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V¥V INVASIVE SPECIES

Clark government seems OK with trying to
get rid of mussels after they're in our lakes

Open letter to
Madame Premier:

I'm a B.C.-based film-
maker, born and raised
here. I love our province
deeply. I love our people,
I love our culture, and
most of all I love the un-
paralleled natural beauty
that defines our province.

Last summer, I learn-
ed of the imminent
threat that zebra and
quagga mussels pose to
our province.

‘While I sat with my
family on an idyllic B.C.
beach next to a sparkling
lake filled with people
swimming, boating, and
fishing, I realized that
everything in front of me
would be destroyed if the
mussels got into B.C.

Thad to do something,
so I decided to make a
short film. At the time,
Tassumed that the gov-
ernment of B.C. must
simply be unaware of
this threat, or at least un-
aware of its magnitude.

T hoped that my film
would help change this.

You can watch the
five-minute film at www.
protectourfreshwater.ca.

T know now that your
government is aware.
However, for some rea-
son, you have dedicat-
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ed a mere $1.3 million,
spread out over three
years, to combat a prob-
lem that has cost over $6
billion in North America
so far, and has been a tra-
gedy for every commun-
ity that has faced it.

Your current action
plan is entitled, Ear-

Iy Detection and Rapid
Response.

Thisis based ona
glaring falsehood. In 25
years, in hundreds of
lakes and rivers across
North America, it has
been proven again and
again that eradication
does not exist.

Zebra and quag-
ga mussels, once in a
lake or river, cannot be
stopped. Since this in an
established, well-known
fact, let me ask you this:
What exactly are you
planning to rapidly re-
spond with?

Prevention is the only
option. Period. The only
way to protect our prov-
ince is to stop and in-
spect every single boat
that crosses our borders.
If'you miss even one
boat, that could be the
boat that causes a catas-
trophe in our province.

You said on CTV
News that with your cur-
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rent preventative pro-
gram of three roving in-
spection teams, you are
“watching to see what
works.”

Let me point out what
should be obvious. If any
part of your program
doesn't “work,” the re-
sult will be the infesta-
tion and subsequent de-
struction of our lakes and
rivers. Putting out a half-
hearted ‘test’ program is
not a luxury that British
Columbians can afford.
Failure is simply not an
option. The only thing
that will work is 100 per
cent border protection.
Everyday that you resist
doing what is necessary
and right, you gamble
with the future of every
community in B.C.

You have said that you
are working with other
provinces and states to
alert you if a contamin-
ated boat is incoming,
So you are outsourcing
the protection of B.C.
to outside jurisdictions
which have their own
lakes and rivers to worry
about. Wouldn't it make
sense, considering what
is at stake, to work with
them and have man-
datory, permanent in-
spection stations at our
borders—the same as
what Alberta and several
other jurisdictions have?

You have said you will
continue to review the
program and see if more
action is needed. Time
is not a Iuxury we have.
Anytime this summer or
next, a boat could eas-

ily slip past your very
weak border defence

and launch in our wat-
ers. Then, your only op-
tion will be to sit back
and watch as the mussels
inevitably spread to every
lake and river in B.C.

The freshwater eco-
systems of our prov-
ince will be turned up-
side down. The salmon,
trout, and kokanee will
all but disappear. Our
beaches, riverbeds and
lake floors will be a car-
pet of razor-sharp shells.
As the mussels invade
our drinking-water sys-
tems, agricultural irrig-
ation systems, fire-sup-
pression systems, and
hydroelectric dams, every
B.C. resident will face
steep increases in taxes
and bills. Perhaps worst
of all, our lakes and riv-
ers, central to our iden-
tity and way-of-life, will
become unrecogniz-
able. The damage will be
permanent.

You have the power
and the resources to pre-
vent this. The people
of B.C. are calling for
action. This is an emer-
gency and should be
treated as such. Why do
you delay? Why are you
not doing the absolute
maximum to protect our
province?

Is B.C.not worth it
to you?

Brynne Morrice,
Vernon

V¥ PRECIOUS RESOURCE

Public flower beds are the
biggest water wasters of all

To the editor: water management.

