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Boaters will
get to know
their local
inspectors

Province implementing
random checks to keep
out invasive mussels

By RON SEYMOUR
The Daly Courier

The propellers und hulls of
being brought into TL.C. th
summer Will be checked [or an invasive
mussel that poses a visk to provincial
WHTENWS

Government officials in Kelowna on
Tucsday anncunced o $13-million cxpan-
sion of an ongeing program to detect and
prevent the spread of quagea and zebra
musscls.
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“We're going w be m‘)mlonm, this pro-
g ctiveness  how
are .\lu ppe) (md how many are
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Kelowna'’s much-pholographed Ogopogo sculpture downtown: According to a new poll, most people don’t believe the Okanagan's fa-

mous lake monster really exists.

POLL

Like Ogopogo, its believers
are becoming harder to find

More British Columbians
believe in Bigfoot than
0gopogo, according

to Insights West poll

By RON SEYMOUR
The Daily Courier

Ogopogo is o palindrome, which means it's
§ the same backward and for
hc: word 1 xmtrhpd tw
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captired by a really 2ood camer
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Just 16 per cent of B
elieve in Ogopogo, according 1 a new pv].l
released just in time for April Fool's Day.

ke's I'L\L\IUI\) sea serpanl
by

That's far less (han e number of people
whe belicve in UFOs (46 per cent}, believe
that a eure for cancer has been diseoverard
Dut 18 being deliberately withheld from the
public (32 pae cent), or beligve thal Princess
Diana was murered (27 per cent).

Mora Tiritish Columbians even believe in
Bigloot (26 par cent) (ian think Ogopogo i
xoal ncm*hm, to the survey from Insights

‘\hnuq any crazy conspiracy theory you
can name has more adherents than there are
Ogopngo believers,

The numhers might be conswlerad disap.
peinting for those who have fidh in Ogopogo.
Bue Arlens Gaal, a Rualand woman who
counts hersell among hose sho believe
there's sowetling fishy in e lake, is un-
daunted.

“There’s @ certain logie at
rasults,” Gaal, whe has advised ma
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“I think tat figure (f 16 per cent) probably
reflects those who've had scine kind of expe.
rience thes can't explain,” she said.
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Gaal said, “Tut we'll just witk and see what
Tappens this summer.”

As ever.

Lack of meat inspectors a risky
proposition for consumers: union

By The Canadian Press

EDMONTON
ing Canada’s meat insps 5
ical shortage of iuspectors is puuting (he
safety of consuners al risk.

Toh  Kingswon,  president  of  the
Agricullure Uniow, wld a news confer-
caee in Edmonton only 12 of 18 meat
i spaction positions ave filled at
ssing plants m northern Alberia,
mumbers are the same o the Calgary
region.
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eral sanitation mspection work by 50 per
cent.
Kingston suid a lack of fanding 1 ere-
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facilities across Canada, and th
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“The entive heef basker of Canada is in
the same corral,” he said Tuesday.

“This government has a lot o say aboul
ng Canadians and I'm hoping
they realize that thess are more than just
muulmx on paper ... There are lives al
sk~ the real likelihood hat people are
going to

The wnivn, part of the Public Service
Alliance of Canada, released o CFIA doc-
wmene freim Decernber 2014 that calls for
a reduced work plan far inspectors in
northern Alberta.

Kingswon said some i
warrled sick
d.m and urhm s Ty

n

shorlage issue for wore than a year, said
Kingsten, and the government promised
‘money would be coming to fill vacant in-

peetar jobs, Tnstead, he said, the govern-
to eut back v inspections,

Last week, the CFLA announced that
Tilydale was recalling packages of roast
chicken breasis over concerns about pos-
sible Liswerin contamination. The prod-
net was distributed in Ontario, Alberta,
B.C., Manituba and Saskatchewan.

The Edmonton plant that processed the
chicken is getting three inspections o
week and less monitoring, Kingston said.

Tiut all n destined for the United
§hwx comes from plants that are inspect-
12 hours while they ave apen. he
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Boaters will get to know their local
Inspectors

Province implementing random checks to keep out invasive mussels

The propellers and hulls of some boats being brought into B.C. this spring and summer will be
checked for an invasive mussel that poses a risk to provincial waterways.

Government officials in Kelowna on Tuesday announced a $1.3-million expansion of an ongoing
program to detect and prevent the spread of quagga and zebra mussels.

Precise details of the program are still to be worked out, but it’s likely to consist of random checks
at popular boat launches in areas favoured by visitors from Alberta and the U.S. Six auxiliary
conservation officers and three mobile decontamination units have been assigned to the program.

The mussels have never been found in B.C., but they exist in nearby jurisdictions. Should they
establish a presence here, officials say they could threaten native marine species, clog water intake
pipes, foul beaches and increase maintenance costs for power-producing dams.

“This is a major step in our ongoing efforts to keep the province’s ecosystems, hydro stations,
drinking water facilities and salmon populations safe,” Environment Minister Mary Polak said in a press
release.

The Okanagan Basin Water Board has been campaigning for a more aggressive plan to deal with a
potential mussel invasion. Among other things, the OBWB has suggested checkpoints be set up on all
roads leading into the province so conservation officers can check boats being towed into B.C.

“(We) still want to see inspection stations at all entry points on the Alberta border,” OBWB chairman
and West Kelowna Mayor Doug Findlater said.

But he described the government’s beefedup random inspection program as a “good start.”

“We're going to be monitoring this program closely for its effectiveness — how many boats are
stopped and how many are mussel-infested,” Findlater said.

The government will also put up more roadside signage alerting boaters to the dangers posed by
mussels, and encouraging them to make sure their vessels are cleaned, drained and dried before being
transported.
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