
JVIINIJTES OF THE f'lEETING OF THE OI'~AI~AGAN BASIN vfATER BOARD, FEBRUARY
3, 1972, 2:00 p.m. REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OI{ANAGAN, KELOWNA,
B.C.

Present: W.C. Bennett (Chairman)
N. lJIarshall
G.V. Laurence
P.A. Farmer
L. BavTtree
P. Duke

Also in attendan~~:

l1ay-or H. Roth
Nay-or S. Fleming
May-or F.W. Laird
B. Harvey-
D. Bareham

N. Deck
J.M. Blagborne
J. Hamilton
H. i:Jachnicki

R. "oJ. Sturgess
F. Alcock
E. vial ton
C. Hord
J. Booth
Mr. E.R. Collins
Nrs. E.R. Collins

Press and Radio:

R D.C.O.
R,~D~C~O<;

R~~D$OoS~

ILD.O.S.
R.D..0.

City of KelOlma
r<' , of VernonvlT;y
City of Penticton
Vernon Irrigation District
Planner, Regional District of Central

Okanagan
Engineering Director, City of Kelowna
StUlli'U.erland
Engineer, City of Penticton
Vice-President, I'Jinfield-Oyama-

Okanagan Centre - Chamber of
Commerce

Village of Oliver
South Okanagan Health Unit
Engineering, City of Vernon
McNeil Enterprises, Penticton
Esco Ltd.,

IJIinutes:

Accounts:

Kelowna Courier, Vernon News, Penticton Herald, CJIB Radio,
CKOV Radio, CKIQ Radio

-----------
A correction, as follows~ was made to min~tes of the December

2nd. 1971 meeting:

Page 5, second last paragraph, 1st sentence, should read:
11MI'. Bawtree asked \'Thether landowners ••• !l rather than
liHr. Bennett asked •••

V~rshall-Bawtree:

That the minutes of the meeting of December 2, 1971 be
adopted as corrected.

CARRIED

Accounts o~tstanding to February 3, totaling 3837.40 were
presented for payment.

Farmer - Duke:

That accounts totaling ;};837.40 be paid.

CARRIED



Chairman's
&

Secretary
Nanager's

Reports:
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The Chairman and Secretary-Manager presented detailed
reports on the activities of the Water Board during 1971.

Appointments
to ~vater

Board 1972~

A letter from the Regional
read stating that Director L, Bawtree
appointed to the Okanagan Ihsin Hater

t of North Okanagan was
and Director P. Duke were
Board for 1972.

Blection of
Officers~

Appointment
of observers:

A letter from the Regional District of Central Okanagan
indicated that C. Bennett. M. Marshall and D.A. Pritchard,
(Alternate) were appointed to the \:Tater Board for 1972.

Mr. Farmer indicated that he and Ih~s. G.V. Lawrence would
represent the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen during
1972.

Nominations for Chairman of the Okanagan Basin Water Board
were called for by the Secretary-Manager. Mr. Bennett nominated
Mr. Bawtree as Chairman for the ensuing year. Upon calling for
further nominations three times, the Secretary-Manager declared
Mr. Bawtree Chairman of the Okanagan Basin lJater Board for 1972.

Mr. Bawtree thanked the Board for his nomination. He
expressed the desire to accomplish more in the field toward
correcting outstanding pollution problems. He expressed an
interest to work very closely with the three Regional Districts
in solving mutual problems.

The Chairman called for nominations for Vice-Chairman.
Mr. Bennett nominated Nr. Farmer for Vice-Chairman. This "ras
seconded by Mrs. Lawrence. Upon calling three times for further
nominations, the Chairman declared IJIr. }!'armer Vice-Chairman of
the Okanagan Basin Hater Board for 1972.

The following letters were read;

1. Letter from the City of Vernon indicating that Mayor Stuart
A.Fleming would be observer to the Water

2. Letter from the Corporation of the District of Peachland
appointing Mr. Ivor Jackson as observer to the Water Board for
1972.

3. Letter from Tl1e City of Kelowna actvlsing that J11ayor H. Roth,
and Mr, N.J. Deck, Director of Bngineering, were appointed as
observers to the Water Board for 1972. Alderman Alan Moss was
appointed as an alternate to Mayor Roth.

4. Letter from the Village of Oliver appointing Mr. R.W. Sturgess
as observer for 1972.

D1L.~e .- Bennett:

That the above correspondence be received.

CARRIED



Lakeside
Sani-Stations
for Boat
vfastes:
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The Secretary-Manager informed that various lakeside communities
throughout the Okanagan had been contacted concerning possibilities
of cooperating with local marinas and yacht clubs in the establish
ment of lakeside sani-stations for discharge of boat wastes,
The Department of Transport had also been contacted to establish
sani-stations at Government wharves located in the Okanagan system.

A letter of reply from the City of Penticton indicated that
the proposal for lakeside semi-stations \~ould be considered by
the City when plans for a new breakwater at the south shore of
Okanagan Lake are developed.

A letter of reply from the Corporation of the District of
Peachland indicated that Council agreed very much with the need
for sani-stations on Okanagan Lake, and \'!ould be pleased to give
consideration to making financial contribution toward building,
provided that a uniform plan could be evolved for the entire
Okanagan. It was suggested that the Regional District would be
a logical body to establish and administer the sani-stations
at an equitable cost to all taxpayers.

A letter from the City of Kelowna indicated the City was
concerned about the control of wastes from boats, and that the
City would support any positive action taken by the Okanagan
Basin Water Board.

A letter from Mr. Bruce Hm'!ard, M.P. Okanagan Boundary,
stated that he was very much in agreement that the increased boat
traffic on the lakes should require facilities for handling wastes
and he ,'Tould be happy to support any campaign in this direction.
He would contact the ]\j[inister of Transport on the matter.

The Technical Committee to the Okanagan Basin Water Board
had reviewed the problems of was te disposal from ciater-craft.
A system of licence fees for boats was suggested; however, it
was expected that administrative procedures would be difficult
to ini tiate.

Several sani-stations were in operation on Shuswap Lake.
These were operated by Narinas on the lake at a cost of approximately

~OOO to install.

The Technical Committee recommended that marinas and yacht
C1.U08 throughout the Basin be approached asking them to provide
holding tarJcs for the discharge of domestic wastes from boats.
Correspondence should continue uith the Department of Transport
'tTi th the view of establishing additional facilities at government
wharves.

Technically~ the best uay to handle boat wastes would be
to provide a pump, along 1vith a holding tank on shore. A tank
truck would then be used to periodically empty holding tanks and
haul wastes to land disposal sites.

The Chairman asked the Board if they wished·to follow up
the recommendations of the Technical Committee.

Farmer - Bawtree:

'rha-t the Okanagan Basin VTater Board pursue the recommendations
of the Technical Committee concerning provision of sani-stations
on local lakes.

CARRIED



Control of
Aquatic
1'leeds:
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Mr. I'1arshall ques tioned whether local organizations would
take the initiative of providing sani-stations. The Chairman
replied this vwulo. be a first effort in an attempt to see ~·Ihether

boating groups and yachting industries were prepared to set up
waste facilities.

Hr. Farmer stressed that the Board must make this proposal
work, rather than just hope that it will work. Mr. Bennett
suggested that it vIaS a start in the :dght direction. MI'. Farmer
agreed that this proposal should be pursued and that some reaction
to the proposal be presented April.

A copy of correspondence from the Regional District of
North Okanagan dated December 21, 1971 to the Hon. Ray Williston
was read to the Board. The Regional District of North Okanagan
had expressed an urgency for the removal of aquatic weed growth
before it spread to other areas. Beaches were seriously impaj.red.
The Regional Board felt that aViaiting final reports is too late,
and that remedial action should be taken vrithout further delay.

A further letter from P.A. Farmer of December 20, 1971 was
read. The letter suggested that the matter of w·eed control be
placed before the Technical Committee.

The Secretary-Hanager stated that a large volume of technical
information had been gathered in the past few months from sources
throughout Canada and the United States. A suw~ary report prepared
by the Secretary-r'1anager 'JJaS revievTed by the Board. The report
outlined the characteristics of aquatic Need growth, and related
experience that had been gained in other areas of the continent.
Methods of contrcl, including mechanical, chemical, biological,
and physical methods were described,

Since the growth of aquatic Iveeds occured malnly on foreshore
lands under prOVincial jurisdiction, and since initiation of
control techniques would be primarily research oriented, it was
recommended that the Provincial Government undertake pilot studies
for the removal of aquatic weeds.

Among the methods suggested for aquatic .veed control,
harvesting appeared to be the most favourable. Aerial photographs
taken in the Northeast Bay of Okanagan Lake in July of 1970 and
1971 indicate a large increase in the area covered by aquatic
weeds in a period of only one year,

Harvesting of weeds would both reduce the amount of nutrient
in the system and prOVide immediate relief to boaters, and swimmer
at the same time.

Another report entitled "Appraisal of Nuisance vIeed Groi-Ith
in the North Arm of Okanagan Lake", prepared by Dr. J. Stockner
of the Okanagan Basin Study was also presented. The report reviewed
the causes and characteristics of weed growth in the Northeast
Bay of Okanagan Lake. Biological, chemical and mechanical methods
of weed control were reviewed. Mechanical control is a more
ecologically suitable means of controlling the problem in the
Vernon Arm. Dr. Stockner stated that restoration of the water
quality of the Vernon Arm is possible and could be accomplished
in a felv years if proper remedial actions are initiated immediately.
The key to solving the problem lies in the eventual elimination
of the Vernon se~vage treatment plant effluent from the creek;
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weed removal 'by harvest 7 preferably
identification and eventual control
in the Vernon Arm; e.g. septic tarLk
off, etc.

mechanical means; and
of diffuse nutrient sources
seepage, agricultural run-

of growth of aquatic
Dr. Stocknerfs report.
aquatic weeds throughout

A map showing the areas and extent
ifieeds in the North Okanagan accompanied
Maps would shortly be available
the entire Okanagan Basin.

'rhe Secretary-J':Ianager informed that the Technical Committee
to the Okanagan Basin Water Board had reviewed the available
information on aquatic weed growth. Control methods were reviewed.
Mechanical harvesting of aquatic weeds could be accomplished
with minimal effect on livater organisms. I'lechanical harvesting
appears to be the best knolim method for immediate relief from
aquatic ,-reeds. Information on the side effects of chemicals
used in weed control is lacking.

The Technical Committee recomm.ended that a method of mechanical
harvesting be initiated immediately to provide relief from massive
aquatic weed growth in recreation areas and to prevent spreading.
In the meantime studies of bottom sediments should be continued
to investigate possibilities for a more permanent solution to the
problem. vllien detailed information on bottom sediments is available,
dredging along with diversion of nutrient inputs may provide a
more percanent solution. Adequate information is now available
to begin a pilot project on weed harvesting. Since water levels
on Okanagan Lake are lO1:J8st in early Hay, this lJOul(1 be the best
time to clean areas close to shore of dead and decaying weeds.

Mr. Farmer informed the Board that a weed problem has
also developed on the east side of Skaha Lake. It should receive
a ttentiorLo

Hr. John Booth, of Ssco Ltd., presented a film on aquatic
vegetation control by harvesting. Mr. Booth answered questions
concerning "Teed harvesting equipm.ent.

