision
about renewing those orders
in 2013.

Some are concerned new
orders might impact how
much water is available to
Canadians in the Okanagan,
and everyone involved says
you should keep informed,
particularly as international
water week draws to a close.

Capital News reporter
Judie Steeves asked soime
questions of the experts and -
provides a primer for the -
information that’s still
to come.

See storyon A3
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hile the shore-
lines are dotted
with beaches
and resorts for those'who
love the recreational op-
portunities, to others, the
Okanagan’s fakes are less
things of beauty than con-
duits providing life-giv-
ing water to hundreds of
thousands of people and
millions of other living
things—in two countiies.
‘We're at the top end.
of what is an enormous
watershed, all feeding the
Columbia River through
Washington and Ore~
gonin the U.S., before
it dumps into the Pacific
Qcean at Portland.

" And, in a couple of
years, the orders gov-
erning water levels in the
cross-border Osoyoos
Lake in the southem part
of the valley, rhust be 1
newed by the Infernation-
al Joirit Commission.

. Thatdecision will im- -

Our water suppiy faCes m -f act
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OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD chaizman Stu Wells, mayor of Osoyoos, invites everyone to attend the Onovoos LakeWaterSmence
Forumin Osoyoos Sept. 18 to 20 to discuss the sharing of water in this watershed.

pact everyone in the Oka»

nagan Basin.
If the current orders

. requiring that the lake lev-

els remain between ele-
vations of 91 1.5 feet and
909 feet are kept, there
could be little change in
how the new orders im-
pact Central Okanagan
residents. . .
There are provisions
in thie curent orders for

"B mtiirat drought anid -

flood conditions, when:.
the lake’s level may o tip

to 913 feet orabove.

The trans-bound-
ary lake’s level is con-
trolled by the Zosel Dam

in Washington State,and -
. that state’s Department of

Ecology manages it.
However, if chan-
ges are made to-consid-
er not only lake level but
the flows, there could be
water Josses to upstream

-users, particularly dur-
~ing drought years, which

are predicted to be more
Hkely as elimate change

impacts natural flows of
water. ’

And, that’s anissne
that concerns the Okanag-
an Basin Watér Board,
which wrote to both the
IIC boards in Canada and
the U.S, and to Okanag-
an-Coquithalia MP Stock-
well Day requesting that
no such change be made ‘
in the orders.

+ Theboard wasre-
sponding to a report by
‘Washington State Univer-
sity reseaichers recom-

mending a shiftin water + *

management policy from
lake levels to flow re-
quirements.

“We believe this is
a substantiat shift from
the status quo, and, de-
spite our ongoing studies,
there is still insufficient
science to inform such a

. change—especially con-

sidering the high level of
uncertainty about water
avmilability in any given
yeat;” wrote board chair
Stu Wells. .
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Ralph Pentland, for-
mer director of water
management for the fed- *
eral government and now
chairman of the Canadian
+ Water Issues Council,

! says there is a trend now

. toward consideration of

5 flows for environmental

, te:asons whepever trans-

+ boundary water issues are

*_discussed, particularly in

" the west. -

He admitted when

. h chianges are made in
. water management re-

gime, there must be trade-
offs, so upstream users
shotild insist on an under-
standing of what trade-
offs would be needed up-

. stream if such-a change is

made.

Climate change im-
pacts are not normially
taken into account by the

. IIC in making decisionis

on orders for trans-bound-
ary waters,; he said.

People should be in-
formed about the pos- -
sible upstream impacts of
changes in orders for the
watershed’s trans-border
waters, he added.

" There are 17 boards of
control across the coun~
try, to which the IIC
issues orders regarding re-
quirements for such wat-
ers, with the Internation-
al Osoyoos Board of |
Control carrying out the
orders governing the Oka-
nagan watershed.
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REGIONAL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS -
"MARCH 2011

WESTBANK FIRST NATION —VOTING RIGHTS

The Reglonal Board has authorized staff to initiate discussions with the Provincial
Government and Westbank First Nation (WFN) 1o determine the process that would allow
full voting membership on the Regional Board. Since 2007, the WFN Gouncil has appointed

a non-voting representative to the Regional Beard.

