Pair water with plants
suitable to dry climate

Judie Stesves
Submitted

Waler is nod necesary 1o creale colour and
beauty 1n vour home landscapes, according 1o Eva
Andonijevic, community prograns direcior for the
Friende of the Summetdand Ormemental Gardens
(SR,

“Droughi-lolerant landscapes are nod just gravel
et vucea. They ¢an be vibeant with colown,”™ she
says, pointng 1o the Welcome Garden, where sumplz
white [lowers of'a Japancse aster fonn a bright elowd
beside 1he vibrant rose-coloured fleece Mower, with
a tall clustzr of golden lace i the backoround.

This 15 npw a more droaghi-iolerant percnmial
bed, replanted in 2012 0 “refloct the environmzntal
cllics ol today's gardeners”” commenis Anlonijevic,
“Urardens pemsrzlly reflect the cumrent mores of
socictly,” she adds

Before thet it was a rose garden, but all the
rosos were lost tn the wanter of 2000-2011 and the
decizion was mads 1o transition it 13 cxperimenial
walzr-saving porenmals. There was a waler savings
of 63000 Iires of water m the first vear, enough 1o
{ill & swimming poal.

Even il veu're not willimg o bl 1o cut out all
vouar waier usz on culdoor landscapes, reducing the
around of ouisids walering ks josi &s imponant moihe
dry Okanagan valley, whene water 15 2 parculardy
precious commadily, she beheves.

Since Anlomdjevic staned work at the 13-zcre
ormamental garden fowr veers ago, she has taken
sizps lo reduce waier use, cxcopt in the mnovative
2 5F-acre xenscaps ganden staned by Bnan Streich
in 1291, Tz sill dhe first and largest seniscaps
demonstration garden in the country, she notez watl
pride.

Effons have alsp been made 1o waler maore
clhcienily elsewhere i il gardens, For instance,
an imgzation audil led do repainng and raising the
sprinkler heads in the twl arcas, funded in peard
through an Okanzgan Bazin Wiler Board grant, and
resulting e anotlizr 29 per cent waisr saving.

Amdonijevie lag applicd for a separate grant ighirg
a dedicaied xenscaps pasdener o continue garden
renovations o reduce waier needs and the expense
ol annual bods, When she began at the gardens

14,0800 anmuzls were planicd sach spring, That said,
there are a wide and colourlul vanety of drougli-
tolerant annuals as well, from popular @innias and
portulaca 1o alyssum, cslendula, cosmos, geranium,
mian golds, California and Slarley poppics, pelunias,
sun{lowers and masturium. And many can be staried
Iromm szsd.

In ibe coming vear, the 306G will feature a
sclechion of planis highlighied ai - parficipating
local garden conires as pard ol the MMake Waier
Work Plasd Collection, incheding thaifi, lavender,
sedum, corcopsis, blankel flower, catnip and thyme.
Meanwhile, vou can go to the Make Waier Work
wihisie for detzils www.makowaicraork. caplants

Looking for additicnal insparstion for your vard?
Antonijevic recommends the (Okanagan Nerscape
Association websile (warw.okanaganseriseaps ofg)
which provides valuable tips and advice about
conserving waler on vour landscape, bt also a plant
dataliase of mose than 400 droughi-iolerant annuals,
perenmials, trees, vines and shaubs,

Also, check out the Autumn Garden Toar
in Penticion Sepl. 1% which incledes a2 number
of local xenmscapes  pacdens, wilh  proceeds
goimg io the 5085, For delails, oo io www.
sumimerlandomzamentalgandzns org.

With 24 per conl of all Oksnagan wale wsad
on houschold lawns and gardens, and less waler
available por person than anywhere in Canada,
valley residents are encouraged 10 reduce ouldoor
water use this summer and fall. Take the pledae to
Malkes Water Work at warw MakeWaterWork ca,

Take the pledge to:

*Waicr plants. Not pavement.

*Water between dusk and davwn,

=Leave lawn 3-8 em (2-3 inches) tall

=Leave grags chippings as mulkch

+Tiop dress with comnpost; and

=Clange out seins bawn for droegli-tolerant el
and’or nanve and low-water vanely plants,

Riare VWader Wock s a0 initiathe of the Dlansgan Basin
Fimter Boovd andg is Cimnagan Raterdizs progam

Eva Antonijevic, community pregrams direcior for the Friends of the
Swrimarland Ornamental Gardens (500G
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