Mr. Bennett asked whether there were any machines
nearby v-Thich could be seen. Hr. Booth said the nearest
was located in Washington.

.l.'operai,lng
machine

rib:'. Farmer asll:ed concerning cos t of p1.J.rchase and operation
of machinery, The r:ost of the complete set of harvesting equipment
"las apprOXimately ,000. The harvester alone, li'rhich could be
adequate "JOuld cost :::;26,000. Operating costs liiere ;040 per hour
plus travel or ~)60 per acre on a contract basis.

Hr. Bennett asked ltr. Alcock whether he had any suggestions
concerning the control of aquatic weeds. Jl'lr. Alcock replied that
the harvest of aquatic 'ieeds ,wuld help to reduce the problem.
Harvesting ';-JOuld help to reduce the amount of nutrients in the
system. Aquatic weed growth is also present in shallow water
in the Kelowna area.

Mro Bmv-cree felt the Board nOlii had adequate information
to make recommendations.

Hayor Duke suggested that the Board approach the provinc.ial
goverlTInSnt to initiate a weed control program. Hr. Bawtree
suggested that the Provincial Government be approached. Resort
owners should also show an interest.
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Summerland
Fish
Hatchery:

Bennett - Farmer:

That the Okanagan Basin VIater Board approach the Provincial
Gover~JUent to rent or hire an aquatic harvester for the control
and removal of aquatic i'leeds in the Okanagan System.

CARRIED----

Letters would also be fOTIJarded to MoL.A. 's and the Okanagan
Mainline J'llunicipal Associationo

A letter of December 17, 1971 from the Corporation of
Summerland ivas read. The Summerland Council expressed concern
over the discharge of the fish hatchery and cannery wastes into
Okanagan Lake. Council has asked the Okanagan Basin 11ater Board
for their support in this matter of pollution.

The Secretary-Hanager reviewed the recent application made
by the Province of BTitish Columbia, Department of Public Horks,
for a permit to discharge effluent from the industrial fish
hatchery at Sum..'TI.erland, ApprOXimately 1,000,000 gals. of effluent
would be discharged from the hatchery daily.

The Technical Committee to the Okanagan Basin Hater Board
had reviewed the application. Effluent from the hatchery vTOuld
include fish wastes, feed wastes and possibly fecal coliform.
Tests taken by the South Okanagan Health Unit in the fall of
1971 indicated a fairly high fecal coliform count at the outfall
pipe to the fish hatchery. However the source of coliform
contamination may be outside the hatchery. There is a possibility
that fish food may act as a suitable sub-strate upon which fecal
coliform could multiply.

The Fish 8c IJildlife Branch is intending to conform to the
Pollution Control Act and to meet its social responsibilities.
This application for a Pollution Control Permit Vias mainly to
initiate "lwrk on the outfall and hear objections.

The outfall is near the proximity of the intake to the
lower Sl.,lillmerland ivater system. Approximately 20 tons of fish food
is used by the hatchery annually. About 10 tons of food and fish
irJastes is discharged to the lake system annually. The Okanagan
Basin study estimates that of the total nitrogen loading
to the Okanagan system from outfalls, originates in the fish
hatchery. There is a high possibility that nutrient additions
from the outfall would influence water quality in the Summerland
supply system.

The Technical Committee to the Okanagan Basin Water Board
had recoamended that a better alternate method for the disposal
of hatchery wastes be researched by the Fish Hatchery and the
Pollution Control Branch, The present application to extend
the outfall further into the Lake is not a suitable solution
to the problem. A more adequate method should be found.

The water supply to the hatchery should be studied further
to determine the source of fecal coliform.



E.R. Collins
Brief to the
Okanagan
Basin 1Iater
Board:

Urban
Representation
on vTater
Board:
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Alderman Blagborne mentioned that the Surmnerland Council
had reviewed the application with the South Okanagan Health Unit,
and representatives from the Fish & lIildlife Branch.

Bennett - Marshall:

That the Okanagan Basin Water Board object strongly to
the application for a Pollution Control Permit made by the
Department of Public Works for effluent discharge from the
Summerland fish hatchery and further' that the auHall be removed
from the l~~e completely.

]VIr. E.R. Collins a private citizen from KelO"\ma presented
a comprehensive brief to the Okanagan Basin Water Board. The
brief dealt with development in the area, sewage treatment, water
quantity, water quality, socio-economic aspects, agricultural
land, residential pOtential~ population grow'th, land use and
planning.

The Chairman thanked ITr. Collins for the brief and suggested
a copy be sent to the Director of his Electoral Area. Hr. Ben..nett
mentioned that the brief dealt mainly w'i th the Regional District
of Central Okanagan and should be pl1rsued further by the Regional
District of Central Okanagan.

Mayor Roth commended Nr. Colli,ns for his efforts in preparing
the brief and pre:centing it. He agreed to7i th Nr. Collins comments.

Farmer - Bennett:

That the brief be received, filed and passed to the Regional
District of Central Okanagan.

Other Business:

Nayor DUKe noted that during the November 1971 meeting
of the Water Board, the Board had been approached by observers
of the Cities in the Okanagan asking for direct representation
on the Board by the three main centers. The Chairman stated this
would be dealt with at the Regional level.

Hr. Bennett mentioned that the matter had been tabled. in
the Regional District of Central Okanagan until April when it
would be re-opened again.

~Byor Laird said this was a or concern to the urban
areas. 'rhe larger and smaller municipalities, he felt were not
exactly 'being represented. In view of the costs to the Region
it could be a touchy point.

The Chairman said that the matter had been discussed with
the Regional District of North Okanagan. Granting special
representation, in Regional functions, from larger cities would
contravene the intent of the Regional District concept.
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\:loads La..."k:e
Report:

Hayor Fleming stated. that although he was not aslnng for
special representation from larger cities~ he did say that there
was increasinb enviro~Iuental involvement by the cities. Cities
have water rights, and are involved ",Tith sev'lage systems, recreation 1

and various other services. also have large tecrillical staffs
which could be involved. In view of the large investments at
stake, Mayor Fleming supported the other Mayors in their proposals
for greater urban representation. He s·J.ggested that the urban
areas would like to exercise both a voice and a vote. They have
apPl~eciated the courtes:y involvement so faT.

r.1ayor Roth concurred, ITi th the comments of r.1ayor Fleming
and Mayor Laird. He felt the major urban centers represented
more than half of the people in the Basin. tllien recommendations
from the Okanagan Study are complete, a vehicle to implement
the study 1'Till be required. The Ua ter Board is a natural vehicle
for implementation. He felt the cities have a Iarge stake in
this matter and therefore, should have adequate representation.

IVlr. Uachnicki of the Hinfield-Oyama-Okanagan Centre - Chamber
of Commerce said the Chamber of CO~uerce would also like to have
observers on the Okanagan Basin vlater Board.

The Chairman mentioned that various groups and citizens
are invited to attend meetings~ Meetings of the Water Board
have always been open to the

Mr. Bennett said the three Mayors of the larger centers
have aired their views and it was up to the Regional Districts
to reply n011. 'rhe Letters Patent of the three Regional Districts
could not be changed to include special city representation,
but they could be changed to increase the numbeT of representatives
from each Regional District. It 1eTOuld then be up to each Regional
District to appoint an urban representative, if desirable. The
Chairman suggested this t IIould have to be brought up again
'\',ith each Regional District. ]ViTo Bennett said the Regional
District of Central Okanagan ~TOuld bring this up at the next
Regional District meeting.

-------------

The Secretary-Ilanager mentioned that there had been several
inquiries again from citizens and Jocal groups concerning the
present status of the Uoods Lake water quality problem. He
mentioned the Okanagan Basin Study Committee "llTOu1d shortly be
reporting on scientific findings relative to the Uoods-Kalamalka
Lake problem. He suggested that the Provincial Gover~~ent also
be approached to determine the present position of the Water
Resources Service on the problem and the status of the current
provincial study on Hoods IJake.

Mayor Fleming asked if there was any sign of a forthcoming
Provincial statement on the Uoods-Kalamalka Lake li'later quali ty
problem. The Sec:retary-fiIanager replied that so far there has
been no indication of a statement. It would be desirable to ask
for a statement.
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Heeting:
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Bennett - Farmer~

That the Okanagan Basin Hater Board use their influence to
obtain an interim statement from the Provincial Government con
cerning the present status of the Kalamalka-Woods Lake water
quality investigationso

Nr. BmTtree mentioned that the next meetlng of the Okanagan
Basin Water Board had tentatively been set for 10:00 a.m. Ilarch
2. The 'Hater Board liifill meet l'Ti th the Study Committee in the
afternoon to consider the role of the Okanagan Basin 1:later Board
in the Study.

Adjournment: Hr. Bennett moved that the
meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.

be adjourned. The

Secretary-rlanager Chairman
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i~ OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

e6

NOTICE

OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY-MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763 - 4918

January 13, 1972

A regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin

Water Board will be held on Thursday, February

3rd. 1972 at 2:00 p.m. in the offices of the

Regional District of Central Okanagan, 540 Groves

Avenue, Kelowna, B.C.

vi. Parchomchuk
Secretary-r~nager

vlP/pp
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NOTICE

OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY-MANAGER
S40 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA. BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763-4918

January 13, 1972

A regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin Water Board will be

held on Thursday, February 3rd. 1972 at 2:00 p.m. in the offices of

the Regional District of Central Okanagan, 540 Groves Avenue, Kelowna,

B.C.

Following the regular meeting arrangements have been made for a

joint meeting with the Okanagan Basin Study Committee at 6:00 p.m. in

the Capri Hotel,Kelo1~a. Dinner will be served. Following dinner

the progress of the Okanagan Basin Study will be reviewed by the Study

Committee. The role of the Water Board in the Study will be discussed.

This will be a good opportunity to air questions.

vi. Parchomchuk
Secretary-Manager

WP/pp
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V~. B.J. worder
Okanagan nlii~G

R•• 14
Vernon, B.C.

v~••~<~~~.y 18, 1 72
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OKANAGAN BASIN 'vATER BOARD

AGENDA

Thursday, ~~rch 2, 1972, 10:00 a.m.

1. Minutes from meeting of February 3, 1972.

2. Accounts.

3. Financial Statements - Year ended December 31, 1971.

4. B.E. r~rr, Chief Engineer Water Investigations Branch, - Review Kalamalka -

Woods Lake studies.

5. Correspondence.
GO C d'f CJ.f f~h~/(.J617 - Observer

a) Thompson-Nicola Regional District - G.J. Bowers, observer

b) Regional District of Columbia-Shuswap - J.E. Kerr, observer

c) Summerland - K. Blagborne, observer-.---
d) Aquatic Weed Control.

v/~Regional District of North Okanagan

-/-F. Richter, Minister of I~nes and Petroleum Resources

~-R. Williston, Minister of Lands Forests & Water Resources

-Winfield-Oyama-Okanagan Centre Chamber of Commerce

e) Regional District of Central Okanagan Removal of outfalls in the

Okanagan system.

6. Pollution Control Permits.

a) Letter - V. Raudsepp, Chairman Pollution Control Board, - re: Fish

Hatchery application for Pollution Control Permit.

b) Letter - W.N. Venables, Director Pollution Control Branch, re: Sun-

Rype Products Ltd., Calona Wines Ltd., and Calona Distillers Ltd.,

application for Pollution Control Permit.

c) Applications for Pollution Control Permits.

