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Trustees 
face hard 

budget cut 
decisions 

Kevin Parnell 
kparne l l~ke lownacapnews.com 

Central Okanagan school board trustees are 
pondering several recommendations to make up 
for a $1 .5 million shortfall in education funding 
in its 2015 budget, including increasing the 
amount parents pay to bus their kids to school. 

The school board's finance committee 
heard several cost saving moves from school 
superintendent Hugh Gloster on Wednesday 

night as the district tries to balance its budget by 
increasing some revenue streams and decreasing 
expenses. 

The recommendations at this point are just 
that, as the school board's finance committee 
will meet again next Wednesday for debate 
before the entire school board decides on what 
recommendations to follow at its April 29 board 
meeting. 

"I think it's going to be difficult," said fi nance 
committee chair Lee Mossman. 
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"It's not going to be an easy thing to do and 
we'll try to mitigate the impact to students fi rst 
and foremost." 

When it comes to transportation, it 's being 
recommended to increase the cost for busing 
from $10 to $20 per month ($200 per year) a 
move the district first made in 2009 but then cut 
in half in subsequent years. 

However, putting it back to the $20 per 
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Documentary cites invasive mussel warning 
Kevin Parnell 
kparnell~kelownacapnews.com 

Imagine if we all woke 
up tomorrow and the 
forests of B.C. had been 
ki lled off and turned into 
a vast desert. 

That's what a Vernon 
fi lmmaker says could 
happen to our lakes and 
rivers in a heart-beat 
should the invasive zebra 
and quagga mussels 
arrive in B.C. and infest 
our waterways . . 

Brynne Morrice, an 
actor and filmmaker 
who spli ts his time 
between New York and 
Vernon, has released a 
six-minute documentary 
called Mussel Threat, 
spotlighting the potential 
dangers of the invasive 
mussels on B.C. water 
systems. 

The $5,000 project 
was funded through a 
Kickstarter campaign and 
released in Kelowna on 
Wednesday at a press 
conference held jointly 
by Morrice and the 
Okanagan Basin Water 
Board (OBWB). 

"These mussels, when 
they get into a lake or 
river, they basically turn it 
into an aquatic desert," 
said Morrice via Skype 
from New York. 

"If tomorrow, we 
woke up in B.C. and all 
of our beautiful green, 
lush forests had turned 
into deserts, that would 
be a pretty catastrophic 
change to our province. 

"You have to think of 
these mussels like that. 
They turn the water into 
aquatic deserts. 

"There is nothing left 
except these mussels. The 
communities that have 
experienced this ... there is 
no going back. 

"We would be facing 
a new status quo that 
we would never heal 
from and B.C. would 
be a far less wonderfu l 

"That this is just not 
a minor little change to 
our environment that no 
one will notice. This is a 
catastrophic upheaval in 
our fresh water that will 
affect everybody. 

"I can say that with 
confidence having spent 
six months researching 
this. Ultimately, I hope 
the government wi ll 
really step up and do the 
maximum. Right now I 
think they are doing the 
minimum." 

When it comes to 
government regulations, 
enforcement and funding 
to deal with the invasive · 
mussels (as well as other 
invasive species), there 
is some movement from 
government to try and 
deal with the issues. 

A Vernon actor and filmmaker has made a short documentary called Mussel Threat which outlines the potential devastating impact on 
our Jakes and rivers if invaded by the destructive zebra and quagga mussels. 

Earlier this month, the 
provincial government 
announced a two-year 
$1.3 million program 
that would fund roaming 
teams to inspect and 
decontaminate boats 
identified as a concern 
either at the Canada-US 
border or boats coming 
into B.C. from Alberta. 

place to live and a far less 
wonderful place to visit." 

For the past six months, 
Morrice, 30, traveled to 
areas of North America 
that have suffered from 
infestations of zebra and 
quagga mussels. 

The mussels have been 
found in Lake Winnipeg, 
in North Dakota and as 
close as Nevada, just a 
day and a half drive to 
the B.C. border. They can 
survive outside of water 
for 10 days or in wet 
carpet or the bilge area of 
a boat for up to 30 days. 

Morrice says it wouldn't 
take much for a boat to 
pass through the border, 
into B.C. and zebra, and 
quagga mussels would 
be infesting a local 
lake, devastating the 
ecosystem, eating up the 
plants, killing off native 
species and polluting the 
water with the associated 
algae blooms. 