OKANAGAN INDIAN BAND
RESERVE EXPANSION

The Regional Board has received a presentation from the Okanagan Indian Band regarding
a proposed expansion of its Reserve #1. The Board has authorized Regional District
Development Services staff 1o meet with the band staff regarding the reserve expansion
request and to prepare an updated report for Board consideration.

FEBRUARY BUILDING STATISTICS

During February, nine' building permits were approved for projects worth $1,057000 in the
Central Okanagan East and Central Okanagan West Electoral Areas. That compares with
nine permits issued in February 2010 for projects worth $991,000,

NEXT REGIONAL BOARD MEETINGS

* Thursday, April 7th following Governance and Services Comritiee meeting at 8:30 am.
° Manday, April 18th — 7:00 pm

GOVERNANCE AND SERVICES MEETING
-;’t}:;ﬁiay, Apri[p7th at 8:30 am"- Woodhaven Board Roomi. Residents are welcome to

OPEN HOUSES :
OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLANS

The Regional District of Central Okanagan is hosting community consultation Open Houses
as it drafts the first Official Community Plans for the Brent Road/Trepanier area of the Central
O,kanagan West Electoral Area and South Slopes area of the Central Okanagan East
Electoral Area. R .

_ Brent Road-Trepanier area Open House
Monday, April 4th
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Peachland Community Centre, 4450-6th Street
Summary presentations at 5:30 and 7:00 pm

South Slopes area Open House
Tuesday, April 5th
© 4:00 pm - 7:30 pm
RDOCO office, 1450 KLO Road
Summary presentations at 4:30 and 6:00 pm

hand during the interactive sessions to provide preliminary information received from recent
surveys, receive feedback and to answer any guestions.

Information on the Official Community Plans may be viewed on the Regional Districf websile
reglonaidistrict.com/OCP or at the Development Services Department, second floor at 1450

; O Road.
Aessions it oot boousins sisias

Staff from the Development Services Dépariment and HB Lanarc Constiltants will be on .
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AIR, WATER AND WILDLIFE pay no attention to 5ofitical boundaries such as thatbetween Canada and the U.S.

Our watershed naturally drains south of that bordez
north of the border in Osoyoos Lake, for storage..|
affecteveryone in the Watelshed, from Salmon Ai’z

¥ WHOSE WATER IS IT?

Conflicted interests overshadow
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Brian Symonds, direc-
tor of water stewardship
for the province, sits.on
that board. He says Can-
ada’s position is that we
don’t want to see trans-
boundary flows included
in the orders.

In progressive drought
years, the inclusion of
flow requirements could
make a difference in the
amount of water available
o upstream users.

" Lakeat Okanaga

Canada-U.S. wa!

5

“However, ever. i1
drought years, we
naintair lows in th
system,” he.noted.

There’s good com-
munication among ¢
operators on bott =
of the border, 50 ceat1)
lers of the main dat on
the Okanagan system, &i

the outflow of Okanagen

Lake in Penticton, =

at McIntyre Dam
of Vaseux Lake, an

sel Dam in the U.S., talk
to each other about any
changes in operating lev-
els.

Symonds acknow-
ledges it’s necessary for
upstream users to be con-
cerned about conserving’

water, simply because lit-

fle water falls in this val-
Tey.

Buthe said popula-
tion increases in the val-

- ley haven’t yethad a sig-

nificant impact on down-
stream volumes or on

3¢ 25 the Zosel Dam, on the far left in this photo, backs water
tional decisions about management of Osoyoos Lake’s Jevel

er agreement

" management of lake lev-

els,

“New development
should be conscious of
the footprint that will have
on water supplies,” he
noted, “We’ll never get
away from that. We’re not
living in a place where we

- can take water for grant-

ed”
In drought situations,
“we should try and man-

SEE WATERAS
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Juedoedss about cremation
OPEN HOUSE
CREMATION SEMINAR
Tuesday
March 29
6-8pm

(tours every'15 min.)

% Tour our crematorium
@Learn facts about cremation

$Evaluate service, costs and
memorialization options. -

#Discover meaningful ways of-
celebrating memorial services

Bring a friend
~ Refreshments ~ .