-Westbank Irrigation District

-All Star Holdings Ltd.,

-A. Luknowsky

7. Snow Survey Bulletin, February 1, 1972.

other Business



,
J,.~ OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

~~

NOTICE

OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY- MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763-4918

February 21, 1972

A regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin

Water Board will be held on Thursday, ~~rch 2, 1972

at 10:00 a.m. in the Offices of the Regional District

of Central Okanagan, 540 Groves Avenue, Kelowna.

w. Parchomchuk
Secretary-Manager

WP/pp
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~~

TO: Mr. L. Bawtree
Mr. P.A. Farmer
Mr. M. Marshall
Mayor P. Duke

OFFICE OF

THE 5ECRETARY- MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763-4918

February 17, 1972

Mrs. G.V. Lawrence
Mr. W.C. Bennett
Mr. D.A. Pritchard

A regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin Water Board will be
held on Thursday, March 2, 1972 at 10:00 a.m. in the Offices of the
Regional District of Central Okanagan. The enclosed copy of a Resolution
from the Regional District of Central Okanagan will be discussed in
addition to regular business.

A meeting of considerable importance will be held with the
Okanagan Study Committee at 2:00 p.m. on the same day (March 2). A
copy of a letter from the Study Committee indicating items to be
discussed during the meeting is enclosed for your review prior to
the meeting. It would be desirable to hold a meeting of the Committee
of the Whole of the Okanagan Basin Water Board to form a concensus
of opinion. This could possibly be done on March 2nd. prior to our
meeting with the Study Committee.

A copy of the objects and purpose of the Water Board as stated
in the Letters Patent is also enclosed for review.

Yours truly,

(for) L. Bawtree
Chairman

\YF/LB/pp

enc.



rUNU::LES OF A T·'T7I:JTETG OF BASIN WATER BOARD"
T~ffiCH 2, 1972 9 2~OO p.m. OFFICI:JS OF Trill REGIONAL DISTRICT
OF CENTRAL OICfiNAGJ-\.:N 9 KELO:;g'JA L..!2.. C. .. _

Present~

P. Duke
U. C. Belli'1.ett
M. j',Iarshall
P 01-1. 0 Fal'"mel~

T CIl'a- T (A]..LQ'~-n""'·'-e\U III U ..U.C V,j 1-1. _ l:vl..L_Q.. G j

Also in Attendance~

Hayor H. Hoth
B,I:J. ]'/[arr

Dr. R. Buchanan

L,lL Bergman

I![ayor S, Fleming
E. vIalton

K. Blagborne

C. Thomas
Art Pitt

H ¢ Vlachniclci

H. Thomson
J. Hamilton

G,J. BmTers
A. Von Gadenstedt
Ho S-toll

u. Kane

Vernon NeITS, Kelm-m.a CouTier,

IloDQNoOo
Tl<)]Jol\ToIJo
R.D.C.O.
RoI)oCoOo
RoDQO~S{)

RoDoOOS0

City of Kelolma
Chief Engineer 9 Water
Investigations Branch.
Biologist 9 \;Jater Invest-
igc:d:;j.ons Branch.
Senior Hydraulic Enginee~

Hater Investigations Branch ,
City of Vernon,
Engineering Department,
City of Vernon.
Observer, Corporation of
Summerland,
Dj.strict Engineer 9 Hater
Rights Branch.
Chairman, Association of
B.C. Irrigation Districts.
Okanagan Basin Study.
Winfield 9 Okanagan Centre
Chamber of Corwnerce.
Uinfj.eld, Oyama, Ol-;:anagan
Centre, Chamber of COlrrmerce.
~elanning Director, R, D, 0, S.
Engineer, City of Penticton,

J: ol'\f ~R,(JI)c
Verilon 9 B,C.
Alderman, Corporation of
S1LYDlner lana..
J\,ldermcm, City of Kelovma

Radio 9 CKOV Radio.

]VII'. Farmer informed that IVlayor Shm'! Hould be the alternate
Director from the Regional trict of Okanagan-Similkameen.

Bermett ..-Dul~e ~

That the minutes of
be adopted as circulatecL

meeting of February 3rd, 1972

CARRII:JD

ACCOlJNTS ~ Accounts outstanding to ]'J[arch 2nd 9 1972, tota~Ling :n, 139.52
vere presented for payment.

Bennett--:F'armer---------
That the accounts tOtCL~__Uih

Clu"1RIED



MINUTES OF THE
pOARD, }w~RCH 2 9 1972

OF OK.LU;fAGAl\T BASIN \LO~TER

,---_._--_._.

Financial
Statements~ The Secretary-I'1anager revim,red

statements for the lJater Board
December 31, 19710
Capital and Loan 9 aJJ.ce
of Revenue artcl. J~~x}?encli

audited financial
the year ended
uded a General

Sheet EtncL S-ta~bE:"";ment;

BerrQett-M~~all~

That the Finallci2~l Sta-i~ernen.-ts

Hater Board for tb.e year
be accepted as present

of the Okanagan Basin
December 31st, J.97l

CARRIED

that uas expressed
qll(JJity in the

. 13 0 MalT 9 Chief Engineer 2

COY1C8T<11

t a stuQy of a more
reclDj.::'ed "GO help manage w-ater

MrQ Marr related

The Chairman
IIater Investigations

cluring the past s'mnmer over\-rater
Kalamalka-Uoods Lake
Preliminary studies
intens i ve nature "lTOuld
quality and quantity
The \vater Investiga '-'-'-.UL"0 Brcu'lch lIaS authorized to carry
out a more intensive uater management study of the
Kalamalka-Uoods Lake Tbe study VTould last
approximately tlIO years 2 h:LClude the fcllo"lv-
ing s tl)~cl j.e s ~

Kalamalka-·
Hoods Lake
Reports;

1{ycl1rJ O{S80 log-::l
SOClO··-l!jC e'nCI]il,:L

es of a report
The studies would

u:ndel' tb.e Okanagan Basin
E'•.• :c11anged be-breen the

8:i"11-·Provincial Study 0

Mr 0 1'1arr dis ted
outlining the frameVTo:ck
covelr'o more 0..et;ail th2LYl
Agreement 0 Information 1!QuId
Provincial Study and

Mr. Bennett tions w-o~lid start.

Mro Marr replied chat
to measure groundlrater Y'

weeko The report would bs c
Approximately ten stream gauges
lishedo

vv, ..,---,--vction of some 50 l/Tells
lIould be started next

sd December 19730
have already been esta"b--

r!Ir 0 Bennett Wal.ker report
outlining an alternate routs lor discharge of cooling
1·rater had been presented to tne ProiTincial Government 0

IJlr 0 MGtl~r lr,)erJ1i
by the Director of
ented by Hiram
the Study Groupo

had been requested
Control and had been pres-

will be available to

':rhe Chairman a
Mr 0 Ivlarr replied

could be several hundred

much the StlJ.dy vrould cost,
~.yere not certain 9 bu~t

dollars 0

The Seeretary--Ivlanager
during the p2.St 8DJI1'.meT vIas
the Kalamalka-vloods Ilake
placed on water q"L18,li '";:;

lone d that pu1Jlic cone ern
vTate Y ' oualitv in. -:.l. v-

v[ould study emphasis be

I-Jlr 0 Ivlarr replied. that groul1Civr.lter sampling 1'lould
be conce:cned mainly vIi groundvrate:c quality and nutrient
inputs through grounchlater 0
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Kalam.alka
"Hoods Lake
Report
(Contld)~

Lake and stream "i'rater quality stations liwuld be
established as well, will be used to trace nutrients
and water movement.

rJIr. Kane mentioned that \orater quality problems on
Brant 1 s Creek and. in ods Lake llere found to be outside
the terms of reference Okanagan Basin Study, he
expressed concern that local problem.s could not be in
cluded.

Mro I·farr replied the Okanagan Basin Study was
a broad framework plan as opposed to direct water manage
ment. A general framework plan could not cover specific
problems. There lvere dollar limitations as "ltJell.

J\fr. Halton asked if the report \TOuld give some in
dication of how to manage the lakes and would it look
back to see lihat the of the Hiram VJalker Distillery
has contributed.

Mr. Marr replied that the study liJOuld look back at
the total problem. One part of the input vwuld have
to be the changes brought about by the Hiram vlalker
Distillery. Although Distillery did not contribute
to the problem in 1971, this did not eliminate the
possibility of problems the future. I'c1r. r1arr said
he was looking for further suggestions that would aid
the study. He hoped there "lvould be further meetj.ngs
with the Water Board and other interested organizations.

Corres'pondence ~

The following letters were read~

City of
Penticton
Observer~

1. Letter from the City
F. U 0 Laird vIOuld act
Okanagan Basin ter
as to the request
Board for Penti on.

of Penticton stating that 11ayor
as an in-cerim observer to the
Board, pending the decision
full representation to the

Thompson-Nicola
Regional Dis- 2.
trict Observer~

Letter from the Thompson-Nicola Regional District
appointing Director G.J. Bm-rers as observer to the
Okanagan Basin:Viater Board.

Regional
District
Columbia
Shusvrap
Observer~

Su...TJ:lillerland
Observer~

3. Letter from t he Regional District of Colurnbia
Shusvraf appointing Director J .:8. Kerr as observer to
the Okanagan Basin ter Board.

4. Letter from the Corporation of the District of
Su...~nerland appoint Alderman Ken Blagborne as
observer to the Okanagan Basin lJater Board on behalf
of the Su...Tlinerland Municipal Council.

F'armer-Duke ~

ffhat the above correspondence be received a.."Yld
filed.

CARRIED
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Aquatic He
Control~

The follO':;Ting letters concern:Lng control of acquatic
weeds in the Okanagan area were read~

Regional
District of
North Okanag
an~

5. Letter from the Regional District of North Okanagan
advising that the Regional District unanimously
endorses the action of the Okanagan Basin Water Board
'Hitll respect to harvesting 1JTeeds in the Okanagan
Lake.

F. Richter~ 6. Letter from Richter 2 I1inister of rvIines and
Petroleum Resources, in reply to a\:/ater Board
letter of February 9th. . Richter stated that
aquatic vTeed growth was also prevalent in Skaha and
other lakes in the Okanagan chain,a nd ~TaS causing
considerable concern.
He 1Jvill discuss problem th IVLr. Filliston in
the hope that necessary meaST.:treS could be undertaken
to attempt to curtail this type of Iveed grmTth.

Letter from the Honourable R. G.ihlliston, J\1inister of
Lands, Forests and ter Resources 9 in reply to a

1.Jater Board letter of :B'ebruary 9th. r'1r. vJilliston
stated that his De does not accept respon
si1Jility for "V'T8ecl control on lakes, 8J.'1d there is
nothing of a legislative nature requiring the Prov
ince to become financiaLly involved in such matters.
Mr. Nilliston stated would be in a better position
to revievI the aquatic -(-Teed grovrth problem. I'Then studies
presently being done ldere comrleted "lTithin tvTO months.

