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V¥ FAITH

Timing of the visit by the ‘Wise
Men from the East’ is a little off

TAYLOR FROM A4

her unclean.

The Magi probably arrived closer to
two years after Jesus’birth.

Otherwise, Herod wouldn’t have had
to massacre every boy in Bethlehem
under that age to make sure he got rid
of the threat to his throne.

Ifit happened at all, that is.

Think about it—a caravan of wealthy
foreigners shows up in a town of
poor people.

The strangers hand out fabulous

gifts of gold and rare resins.

Do you suppose Herod’s soldiers
would have any trouble finding which
family they had favoured?

The one with the new Mercedes in
the driveway, and their toddler already
registered for Harvard Divinity School,
of course.

The rest of Jesus’life story would be
different too.

With those gifts, his family wouldn’t
be poor anymore. They would, in fact,
be wealthy by comparison with their
contemporaries.

No, both the gifts and the givers are
clearly symbolic.

Gold, the universal element of
worldly wealth. Incense, invoking wor-
ship. Myrrh, a precious antiseptic oint-
ment used to delay the decay of corpses.

So the Magi proffered three ideals—
material abundance, adulation, and im-
mortality.

Is it a coincidence that those are the
same three temptations that the devil
supposedly offered Jesus in the wilder-
ness?

Is it a coincidence that Jesus ordered
his disciples to take nothing with them
when they went out evangelizing?

That he refused to let awestruck
audiences appoint him their king?

And that he made no attempt to
save his own life when the Romans
nailed him on a cross?

From birth to death, the same three
threads weave through the tapestry of
his life—rejection of material wealth,
hero worship, and self preservation.

I don't think the gospel writers were
spinning sweet stories; they had a point
to make.

The gifts of the Magi—Matthew re-
minds us—reflected the ideals of an
alien culture.

I'wonder if, far from glorifying the
Magi, Matthew might have been ridi-
culing them.

Jim Taylor lives in Lake Country.
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Make Your Home Safe

V¥ AQUATIC INVASIVE'SPECIES | ‘
Federal government proposes
new measures to fight AIS
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Are you a low-income senior or a person
with a disability who wants to live safely

When Lorie and Walter bought their
home in Port Alberni 13years ago
they slowly began renovating the
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COLUMBIA

and independently in the comfort of
your home?

Do you have difficulty performing
day-to-day activities?

Does your home need to be adapted

" to meet your changing needs? If so,

you may be eligible for financial assistance
under the Home Adaptations for
Independence (HAFI) program.

Find out today if you are eligible
and if you meet all of the requirements
as a low-income homeowner oras a
landlord dpplying on behalf of an
eligible tenant.

To apply or learn more, visit
www.bchousing.org/HAFI

You can also contact BC Housing:
Phone: 604-433-2218
Toll-free: 1-800-257-7756

BC Housing

L

HOUSING MATTERS

unfinished basement to accommodate
Walter’s changing needs as his
muscular dystrophy advanced.

“The basement was a black hole when
we moved in,"recalled Walter. “After
12years of skimping and saving, we
made the downstairs completely
wheelchair accessible, except for
the bathroom. It was way too small.
| could only stand for about a minute
and a half without collapsing in
the shower stall and | could no
longer pull myself out of the tub in
the upstairs’ bathroom, even with
Lorie’s help”

Through funding from BC Housing'’s
Home Adaptations for Independence
(HAFI) program, Walter and Lorie
were able to work with a contractor
to transform the space. A wall was
removed to make room for a wheel-
in shower with benches, grab bars
were installed;and the vanity and
fixtures were relocated.

“I just slide into the shower now;’ said
Walter. “| feel safer and no longer
dread trying to wash myself. What
was previously a dangerous chore for
me is now a welcome treat.”

. Walter and Lorie hope to spend the
rest of their lives in their home.

The HAFI program provides financial
assistance to help eligible low-income
seniors and people with disabilities
adapt their homes so they can
continue to live independently.
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¥ INVASIVE AQUATIC SPECIES

Monitoring regulation changes
for invasive mussels applauded

CANNAN FROM A5

'The proposed regula-
tions address gaps in the
current Canadian regu-
latory framework by pro-
viding a comprehensive
set of provisions and au-
thorities that would im-
prove the ability to pre-
vent the intentional or
unintentional introduc-
tion, respond to spe-
cies invasions, and man-
age the spread of AIS,
while protecting Cana-
da’s aquatic ecosystems
and biodiversity.

