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Provincial Staff that support
groundwater compliance and
enforcement

Groundwater Science Staff
Natural Resource Officers
FrontCounterBC Staff
Water Allocation Staff

Provincial Legal Team
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Water Sustainability Act
Part 3, Division 3

Groundwater Protection Regulation

To promote sustainable use and protection
of BC’s aquifers by specifying requirements
for wells to be properly constructed,
maintained, and, at the end of their
service, deactivated and decommissioned.
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44— Secure well cover

Well casing stick-up of at Visible & securely

least 30 cm attached I.D. plate

Surface seal

Ground around
wellhead graded
to prevent water

must be at least
5 m in length or
as long as
possible o

from ponding

<4—Backfill

Surface seal must be at least 2.54 cm thick extending
from well casing to wall of construction
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Secure well cap
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stick-up \ well
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Provincial Compliance Model

» Set requirements that are clear, practical &
enforceable

» Support education and encourage voluntary
compliance

» Verify compliance through monitoring,
inspections and audits

» If compliance is not attained, adjust program ,
management approach or compel compliance |/ /7
through enforcement. 1
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Tools to ensure groundwater
protection

» Education

» Advisory letters
» Warning letters
» Tickets

» Orders

» Charges
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Joint Groundwater Compliance Pilot Project

Participants:
Groundwater Science staff

Natural Resource Officers

Interior Health - Environmental Health Officers

Purpose:

Enhance groundwater protection in rural areas by co-
ordinating a multi-agency groundwater compliance

project focused on small water systems.
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Why Small Water Systems?

» Potential to offer greater public health and
environmental benefit

» Commonly have issues related to GPR
compliance.

» Provide opportunity to inform operators on
regulatory & licensing requirements



Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development

Sk

'/'1 ‘.;- . A
;ff,’enhcton

) 5 Wy C‘ e
N SRockiCreek#gy

Photo Credit: Google Earth




Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development

Inspections conducted over 4 days on 44 wells / 31 sites
in the Regional Districts of Okanagan-Similkameen and
Central Kootenay.

Photo Credit: BC FLNRORD
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Inspection Results

Some wells were found to be in excellent condition...
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Inspection Results

And some were not...
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Inspection Results
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Address Information Gaps Amongst

Stakeholders — —
> Need for water supply systems to apply for an Licensing
authorization to divert and use groundwater under the Groundwater =
WSA (Groundwater Licensing) not completely Users
understood.

» Many well owners/operators unaware of WSA & GPR
requirements for well construction, maintenance and
operation.

» Varying levels of expertise and awareness with
respect to the condition of their water supply system.
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Summary of Outcomes

Enhanced groundwater protection through:

» A proactive groundwater compliance and enforcement project;
» Multi-agency co-operation;
» Effective outreach to small water system operators;

» Provide information on regulatory and licensing requirements,
and;

» Direct resolution of over 70 compliance issues.
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Reporting Groundwater Protection Concerns

Report All Poachers and Polluters (RAPP)

Report Natural Resource Violations

Report a Violation

1-877-952-7277 Online

#7277 (Cellular Dial)

R.A.P.P.
www.for.gov.bc.ca/hen/nrv/report.htm Report All Poachers and Polluters

Conservation Officer 24 Hour Hotline
1-877-952-RAPP (T7277)
Cellular Dial - #7277
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QUESTIONS? \

For further information: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-
water/water/groundwater-wells \
/
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Enter a keyword or phrase to search

Climate Pesticides & Pest Plants, Animals & Waste Air, Land & Research, Monitoring & Natural Resource
Change Management Ecosystems Management Water Reporting Stewardship

Spills & Environmental Emergencies Site Remediation Air Water Land Permitting & Compliance at Sites of Interest

N I CO L E PY ETT Home / Environmental Protection & Sustainability / Air, Land & Water / Water /
Regional Hydrogeologist Groundwater Wells

» Water Licensing & Rights Groundwater wells provide industry, municipalities, farms and homeowners with access to

N . I tt b » Drought, Flooding, Dikes & Dams groundwater to meet domestic and non-domestic water needs. Water Sustainabilily ActOverview
P PDF
I CO e = v e /, q O V- C = Ca > Water Quality Groundwater wells must be constructed and maintained to ensure that the ground Licensing (PDF)
v Groundwater Wells supply is safe from pollution, and the possibility of wasted water is minimized. Protection Information

» Information for Property Owners ) R for Well Owners (PDF]
L] - » Information for Well Drillers & Groundwater Protection Regulation dwater Protection Information

Well Pump Installers for Well Drillers and Well Pump
Installers (PDF)

The Groundwater Protection Regulation (GWPR) protects groundwater quality and quantity by
setting strict standards for the construction and maintenance of wells, establishing

Regional Groundwater Contacts qualifications for well drillers and well pump installers, and requiring that most wells be
» Water Planning & Strategies constructed by qualified well drillers who are registered with the province. The GWPR also
distinguishes between well related activities that may be carried out by the well owner or TP P a0
property owner, and those activities that must be performed by qualified well drillers, qualified —*-*—‘LOV erview (PDE
well pump installers and professionals.

» Aquifers
Printable Brochure Format

» Water Conservation

» Water Science & Data






