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Legislation   
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BC Wildlife Act  
 Controlled Alien Species Regulations created in 2009  

 List of exotic animals such as tigers, lions, caimans, hot 

snakes and primates that can not be brought into, sold or 

breed in BC. 

 Reason-  human health risks and ecological 

consequences 

 

 

 
 



2012 
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 List expanded to include a number of aquatic invasive 

species that pose a significant risk to BC’s native species, 

environment and, in some cases, infrastructure 

 Prohibiting the possession, breeding, release or 

transportation of high-risk aquatic species such as the 

snakehead. Releasing a live snakehead into local waters 

could result in a fine of up to $250,000. 

 Requiring that no invasive zebra or quagga mussel, alive 

or dead, be present on boats or related equipment. 

Failure to clean mussels off boats or equipment could 

result in a fine of up to $100,000 
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 Six trained inspection 

crews (2 auxiliary 

conservation officers/crew) 

with mobile 

decontamination units. 

 Based out of Nelson, 

Penticton, Cranbrook, 

Invermere and 

Valemount. 

 Operational from late May 

to October 2015. 

 
Nelson 1 

and 

Nelson 2 

Invermere 

Cranbrook 

Valemount 

Penticton 

BC Invasive Mussel Defence Program 



BC’s Inspection Crews Priorities 2015 
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 Roadside Inspections – target location and times with highest 

number of boaters, preferably out of Province, identify suitable 

inspection locations for permanent stations. 

 Education/Outreach of the boating community to follow Clean 

Drain and Dry of their boats to prevent AIS spread. 

 Collaboration– other government agencies, 

Conservation Officers, Commercial Vehicle 

Safety and Enforcement (CVSE), Canada Border 

Services Agency (CBSA), Alberta and 

neighbouring jurisdictions. 
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Watercraft 

Inspection 

See the 100th Meridian 

Initiative website inspection 

and decontamination video 

http://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=JX8TmwTx-tU 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JX8TmwTx-tU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JX8TmwTx-tU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JX8TmwTx-tU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JX8TmwTx-tU


Inspection Crew Data 
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 As of September 29th over 4,000 watercraft inspected across all 6 

inspection crews and the crews interacted with over 9,400 people to 

promote CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY.  

 33 watercraft required decontamination, of which 15 watercraft 

contained invasive mussels or standing water and 6 were issued a 30-day 

quarantine order due to risk of live mussels. 
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2015 Mussel Veliger Monitoring 

 Expanded monitoring this year with plankton tow samples being 

collected by regional committees and ministry staff in lakes across 

the Lower Mainland, Vancouver Island, Okanagan, East and West 

Kootenays, Columbia-Shushwap and Cariboo regions.  



Columbia River Basin Interagency 

Zebra and Quagga Mussel Rapid Response  Plan 
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 Idaho 

 Montana 

 Oregon 

 Washington 

 British Columbia 

 US Fish and Wildlife 

 NOAA Fisheries 

 Columbia River Inter-Tribal 

Fisheries Commission (US) 



10 

Issue: Increasing threat of Zebra and 

Quagga Mussels introduction  

Idaho alone has 

intercepted 10 

mussel 

encrusted boats 

destined for BC 

in the last 5 

years 

 



Outreach efforts 
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Shared messaging across the western provinces, and the 

Pacific Northwest Clean, Drain, Dry 
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Summary 

 Provincial Invasive Mussel Defence Program has had a busy year.  

 Inspection crews will remain operational until the end of October. 

 Collaborations across jurisdictions and agencies will continue to 

grow for both the invasive mussel and AIS programs.    



Questions? 
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