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The results are in and four lucky Okanagan residents will each receive up to $1,000 in WaterWise yard
improvements! The winners were part of the MAKE WATER WORK Pledge Contest put on by Okanagan
WaterWise.

“We're thrilled with the results,” said a pleased Corinne Jackson, the Okanagan Basin Water Board’s
Communications Director and manager of its outreach initiative Okanagan WaterWise. “The purpose of the
contest was to let people know more about Okanagan water — how much water we use, how much we really
have, and give simple tips to make water work more efficiently.

“The fact is we have less freshwater available to us here in the Okanagan than anywhere in Canada, yet we use
two times more than the average Canadian — 675 litres per person, per day compared to 329! While 7% of our
water is used by residents indoors, a whopping 24% is used outdoors — mostly on lawns and gardens in the
summer,” added Jackson. “People are getting the message and now we're going to help four lucky winners do
even more and WaterWise their yard!”

The winners are Shawn Landriault of Summerland, Penticton’s Pat Maxwell, Norman Gerow from Oliver
and Sandy Gregson of Osoyoos. All four will receive an outdoor water assessment — of either their in-
ground irrigation or of their landscape, worth up to $500. In addition, they will each receive $500 in product
and service to WaterWise their yard — either fixes to their irrigation or low-water landscaping, for a total prize
worth up to $1,000 each.

“That’s fabulous,” said Maxwell on receiving the news. “We’re always looking to do things to make our yard
WaterWise. We tried our best to xeriscape the front but I can’t really afford to do much so I'm obviously
delighted!”

“Woo hoo! You gotta love that,” responded a happy Gerow. “I think I have a leak in my underground sprinkler
system — you can see it on my water bill!”

To ensure the best water-saving results possible, Okanagan WaterWise teamed up with WaterKind Consulting
to do the irrigation audits and Emerald Irrigation and Landscape Construction for the installation — both are
Irrigation Industry Association of BC certified.

“This was very important to us,” noted Jackson. “An IAABC certified installer helps ensure irrigation work is

done right — helping save money for the customer while maximizing water efficiency.”

Jackson said they also teamed up with Waterwise Landscape Design for the landscape audits — a company that
specializes in low-water landscapes — perfect for the dry Okanagan, as well as Andrew Sheret Ltd. — known for
its commitment to promoting water-efficiency. Grasslands Nursery and Sagebrush Nursery also came on
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board with the contest, both of which carry a wide-variety of native and drought-tolerant plants and xeriscape
materials.

The Make Water Work Pledge contest was part of the Tap-by-Tap campaign in the South Okanagan, in which
residents were invited to pick up a free water conservation kit. The campaign was a partnership between City
Green Solutions, FortisBC, Environment Canada and Okanagan WaterWise. Jackson said she looks forward to
continuing to work with City Green to bring a similar initiative to the Central and North Okanagan as well.

To learn more on how to MAKE WATER WORK visit: www.makewaterwork.ca. For more on Okanagan
WaterWise, visit: www.okwaterwise.ca.

All four of the winners took a pledge to Make Water Work! To learn more and for simple tips to Make Water
Work, please see the “Backgrounder” attached below.
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