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‘VWestsitle‘ NEWS

Grant program rewards water projects

‘$300K available for groups
committed to water quality

Special to Westside Weekly

The Okanagan Basin Water Board is now
accepting applications to its 2012 Water
Conservation and Quality Improvement grant
program. -

The program, in its seventh year, has

$300,000 available for projects that conserve :

water or improve its quality. Eligible recipi-
ents include non-profit community groups,
local governments (regional districts, or
municijpalities), and irrigation or improve-
ment districts. Successful applicants-can
receive up to'a maximum of $30,000 for: then:
project.

The focus of the program is to support’
projects that benefit the entire Okanagan
“Valley.

“Everyone who lives in the Okanagan,
whether you live in Armstrong or in

Osoyoos, is connected to each other by water ’

— this includes the waters in our streams,
lakes and in the ground. What happens to

water quality in the north affects the water in
the south,” grants administrator Genevieve
Dunbar said. “We also live in a dry climate
and have less fresh water available per person
in the Okanagan, yet, homeowners use more
than twice the Canadian average — this affects
quantity”

This program. funds projects that tackle ;
these important issues, added Dunbar.

Another important element of this program

.is its focus on collaboration. Several of these
- grants have resulted in ongoing partnerships.

“Sinice the grant program began, we’ve
seen networks of expertise form around val-
ley-wide projects,” Dunbar said, adding that

- practical approaches to water conservation

and water quality improvément have also

. been rep]icated across the valley. “And, ulti-

mately, we've seen water conserved and .

 quality improv

For example, an OBWB grant last year
helped the District of Peachland reestablish a

stream flow monitoring station on Peachland

Creek to gather water quantity information
which will contribute to valley-wide data.
Another project was a Parks Beautification
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Project in Okanagan Falls which included
installation of an efficient irrigation system
and a redesign of plant beds to native and
drought tolerant varieties. This project pro- -

- vides Okanagan residents with examples of

landscaping that are miore appropriate for the
region’s dry climate." An éxample of water
quality improvement is District of West
Kelowna’s completion of its Water Systems
Master Plan, helping ensure safe clean water
to residents and pmtecung water quahty‘val—

~ ley-wide.

“Like past years, we’re looking for apph-
cations that have an innovative approach and
clearly demonstrate benefits- for the entire

_valley,” added Dunbar.

This year’s application deadline is 4 p.m.
Friday, Feb.24. Information on the applica-

- tion process, including the.need for a board

or council resolution of supportsas well as
the application, can be found at A
Www.obwb. ca/wcql

In the past six years, the WCQI Grant

- Program has granted more than $2 million

throughout the Okanagan.

Western Star ring

-stolen from hotel

Central Okanagan Crime Stoppers
hopes you can help solve these
crimes by calling 1-800-222-TIPS,
visiting Crimestoppers.net or texting
CRIMES (274637), keyword Ktown.

On Dec. 7, between 10 and 11

| am., someone took a black purse
-from a hote] room at West Kelowna

Comfort Inn (RCMP file 2011-
60978). The purse was later returned
to the owner; however, a VISA card,

| $260 in cash, and a ring that looks

like a Western Star truck (five dia-
monds up the smoke stack and two
rubies on top) worth $2,800 were
missing:

On Dec. 10, someone called
police and said a large rock had been -
thrown through a front window to

-Our Lady of Lourdes School

(RCMP file 2011-61432). Although
it doesn’t appear anyone went inside,
damage to the school is estimated at
about $250.
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