This will help prevent
incurring costs associated
with the establishment
of invasive species, in-
cluding impacts on fish-
ing and aquaculture ac-
tivities, recreation and
tourism-related activities,
and infrastructure.

These new regulatory
provisions would also ad-
dress enforcement.

While current regula-
tions can be enforced by
provincial Enforcement
Officers, now Canadian
Border Services Agency
officers will also have the
ability to enforce prohi-
bitions against import
at the Canadian border,
such as ordering a vessel
back to a U.S. washing
station before allowing it
to enter Canada.

Aquaticinvasive spe-
cies pose a significant
and growing threat to
British Columbia.

That’s why it’s so im-
portant that we work to-
wards a coordinated and
comprehensive approach
that will safeguard our
lakes, rivers and coast-
al waters, including
Okanagan Lake.

Anna Sears, executive
director of the OBWB,
has already publicly stat-
ed that the proposed
rules appear to be just

Valleyview Dignity Memorial

For us, there is no

| higher honour than

{o be chosen lo bring
loved ones, friends

and a lifetime of
\ memories together 3
Aron Meier ™ cdebationofa Glan Whittaker
Assistant Manager special life. Funeral Director

B?‘Q Proudly offering reward miles on all pre-arrangements

Valleyview Funeral Home

165 Valleyview Road ® 250-765-3147

www.valleyviewfuneralhome.com

David P. Yerema
Lawyer

Personal Injury Law
FRee CONSULTATION

| SalloumWatts

200-1455 Ellis Street, Kelowna
250-861-5678

what the water board o of munici-
was looking for as a re- &r a.hn%s P
sponse. A P h
Nancy Cameron, g to purchase
’ the old CN Rail line

with Tourism Kelow-

from Kelowna through
gj’ aI.EdITom 18{135’ %f Lake Country and to the
feC fn(;nviatie h:lz afr edge of Vernon should
Ol LOMMEICE, NAVE AS0 | 1) oy wwithin the first few
shared thelirenthusdastie | 0 00 of 901 Sarhether
supgort. h they have been success-
Wronhugeayrons ful in buying the corri-
smetts; | ncourage you dor for $22 million from
to participate in the 30 CN
dey-conmlion and But the ramifications
Inckifsimsand o the, PrO™ | ofthe purchase on the
posed regulations being Oleanzan Tndian Band
potio gl (OKIBY, which claims
Lo aow backsote: | o107 ot oven,ill
mgulll(liﬂ_hlﬁ rédl?g ani likely take much longer
WOWC AKE Lo LemINAYou | pefore they become clear.
that if you need assis- ‘And fos me. thi
tance or informationre- | te: br:ci a]lst}sliga
lated to the federal gov- wray torthe lyte 1800s i
ECient, gt want.to gee the biggest story of 2014,
together for a cup of cof- sabaTherais fhe
fee, do not hesitate to Okan. Y but it should
contact my office at 250 agan, ut it $ 10

resonate with all of us
who are living on these
lands that were first in-
habited by First Nations,
before European settlers
moved in.

Kelowna, Lake Coun-
try and the North Oka-
nagan Regional District
will combine to raise
about $15 million of the
$22 million that CN
wants for the corridor.

According to offi-
cials in Kelowna and
Lake Country, the rest
of the money is set to
come from higher lev-
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470-5075 or by email at
ron@cannan.ca.

May you be blessed
with a happy, healthy and
prosperous 2015.

Ron Cannan is the
Conservative MP for
Kelowna-Lake Country.
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Okanagan Rail Corridor process
leaves many questlons unanswered

about our elected officials
at the local level that not
one of them has stood up
and said one thing about
the First Nations’story
in all of this?
. Doesn't anyone have
e the guts to call a spade a
spade?
| No, the municipalities
[ — —L have said this isn'thheir
No Boundaries issue. They say it’s for
= higher levels of govern-
Kevin Parnell m%nt to deal witgh First
Nations.
els of government. The But standing by and
factthat the OKIBland ~ watching First Nations
claim has been ignored get walked on again does
for so long is what has not mean there is no
turned this story from blood on your hands.
awin-win into some- The group invited the
thing that just doesn't OKIB to the table to
feel right. take part in the process.

