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Flood damage in lower Glenrosa area of West Kelowna. Photo: Capital News files

Bracing for spring flooding across
Okanagan

Cool spring will slow down melting of record-high snowpack
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A record-high snowpack has raised concerns about the potential for
widespread flooding across the Okanagan Valley this spring.

But while the snow levels are worrisome, the most important weather factor is
how fast it will melt, says Anna Warwick Sears, executive director of the
Okanagan Basin Water Board.

Where last spring saw extreme snow and rainfall conditions in March and
April that caused Okanagan Lake to overflow, it's anticipated this spring the
streams feeding into the lake will be of greater concern to area residents.

That concern extends beyond the melting snow, to also trees and debris
plugging up or diverting streamflows and the high level of ground saturation
reducing the level of run-off absorption.

Related: Heavy rain causes flooding in Okanagan

“‘Because of last year’s flooding experience, the province has been reducing
the level of the lake since late January to capture the snowpack buildup when
it starts melting,” said Warwick Sears at Tuesday's OBWB meeting in
Coldstream.

“They are putting the (Okanagan River) channel to the test and making the
sacrifice of some loss of salmon eggs in the gravel bars along the river to
reduce the lake level because of the amount of snow that has accumulated.”

West Kelowna Mayor Doug Findlater said his community is resigned to the
reality of potential flooding with the municipality having already made 50,000
sandbags available for local residents with a commitment to get more if
needed.

“We have three major creeks running through our municipality and while we
have done some dredging work, it never seems to be enough. There is a
significant amount of snow this year and we just hope it doesn't all come at us
at once,” Findlater said.

Nelson Jatel, OBWB water stewardship director, said flooding concerns were
raised at a meeting last week with George Abbott, who along with Maureen
Chapman, hereditary Chief of the Skawahlook First Nation, is conducting a
review of last year’s flood and wildfire season across the province.

Jatel said Abbott acknowledged the need for a long-term sustainable funding
source for flood prevention and mitigation measures, suggesting perhaps the
carbon tax revenue might be an appropriate funding source.

Abbott and Chapman will submit their report to the provincial government this
month.

But OBWB director Rick Fairbairn cautioned if this latest review will result in
any long-term flooding response solutions.

“We have been dealing with this for the last 20 years and nothing gets done.
When a flood comes and is over, everything just carries on until it happens
again,” said Fairbairn, suggesting that the millions of dollars it would cost to
develop a comprehensive flood response plan across the province is why it
hasn’'t happened.

“It goes on and on and | don't know...this study like others that have been
done will likely bring up some good ideas but where will it all end up?”
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To start, when inves-
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house they saw signs
of mischief.
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By Barry Gerding

A record-high snowpack has
raised concerns about the po-
tential for widespread flooding
across the Okanagan Valley
‘this spring.

But while the snow levels are
worrisome, the most important
weather factor is how fast it
will melt, says Anna Warwick
Sears, executive director of the
Okanagan Basin Water Board.

Wherelast spring saw extreme
snow and rainfall conditions in
March and April that caused
Okanagan Lake to overflow,
it’s anticipated this spring the
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“Because of last year’s flood-
ing experience, the province
has been reducing the level of
the lake since late January to
capture the snowpack buildup
when it starts melting,” said
Warwick Sears at Tuesday’s
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OBWB meeting in Coldstream.

“They are putting the
(Okanagan River) channel to
the test and making the sac-
rifice of some loss of salmon
eggs in the gravel bars along
the river to reduce the lake level
because of the amount of snow
that has accumulated.”

West Kelowna Mayor Doug
Findlater said his community
isresigned to the reality of po-
tential flooding with the mu-
nicipality having already made
50,000 sandbags available for
local residents with a commit-
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‘LOSE WEIGHT Forever!,

'My $75 professional group hypnosis "trains your brain" to want healthy foods.' '
| — ChukaBeton

I' Attend this two-hour hypnosis group session and start losing weight - for good. Charies has practiced |
I professionally for 35 years, has helped 650,000 in his U.S. linics and group sessions worldwide. Charies' program |
was inspired by research at the University of California.

I Borden's powerful workshop hypnosis will be like “flipping a switch in your mind" to turn off
I food cravings. It is crafted to facilitate habitual/subconscious changes to help you

enjoy eating less, make better choices, think differently, effectively control
] comfort eating/binging/snacking, want to be more active ... and more!

I Charles' hypnosis is safe, easy to do and enormously empowering.
| Plan to attend. Simply register at the door.

Charles Borden
Live! from USA
As seen on TV

I (©2018 Charles Borden. Carlsbad, Calfomia. Presened by Middle Way L dba The Borden Method
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! ~ KELOWNA « Tues, APRIL 24 Q%:
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Regular maintenance keeps your home
comfort system running smoothly.

Call for a checkup today.
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Plumbing, Heating & Air Cdnditioning www.coralhomecomfort.com
2300 Hunter Road, Kelowna, BC VIX6C1 Serving the Central Okanagan area.

OFFER EXPIRES-6/15/2018.

On a qualifying system purchase. Lennox system rebate offers range from $100 to $1,700. Some restrictions
apply. One offer available per qualifying purchase. See your local Lennox dealer or www.lennox.com for details.
Lennox dealers are independently owned and operated businesses. © 2018 Lennox Industries, Inc.
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_ “We have three major creeks
running through our munici-
pality and while we have done
some dredging work, it never
seems to be enough. There is
a significant amount of snow

-this year and we just hope it
doesn’t all come at us at once,”
Findlater said.

Nelson Jatel, OBWB water
stewardship director, said
flooding concerns were raised
at a meeting last week with
George Abbott, who along
with Maureen Chapman, he-
reditary Chief of the Skawah-
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Jatel said Abbott acknowl-
edged the need for a long-term
sustainable funding source
for flood prevention and mit-
igation measures, suggesting
perhaps the carbon tax reve-
nue might be an appropriate
funding source.

Abbott and Chapman will
submit their report to the pro-
vincial government this month.

But OBWB director Rick
Fairbairn cautioned if this
latest review will result in any
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long-term flooding respons
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“We have been dealing with
this for the last 20 years and
nothing gets done. When a
flood comes and is over, ev-
erything just carries on until it
happens again,” said Fairbairn,
suggesting that the millions of
dollars it would cost to devel-
op a comprehensive flood re-
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is why it hasn’t happened.

“It goes on and on and I
don’t know...this study like
others that have been done will
likely bring up some good ideas
but where will it all end up?”
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