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Tougher stance on mussels

RICHARD ROLKE
Morning Star Staff

The Okanagan Basin Water Board is strengthen-
ing its case against invasive mussels.

On Tuesday, directors upgraded their position
on zebra and quagga mussels and the potential risk
the species poses to Okanagan
waterways.

“We are trying to put pres-
sure on the provincial govern-
ment to do more and have
five inspection stations,” said
director Juliette Cunningham.

“There is a cost if we don’t
stop them (mussels) from
arriving here”

It's believed the annual
impact to government, businesses and residents
could be more than $43 million if the mussels take
hold in local lakes.

“This scenario has played out across watersheds
throughout North America, where ecosystems and
local economies have been drastically altered by
these invaders,” states OBWB’s position statement.

Zebra and quagga mussels are native to eastern
Europe and they have spread across North America
since the 1980s.

They clog water intake pipes, pumps and boat
motors. They also deplete food sources for fish and
produce toxins that kill fish and birds and contami-

Cunningham

nate drinking water.

As part of the changes to the position statement,
the board is calling on the provincial government
to fund permanent, mandatory inspection stations
for boats at the five major crossings between B.C.
and Alberta.

In March, Victoria announced three mobile sta-
tions.

“OBWB strongly urges the provincial govern-
ment to consider the cost to the province and local
governments for the long-term treatment, mitiga-
tion or control of zebra or quagga mussels if the
province fails to enact appropriate prevention mea-
sures and consequently the species are introduced,”
says the position statement.

“We call on the province to commit to funding
all treatment and containment programs in infested
waters should an invasion occur”

While the government may be concerned
about the cost of running monitoring stations,
Cunningham says the budget could come from a
boater-pay sticker program, similar to those in the
Us.

“Those with watercraft pay and it seems effec-
tive. ’'m not sure why the province is reluctant to
look at that,” she said.

OBWSB also wants water utilities to review what
upgrades and maintenance measures will be need-
ed if the mussels arrive and ways to prevent service
interruptions.

OBWSB pushes for algae protocol

RICHARD ROLKE
Morning Star Staff

New measures are being demanded to fight a
potential threat to water quality.

Okanagan Basin Water Board directors voted
Tuesday to write the Ministry of Health and request
that a blue green algae response protocol be com-
pleted for communities.

“There’s nothing in place for municipalities or
water utilities to react,” said Anna Warwick Sears,
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OBWSB executive director.

“There’s a draft (of the protocol) in place, sitting
on the desk of the deputy minister of health”

It was anticipated the ministry’s response proto-
col would be released in the spring.

The process began after a blue green algae bloom
on Osoyoos Lake in 2013 and
blooms on high elevation lakes
near Summerland and West
Kelowna.

Growth of blue-green algae
is often triggered by phos-
phorus pollution combined
with stable weather and warm
water temperatures.

“The one-celled organisms
divide rapidly, forming a nox-
ious, pea soup or oil slick appearance on the water.
Wind or wave action can disperse the bloom. Only
certain species produce toxins, but it’s not possible
to identify them by sight, so lab tests are necessary;’
states the OBWB website.

There is a concern that an outbreak of the algae
could negatively impact beaches and water intakes.

While the Ministry of Health continues to
review the proposed protocol, some OBWB offi-
cials believe they should notify municipal staff
about the issue.

“We should take a leadership role,” said director
Tracy Gray.

“It's important to reiterate that those people
know what to look for”

Response to an algae bloom appears limited.

“You can't disperse the bloom but you can close
a beach,” said Warwick Sears.

Tracy Gray
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