Sure, T hope that the ‘What did they think?
corridor is saved and is The natives wanted to
turned into something buy their own land back
great. from CN Rail?

CN would have sold it No, that was just due
to private parties other-  diligence by the group so
wise. But what doesitsay  they could say they tried.
about the higher levels of ‘When CN was given

government when they  the land to use as a rail
have ignored the OKIB line, it was supposed to
and its claim to the land ~ be given back to the First
yetthey willstepinand ~ Nations when no longer
throw $7 million to local  used for a rail line. And
municipalities to buy the  now the company is set
land from CN? to profit to the tune of
Andwhat doesitsay ~ $22 million.

For over 120 years the
Okanagan Indian Band
has laid claim to the ter-
ritory that the CN Rail
Line runs through.

In 1877, the feder-
al government designat-
ed it as a reserve, only to
take it back in 1891 and
give it to white ranchers.

Courts have ruled that
First Nations do have
rights to the land.

‘Lake Country May-
or James Baker called ita
mess then and he calls it
amess now. Meanwhile,
OKIB chief Byron Louis
and his band have come
out in opposition to the
deal.

It’s time for the gov-
ernments to deal with
this land claim. It’s time
to right a wrong, not pile
on to the list of atroci-
ties and mistreatment of
First Nations.

It’s time for someone
in local government to
have an opinion on this
other than to say it’s the
opportunity of a lifetime.

Opportunity of a life-
time? Not for the Oka-
nagan Indian Band. For
them, it’s just more of the
same.

@KP_medial

Survey seeks input on how to create
a healthier community in Lake Country

Do you have ideas tem. The group is ask-
about the health services  ing for the public’s help
in Lake Country? to create a healthier, hap-

Do you wish your pier and more inclusive
needs and wants were Lake Country by seeking
heard by someone? the opinions of all local

If'so, the Lake Coun-  citizens to help the soci-
try Health and Planning ety form and prioritize
Society is giving you the  the future health needs
chance to speak up. in this community.

The society is look- Residents can voice
ing to create a commu- their opinion by taking
nity health profile for the Lake Country Com-
Lake Country to help munity Needs Assess-
its citizens better deal ment survey.
with the health care sys- The purpose of the

' SP C Kelowna Shelfer
, 3785 Casorso Road
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gpeaking for Animals 250-861-7722

Sex: Male Th|s is Baby. OK - first off - just to
be clear - Baby is truly much more
Spayed/Neutered: Yes pandsome than this picture - guess
Age: Young Adult thas just wanbtmgha cloae Lllp "
at a spunky boy he is. He loves life
Animal ID: 355041 and will play and chase the
other dogs you may have
visiting just to have fun.
Baby also likes being a lap
dogso you have the best
of both worlds - playful and
cuddly. He knows some
basic commands and is
a well mannered mature
¢ canine, Baby is waiting for
your visit s0 you can both

* fall in love and he can go
., to his new, forever home
- yours? Please ask the
Kelowna SPCA Staff for a
private visit with Baby.

&2
kelowna spca@shaw.ca

survey is to collect in-
formation from the four
wards in Lake Coun-
try to gain a better un-
derstanding of the cur-
rent health and wellness
of local residents.

The information col-
lected will be used to de-
velop a Lake Coun-
try Community Health
Profile, used to develop
programs to improve the
health of the community
and its residents.

The survey is online
at lakecountryhealth.ca
while paper copies can be
found at the group’s of-
fice, 10080 Main St. (be-
hind the police station in
the white building).

To access the sur-
vey online, visit the web-
site and then hover your
mouse over Activities
and then click on the
Lake Country Health
Hub in the drop down
menu. The link to the
survey is there.

All age groups are
welcomed to participate
and more than one per-
son per household can
and is encouraged to fill
out the survey.



