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~ Don’t expect local
e iR taxpayers to pay
e viwsze for mussel invasion,
- OBWB warns province

" Board worries province will shirk
responsibility for mussels as it did
i : 3

ment on zebra and quagga mussels approved
last Thursday by the Okanagan Basin Water
Board (OBWB). The board represents region-
al districts and municipalities throughout the
Okanagan. .
“The OBWB will not accept responsibility for
- the long-term treatment, mitigation or control
of zebra or quagga mussels if the province fails
to enact appropriate prevention measures and
consequently the species are introduced,” the
OBWAB said in a resolution attached to the posi- -
tion statement.

This is exactly what happened when Eur-
asian milfoil invaded the Okanagan lakes, said
the statement, drafted by James Littley, office
and project manager for the OBWB.

The program to control milfoil has cost
Okanagan taxpayers more than $10 million
over the past four decades, while the province
has contributed less than $8 million.

There has been no provincial funding in the
= last 15 years, leaving local taxpayers on the
- i : eRivesrsTe  hook, Littley wrote. »
MEMBERS OF THE Black Widow Rope Spinners demonstration team brought their talents to the 50+ Activity Centre in Peachland on May 22. The OBWB estimates that the cost of manag-
The group, which consists of members aged five - 15 and adults delighted the audience as the evening’s after dinner entertainment following the
centre’s monthly potluck dinner. To see more photos from this event turn to page 15. ; See PROVINCIAL MUSSEL PROGRAM on page 8
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Provincial mussel program doesn’t go far enough OBWB says

Continued from page 1

ing an invasion of

mussels would be
about $43 million
annually.

“While AIS [aquat-
ic invasive species]
prevention is clear-
ly the responsibility
of the province, the
milfoil program has
shown that there is
no appetite at the
provincial level for
long-term  control
and management of
these species once
they are established,”
Littley wrote. “The
position of the prov-
ince is that once
these species are in-
troduced and cannot
be eradicated, the re-
sponsibility falls on
the local government
to provide con-
trol and mitigation.
There is no way to
eradicate an infesta-
tion of these species.
If they get here, lo-
cal governments and
local taxpayers will
be on the financial

hook.”
On March 31, the
provincial govern-

ment announced $1.3
million over three

* years to fund three

roving  inspection
and decontamma~
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tion stations as well
as public awareness.
Recreational
boaters who fail
to decontaminate
their boats after us-
ing them in infested
waterways are the
main cause of mus-

sels being spread.
Zebra mussels have
reached Lake Winni-
peg in Manitoba and
quagga mussels have

reached a number of

waterways in the U.S.
Southwest.
The OBWB, howev-

ry needs to relocate to a new Sp’lce'

vill go

towards pu

er, says the recently
announced provin-
cial program doesn’t
go far enough.

They are calling on
the provincial gov-
ernment to establish
permanent,  man-
datory  inspection
stations at each of
the five main high-
way border crossings
from Alberta.

The OBWB is also
calling on the fed-
eral government to
finish the process
of empowering the
Canada Border Ser-
vices Agency (CBSA)
to prevent mussels
being introduced

via border crossings
from the U.S.
The OBWB wants
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CBSA inspectors to
“apply the Uniform
Minimum Protocols
and Standards for
Watercraft Intercep-
tion Programs for
Dreissenid Mussels
for every boat cross-
ing the border into
B.C.

This, 'said Littley,
is. ‘a’ flowchart of
-questions posed to
boaters that could
result in a quick in-
spection if the boat
has been in infested
waters.

Federal regu-
lations under the
Fisheries Act that
‘would empower bor-
der inspectors to
stop and detain in-
fected boats have
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been mired in bu-
reaucracy for years,
but now just need to
be published in Can-
ada Gazette Part 2 in
order to be enacted.
A spokesperson for
the federal Depart-
ment of Fisheries and

Oceans (DFQ) was
unable to say when
those regulations

might be enacted.
“Work on the regu-
lation is continuing,”
said David Walters,
DFO media rela-
tions, in an email. “In
terms of the legisla-
tive process, it would
be premature to
speculate when the
regulations  would
come into force as all
comments received
from the public are
currently being con-
sidered before policy
directions are final-
ized and revisions, if
needed, are made to
the regulations.”
Littley said the
OBWB has heard the
federal regulations

could be adopted in
May or June.
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“Hopefully  that
happens,” he said.
“But we’re not hold-
ing our breath given
how long it’s taken in

the past.”

Littley acknowl-
edged that OBWB
and local taxpay-

ers might still be on
the hook if mussels
invade, despite the
resolution  warning
the province local -
governments won't
take  responsibili-
ty if the province
doesn’t enact appro-
priate prevention
measures.

“The board recog-
nizes that in the long .
term we may be on
the hook,” said Lit-
tley.  “Realistically
we don’t have the au-
thority to say we’re
not going to do it, but
what we’re saying-is
there should be no
reason for us to have
to accept responsi—
bility if the province
didn’t do its job. It's a
political statement to
say ‘Get your act to-
gether.”




