Okanogan Valley Gazette-Tribune | Osoyoos Lake Water Forum Sept. 18 Page 1 of 1

PRINT &2
) i

OKANOGAN VALLEY

GAZETTE-TRIBUNE

PO Box 250 Oroville, WA 98844 * Tel.: (509) 476-3602 * Fax: (509) 476-3054

Thursday, August 18, 2011

Osoyoos Lake Water Forum Sept. 18

Submitted by Corrine Jackson
Okanagan Basin Water Brd.

Thursday, August 18, 2011

0OSOYOOS, BC - Not since the signing of the original Operating Orders on Osoyoos Lake 25 years ago, regulating water levels on the lake
between the U.S. and Canada, has there likely been so much interest in a meeting on water.

Elected officials on both sides of the border of Osoyoos Lake, as well as water utility staff - who deliver our water, scientists and local citizens -
are signing up to attend the Osoyoos Lake Water Science Forum, Sept. 18 to 20, 2011, in Osoyoos, B.C.

Early bird registration ends Monday, Aug. 15. Thanks to event sponsors, the forum is being offered at a discount to residents of Oliver, Osoyoos
and Oroville, with some portions being free. On-site registration will also be available at the forum. For details please visit www.obwb.ca/olwsf/.

"It's a critical meeting," said John Slater, Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) for Boundary Similkameen in B.C. and former chair of the
Okanagan Basin Water Board (OBWB). Slater will be providing opening remarks along with Washington State Senator Bob Morton. "Water is
the one limiting resource to human settlement, industry and commercial growth. We know with population growth, agricultural growth and
climate change, we're going to have to be more careful with our water use and concerned with keeping what we have clean," added Slater.

"Water is a big issue for us here in Central Washington," said Sen. Morton, noting the need for increased water storage. "We're in a state where
some of our main aquifers will be out of water in 10 years."

Morton said a siphoning project currently underway, taking water from the Columbia River to Odessa, Wash. will help, but he also sees a
potential dam on the Similkameen River, helping retain water in Washington, as another solution to the state's water concerns.

"It's obvious we need to address this issue and the sooner the better," he said.
The forum, presented by the OBWB, the Town of Osoyoos, the International Joint Commission (IJC) and several other partners, will cover

numerous water issues affecting the B.C.'s Okanagan Valley and in neighboring Okanogon County. Milfoil control, which has recently been in
the news, will be discussed, including efforts to control the invasive weed in Osoyoos Lake on both sides of the border.
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