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The Osoyoos Lake Water Science Forum, a cross border conference discussing the Okanagan River watershed, took place last week in
Osoyoos.
Image Credit: Wikimedia Commons

Cross border water conference shares  ideas, compares notes
during drought year
By Steve Arstad

October 14, 2015 ­ 2:30 PM

PENTICTON  ­  Those  with  a  stake  in  the  Okanagan  River  watershed  on  both  sides  of  the  49th  parallel
gathered in Osoyoos last week to exchange ideas, discuss this year’s drought conditions, and work towards a
more cooperative relationship in the management of the Okanagan River.

The conference, which first took place in 2007, happens every four years and the third Osoyoos Lake Water
Science Forum took place Oct. 7 to 9 at the Sonora Centre in Osoyoos.

Okanagan Basin Water Board Executive Director Anna Warwick Sears, who took part in the conference, says
the  forum was geared  toward bringing  together British Columbians and Washington State  residents who
share the Okanagan Basin.

"Personally I wanted to hear about their water supply issues this summer, because the Washington State
drought  came  sooner and harder  than ours did. On  the Washington State  side,  the Similkameen  comes
down to the Okanagan River just south of the border, but this year the Similkameen suffered extremely low
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levels, so they were all struggling because of that,” she says.

Warwick Sears says it’s normal in any given year for low flows out of Osoyoos Lake, but very unusual to have
such a  low  flow out of  the Similkameen. She says American  irrigators and salmon stocks were negatively
affected by the unusual conditions.

Warwick  Sears  says  Canada  has  no  legal  obligation  to  supply water  to  the  Americans,  but  there  is  local
interest in ensuring fish habitat is provided so fish can not only arrive at their spawning grounds, but get
there healthy enough to be able to spawn.

“Because of  the high water  temperatures  experienced  in  the Okanagan River  this  summer,  the  expected
salmon migration of hundreds of thousands was reduced to between seven to 30,000,” she says. “It was
quite a critical year, which made it a very interesting time to talk to our counterparts in Washington."

Warwick Sears also notes the recent expansion of the Osoyoos Lake Board of Control, with the addition of
two Canadian and  two American  representatives. Both Warwick Sears and Osoyoos Mayor Sue McKortoff
were part of  the  recent appointments, which Warwick Sears  says was done  in  order  to bring more  local
concerns to the board in hopes of addressing them within the board’s mandate.

Warwick Sears says she was made aware of some technical differences between the way the U.S. and Canada
calculate water supply. The two jurisdictions plan to make a joint grant application to the International Joint
Commission to combine both approaches in order to get a better idea of supply and demand for water in
Osoyoos Lake.

“The main  thing we want  to do  is be  in a better position  if  this drought continues, or  in  future years of
drought be able to manage the dam as carefully as possible and avoid water shortages."

Warwick Sears also notes the American’s system of water licenses, saying Washington State has an elaborate
system set up to handle allocations of water during shortages, where in B.C. this summer, most water use
reduction was voluntary.

“It was something to think about, are there more formalized ways we can have for people to share water?
Not like a water market, but having better ways to share water between those who need it and those who
don’t in any given year,” she says.

The American contingent was  interested  in hearing about the Okanagan Basin Water Board’s work to get
utilities to work together and their 'Make Water Work' program.

“They don’t have anything like that down there, and we heard from staff there was interest in that,” Warwick
Sears says.

To contact the reporter for this story, email Steve Arstad at sarstad@infonews.ca or call 250­488­3065. To
contact the editor, email mjones@infonews.ca or call 250­718­2724.

News from © InfoTel News Ltd, 2015

Tags: Osoyoos Lake, Osoyoos Lake Water Science Forum, Penticton News, PNOCT1415

More News ...

Trending Now

TRENDING NOW: Adorable bulldog not
sure about birthday pup­cake

2 Comments Sort by 

Guy Rutledge
Tell the yankees to get thier own water instead of mouching ours 
Like · Reply · Oct 14, 2015 2:52pm

Krista MK Johnson
Just the beginning of the "Water Wars". You can bet the Americans will use
strong arm tactics to get what they want.
Like · Reply · Oct 14, 2015 2:39pm

Facebook Comments Plugin

Top

Add a comment...

LOEWEN: 'You could run a
dog in this riding as a
Conservative and it would
get elected'

