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Nominate a Kamloops Business 
In 20 i 5, OkcneE,an Life magazine's Be~t of the Ok.cnag3n av1.;ird's will extend int o the Thompson region . 

We're calling en Kam!oops resident!; to nom ir.ai::e m eir fav0:iurii::e busin e~!i :::o cp pe.ar on our ballo:. 

Mussel Inspection Training Turns Real When 
Infested Boat Shows Up 

Those ac:endlrg an i vasl\•e mussel inspection wo rkshop :his week gm more :han expected when a boa : 

car rying th: concerning mo!luscs showed up for an c:ctua l inspection and decon":amina!ion. 

Th~ •:.,i orksho p, !-:~Id in Ko:::lo·una's Cook Sm:c: Sea~ Laur.ch parking le: ~.fo·nd.3y, was organ iz-!d by the 

Okandg,m 8.3sln 'Nar~r Board and i~ W.ace:rWise Program's .. Don': Move,!:,,. .'11 u:sse l" in iti~tiv-e in 

p3n:ner::;hlp •::Ith :he B.C. r·/iin lstry of =:nvironmen:. le was geared to marrna c d ya ch: club operators but 

induCed RCMP b.cat program ar.d loca l gove:mmem bt.aw s:aff. as w~ll as Okan..!lgan Nar.lon Alliance 

fishen es repre::;en:a::r.tes. 

wit .. ·..-:.s an incredible opportunity ::o view the aaual mu ssels on a boat first·hand a n d :hen discover just 

h ow h ard it is ::o derea the ... no :ed OBWB Operations a nd P(ojea Manager James Liciey. 

,!s. it turns out, en Ontario couple o·vvns :h e boat and i5 now moving :o the Lov;e r Main land. The b oat •l.'a 5 

moore d in ze b ra m•.JS!eHnfested rud eau Ccnal fo r a couple months before being mmsporred :o its new 

h ome. TI:e o·.vner ir.spected :he bo.!!t in Om~rio l:e:fore le~·; ing r.hat province. The boat was then stopped 

thi:-: past v:eekend by Alberta. inspectors and, w hen mus5els -..vere found, ii: was deconcaminau:d. Alber.a 

fo llo·::ed up .!! nd Ci!lled the 5.C. Conserv.., jon Office (C.0. }, in charge of inspecticn and decont.!mlnatlon 

in S.C., to tell them a boa: was on i :s 1:.-cy. The bearer w~:; ;:hen ordered to com e :::o Kelowna for a fc llo·:;

up in spec-·on . Th'!!' boat pulled ir.:o the parking lot w he r.e : he rraln ing was: taking place ~nd within a.few 

mlnu.:es. 3.C. ir.speaor!i d-!-:ecced se:ve ra l S!lnd grain·sized m u:;sels aroun d die boat's legs. trim·::abs and 

props. 

Th~ boat had re:por.:edly bee r. out of water fo r 30 day!i and properly d rained. Sr.ill , nor. taking <!ny 

cha nces, .!her r.he in!ipe ction in the parking lot and :aking a !iamp!e. the boat ·::as moved to a gra•Jel 

lo c~ :!on fo r decontamination. The mussel s~mples have b ee:n !iem co a lab :o be ~sted to d etermine if 
they .. ·1ere ~Jive or nc:. I~ is illegal in 3.C. co transport :ne mussels dead or aliv~. ;..ccording :o provincial 

s ::aff, :her~ h 3ve been a:: Jeas-t i 5 high· ri:s k boa:s decomaminaced in 3.C. so far this summer_ Fu rther 

:es::Jng !>ugges:s n one: had lt·1e mu:;sels . Howeve r, several fines ha•Je beer. issued, includrng for fo ilu re r.o 

!i:op ac an in:;pec:ion sradon. Some boa:s have also been qua ra ntlr.ed : o ensure they •:.:ere out of the 

wa:e: r and dry for 30 doy;;. 

Ne:·:ts of th is late.:St incident h.!ls left OBW9 Chair Doug Find later sh~king his head. "\'Vh il e: B.C.':S 

Ccn !ier:~tlon Offi cer te:c?: m is cooscienr.lous c3;nd cakir:g chis seriously, we. 5 , II don't have a lock down 

system in place. 

''Th e: fact :hat this boar had ::o go :hrough -:.·10 inspec:ions and decontaminations, shows how difficu lt it is 

rn figh: this. v .. ·e. are going :ob~ successful in keeping these mussels ou : of our wc.:ers. it. \'.till :ab:~ 

serious vigilance . 

.. VVi! ue ~II re!yinz on ocher~ to le: us kno i.'.' •;,;hen an ai:-rlsk w~:erc(~ f: is coming in:o 8.C. An d •:.•e're 

relying on an honour sys::em,·• ~dded Fin d later. "This boater wa;. a:Sked m find their way to Ke.loo.·ma co be 

checked and th ey did. Tha ::'s grea :,. bu: v•hac if :hey hadn't, and what if r.hey had live m us;;els and 

lau nched :heir beat in 8.C.?' 

L:.s: March, t e provlr.ce announced S575,000 in 2015-16 t•) h elp figh: t he mus!:els, ~·11th the majori:y of 

::he fu n ding going co three roving lr.!Opeaion cr~ ·ns (wir.h ':'N O CO:;- each). ,l\no:her three roving teams INere 

announc~d in July, th :nk!i co fundin5 from Colum~la Ba!: In Tru:St. While the Wa ::r:r Board is $upportl•Je of 

roving inspection ;;;:e:ions. it h as beer: calling for p erman~nt and mandatcry station;;, as has been done 

in Al bert.3 a n d m .51"'.y other U.S. juri!Odiccio ns. ln particular, the OBWB h~~ called for stacion!i a: the f ive 

m ain highv.:ay entry FCim!i" on the B.C.-.!.,lber.a border. Last ye.a r, : he province e!itimated an effectiv e: 

in!ipecrion pro,5ra m •: .. curd be about 52.L m il lfon per ~1eu (15 ;;:a:ions at a cost of 560,000 · 5160,000 each 

per year). R~earch conductc?d forrhe OBV./B estimates t:he cost of an infestai:ion 'Nould be S-'3 million to 

:he 0 ~nago?i n a lone. 

"'\Ve. kr.o·u th e cos: of preve ncio i!i much le!t!i" than the cost if the mussels get in," Findl.!ter said . ""Ne are 

looking fo rvvard to talklr:g \.'.'lti1 the province at the Union of EC Munl c:ipali ties canvencron In September, 

pushing for better fun ding ar.d s:ranger actfon." 

\Vn ile boa:s remeln :ne most cc mon 1: .. a y the mussels hitchh ike e n d infest ne\v water bodie::.:, theyv:fll 

a:tach : o any he rd ;;urface ir:d udir.g paddleboa.rd !O, kaye ks, fi:::;h ing gear, lifej.;cketz. etc. 

For more en &.:::- ris k! lnva!:ive mussels pose to tii e Oka nagan ~ nd pr ..:: vencion : ps v i!iit 

'M•.".v.DontMoveAMuss~l.cc. 

A re minder chat Tie OSWB's ..=..nn ua l Mee::ing is Sept. 4. Keynote !tpe.!!ker is Ju lid Le·u, w ith the Southern 

f\!evada Water Autho rity. le·:.• will be presen:ing on &le a.gency's !n•1asive mu~::el response and 

man ?gemenc rn Lake Mead. De::a tls at: •:.'\~,-..\•.obw'b.c'l!/ann ua l·meettng·september·4·2015/ 
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