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How much water do fish in the Okanagan 
need? 
.. By Blaine Gaffney 
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KELOWNA - The t axes you pay w hen aassina up your vehicle w i ll help better 

understand the Okanagan' s w i ldlife water n eeds. 

The Okanagan Basin Water Board is get t ing a federal Gas Tax Fund g rant of 

$397,000 for a two-year study into the wat er needs of fish and aquatic ecosystems 

in the valley. 

Flow monit oring equipment w ill be put into about ten st reams that are important 

fish habitat. 
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The study comes .aft er the w ater board identified grow ing concerns about the 

number of wat er l icenses o n Okanagan streams. 

"So we start ed working w ith the province 

on how to make th e best licensing 

decisio ns," says board execut ive d irecto r 

Anna Warwick Se.ars. "But then we both 

real ized t here's a crit ica l informat ion gap. 

We need to know the needs of f ish 

before al locating more l icenses. It 's like 

an advanced warning system, let t ing us 

know w hen and where restrict ions and 

rngu lat io ns am ne@d @d." 

The Env iro nmental Flow Needs study is a 

part nersh ip between the OBWB, the 

Okanagan Natio n A ll iance Fisheries 

Department and the Minist ry of Forests, 

Lands and Natura l Resource Operations. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

"The federa l fund ing announced (Fr iday) w ill help the OBWB, which serves t he three 

Okanagan regio nal d istr icts, to plan ahead and prior it i ze the w ater ineeds of fish and 

aquatic ecosystem s, help ing ensure the sustainabi lity of the Okanagan," says 

Kelowna-Lake Cou ntry MP Stephen Fuhr in a news re lease. 

VIDEO LINK: http://globalnews.ca/news/2515056/how-much-water-do-fish-in-the-okanagan-need/ 

Corinne.Jackson
Highlight