“They always said you could run a

October 28, 2015 11:30 AM

were on one side before wave struck: Investigator

October 28, 2015 10:56 AM

Lots of love for Shania Twain's farewell
performance in Kelowna

October 28, 2015 9:30 AM

ICBC blames highway bike death on cyclist
negligence in civil lawsuit

http://infotel.ca/newsitem/two-canadians-two-americans-appointed-to-osoyoos-lake-board/it23632
http://infotel.ca/tag/osoyoos-lake
http://infotel.ca/tag/osoyoos-lake-water-science-forum
http://infotel.ca/tag/penticton-news
http://infotel.ca/tag/pnoct1415
http://infotel.ca/absolutebm/abmc.aspx?b=1070&z=160
http://infotel.ca/news/trending
http://infotel.ca/news/trending
http://infotel.ca/absolutebm/abmc.aspx?b=1221&z=67
http://infotel.ca/absolutebm/abmc.aspx?b=1499&z=229
https://www.facebook.com/OkWaterWise/
https://www.facebook.com/guy.rutledge.1
https://www.facebook.com/Northgirl61
https://www.facebook.com/guy.rutledge.1
http://infotel.ca/newsitem/cross-border-water-conference-shares-ideas-compares-notes-during-drought-year/it23997?fb_comment_id=981584998551799_981590065217959
https://www.facebook.com/Northgirl61
http://infotel.ca/newsitem/cross-border-water-conference-shares-ideas-compares-notes-during-drought-year/it23997?fb_comment_id=981584998551799_981586871884945
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/
http://infotel.ca/opinion/jeffrey-loewen/loewen-you-could-run-a-dog-in-this-riding-as-a-conservative-and-it-would-get-elected/it24455
http://infotel.ca/opinion/adrian-raeside/raeside-cartoon/it24456
http://infotel.ca/newsitem/most-of-passengers-on-canada-boat-that-sank-were-on-one-side-before-wave-struck-investigator/it24465
http://infotel.ca/newsitem/lots-of-love-for-shania-twains-farewell-performance-in-kelowna/it24459
http://infotel.ca/newsitem/icbc-blames-highway-bike-death-on-cyclist-negligence-in-civil-lawsuit/it24457


10/28/2015 Cross border water conference shares ideas, compares notes during drought year ­ InfoNews.ca

http://infotel.ca/newsitem/cross­border­water­conference­shares­ideas­compares­notes­during­drought­year/it23997 3/3

Kamloops
Home
News

Local
BC
Business
Canada
Corrections
FYI
Top News
Trending Now
World
Weird

Kamloops Weather
Things to Do

Galleries
Golf Courses
Museums
Parks & Beaches
Snow Sports
Wineries

Sports
CFL
Curling
Figure Skating
MLB
NBA
NFL
NHL
Soccer

Lifestyle
Diet & Fitness
Food
Health
Horoscopes
Parenting
Travel

Entertainment
Books
Celebrities
Movies
Music
TV

Events
Business Search

People Search
Reverse Lookup
Restaurants
Government Listings
Postal Codes

Kelowna
Home
News

Local
BC
Business
Canada
Corrections
FYI
Top News
Trending Now
World
Weird

Kelowna Weather
Things to Do

Galleries
Golf Courses
Museums
Parks & Beaches
Snow Sports
Wineries

Sports
CFL
Curling
Figure Skating
MLB
NBA
NFL
NHL
Soccer

Lifestyle
Diet & Fitness
Food
Health
Horoscopes
Parenting
Travel

Entertainment
Books
Celebrities
Movies
Music
TV

Events
Business Search

People Search
Reverse Lookup
Restaurants
Government Listings
Postal Codes

Penticton
Home
News

Local
BC
Business
Canada
Corrections
FYI
Top News
Trending Now
World
Weird

Penticton Weather
Things to Do

Galleries
Golf Courses
Museums
Parks & Beaches
Snow Sports
Wineries

Sports
CFL
Curling
Figure Skating
MLB
NBA
NFL
NHL
Soccer

Lifestyle
Diet & Fitness
Food
Health
Horoscopes
Parenting
Travel

Entertainment
Books
Celebrities
Movies
Music
TV

Events
Business Search

People Search
Reverse Lookup
Restaurants
Government Listings
Postal Codes

Vernon
Home
News

Local
BC
Business
Canada
Corrections
FYI
Top News
Trending Now
World
Weird

Vernon Weather
Things to Do

Galleries
Golf Courses
Museums
Parks & Beaches
Snow Sports
Wineries

Sports
CFL
Curling
Figure Skating
MLB
NBA
NFL
NHL
Soccer

Lifestyle
Diet & Fitness
Food
Health
Horoscopes
Parenting
Travel

Entertainment
Books
Celebrities
Movies
Music
TV

Events
Business Search

People Search
Reverse Lookup
Restaurants
Government Listings
Postal Codes

© 2015 InfoTel News Ltd Contact InfoTel Multimedia | Contact InfoNews | Submit News Tips | Privacy Policy & Disclaimer | Sitemap

View Site in: Desktop | Mobile

dog in this riding as a Conservative
and it would get...