In fact it's nearly 
happened in our region 
already. In 2012, a boat 

launched into Shuswap 
Lake with quagga mussels 
attached to it. Luckily they 
were dead and did not 
infest the lake. 

Then last March, a boat 
infected by the quagga 
mussels was stopped 
at a border crossing at 
Osoyoos, heading for B.C. 
waters. 

"People who really 
understand, who really 
get this, are up in arms," 
said Morrice. 

"This is a major issue. 
This is going to affect 
the entire province in a 
profound way. 

"Our communities in 
B.C. are built on lakes and 
rivers and this could be 
devastating if we h.ad an 
infestation." 

A graduate of W.L. 
Seaton High School in 
Vernon, Brynne Morrice 
was a typical Okanagan 
resident growing up. 

His grandmother had 
a cabin on Shuswap 
Lake, one of B.c.'s 

great vacation lakes. He 
spent his youth fishing, 
swimming and boating 
around the Okanagan. 

As an actor and 
filmmaker, he has spent 
the past decade trying 
to break into the fi lm 
world, beginning at the 
Kelowna Actors Studio, 
progressing to acting 
school and now to work 
as an actor in New York, 
where he spends parts 
of his year while also 
spending time back in the 
Okanagan. 

During one visit 
home last year, he read 
a newspaper article 
detailing the fight of the 
OBWB against zebra and 
quagga mussels. 

"When I read that 
newspaper article 
explaining the frustrations 
of a group like the 
Okanagan Basin Water 
Board, I .saw a need for a 
project like this," he said 
of his movie. 

"After two years of 
raising alarms there 

wasn't any assertive 
protective measures being 
taken on our borders 
to protect us from the 
mussels. Having grown 
up in the valley, what 
we have here is pretty 
important, and I was 
quite honestly frightened 
about the possibility, and 
as I looked into it more 
and more I became even 
more worried." 

With just 20 bucks 
in his wallet, Morrice 
approached the OBWB 
with an idea for a 
documentary, allowing 
him to get in touch with 
experts to interview for 
the project. 

He took the idea for 
the film to the online 
community using 
Kickstarter, the web­
based funding source 
which solicits donations 
from the public. 

Within three days, 
he had raised $2,000 
and within 30 days that 
increased to $5,000. 

He then traveled to 

places in the U.S. that 
are dealing with the 
devastating effects of an 
infestation of the mussels. 

He saw first-hand what 
kind of deadly effect they 
have on lakes and rivers. 

He talked to people 
in B.C. who are pushing 
government to expand 
its detection policies 
and increase security at 
the border with Alberta 
and at the Canada-US 
border between B.C. and 
Washington. 

What he came away 
with was enough 
information for a much 
larger feature. But he 
pared it down to six 
minutes in the hopes 
more people would see it 
and hear the message. 

"I hope it reaches the 
people who haven't heard 
about this before and 
to the people who have 
heard about this, I hope 
it gives them a really clear 
understanding of what 
we are talking about," 
Morrice said. 

Last December, the 
federal government 
announced new invasive 
species legislation that 
would make it illegal to 
bring an invasive species 
over the border. 

However, that 
legislation has yet to 
make it into law as 
another boating season 
begins. It's a complex 
issue with multiple 
jurisdictions including 
provinces, the federal 
government, several US 
states, a group known 
as the Pacific Northwest 
Economic Region and 
local governments all 
working towards a 
solution to the increasing 
problem of invasive 
species. 
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OBWB: Mussel detection efforts still fall short 
WARNING FROM A3 

Kelowna-Mission MLA Steve 
Thomson says government is 
trying to be proactive on the 
issue. 

"We think we have responded 
with a significant investment," 
he said. 

"This new funding will allow 
us to build capacity, experience 
and additional partnerships 
to expand the program in the 
future. 

"It's part of a perimeter 
strategy that we continue 
to develop. I think everyone 
is nervous (about zebra and 

quagga mussels). That's why 
there has been a real effort on 
the part of local governments 
and others like the Okanagan 
Basin Water Board to look to 
the province to put additional 
resources into the program. 

"We recognize this is a 
foundation to build longer­
term funding for a sustainable 
program because the risks will 
continue to be there." 