I frequently drive There needs to be a
Hwy. 97 from Lake hot-line established to
Country to Kelowna,in  report such waste of a
the early morning hours.  ‘regulated’resource as

Theamount of water ~ precious as our water
that accumulatesonthe  supply.
roadway from the irriga-
tion systems in the cen-

tre meridian is astonish-

4

ing to me. At times the 1 have experi-
intersection at Sexsmith enced significant
Roac'l. has been wet from hydroplaning
one side to the other. . :
That'’s a lot of pavement. W]’J'_Lle my wind-

What's the deal? shield wipers

Is the intention to were clearing
propagate more as-
phalt? Are you supplying e f}lomy ﬁEH}
free car washes? Offer- &no ; eryelicie;
ing wiper blade testing? Thats a ot of
Dust control? Challen- water.
ging hydroplaning driv-
er skills?

Would the accident Tlaugh at the ridicu-
report claim road condi-  lousness of literature be-
tions were bareand dry  ing distributed and web-
orbareand dryandwet  sites created by local gov-
in certain sections? ernments to supposedly

T have experienced educate the public and
significant hydroplan- promote proper water
ing while my wind- use and conservation
shield wipers were clear-  when this situation con-
ing the spray from an- tinues season after sea-
other vehicle. That'salot  son after season.
of water. The Okanagan

Sidewalks and park- WaterWise website rec-
ing lots are also being ommends landscaping
watered with precise, with native species, using
timed regularity. There xeriscape landscaping
are many areas of walk- and not competing with
ways made impassable by  areas which receive more
the overwatering of use-  natural precipitation, like
less strips of grass. Not Vancouver or Seattle.
many pedestrians require It also recommends to
safe passage in the ear- check irrigation systems
ly hours, but it would ap-  to ensure everything is
pear sidewalks are only operating efficiently: ‘Are
open during certain the sprinklers watering
hours. the sidewalks or park-

Tam sure thisstretch  ing lot?”’
of road is but one ex- The City of Kelow-
ample of extremely poor  na Water Regulation By-
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law reads: “No property
owner shall cause or per-
mit water resulting from
an outdoor landscape ir-
rigation system to flow
wastefully on to non-ir-
rigated areas, walks,
roadways or structures.”

Another part states:
“No person shall cause or
permit water to be dis-
charged from the City
‘Water Utility for no use-
ful purpose.”

Is the city exempt
from its own bylaw?

Perhaps “smart con-
trollers” should be in-
stalled in the roadways
to measure the moisture
content of the pavement
or road shoulders.

Do the landscaping
materials and the irriga-
tion systems in the me-
ridians and along the
roadsides correspond
with the recommen-
dations cited in the by-
law and the WaterSmart
program?

Do the estimated cal-
culations for landscape
water use include the in-
credible waste of water
in the “landscape water
budget”(maximum al-
lowable annual water
usage for an outdoor
landscape.)?

Are these wasteful acts
included in the calcula-
tions and statistics of the
City of Kelowna’s Water
Sustainability Plan?

There is no water pro-
vider specifically as-
signed to Hwy. 97 as per
any maps provided by
the Kelowna Joint Water
Committee.

I encourage a Water-
Smart representative to
drive Hwy. 97, south-
bound, from Edwards
Road onward, between
4 and 5 a.m. for an es-
timated, tiny sampling
of very UN-smart, very
UN-wise water usage.

C. Muir,
Lake Country

18 Hole, Par 72 Course
on front 9 - play with regular
soccer ball in about 2 hours.

FRIDAY / SATURDAY / SUNDAY
late afternoons - visit website (Specials
section) or call for current start times

Kids - $10
Adults - $15 (playing with kids)
$20 (without kids)

David P. Yerema
Lawyer

Civil Litigation Services
Free CONSULTATION

Wl SalloumWatts

200-1455 Ellis Street, Kelowna
250-861-5678

www.KelownaSprings.com

250-765-4653

Monday - Friday 9am-6pm e Saturday 9am-5pm
BISON INSIDE ROUND ROAST 9
OR SIRLOINTIP........... $22.90/kg $ 103 1B

PORK SHOULDER BUTT $ /04

ROAST BONELESS..... s5.50/xg 4 13

BISON SMOKIES OR $489

BISON FARMER SAUSAGE...* 1 %10 cx

EURQOPEAN STYLE

HOT DOGS e
Just 10 minutes north of the airport at

530 Beaver Lake Rd., Winfield e 250-766-4463

www.sundownermeatsanddeli.com