Log

Print Facebook Twitter Email More

http://infotel.ca/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/news/local-news/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/news/bc-news
http://infotel.ca/news/business
http://infotel.ca/news/canada-news
http://infotel.ca/news/corrections
http://infotel.ca/news/fyi
http://infotel.ca/news/top-news
http://infotel.ca/news/trending
http://infotel.ca/news/world-news
http://infotel.ca/news/weird-news
http://infotel.ca/weather/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/galleries/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/golf-courses/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/museums/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/parks-beaches/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/snow-sports/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/winery-tours/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/sports/cfl
http://infotel.ca/sports/curling
http://infotel.ca/sports/figure-skating
http://infotel.ca/sports/mlb
http://infotel.ca/sports/nba
http://infotel.ca/sports/nfl
http://infotel.ca/sports/nhl
http://infotel.ca/sports/soccer
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/diet-fitness
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/food
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/health
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/horoscopes
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/parenting
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/travel
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/books
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/celebrities
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/movies
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/music
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/tv
http://infotel.ca/events/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/search/categories/kamloops
http://infotel.ca/search/restaurants/Kamloops-Merritt-and-Areas
http://infotel.ca/government/Kamloops
http://infotel.ca/postal-codes/Kamloops
http://infotel.ca/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/news/local-news/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/news/bc-news
http://infotel.ca/news/business
http://infotel.ca/news/canada-news
http://infotel.ca/news/corrections
http://infotel.ca/news/fyi
http://infotel.ca/news/top-news
http://infotel.ca/news/trending
http://infotel.ca/news/world-news
http://infotel.ca/news/weird-news
http://infotel.ca/weather/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/galleries/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/golf-courses/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/museums/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/parks-beaches/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/snow-sports/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/winery-tours/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/sports/cfl
http://infotel.ca/sports/curling
http://infotel.ca/sports/figure-skating
http://infotel.ca/sports/mlb
http://infotel.ca/sports/nba
http://infotel.ca/sports/cfl
http://infotel.ca/sports/nhl
http://infotel.ca/sports/soccer
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/diet-fitness
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/food
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/health
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/horoscopes
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/parenting
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/travel
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/books
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/celebrities
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/movies
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/music
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/tv
http://infotel.ca/events/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/search/categories/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/search/restaurants/Kelowna-and-Area
http://infotel.ca/government/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/postal-codes/kelowna
http://infotel.ca/penticton
http://infotel.ca/news/local-news/penticton
http://infotel.ca/news/bc-news
http://infotel.ca/news/business
http://infotel.ca/news/canada-news
http://infotel.ca/news/corrections
http://infotel.ca/news/fyi
http://infotel.ca/news/top-news
http://infotel.ca/news/trending
http://infotel.ca/news/world-news
http://infotel.ca/news/weird-news
http://infotel.ca/weather/penticton
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/galleries/penticton
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/golf-courses/penticton
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/museums/penticton
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/parks-beaches/penticton
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/snow-sports/penticton
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/winery-tours/penticton
http://infotel.ca/sports/cfl
http://infotel.ca/sports/curling
http://infotel.ca/sports/figure-skating
http://infotel.ca/sports/mlb
http://infotel.ca/sports/nba
http://infotel.ca/sports/cfl
http://infotel.ca/sports/nhl
http://infotel.ca/sports/soccer
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/diet-fitness
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/food
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/health
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/horoscopes
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/parenting
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/travel
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/books
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/celebrities
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/movies
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/music
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/tv
http://infotel.ca/events/penticton
http://infotel.ca/search/categories/penticton
http://infotel.ca/search/restaurants/Penticton-South-Okanagan-and-Similkameen-Areas
http://infotel.ca/government/penticton
http://infotel.ca/postal-codes/penticton
http://infotel.ca/vernon
http://infotel.ca/news/local-news/vernon
http://infotel.ca/news/bc-news
http://infotel.ca/news/business
http://infotel.ca/news/canada-news
http://infotel.ca/news/corrections
http://infotel.ca/news/fyi
http://infotel.ca/news/top-news
http://infotel.ca/news/trending
http://infotel.ca/news/world-news
http://infotel.ca/news/weird-news
http://infotel.ca/weather/vernon
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/galleries/vernon
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/golf-courses/vernon
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/museums/vernon
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/parks-beaches/vernon
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/snow-sports/vernon
http://infotel.ca/things-to-do/winery-tours/vernon
http://infotel.ca/sports/cfl
http://infotel.ca/sports/curling
http://infotel.ca/sports/figure-skating
http://infotel.ca/sports/mlb
http://infotel.ca/sports/nba
http://infotel.ca/sports/cfl
http://infotel.ca/sports/nhl
http://infotel.ca/sports/soccer
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/diet-fitness
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/food
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/health
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/horoscopes
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/parenting
http://infotel.ca/lifestyle/travel
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/books
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/celebrities
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/movies
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/music
http://infotel.ca/entertainment/tv
http://infotel.ca/events/vernon
http://infotel.ca/search/categories/vernon
http://infotel.ca/search/restaurants/Vernon-Salmon-Arm-Revelstoke-and-Areas
http://infotel.ca/government/vernon
http://infotel.ca/postal-codes/vernon
http://infotel.ca/samples/samples_new.html
http://infotel.ca/info/contact/penticton/
http://infotel.ca/info_infotelnews/penticton/
http://infotel.ca/info_infotelnews/penticton/
http://infotel.ca/_includes/pdf/INFOTEL_NEWS_LTD_PrivacyPolicyandDisclaimer.pdf
http://infotel.ca/info/sitemap/penticton/
javascript:void(0);
http://infotel.ca/opinion/adrian-raeside/raeside-cartoon/it24456