While the wait is on for the 
new federal legislation to come 
into place giving more tools 
for action against boaters who 
bring invasive species into B.C., 
the new roaming teams as well 

as information such as highway 
signs will be in place this year. 

For the OBWB, the reaction of 
government on this issue is still 
not enough. 

"I think we are still in a 
position to make sure we are 
never dealing with what has 
happened in other areas where 
the mussels have gone through," 
said Juliette Cunningham, OBWB 
vice-chair. 

"I think sometimes people 
think we are exaggerating 
the issue and I think that's 
unfortunate. When the province 
announced they were putting 
$1.3 million over two years, we 

certainly didn't feel that was 
adequate. That's not what we 
asked for. 

"We are asking our borders be 
manned with the equipment and 
the training required to make 
sure (the mussels) never come 
into our province. 

"The OBWB feels very 
strongly that the reaction from 
government is not strong 
enough." 

You can find out much more 
on zebra and quagga mussels 
online at dontmoveamussel.ca 

Find Morrice's documentary at 
https://vimeo.com/125057151. 
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What's in Your 
Beauty Products? 

The average 
woman applies 

more than 
500 chemicals 

daily. 

Every day millions of women slap on body moisturizer, 
apply lipstick or mascara without a second thought 
about what they are putting on their skin. A study 
from the UK claims that the average woman applies 
more than 500 chemicals to her body every day dur­
ing her beauty routine. 

Why should you be concerned? 
Chemicals such as parabens (a synthetic preserva­
tive in everything from toothpaste to shampoo) and 
phthalates (a class of chemicals that are found in 
many "fragranced" beauty products such as lotions, 
perfumes and deodorants) are classified as xenoestro­
gens. Xenoestrogens mimic our natural estrogens cre­
ating hormone chaos by increasing the total amount 
of estrogen, resulting in a condition called estrogen 
dominance. Estrogen dominance has been implicated 
in many conditions including: breast and prostate can­
cer, obesity, infertility, endometriosis, uterine fibroids, 
early onset puberty, hormonal acne and PMS. 

Support the Canadian • 
Women's l=oundation II"' 
by Purchasing 
ct> WOMEN SENSE' 

CAHAOWI 
\'.'OHfN'S 
f(J!JrWA1 1 0t~ 

CO Preferred Nutrition 

Xeno-Detox Every Day 
~stroSense is a comprehensive liver detoxifier that 
gently supports the elimination of harmful environ­
mental toxins and helps to bring back hormone syn­
ergy. Along with other key ingredients, ~stroSense 
contains milk thistle which is one of the most re­
searched herbs when it comes to liver detoxification 
and liver cell regeneration. Curcumin, indole-3-car­
binol, sulforaphane, calcium-d-glucarate, green tea 
extract, lycopene and rosemary extract are all very 
effective for supporting healthy hormone balance. 

So starting now, read labels and stay informed, check 
out The Environmental Working Group website www. 
ewg.org as well as Campaign for Safe Cosmetics www. 
safecosmetics.org for more information about how 
you can protect yourself. 

Add EstroSense® with Milk Thistle Extract to your 
daily routine! 

A Healthy Liver= Healthy 
Hormones = Happy You 
Exclusively at Health Food Stores 
and Select Natural Pharmacies 
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4D extended cab, 
25,498 km, 
5-speed auto, 
4.0L V6, 4WD 
STKIU-3074' 

.SALE PR/CE 

$16,900 
2006 PONTIAC 
~@Ji/ 

STKI 545· 1200A 

.SALE PR/CE 

$9,197 

2.4L, 4 Cy/., 
ONLY 65 000 km 
5-speed manual 

STXl5351361A 

.2007 M'AZDA ----- ~~ 
5-speed auto, 
Extended cab, 

4WD, 146,216 kms 
STKI 5449221C 

'$12,4L90 
2070MAZDA 
~@%I) 
40 sedan, 65,400 km, -""'-~-.,. 
5-speed sport 
mode auto, 
2.0L 4-cy/ 
STKl525·1316B· ~ 
.SALE PR/CE 

$12,990 
~006MAZDA 

'~~'!!!!lo! ....... ~',/. ' 

,§]@Ji/ 
2.3L /-4 Cy/., 

5-speed auto, 
91,434kms 

STKIU-3063' 

$10,990 
200BMAZDA 
~=§'~~ 
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