Letter from the VJinfield Oyama OkEl.nagan Centre
Chamber of Commerce 9 stating the Chamber of
Cormnerce recognizing the urgent need for the develop-

ment of an aquatic 1J1eed harvester had H...'1dertaken steps
to develop and build cally such a machine in
consultation \'lith local engineers. It vIas estimated
that an aquatic i'reed harvesting machine could be
developed locally a ce of approximately
~~319 000.000

Honourable
R.G. Hilliston~7.

\Vinfield-Oyama
Okanagan Centres
Chamber of •
Commerce~

In referring to Mr.
that a machine designed
be necessary so that it

j s le-tter IVlr. Farmer mentioned
to avoid spillage of weeds would
could be used on all lakes.

Mr. Marl" said that the operation and timing of weed
harvesting was important. A distinction should be made
betvreen dredging and harvesting. Dredging operations
would raise more quest as feasibility than har-
vesting.

Mayor Flemj.ng said ELI'. Williston j s letter
implied the Provincial Government vms not responsible

aquatic vreed control. He pointed out that the Prov
ince derives tax revenues Leorn lakeshore properties.
The Province has both responsi ty and authority. It
must accept this responsibility in this regard, at least
temporarily. The C~L ty Vernon i.s ready to cooperate 0

Unless liTeeds are remo'led from the foreshore in the north
arm of Okanagan Lake beach I'TOuld have to be closed 0

IiII'. J:t'leming object -co the statement by Mr. \:Jillistol1
that t Provin_ce had no responsibility for the control
of aquatic ITeec1s.
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Aquatic lIeed
Control~

(Cont1d)

Mr. Marr said that the Province ipras looking into
the overall vTeed problenL is not only a 10ca1 9 but
a Province--'V'Tide problem. An engineering firm has been
retained to assist assessing aquatic '""Teed problems .

. Marr pointed out that the City of Victoria is doing
some of its own weed harvesting. u He mentioned that a
harvesting program is aimed at the effect rather than
the cause of weed growth.

J'1ayor Ii'leming said agreed. ipTith vJhat the long-·
range solution to the problem 'Vwuld be ~ hovrever 9 he was
concerned for the ilnmediate removal of weeds using
approved methods 0 If v'Teed grouth is not removed shortly
this vwuld destroy property values an,d create a loss of
taxation revenue for the Province. The ITorth arm of
Okanagan Lake v'TOuld be almost entirely lost. He suggested
that if the Province has no responsibility in this matter 9
vIhy are the HUe"1icipalities required to apTroach the Prov
ince for I'mter licences 9 foreshore permits 9 a,n.d pollution
control permits. Something should be done to control
aquatic v'Teeds nOv'T 9 lImiting for the long-range sol-
ution.

Hr. ]'![arr pointed out that ]Vlr. Uilliston 1 s letter
mearly stated that there vIas nothing of a legislative
nature requiring the Province to become involved~ This
does no'c necessarily mean there vTould not be involvement.
Also the Province was waiting for results of on-going
studies.

Mr. Farmer said he agreed with Mr. Fleming's state
ment and 'iJould reject the statement macLe by l\1r. Uilliston
concerning Provincial responsibility. Mr. Ii'armer wished
to see the vTeed problem throughout the whole lake chain
including Skaha 9 Tugulnuit ~llison Lakes controlled.
He agreed that something should be done this year.
r1r. Farmer suggested that the Board reject the implications
by the Honourable Minister's letter.

rJ[r. Bennett suggested that the Board take a co
operative approach 1;1i the I\fhnister rather than debating.
He suggested tha'c the ChaiTman and Secretary--NanageT visit
the Minister to see could be done to control aquatic
vleeds ·this yeaT.
Mr. Marshall suggested that the Minister be invited to
attend a meeting of the er Board.
]VIr. Farmer suggested that the I'hnister be contacted as soon
as possible.

Bennett-Marshall~--------
f1'ha t the IvIinister OJ: ..Lrands 9 FOTests and Hater

Resources be contacted as soon as possi.ble to arrange for
a meeting with the Board i.n the Okanagan90r in Victoria
vIitIl the Chairman and Secretary--Manager 0

C1L.1lliIED

llr. I'1arr extended an i.nvitation for the press to be
present at a public meeti.:ng in the Oyama Firehall this
evening ,to discuss the repoTt \vhich "ras presented concern
ing the Kalamalka·,:\Ioocl,s Lake liJater quality problem.



\

'.,

IlfIINUJ1ES OF TIi""E iJIEETING OF TI~ OKANAGAN BASIN I;JATER
BPfu~D2 ~U~RCH 2 9 1972. 6.

Removal of
Effluent
Outfalls from
the Okanagan
Lake
System;

A letter from the Regional District of Central Okanagan
',Tas reacL The follOl'Ting resolution viaS adopted by that
Regional District;

I1The Regional District of Central Okanagan
hereby requests the Okanagan Basin Fater Board
to be the vehicle to study the feasibility~

and to develop methods for the effective
removal of all outfalls in the Okanagan Lake
system, and to clevelolJ methods of financing
same. ii

Mr. Bennett distributed copies of the statement
vThich he had presented to the Regional District of Cent
ral Okanagan, urging the removal of outfalls from the
Okanagan Lake System. He suggested the -Hater Board
would be the best vehicle to undertake studies and
initiate action for the removal of outfalls.
rifr. Bennett made a motion tlla t the vrater Board support
the letter from the Regj_onal District of Central
Okanagan.

I'-'Ir. Farmer agreed viith . Bennett! s remarks
and suggested that tris Hould have to take a period of
years for implementation. He suggested some discharges
are more acceptable than others, he indicated that the
City of Penticton now has tertiary treatment which makes
its effluent almost acceptable.

Illr. Bennett stated that outfalls vTith vTater of the
same quality as removed from the system should not
require further improvement. This proposal should work
into the Okanagan Bas Study TThen it is completed.
Financial assistance vIould be requi::ced from the senior
levels of Government.

Hayor Roth thought the resolution vms premature
and felt the Board should wait for results from the
Okanagan Basin Study 0 The City of KeJ_OIma is presently
experimenting with tertiary treatment and the City of
Vernon is investigating possibilities of spray irrig
ation 9 using selvage effluent.

Mr. Bennett suggested was best to start the
organizational groundwork for removal of outfalls now.
vlhen the study is complete ~ information v'lOuld be avail
able and action could be taken almost immediately.

The Chairman mentioned that larger cities in the
valley are accepting their responsibility for waste removal
and are working towards this end. The smaller areas 9

he said, should also be setting aside land for spray irr
igation projects.
Hr. Bennett suggested that the Board? at present, should
place most of the emphasis on financing aspects of out
fall removal, rather than on the technical feasibility
vvhich is being covered by -the Okanagan Basin Study.
The cities alone could not afford the large bill for
waste removal, society as a whole has allowed outfalls
in the past, therefore, society must be expected to assist
in removing these Ims s from -Hater systems. The Federal
Goverlliilent should be contacted for financial assistance.
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Mr. Farmer mentioned that much of this requiredRemoval of
Effluent Outfalls
from Okanagan information 'Fould come out of the Okanagan Basin Study
Lake System~ report. Mr. Eennett replied that the Water Board
(Cont I d) should vIQrk in conjl.LYlction the Study Group.

Mr. Marr said that the Okanagan Basin Study i,vill
be looking into financial and other institutions which
'lIQuId be mOfit closely suited for implementation of the
S-cud;Yf Unt results of the spray irrigation in Vernon
are k...YlOiivrl, an assessment cannot be made as to v\Thether
this is a usable tec~Lique for the entire Valley.
To maintain present le-v-els of 1!1ater quality in the lake
system, various types of treatment may be required
in different areas.
Mr. Bennett suggested that the motion from the Regiona+
District of Central Okanagan be accepted, hOv\Tever, uitl1
the emphasis on methods of financing rather than physical
studies for removal.

Bennett-Marshall~

That the Okanagan Basin ter Board support the
motion of the Regional District of Central Okanagan 9

requesting that the Okanagan Basin Water Board be the
vehicle to study the feasibility and to develop methods
for removal of outfalls in the Okanagan Lake system,
and to develop methods of financing the same 9 and that
emphasis be placed on the financing aspects.

CARRIED

V. Raudsepp
Re: Fish
Hatchery:

Applicationsfor Pollution ColltEoLPerrgj--t2l.

A letter \'Jas received from T'~r. V. Raudsepp,
Chairman, of -ehe Pollution Control Board, acknO\'!ledging
the Okanagan Basin \later Board letter of February 9th,
objecting to an applicat the British Columbia
Department of PubJ_ic :l!orks, for a permit to discharge eff
luent from a Fish Hatchery at Su.ernr.o.erland into Okanagan
Lake.

Farmer - Bennett:
That the above ter be received and filed.

U.N. Venables
Re~ Calona
Hines, Sun
Rype, Keloyma
Distillers:

CARRIED
~-,-,--* .._-

A letter from W.N. Venables, Director of the
Pollution Control liaS read. The letter stated that an
application for Pollu-bion Control Permit by Sun-Rype
Products Ltd, C2clona "lines 9 and KelO'.ma Distillers Ltd,
dated April 12th, 1971, had been reviel!ed; and that
Pollution Control Permit No 0 J?E 1 h8S bRRYl l88uecL
The Permit has been granted in viet! of the liTork being pro.,.
vided, such as extended areation, clarification of the
treated effluent and removal of nutrients, equivalent to
or better than tertiary treatment. Furthermore, compre
hensive sampling and testing programmes for the trade
wastes and treated effluent have been established.

The Secretary-Manager informed that the application
in ths above name did not include removal of nutrients to
a tertiary level, and suggested that an inquiry be made as
to vrhether this 1j\Tas includecL in the Pollution Control
Permit.
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Farmer-BerL.'1ett ~

or not removal
treatment has

Perm.it!>

That a letter
Branch asking whether
equivalent to tertiar
the Pollution Control

be s to the Pollution Control
of nutrients
been vrritten into

C.A..RHIED------=--

'i;Jestbank
Irrigation
Disttict~

The Secretary-I'1anager revievved an application for
Pollution Control Permit by the 1:1estbanl:: Irrigation
District to discharge effluent from a pollution control
centre at Hestbank into a grou.11d disposal site. The
average 24-hour discharge vTOuld be 100 1 000 gals.
The Secretary-Manager mentioned that on consultation with
the design engineer, he learned that most of the effluent
would be used for spray irrigation, There was some provr
ision for storage over winter months. Some of the eff
luent would also be used for groillld exfiltration.
He mentioned that the Board had made recommendations
tOllard an earlier application by iJiestbank Irrigation
District to have the effluent used for spray irrigation.

The water Board commended the Westbank Irrigation
District in their effort to have the sewage removed from
the lake and placed on the la.11d.

An application by All Star Holdings Ltd., to dis~

Ltd. charge effluent from a commercial and residential develop
ment in Rutland, B. C. into groD.nd disposal fields vvas
presented to the Board. The average 24-hour discharge
would be 33,000 gals. Treatment to be applied to the
waste before discharge vTould be extended aeration secon
dary treatment,followed by ground disposal. A imilar
application by A. Luls::nOl';rsky to discharge effluent from
the proposed Belgo Arms Motor Hotel located at Rutlffi~d

into the groUl~d was also reviewed at the same time. The
average 24-hour discharge from the hotel would be
40 9 500 gals. The type of treatment to be applied before
discharge would be primary settling in a septic tank.

