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PllpﬂS soak up water wisdom

Winnets announced
in contest that aimed
to encourage youth
‘to learn more ‘aboit
water in Okanagan

By Okanagan Sunday Staff

Three students in the South,
_ Central and North Okanagan have
each won a pool and pizza party,
thanks to the Okanagan
WaterWise’ Challenge
However organizers from the
Okanagan Basin Water Board were
especially impressed by “very
- strong participation” in Penticton;
For the past six weeks, the
Okanagan WaterWise Challenge
encouraged Okanagan youth to
learn more about water in the
Valley while entering a draw to
win the party for themselves and
nine friends, It involved an online
scavenger hunt for five- to 15-year-

olds between World Water Week’

-program’s champion.

' in late March and Drinking Water

Week (May 1-7).

“The purpose of the contest was
to encourage kids to recognize that
we are all part of ‘One Valley. One
Water’ and to inspire them to con-
serve and protect it,” said Corinne
Jackson, communications co-ordi-

nator for the Okanhagan Basin

Water Board and the WaterWise

thrilled with the'results of this
contest.” .

Hundreds of young people com-
pleted the WaterWise Challenge
and nearly 100 more took the on-
line survey without enterlng fo
win a prize. The winners are:
Victoria, 9, from. Armstrong:
Avery, 10, from Peachland; and

.Caitlyn, 11, from Penticton,

Paxt1c1pat10n n the contest came
from nearly every community. in
the Valley, said Jackson,

“As it turns out, KVR Middle
School celebrated Earth Month in
April and had students (mcludmg
the South Okanagan Wmner

- “We're -

Caitlyn) take the WaterW1se
Challenge ‘as one'of their activi-

‘ties,” said Jackson.

“It"s phenomenal how much
water we use,” said Caitlyn, who
discovered Okanagan residents
use an average of 675 litres of water
PeT person per ‘day. The. maJorlty
of this is used in the summer and
goes on lawns. The Canadian: av-
erage is 329 Iitres.

As a result of taking. “the
WaterWise Challenge Caitlyn said -
she is trying.to-cut her showers to

‘five minutes, -4nd, she 18 encourag-

ing her sﬂnlmgs and parents to re- -
duce their water'usé.as Well,

“T also learned that it’s better to
take your car to a car wash that re-
cycles water or wash it on your
lawn.Tlearned a lot,” she added.

“Most kids spent an average of
15 minutes on the survey. That’s
impressive,” said Jackson addmg
those students are now even more |

- WaterWise-and will hopefu]ly help
-spread the word.on hoyv to f

e for
Okanagan Water K




