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Don't let |rr|gat|on systems get Iazy

g SLEEVES
Subrnitbed

Aubomatic ITTignben systems ar
a real fime-saver for those with
propery b maimtam, but they can't
be just imiored atter they ve been
irgalled — sl regidar moming
15 especially importunt wuder this
vear's arought conditions, aocord-
i I the gxperts,

Comipatsents wear sut, becemse
dansiped, st mbdsed out of pos-
tion and the system atself showld be
seb up to respond e seasonal and
wither chanpes,

Automated amigation systems
niced o hitle pridmice soid momstor
ing 10 ensure they're m wastmg
water In fizct, it would be wise o
do a check on the system onog a
nwnth, sgpests Bruce Naka, o cer-
tefied irvigation svstend desizier snd
consultanl, He bas more than 25
years” experivnce in the area and is
cerificd by the [mpation Industry
Aszociaten of BC {ILABC).

The fisst thing w0 Lok tee is
spets in vour landscape that are
cither too wer or tow dry after the
avazem los been oo, ln particular,
he suggests you muke sune it's mis
watering concrety, asphall or sid-
i, I somme caser, o sprinkler head
JLh: nesds o b pdjnssed, bat in ofb-
wrd, 1 coudd b wor out arsd need
replging.

“ed1 can save oeney auwd oon-
serve wiker by ensunng your sys-
tern is working right.” he says,

Under dreaghe coslivens such
& the valley is experiencing this
year, von may wish e off the
aones Ut water your lawn and
let he grass go deemans for the
remuainder of the sesgon, or vl
mury decide we owater the loam less
often A mate of tharb is lawns need
Just over an inch of water a week
{Coatzct your local water wtilite for
a Make Warer Work water-risor-
i Frishee, o pul ol @ 6o aan, 1o

mwastre how muoch it gets now.)

Homwwver, Maka points oat it's
impartant we knew what type of soil
e Lwn ds an [owoondd need less
if it's moa clay 2oil base, and mose
it i ==md or gravel.

“Lawn will cpose back, Many
trees amd shmabs won™t. So, 10 gse
the water you have oot efficeently,
concentrite on the shrubs mnd let
the lown ger™ b advises. Consenve
waber by cusiriing Your dnigation
system uses drip irrigation for trees
arnd shinalbss,

He alse recommignds trmanming
vl plancs to be droaght-tolerant
by not providing thsem with meee
than the minirmum amount of wiker
they newd to sumvive, That way,
they will grow deep roets am be
hizalthicr everall.

If you're leoking st wstallog
an automatic rngation system, be
recoinmeeids you Jeok for & ceri-
tred comtractor, Cio o e [ARC
website for o list: imigabeobe.com

Ask vour astaller abour Begh
ellcieney nowrles 2md you ensure
v are familiar with the ceatsol-
ler and that you can prosram it
before the contractor is finshad
They showld alse provide vou with
a drvwing of the system, meluding
where all the valves are, so you cin
shour thern off, iF necessany.

It purchasing a bomse, ask tor a
moap of the svitem showing where
thy valves mud sprnkler hends ame,

Most svsterns oy have rain
setaors Which e be added, 5o 1hke
system shuts down when there's
eacagh rain; and theres a mini
wenther statiom which cam be 2dded
wosome, which measures evapo-
DrarSpiralion rales, S0 Waer use is
reducad when it's cosler out.

With 24 per cent of all water
s va household lwns and gar
e, and less water available per
prson than amywhers m Carsada,
alley reswdents are encmiraed 1o

Submitted

Bruce Maka illustratas an inafficlent sprinkler haad,

reduce outdeor water use this sum-
Fler.

Take the pledpe 10 Make Water
Work at waw MakeWaterWork.ca
Tor yoir Clizmice 1o Wi pver 55,00
m prizes, mehalmz a Gramd
Freize of a 56,000 Water'Wise

yard uparnde!
Take the pledae o
. Water

plants. Mot pavemymt,

*Water berween dusk and
dmw,

+[hon't s Lt it Grow,
L s -8 cm {223 ach-
s eall,

sLeave zmes clippings as

mulch.
+Top dress with compost; ad
*Chanpe ot some bown for
dronght-tolerant trf andfor native
ansd loow-water varsety plais,

Make Water Hork Is ge frifioe
vy af the Oaiagan Basdr Waeer
Booed arsd iitg Cavizpran HaterFive
[HEETaT
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