All Star
Holdings

and
A. LulmoiTsky ~

The Secretary-Manager mentioned when similar
applications had been made by Okanagan Builders Land Dev
elopment, the Tech:'1ical Cornmittee to the Hater Board had
recommended that groU.11d vT8:cer investigations be made
in the surround:i:r.tg area to determine the rate and extent
of movement of pollution indicatorS. He ~~est@tl th~t
~ ©~mil~r report also be reguired for the above.two
mentioned applications the Rutland'area

The Secretary-Manager cautioned that an evaluat
ion should be made by the Pollution Control Branch of
the increasing discharges of effluent into ground water
in the Rutland area. Nitrate levels in some test wells
in the area vJere non approaching the limit set under

the Canadian Drinking \:later Standards. Although disposal
of effluent ITastes into the ground is currently the best
alternative; this should only be used as an interim
measure U.11til more comprehensive sewage schemes are des
igned.

TJIr. Bennett mentioned that the Pollution Control
Branch will likely require a geologist1s report on all
large volume discharges to the ground. He agreed that
the Hater Board should request that such a report be
required on these applications.
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THE OK.A.1ifAGAl'J BASIN HATER

That a geologist!s report be required to
accompany the application for a pollution control
permit by All Star Holdings Ltd.,

C~4.PJnED

fIr. Bavltree informed the press that they IiTere
invited to a press conference th the Okanagan Basin
Study Committee at 5~OO 13 m.

The meeting adjourned at 12~lO p.m.



~.nNUTES OF A JIIlliETING OF TIm Cm1MITTEE OF THE 1m:OLE
OF THE OK1U\iAGAlif BASIN WATER BOARD, rrlARCH 2:b 1972
1~30 p.m. OFFICES OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL
OKA,1\TAGAN.

Present~ L. Bmftree
IVI. JIIIarshall
P. Duke
vI. C. Benne t t
J. Shmf
P.A. Farmer
U. Parchomchuk

R.D.N.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.N.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.

Secretary-Manager

Accounting
System~

The Secretary-Manager informed the Board that
the Regional District of Central Okanagan had agreed
to manage the accounts for the Okanagan Basin \later
Board at a charge of ~n50.00 per year.

The accounts of the Okanagan Basin Hater Board
would be incorporated into the Regional District books
and managed in the same manner as any other function.
Separate financial statements ";Till still be made avail
able to the Hater Board on a quarterly basis.
In order to incorporate the Okanagan Basin \'later Board
accounts into the books of the Regional District of
Central Okanagan, the 1972 Provisional Budget of the
Board was revised under different headings to comply
with the aCCOQntD~g system of the Regional District.
This 1ms revielived i'Tith the Board.

Farmer - DQke ~

That accoQnting for the Okanagan Basin Water Board
be carried out by the Regional District of Central
Okanagan for a sUJn of ~n50.00 annually. A letter should
be forwarded in this regard.

CARRIED

Additional
Representation A 1 ~t ~ Ih D " 1 D" t .. ~ C t 1+. e G er Irom 'C e heglona lS -rlC-C OI en ra
on uhe Hater Ok 0. 0. ". 'I t 'h R . 1 B 0. h dD oa d' anagan \las rea a vlslng 1;:la 1; eceglona oar a .
Dr.. passed a resolution to request the Minister of Municipal

Affairs to amend the Letters Patent of the Regional Dis
trict of Central Okanagan to increase the membership on
the Okanagan Basin Water Board to three members.

A letter from the Regional District of Okanagan
Similkameen stated the matter of requesting Supplementary
Letters Patent, to increase membership on the Okanagan
Basin Hater Board to three, has been tabled until that
District's regular meeting of March 30, 1972.

A letter from the Regional District of North Okanagan
advised that the Regional Board had passed a resolution
to make application to have Letters Patent amended to
increase membership on the Okanagan Basin Water Board
to three members. The resolution also included the pro
vision that the application is to be made in conjunction
with the other two Regional Districts represented on the
l'later Board.

Mr. Farmer felt the consensus in the Regional Dis
trict of Okanagan-Similkameen was that bigness would not
necessarily mean extra efficiency. There were seven·
Municipalities in the Regional District of Okanagan
Similkameen.
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If one is entitled to a special membership, then others would
also request the same. Nr. Farmer suggested tr~t if a third
man is appointed, from each Regional District to represent a
MUlLicipality he would have to represent all the Municipalit
ies in the RegioD 0

Nr. ~furshall stated that no one mayor could represent
his particular area on the Board, any representative on the
~vater Board must represent the entire Hegional District.
Nr. Bawtree agreed that special priveledges could not be given
to anyone area. The North Okanagan has agreed to increase
its membership on the Board to three. This does not necessarily
mean the third member would be appointed from a municipality.
Future activities of the Water Board may require that there be
three members.

f~. Farmer mentioned it would have to be made clear to
the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen at the next meet
ing, that although there may be a third representative on the
vlater Board the Letters Patent vlill not necessarily state that
this third representative will be from anyone particular city,

Nr. Bautree mentioned that if the size of the Hater
Board is increasedto nine the amount of public input would have
to be limited.

Mayor Shaw suggested that the public should not be re
strained from speaking. The public meeting held in Osoyoos
was very useful. Nuch conversation has been initiated. He
felt there should be some follol'T-up to this type of meeting.
Mr. Bawtree suggested that the matter of a third representative
from each Regional District be tabled until after the next
meeting of the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen.

The Secre"cary-I1anager mentioned that he had been to a
workshop seminar, sponsored by the Okanagan Basin Study in
Vancouver, February 22 _. 24. He mentioned that much valuable
technical information has been exchanged. Slunmary reports were
available if the Board vTished to review these. V~. Bennett
suggested that each Planner from each Regional District should
have copies of these summary reports. The Secretary- JVIanager
itJ"Oulc1 distribute these.

Mr. Bautree mentioned that the ':Tater Board vrould be meet ....
ing this afternoon with the Study Committee to discuss the role
and objectives of the l1Tater Board, and to improve communication
with the Okanagan Basin Study.

J'iJr. Belli"lett felt that it "vas not possible for the i:Jater
Board to comrnent upon its role and objectives vntil they had
heard the views of-the Okanagan Basin Study.

~tt. Bawtree mentioned that any recommendations or sugg
estions made by the Water Board should represent the consensus
of the entire i:later Board, a unified approach should be taken
in the meeting this afternoon.

];"'armer-Bennett ~

l'hat the meeting adjourn
CARRIED

The meeting adjourned at 2~30 p.m.
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OKANAGAN BASIN· WATER BOARD

AGENDA

Thursday April 6, 1972, 2:00 p.m.

1. Minutes from meeting of March 2, 1972

2. CORRESPONDENCE:

(a) Regional District of North Okanagan -
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Okanagan Basin Water Board.
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(Report Distribution)
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5. Aquatic Weed Control

6. Applications for Pollution Control Permits:

(a) R.O. Hall - Laundramat Okanagan Falls

(b) Coldstream Meat Packers Ltd. Vernon, B.C.

(c) MacDonalds Consolidated Ltd. Summerland, B.C.

(d) Hiram Walker and Sons Limited

Letter: City-of Kelowna re: Applicationsfor Pollution
Control Permits.

7. Regulation of Feed Pens within Creek Beds.

8. Snowpack and Lake Levels.
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J..~ OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

~a

OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY- MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763- 491B

March 27, 1972.

OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

NOTICE

A regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin Water

Board will be held on Thursday April 6, 1972 at

2:00 P.M. in the offices of the Regional District

of Central Okanagan, 540 Groves Avenue, Kelowna,

British Columbia.

W. Parchomchuk

Secretary-Manager



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE OIVU~AGFJ~ BASIN WATER BOARD
APRIL 6, 1972, 2~OO p.m. OFFICES OF TF~ REGIONAL DISTRICT
OF CENTRAL OKAL~AGAi.~.

Present: L. Bawtree (Chairman)
Mayor S. Fleming
vI. C. Bep..nett
M. Marshall
P.A.Farmer
G. V. Lmvrence
Mayor 'J. Shaw (Alternate)

Also in Attendance:

Mayor Laird
Mayor Roth
Alderman R.W. Sturgess
K. Blagborne
G. J. Bov,lers
J. Hamilton Engineer,
B. Harvey

Alderman PorteN;""

Press and Radio:

R.D.H . O.
R.D.N.O.
E.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
E.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.

City of Penticton
City of Kelmtma
Oliver B.C.
Corporation of Summerland
Thompson-Nicola Regional Dst t
City of Penticton
Association of B.C. Irrigation

Districts.
Osoyoos, B.C.

Vernon News, KeloiVJna Courier, CKOV Radio, CKOK Radio
CKIQ Radio.

Minutes: ~ett-Fa~~

That the minutes of the meeting of March 2, 1972 be
adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

CorresDondence:

The following letters were read:

1. Letter from the Regional District of North Okanagan app
ointing Stuart Fleming as alternatE '.representative to

the Okanagan Basin Water Board.

2. Letter from the Regional District of Okanagan-SimiLkameen
appointing Mr. J.B. Shaw, Village of Osoyoos, as alternate
member for the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen
on the Okanagan Basin Water Board.

Bennett-Lavr£ence:

That the above correspondence be received and filed.

CkTffiIED



Additional
Representation
on Okanagan
Basin Water
Board:

Summaries
Public
Meetings:

Aquatic
Weed
Control:

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN WATER
BOARD APRIL 6, 1972 • 2.

Mr. Farmer informed that the Regional District
of Okanagan-Similkameen had agreed to apply for an
.amendment to Letters Patent of that Regional District to
increase membership on the Okanagan Basin Water Board
from two to three members.

Mr. Bawtree informed that the Regional District
of North Okanagan had also agreed to apply for the
same amendment when the Regional District of Central
Okanagan and the Regional District of Okanagan-Simil
kameen had agreed to do the same.

Mr. Bennett informed that the Regional District of
Central Okanagan had agreed to apply for increased
membership, and already had sent application to the
Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Mr. Bawtree suggested a letter be forwarded to
the Regional District of North Okanagan informing
that the other Regional Districts, comprising the
Okanagan Basin Water Board, had agreed to apply for
increased membership on the Water Board,

The Secretary-Manager distributed copies of a
summ~ry report which he had prepared on PUblic meet
ings the Water Board had sponsored throughout the
Okanagan during the Spring and Fall of 1971.

He explained the method used in summarizing
these meetings. The Board would have an opportunity
to discuss the results of public meetings, along
with the resident survey of the Okanagan Basin Study,
during the next meeting.

The Chairman outlined the proceedings of a meet
ing that he, Ma30r Fleming and the Secretary-Manager
had held with Mr. Williston, Minister of Lands,
Forests and Hater Resources.

The Minister had informed that his Department
would like to see some caution exercised wlth initial
weed harves~ing. He felt initial operations should
be on a limited and controlled basis. Harvesting at
present should be research oriented until further
information is available. The Minister suggested
that his Department would be prepared to enter into a
cost-sharing agreement for a pilot weed harvesting
project this summer; however, this operation should be
confined, and studied to determine the effectiveness
and cost of operation. The Minister was awaiting a
proposal to be submitted by the Water Board before
proceeding with the final cost-sharing arrangements.

(



MIlTUTES OF THE 11EETING
EOAF~ APRIL 6. 1972.