' Fof more infoﬁﬁétion
call 250-860-7077
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age it cooperatively and |
collectively,” he added.
The OBWB slo-
gan One Watershed, One
- Water, is important for
people to remember, he
said, © !
“Peaple just need to
realize they’re part of a

bigger picture. Instead of -

thinking that what you do
is so smali that it doesn’t

1 matter. You have to re
meniber that it all adds
up,” he warned.

From Armstrong,
through Yernon, Kelow-
na and south through the
Okanagan—and even the
Similkameen because the
Similkameen River is a

" tributary to the Okanag-
an River, which flows into
the Columbia River—the
entire watershed is con-
nected, he noted.

Daniel Millar, secre-
tary for the Canadian Sec-
tion of the board of con-
trol, says it’s a delicate
balancing act to maintain
the Jevel of Osoyoos Lake
as dictated by the orders.

Thelargest factor in-
fluencing water levels
are flows in the Okanag-
an River; which is gen-
erally based on a fish

66

PEOPLE JUST
NEEDTO REALIZE
THEY'RE PART OF A
BIGGER PICTURE.
Brian Symonds,
B.C. Ministry of
Environment.

“water model that takes

into account when sock-
eye migrate into the sys-
tem, and when the young
emerge—to ensure flows
are adequate—as well

as by keeping water lev-
-els at the optimuim for the
spawning and emergence
of kokanee in Okanag-
anand Skaha Lakes and
tributary streams.

Other factors influen-
cing water level are evap-
oration and irrigation.

He noted the Sinil-
kameen River enters the
system two miles below
the Zosel Dam-and some-
times it piles water up and
actiially flows upstream,
éven back into Osoyoos

e. .

“Man has no control

over that,” Millar com-
mented. However, it oc-
curs very seldom, he
noted.

Although Millar said
he’s never seen the water
level down near the low-
est level permitted by the
orders, it is possible ina
drought year that those
minimum water levels
couldn’t be maintained.

Currently, in prep-
aration for the commis-
sion to decide on renew-
al of the orders governing
Osoyoos Lake, a series of
studies are being done to
inform board members
about issues surrounding
the decision:

Althougti hearings
haven’t yet been sched-
uled, likely there will be
public hearings next year

" and all the studies will be

available online.

Anyone can write to
the TIC at any time with -
concerns about the re-
newal decision, just as the
OBWB has.. -

‘While the Jevel of
Osoyoos Lake may riot
seem like a pressing mat-
tec to the rest of the val- .
ley’s residents, he feels it

should be.

“It's important for
everyone to be informed
about all water use, es- -

. pecially in water short

ateas,” Millar said.
The OBWB, 1IC, fed-

_.eral government and City

of Osoyoos have joined
forces to put on the 2011
Osoyoos Lake Water Sci-
ence Forum, taking place

ture: Bridges to Sustains-
bility for Osoyoos Lake.
The idea s to provide
an opportunity for resi-
dents of the Okanagan
- watershed on both sides
of the border to come

together to ask questions :

and share information.
‘Wells said everyore

“is invited to attend and te
cormment on studies leac!-

Sept. 18 t0 20in Osoyoos.  ing up to renewal of the
The theme will be © orders for thelake, = -,
Shared Water, Shared Fu- Jsteeves@helownacapnews.cin
ks
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INNER PEACE MOVEMENT OF CANADA
; Presents seminars with
nyesident Judv Guido

TUESDAY
MARCH 29
Tpm & Tpm
Days Ino
2649 Bwy 97N

you ¢ *move mountains’ effortlessly. Learn about
trasting your intuition, adapting fo change and having
clearer direetion in your life. Hear abont the four
psychic.gifts of perception and how to develop ther.
Understand how to communicate with your teaw of
“-gnardian angels, your life purpose, and the 7-year
eyeles of life. Reccive aura impressions. 144 hours « 816
1 B77969-0095  www.innerpeacemavement.en
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Until May 31, trade in your, energy wasting windows and

save up to $80 off the cos of Centra’s ecoSMART windows
with Centra’s spring savings program. Plus, receive our
Home Energy Upgrade at no extra cost.”




