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Water board dlgglng 1nt a

‘B.C. doesn't Ilcense groundwater extractlon and OBWB needs more data

By.DON PLANT
. Westsme Weekly

Water experts hope to keep track of
how much underground water is avail-
able in the Okanagan Valley by moni-

toring a sensitive aquifer in Joe Rich. .

Crews broke ground on the fire hall

Pproperty at Goudie and Sun Valley

roads last week and drilled 140 metres
deep-into an aquifer. Scientists will
measure how much water is down there
each year to prepare for growing de-
-mand as the population rises.
Environment officials are worried
several Okanagan sources of ground-
water are vulnerable to depletion.
“Groundwater is oné of the biggest
unknowns in this Valley,” said Anna
Warwick Sears, who heads the
Okanagan Basin Water Board.
Thousands.of Valley residents de-
pend on groundwater as their only
~source. Becausé B.C. is.one of the only
provinces that doesn’t licénse extrac-
tion, experts lack an accurate measure

of how much is being drawn out. -
Meanwhilg, recent research suggests
several Okanagan aquifers; including

Joe Rich’s, are vulnerable due to a lim- -

ited water supply from changing rain
and snowfall, and more human use.
“The water of this Valley is all con-

‘nected,” said Warwick Sears. “Knowing

where and how much water we have

will help ensure a sustainable sapply.”

The groundwater is supplied by the
same source as surface.water —
snowmelt that flows down the moun-
tains and trickles beneath the surface.
Climate scientists fear that as global
temperatures. rise and more people

“move into the Valley, less water wlll be

available.

* Joe Rich residents are unable to run

their dishwashers and washing ma-

chines at the same time. Some wonder

how 'the community ‘can withstand
greater demand from more people.

-The Joe Rich .well is one of 15
Okanagan aquifers identified as sensi-
tive. Other monitoring wells have been

drilled since 2010 on Anarchist

Mountain near Osoyoos, two in Oliver, :

two near Keremeos,
Spallumcheen. .
Others are .proposed on UBC
Okanagan land, in Ellison, West
Kelowna, Summerland and Penticton.
- The monitoring wells will help com-

and one in

-munities manage their groundwater

supplies, and help them plan for subdi-
visions and developments that will

draw ‘more water from adjacent

aquifers. The data gathered from the
Joe Rich well will proyide a better pic-

ture of how much underground wateris

available; said regional dlSLIlC[ direc~
tor Patty Hanson. -~

“Drilling ‘wells into this bedrack
aquifer can be a hit-and-miss prospect
for water . .". (The data W111) help us
plan for the future so that we can en-

sure sustainability of this precious

commodity.”

. The typical cost of buﬂdmg each
monitoring well is $38,000. Several
government ageuc1es are contnbutmg

Submitted photo

Water gushes in Joe Rich on Friday after crews drilled 140 metres into an |
aquifer. Scientists hope to learn more about how sustainable the region’s
underground water supply is by momlormg aquifers in the Valley.

to the Joe Rich’ pro_]ect mcludmg well as Agriculture and Agri-Food
provincial ministries of environment,  Canada, Environinent Canada and sev-
forests lands and natural resources, as eral Okanagan local govemmeuts