THE OKANAGAN BASIN WATER

Aquatic
vleed
Control
(Cont j d) ~

Mr. Bennett suggested that a proposal be forwarded
to the Provincial Government now.

The Secretary-Manager presented aquatic weed
harvesting costs. Estimates for equipment rental ~vere

provided on a monthly, daily and hourly basis. Average
costs per acre were also estimated.

Aquatic weed growth in the Vernon arm of Okanagan
Lake 1wuld taze approximately one month to harvest.
Total costs for a one mon operation and for a two
month operation were estimated. If a two month program
vTas undertaken this would provide an opportunity for
other communities, besides Vernon~ and resort ovmers
throughout the Okanagan~to enter into cost-sharing
arrangements as well. The total cost of the two month
weed harvesting operation was estimated to be approx
imately $6,000. The Provincial Government would have
to be approached concerning the portion of costs to be
shared.

A study of the operation would have to be under
taken to determine production capacity of the machine
and its effectiveness in lTeed gr01'Jth and control. A
consulting firm presently undertakL~g aquatic weed
studies for the Water Resources SerVice, could continue
research on this pilot project. Various other communit
ies and resort owners 1:70uld have to be contacted through~

out the Valley to determine their interest in sharing
in the program.

The Secretary-Manager explained that he has neg
otiated with several sources for the rental of a
machine on a one to two month basis. The only British
Columbia based firm supplying harvesting equipment,
Esco Ltd., did not think it vTOuld be feasible to pro
vide a machine for a short period, and were therefore
not interested in bringing a machine into the Valley.
The Secretary-Manager had asked the firm to re-consider
this decision and is continuing to attempt to make a
machine available.

Mr. Farmer suggested that the availability and the
cost of the machine be firmed up, and that the Water
Board ask the Provincial Government to share 75% of the
costs.

Mayor Fleming informed the Board that the City of Vernon
has employed a crew to clean up present dead weed debris
that has drifted ashore on the North end of Okanagan
Lake. The work ~s progressed favourably and a large
quantity of 1veed debris has been removed from the
beach and shallow foreshore areas. Private property
OvTDers on the adjacent waterfront have formed a committee
to remove weed debris on front of private residences.

The Chairman co~~ended the City of Vernon on the
lTOrk they have done in cleaning up the debris.
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4.

Aquatic
Heed
Control:
(Contld)

The Secretary-"l1anager mentioned that over the next
tlIO to three l'Jeek period the lake 1tmuld be at its
10lTest level for the year. This ;;-muld provide an
excellent opportunity to clean up beach foreshore pro
perties.

Mr. Farmer sugges that resort OlJIlers and other
interested groups throughout the Okanagan be contacted
to determine their interest sharing costs of Heed
harvesting near their ovm property. He suggested
that the daily maximurn cost estimate be presented to Ghem
to see what their comments might be in sharing this cost
with the Provincial Government in a harvesting program

That resort ovn~ers and other lakeside property
OWilers be contacted ascertain their interest in supp~

orting an aquatic weed harvesting program at a maximum
cost of ~n50.00 a day subject to sharing by the Province
of British Columbia.

CARll-lED----
The Chairman suggested that in the interim period?

there might be decisions required to be made by the
Chairman in the absence of a Board meeting.

Farmer-Bennett:

That the Chairman, His Worship Mayor Fleming and
the Secretary-Manager Ibe given the authority to make
the appropriate decisions required for implementing
the weed harvesting program.

CP.uCffiIED

Applications for ~ollution Control Permits:

The following applications for Pollution Control
permits were reviewed:

R.G.O. Hall
Lau-1'ldramat ; 1

..J... Application by Robert George O. Hall of Okanagan
Falls B.C. to discharge effluent from a coin
operated laundry into a drain field.

During peak Sl)jT..illler months effluent could also be
used to supplement irrigation water in an orchard owned
by the applicant. The average daily discharge would be
840 gals. the maximum daily discharge would be 3360 gals.

The Secretary-M~1'lager had visited the site and re-
vieued the applicat ui the applicant. There lIQuId
be no surface discharge of effluent. The availability
of a large acreage of orchard would provide versatility
in applying effluent water diluted vTith regular irrigat
ion water to crops. The Board did not foresee that
there 1Tould be Eny problems arising from this
application.
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Coldstream
Meat
Packers~

MacDonalds
Consolidated
Ltd~

2. Application for an amendment of Pollution Control
permit by Coldstream Meat Packers of Vernon, B.C.

The original permit issued on January 6, 1967
was being amended to increase the average daily discharge
from 8000 gals to 10,000 gals.

The Secretary-Manager visited the site and re
viewed the conditions of the permit withfue applicant.
Wash-water from the I1eat Packing Plant would be
discharged into a lagoon system with provision for ex
filtration into the groQnd.Excess effluent would be used
for spray irrigation on adjacent land o~med by the
applicant. The Board agreed to support the applicat
ion.

Application by MacDonalds Consolidated Limited
of Vancouver, B.C. to discharge treated effluent
from a fruit processing plant at S~mmerland into
Okanagan Lc_ke.

The average daily discharge would be 140,000 gals.
The maximum daily discharge TIould be 230 9 000 gals. The
operating period during which the effluent would be
discharged is JUly 1st. to December 31st. Treatment
to be applied to the effluent vrould be initiated into
tiw phasis.

Phase 1 would be on a iv ted sludge process
with clarification.

Phase 11 Jould be a level of treatment necessary
to mee~ any additional requirements that may
result from the Okanagan Basin report and/or a
food products inquiry.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned the applicant had
not been clear in scribing the timing and the nature
of phase 1 and phase treatments; nor had the
characteristics of the effluent on the reverse page of
the application been accurateJ_y refined. He had 1tTritten
to the Pollution Control Branch to obtain supplementary
information. There vras a possibility the application
·would be re-submitted and the obj ection period extended.

The Secretary-Manager had reviewed the application
in the field vrith the applicant and had consulted the
Summerland Research Station on the nature of cannery
effluents. The South Okanagan Health Unit "lms also
contacted concerning the application. The Secretary
r1anager mentioned that the uastes livere presently screened
to remove larger particles and then discharged to the
lake. The present discharge contains sugars; however,
only limited amounts of nitrogen andphosphorous are
expected to be in the effluent. Sugars may prOVide an
excellent media for the grouth of coliform bacteria.
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ftIacDonalds
Consolidated
limited :
(Contld)

rI'reatment by an activated sludge process is expect$d
to produce a fairly clear effluent? hovTever, this type
of treatment could be difficult since the 1Taste carries
a high bio-chemical ozygen 'demand Additions of
nitrogen and phospho rOllS to the effluent Hould likely
improve biological conditions in the treatment process.
Only a portion of the added nitrogen and phosphorous
uould then be removed

Treated Se"~Tage, according to the application,
lwuld then be discharged 0 Okanagan Lake via a sub
merged outfall.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that the operation
from JD~y 1st. to December 31st. uas esentially during
the frost free period. Possibilities for spray irrigat
ion appeared very attractive, since storage would not
be required during tel" months. He mentioned that
in most fruit canneries in the United States~ the trad
itional method of effluent disposal is through spray
irrigation systems. He suggested that a spray irrigat
ion system be investigated by the cannery.

Hr. Bem'1ett stated that since the treated effluent
according to the application, Twuld be discharged
directly into Okanagan Lake, this was not considered to
be satisfactory. He s-c_ggested that the "I'Ta.ter Board
oppose this application

Bennett-J?armer:

That the Okanagan Basin i.later Board obj ect to the
application by ]'vIacDonalds Consolidated Limited to dis-
charge treated effluent 0 Okanagan Lake; and further
that the Board continue s efforts for the removal of
i"Taste bearing ou 0 the Okanagan system.

Hiram
\Ialker & Sons
Amendment:

LL, . Application for
Permit 1To. PE26
Sons Ltd.

an amendment for Pollution Control
and PE268P by Hiram Walker &

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that the applicat
ion for an amendment merely stated that the prOVisional
permit valid for a per of three years was no longer
valid and that the time clause is now being deleted
from the Pollution trol Permit. The permit is subject
to amendment at any t upon order by the Director
of Pollution Control.

Farmer-Bennett~

That applications ,and amendments too,Pollution
Control Permits Robert Hall, Coldstream Meat Packers
Ltd., and Hiram & Sons Ltd., not be objected tc
by the Okanagan 'Ilater Board



Authority
Re ~ Pollution
Control
Permits:

MINUTES OF Th"'E IiiEETING OF TF.-E OKJiJ~AGP,.N BASIN vTATER
BOARD, APRIL 6, 1972 _.._7_._

The Chairman drevT the Board 1 s a ttent ion to items of
correspondence -viThich been exchanged 1'1"ith the City
of Kelmma concerning the processing of applications
for pollution control permj_ts. Hayor Roth v'iT8.s asked
to comment on the City of Kel01ms I S feelings regarding
applications for permits being revieV'Ted by the iJater
Board.

Mayor Roth mentioned that it vias the feeling of
the Council of the City of KeloHna that the Hater Board
does not have authority in the granting of pollution
control permits~ neither does the Board have any
c.uthority to investigate permits in the field. Applic
ations v'Ti thin the City of Keloi·ma liiToulc1 be reviewed by
the Tec:b..rLical staff of the City. T'1ayor Roth mentioned
that the Board did not have more authority to object
than any other organization" He stressed that the Board
should seek authority in pollution control matters.
The Tv1ayor suggested that any action that the Board could
presently take could be as easily implemented by the
City of KelOi'ma.

The Chairman replied that the Okanagan Basin Hater
Board was vwrking tOi1ards a unif I'm policy and approach
to all waste discharges in the Valley. So far there
has been good coope on on behalf of all those con
cerned. Objections raised by the Hater Board to some
applicsuts have had an effect on curtailing waste
discharges. The tel' Board can only fonIard recomm
endations concerning applications 7 but it is not the
final signing authority. Mr. Bawtree further mentioned
that this Board vlaS largely set up by the Provincial
GoverlLffient and the Province should recognize any re
commendations and objections made by the Board.

Mr. Bennett mentioned that if the Board is able to
vTOrk closely iIith all muxl.icipalities and organizations
throughout the Valley have more support and
authority.

Nr. Farmer ilished the Board not to become involved
iIith petty items. The Board represents com:m.unities
throughout the Okanagan and is trying to do all it can
in the interest of pollution control. If it Has felt
that the Board should have additional authority, then the
Board should also be prepared to absorb extra costs

. + 0aSSOClauen.

Mayor Roth suggested that the \Jater Board
attempt to secure more authority in local ['later resource
management. The City of Kelo\!ma would revievr applicat
ions using their own staff until the Board acquired
more authority in processing pollutinn control permits.

The Chairman suggested that the "Hater Boardr-ns
not trying to discourage c ies from making their OvT-~

decisions and objections regarding pollution control
permits? but that the cities-should comment on these
applications as well. The Board merely wished to see
copies of the applications?to be informed? and t,0 makp
objections as required.



T O~~U\Gillf BASIN HATER

Reg'Vllat inn
of Feed
Pens ~hthin

Creek Beds~

The Chairman that earlier in the year
had asked the Secretary-.f.![anager to report upon

any incidences of pollut VThich the Board should
attempt to correct.

The Secretary-Hanager informed the Board that
during field inspections he had observed several cattle
feed pens and manure' s v!i thin creek beds. \1ater
"lvas floTTing through pens and piled cattle refuse. He
suggested that these tions constituted a case
of "\vater poll'lltiol1 and should be dealt vTith on a prior-
ity bas Legislation was available to control these
practices "\vhich had en cited. He suggested that
these conditions be brought to the attention of the
appropriate authorities.

l\![r. Bennett felt
should be reported

t1::cse outstanding conditions
the authorities for correction •

. Bmrtree mentioned that this Board could only
act as a coordinating and recommending agency_ Mr.
Marshall mentioned heal authorities were also
investigating the e cts of cattle feed lots upon v·rater
quality.

The Board agreed
ligence and pollution
ropriate authorities.

these cases of gross neg
should be reported to the app-

;:n::rvJpack
and
Lake Levels~ The Secretary"-lvlanager mentioned that sno-v! surveys

for both I'larch 1st April 1st. in the Okanagan
and Similkameen drainages indicated much above average
snow accumulations. Several record accumulations were
reported from various stations. The level of Okanagan
Ilake on 6 9 1972 v!as 1120.09 ft. elevation.
This is approximatelY 4 inches above the minimal Jevel.
The current low level lake provides an exc8~lent
opportUl~ity cleaning maintaining foreshore
p::coperties.

Harking
Arrangements
Ivith Okanagan
Basin Study~

Other Bl,lsiness ~

The Secretary-Manager
to a draft copy of working
Okanagan Basin I,'later Board
drmm IIp by • Thomson of
and the Secretary--J'ianager.

the Board's attention
arrangements betueen the
and the Okanagan Basin StudY5
the Okanagan Basin Study?

The Secretary~Manager also mentioned that Mr. A.
Kirby? temporary participation co-ordinator,
under the Okanagan Study "lJQ1..:tld be in the field
the following week.



Conference
Wenatchee:

MINUTES TIlli
,;§OARD. APRIL 6? 197?m

Board s
"\'Tater Resources
'denatchee from

I':Ir. Bennett
Secretary-Manager

Bennett-Lawrence

That the expenses
paid to attend the
vJenatchee April
is able to attend.

OKANAGp-N BASIN WATER
9.

was dravm to an Internation~l

which wo~lld be held in 
- April

that if time permitted the
attend this conference0

Secretary-Manager be
Resources Conference in

the Secretary-Manager

CARRIED

That Vir. NeJ ~

Pla!h~ing Directors
Districts be asked to
to the Okanagan Basin

Technical
Committee
r4embers:

The Secretary-Mlli1ager recalled the Board's interest
at the previous concerning the expansion of
the Technical now that more information
from the Okanagan Basin would have to be reviewed~

It was suggested that . Deck, Engineering
Director of the Kelo1ina be officially approache~

and that the Plarilling ctors from each of the
Regional Districts approached to participate on
the Technical Committee.

Bennett-Farmer:

ck of the Cjty of Kelowna and the
e of the three Regional
serve on the Technical Committee
1'1,=,4""0..,., Board.

CARRIED

Mr. Bep...nett
that the Board go

that the meeting adjourn and
committee.

The meeting adjourned

Secretary-Manager

3' 30 p.m.

Chairman



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE-OF-THE WHOLE
OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN'WATER BaIRD, APRIL 6th, 19'12
3:45 p.m. OFFICES OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL
OKANAGAN, KELOWNA , B. C•

Present: L. Bawtree (Chairman
G.V. Lawrence
P.A. Farmer
~'1 •C. Bennett
M. Marshall
S. Fleming

R.D.N.O.
R.D.O.S~
R.D.O.S.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.N.O.

Mr. Farmer mentioned that he was concerned
regarding the Ci ty of Ke10wna attitude toward the
function of the ~ater Board and the processing of
Pollution Contro1.Permits. The City had pressed for
representation on the Water Board. Now that the Board
and Regional Districts have proceeded and agreed to
app1~ for additional representation, the City of
Ke10wna does not wish to be involved.

Mayor Fleming mentioned that he shared Mr. Farmer's
concern. Mayor Fleming said that he wished the cities
to have representation on the Board since the cities .
would be involved in water management. He had no desire
to see the Board weakened; however, he did agree with '
the second suggestion by Mayor Roth, - that the Water
Board should strive to achieve more authority in local
water management. He dre,., the Board's attention to
several cases where local subdivisions were objected to
by the Regional District of North Okanagan and not .
recommended for implementation. However, the senior
level of Government allowed the subdivisions to go in
Problems have subsequently developed and the local
governments, not the senior government, became res
ponsible for correction. Had the initial recommendat
ions of the Regional District been adherred too, this
type of problem would not have been encountered.
Therefore, the Mayor suggested that he would not like
to see the v/ater Board recommendations ignored. He
suggested that the .Board should examine where its
recommendations could have more recognition.

The Water Board and the Regional District cannot
really get to the basic problems if licencing and
permits are being issued by senior levels of governmen~,

thereby perpetuating bad practises. The Water Board
should be satisfied before permits can be granted.

, ,

Mr. Bennett mentioned that Regional Districts
presently are not legal objectors to applications for
pollution control permits. He felt the Regional Dis
tricts should be given the authority before the Water
Board. The \-/ater Board could work through the Reg
ional Districts.

Mayor Fleming mentioned that the Board represents
three Regional Districts in the Valley. The Board
should make recommendations to the Provincial Govern
ment, asking that the Regional Districts become legal
objectors. .

Mr. Farmer mentioned that he would ask his ,Regional
District to obtain authorization for the Secretary
Manager to enter and inspect properties in relation to
pollution permits within the Regional District of
Okanagar-Similkameen.
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Mr. Bawtree said he was not sure whether there
were changes required L~ the authority of the Board.
He noted there were already many regulations which were
tlot being enforced. The Water Board could recommend
that these be enforced in the field. If the Water Board
1'lished to become a regulatory body if could become ~ ,
involved in many prpblems.

Mayor Fleming suggested that the Regional District~

should have some authority.- Regulatory authority could
involve additional costs.

Mr. Bawtree suggested that letters be forwarded
to the Minister of Municipal Affairsland to the
Regional Districts recommending that the Regional
Districts be given authority to become legal objectors
for pollution control ap~lications.

Mayor Fleming suggested that c~ch Regional District
apply to be a legal objector.

Mr. Bennett informed that the Regional District
of North Okanagan and the Regional District of Central
Okanagan were arranging a joint meeting. He invited
the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen to attend
as well. Joint problems could be discussed.

Bennett-Fleming:

That a letter be foY;;arded to each of the Regional
Districts requesting their opinion and comments on
the suggestion that they apply to the Department of
r1unicipal Affairs to become leg3.1 objectors to applicat.
ions for pollution control permits.

CARRIED----_ .._-

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
,

Secretary-Manager Chairman



OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

AGENDA------------
Thursday May 4th, 1972 2:00 p.m.

1. Miqutes from Meeting of April 6th, 1972.

2. Accounts

3. Quarterly Statement of Expenditures

4. Correspondence:

(a) Pollution Control Branch:
- Re: Application for Pollution Control Permit

by MacDonalds Consolidated Ltd.

1/- Re: Regulation of Cattle Feed Pens

(b) Application for Objection under Section 13,
clauses 2 and 3 of the Pollution Control Act.

R.D.O.S.
R.D.C.O.

(c) Acceptance of Invitation to serve on
Technical Committee.

N.J. Deck,
- H. Thomson

D.W. Barcham

City of Kelowna
R.D.b.s.
R.D.C.O.

Sanitary Stations for Boating Wastes

Summaries Public Meetings and Resident Survey of
Okanagan Basili.-Study •

7. Other Business

c

b - /t/bL/t!.- hI' .:1/(2 ~C( II C'ut/rt:llnt<!ufr

:3 r t7 r -€-,If' ~ l' 0/; rlC f -; L e I/rr

- .Ie

- S /7 OfA/ Survey



?Ul\WTES OF THE IVJEETING 11:IE 0KA1\fAGA1''J BASIN HATER BOARD 1

~illY 4, 1972~ 2~OO p.m. OFFICES OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT
OF CENTRA.L OKANAGAN f KELmlNA f B. C•

Present~ L. Bautree (Chairman)
S" Fleming
P.A.Farmer
G.V. Lawrence
M. Marshall
1;/ •C" Bennett

Also in Attendance:

T.A.J. Leach

C.H. Thomas
M. Collins
J. Hamilton
E. Harvey,

J.E. Kerr
G.J. Bowers

R~D9N~O~

R.D.N.O.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.C.O.
R.D~C.O.

Co-Chairman, Okanagan Basin
Study

Co-Chairman, Okanagan Basin
Study

Okanagan Basin StUdy
Okanagan Basin StUdy
Engineer, City of Penticton
Manager, Vernon Irrigation

District
R.D.C.S.
R"D~T.N.

Minutes:

Accounts:

Press and Radio:
Kelow~a Courier, Vernon News, Penticton Herald, CKOK Radio
CKOV Radio, CKIQ Radio~

& 'D'S

The Chairman introduced ~tr. M. Collins of the
Okanagan Basin Study. Mr. Collins would be undertaking
recreation studies.

Bennett-Far~:

That the minutes of the meeting of April 6th, 1972
be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

The Secretary-Manager presented accounts outstanding
totalling $802.07.

Quarterly
Statement
of Expendit-of
ures:

That the above accounts totalling $802.07 be paid •

.Q..[@IED
The Secretary-Manager presented the quarterly statement

expenditures for the period January 1st - March 31st 1972.
The Board approved these statements.

I~cDonalds Correspondence:
Consolidated
Application 1. Letter from Mr. V. Raudsepp, Chairman Pollution Control
for Pollut- Board, acknowledging receipt of Okanagan Basin Water Board
ion Control letter objecting to an application for a Pollution Control
Permit: Permit b;y J!,1acDonalds Consolidated Ltd., lJIr. Raudsepp infor-

med the Pollution Control Board will consider the Water
Board objection.



MINUTES OF THE MEETIlil"G
MAY 4, 1972

OR1U~AGAN BASIN WATER BOARD,
2"

Correspondence ( 'd)

Feed Pens
\tithin
Streams:

(2) A letter of from the Pollution Control
Branch acknowledging the Okanagan Basin Water
Board letter concerning operation feed pens in streams$
Appropriate action would by the Pollution Control
Branch after an inspection was completed $

that regulation of cattle
possibJy have to be

Department of Agriculture as well.
these pens is required

The Chairman informed
feed pens within streams
pursued further with the
Advice and assistance
from Agricultural

Objections
Under
Pollution
Control
Act:

(3) Copies of letters Regional District of Okan-
agan-Similkameen and the Regional District of Central
Okanagan to the Pollution Board were read. These
letters were written the view to making application
by the Regional Districts come valid objectors under
Section 13 Clauses 2 and 3 the Pollution Control Act.
The Okanagan Basin Water Board had requested that Regional
Districts write to status as objectors under
the Pollution Control

Mr. Bennett informed
Central Okanagan would
approaching meeting

the Regional District of
matter up again at the

Department of Municipal Affairs~

Ne"tv Members
Technical
Committee:

(4) Letters from N.J. ~ of Kelowfta~ H. Thomson,
Planning Director~ Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen ;
D.W. Barcham~ Plrolning ~onTn~~ Regional District of Central
Okanagan; all accepting invitations of the Okanagan Basin
Water Board to serve on Committee to the Board.

The Chairman informed
Manager had met with members
review the latest s.

he and the Secretary-
the Okanagan Basin Study to

Seminars
Okanagan
Basin
Study:

FIT. Leach informed water quantity Task Group
the Okanagan Basin be holding three one-day

seminars throughout the in mid-f>iay. These would be
held in Vernon~ Kel01ina and and would deal only with
present water resource management and present demand.
Existing water supply conditions and management; and those
of the past fifty years be reviewed. Exact time and
location of meetings announced in the press at
a later date.

G.W. Sinclair ~tr. Leach also
Public hired as of the 1st of
Participat- ipation Program of the
ion Coordin-with the Study and the
ator:

that Mr. G.W. Sinclair was
coordinate the Public Partic

is now becoming familiar

Dr¢ 0 Riordan ment that a program has been
developed discuss factual problems both of water quality
and water quantity. Hopefully~ public will become
conversant with all aspects of vmter management and will be
able to understand water alternatj~es.



Summaries
Public
Meetings
and
Resident
Survey:

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF mE OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD
MAY 4, 1972. 3.

The Chairman drew the Board's attention to the
Summaries of public meetings which had been distributed to
the. Board at last months meeting by the Secretary-Manager.
The Board would now have an opportunity to discuss summaries
of public views presented during these meetings. Results
of a resident survey by the Okanagan Basin Study would be
reviewed with Dr. o'Riordan.

Mr. Bennett asked if the summarized results of meet
ings by the Okanagan Basin Water Boare.. .:md gone to the Okan
agan Basin Study; and whether these results were useful.

Mr. Leach replied that the results had been very
helpful to the Study and had been used. Dr. O'Riordan
mentioned that summaries of public meetings compiled by
the Water Board would be incorporated into the Okanagan
Basin Study.

The Secretary-Manager reviewed the summary Report
which he had prepared)with the w~ter Board)pointing out·
those areas of concern where the public had expressed
themselves most strongly at public meetings.

Dr. O'Riordan presented results of a resident
survey which had been carried out by the Okanagan Basin
Study during the Fall of 1971. A summary of his findings
was circulated to the W~ter Board. Resident views in the
North,Central and South Okanagan had been compared. Urban
views and rural views on v~rioUB items related to initer
resource management were also compared. A comprehensive
review of the entire survey was given to the Board.
Dr. O'Riordan explained that the goals of the survey were:
to determine hOi'; aware the public was· of the Study, what
people felt were the major problems, and whether they were
prepared to participate further in the Study. The public
were also asked to state their preferences concerning water
resource management.

Mr. Farmer expressed concern with the high percentage
of people that were not aware of the Study or of the activ
ities of the Water Board.

Dr. O'Ridrdan said there was no need for great concern
this was a natural situation where the public do not express
th~eal interest until a major item of conflict exists. The
Board should not be worried about the low rate of awareness.
Much work has been done in assimilating information for the
public. The public also must take some initiative in making
themselves aware.

Mayor Fleming suggested there was no need for real con.
cern. He stated the reason the public had elected politic
ians, was to act on their behalf while in office. The public
could express satisfaction or dissatisfaction during election
time. The Mayor explained that Vernon residents had expressed
their views on the future they wanted in a series of meetings
in Vernon. However; it was quickly realized that there was
not a sufficient tax base to give people everything they
wanted.

The Chairman explained that ifpeople are made aware of
the consequences of not raising money to protect the environ
ment, they would be more willing to place money into environ
ment protectinn

The Chairman thanked Dr. O'Riordan for his comments
and report.



MINUTES OF THE MEETING
MAY 4, 1972

OKlu~AGAN BASIN viATER BOARD
4.

Sani-Stations The Secretary-J:>.1anager recalled the Board I s past
Boating deliberations concerning provision of Sanitary Stations
Wastes: at several strategic points in the Valley to receive sani

tary wastes from boats and house boats. The Secretary
Manager had approached yacht clubs and marinas within the
Basin to receive their and to inquire whether or not
they were interested sani-stations~ and
charging minimal sums the use of these facil-

s.

The Secretary-Manager informed that marinas were
generally not interested undertaking the capital expenses
involved in installL~g sani-stations. There would not be
enough business to make the venture profitable. Some marinas
would cooperate operating stations at a charge to
boaters using the facility. Yacht clubs felt that capital
expenditures for \~ste handling facilities should be made by
government agencies; but were ~rrlling to pay minimal toll
charges on an individual basis. The Secretary-Manager explaine~

that generally there was a need for some agency to make the
initital capital expenditure whi would hopefully be re
covered through collection of tollS.

The Secretary-Manager had approached Federal represen~

tatives and the Department Tr8nsport with the view to hav-
ing sani-stations provided Federal breakwaters on the
Okanagan system as part of entire facility. Recovery of
costs could be made by charging a higher lease rate to users
of Federal mooring fac s.

The Department of Transport was currently preparing a
report on the suggest Secretary-~anagerwas awaiting
a reply.

The Secretary-Manager had visited all R.C.M.P. detach
ments in the Valley informing them. of the provisions under
the Litter for regulat of boating waste discharges.

stated that they would enforce the
sely; watching particularly

from boats. Boats would be
no prOVisions for waste dis-

The R.C.M.P. have
Litter Act on the Lake
for effluent waste discharges
inspected to ensure there was
charge to the Lake.

Mr. BerLnett suggested that applications for foreshore
leases include provisions establishing holding tanks to
receive boating wastes.

The Chairman informed that once wastes are removed
from boats into holding tanks were no suitable areas
for discharging these wastes to land. This is a problem that
could be discussed in a j meeting between the three Reg
ional Districts.

Mr. Marshall stated
ment has placed regulations
should also be responsible
for handling discharges.
item he discussed between
joint meeting.

since the Provincial Govern
onw8ste discharges, the Government

planning suitable alternative~

. Bennett suggested that this
three Regional Districts at a



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
~y 4. 1972

OKAI\fAGAI\f BASIN \vATER BOARD
5.

Aquatic
Weed
Control:

SnOT.Al

Survey:

Other Business::

The Chairman mentioned the Secretary-Manager
has been negotiating with several sources for weed harvesting
equipment. A letter from the Provincial Government was
expected shortlyroncerning the amount of sharing the Province
was prepared to undertake a weed harvesting project.

The Secretary-Manager reviewed the snow survey
bulletiD0 for April 1st, 1972. Snow packs on the Similkameen
and Okar~gan River Watershed were much above average 1 Records
have been established on snow courses~

-_.-----------------
The next meeting of

June 8th.
was tentatively set

meeting ourned at 4::10 p.m.



OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

AGENDA------------
Thursday May 4th, 1972 2:00 p.m.

1. Miqutes from Meeting of April 6th, 1972.

2. Accounts

3. Quarterly Statement of Expenditures

4. Correspondence:

(a) Pollution Control Branch:
- Re: Application for Pollution Control Permit

by MacDonalds Consolidated Ltd.

1/- Re: Regulation of Cattle Feed Pens

(b) Application for Objection under Section 13,
clauses 2 and 3 of the Pollution Control Act.

R.D.O.S.
R.D.C.O.

(c) Acceptance of Invitation to serve on
Technical Committee.

N.J. Deck,
- H. Thomson

D.W. Barcham

City of Kelowna
R.D.b.s.
R.D.C.O.

Sanitary Stations for Boating Wastes

Summaries Public Meetings and Resident Survey of
Okanagan Basili.-Study •

7. Other Business

c
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?Ul\WTES OF THE IVJEETING 11:IE 0KA1\fAGA1''J BASIN HATER BOARD 1

~illY 4, 1972~ 2~OO p.m. OFFICES OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT
OF CENTRA.L OKANAGAN f KELmlNA f B. C•

Present~ L. Bautree (Chairman)
S" Fleming
P.A.Farmer
G.V. Lawrence
M. Marshall
1;/ •C" Bennett

Also in Attendance:

T.A.J. Leach

C.H. Thomas
M. Collins
J. Hamilton
E. Harvey,

J.E. Kerr
G.J. Bowers

R~D9N~O~

R.D.N.O.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.C.O.
R.D~C.O.

Co-Chairman, Okanagan Basin
Study

Co-Chairman, Okanagan Basin
Study

Okanagan Basin StUdy
Okanagan Basin StUdy
Engineer, City of Penticton
Manager, Vernon Irrigation

District
R.D.C.S.
R"D~T.N.

Minutes:

Accounts:

Press and Radio:
Kelow~a Courier, Vernon News, Penticton Herald, CKOK Radio
CKOV Radio, CKIQ Radio~

& 'D'S

The Chairman introduced ~tr. M. Collins of the
Okanagan Basin Study. Mr. Collins would be undertaking
recreation studies.

Bennett-Far~:

That the minutes of the meeting of April 6th, 1972
be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

The Secretary-Manager presented accounts outstanding
totalling $802.07.

Quarterly
Statement
of Expendit-of
ures:

That the above accounts totalling $802.07 be paid •

.Q..[@IED
The Secretary-Manager presented the quarterly statement

expenditures for the period January 1st - March 31st 1972.
The Board approved these statements.

I~cDonalds Correspondence:
Consolidated
Application 1. Letter from Mr. V. Raudsepp, Chairman Pollution Control
for Pollut- Board, acknowledging receipt of Okanagan Basin Water Board
ion Control letter objecting to an application for a Pollution Control
Permit: Permit b;y J!,1acDonalds Consolidated Ltd., lJIr. Raudsepp infor-

med the Pollution Control Board will consider the Water
Board objection.



MINUTES OF THE MEETIlil"G
MAY 4, 1972

OR1U~AGAN BASIN WATER BOARD,
2"

Correspondence ( 'd)

Feed Pens
\tithin
Streams:

(2) A letter of from the Pollution Control
Branch acknowledging the Okanagan Basin Water
Board letter concerning operation feed pens in streams$
Appropriate action would by the Pollution Control
Branch after an inspection was completed $

that regulation of cattle
possibJy have to be

Department of Agriculture as well.
these pens is required

The Chairman informed
feed pens within streams
pursued further with the
Advice and assistance
from Agricultural

Objections
Under
Pollution
Control
Act:

(3) Copies of letters Regional District of Okan-
agan-Similkameen and the Regional District of Central
Okanagan to the Pollution Board were read. These
letters were written the view to making application
by the Regional Districts come valid objectors under
Section 13 Clauses 2 and 3 the Pollution Control Act.
The Okanagan Basin Water Board had requested that Regional
Districts write to status as objectors under
the Pollution Control

Mr. Bennett informed
Central Okanagan would
approaching meeting

the Regional District of
matter up again at the

Department of Municipal Affairs~

Ne"tv Members
Technical
Committee:

(4) Letters from N.J. ~ of Kelowfta~ H. Thomson,
Planning Director~ Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen ;
D.W. Barcham~ Plrolning ~onTn~~ Regional District of Central
Okanagan; all accepting invitations of the Okanagan Basin
Water Board to serve on Committee to the Board.

The Chairman informed
Manager had met with members
review the latest s.

he and the Secretary-
the Okanagan Basin Study to

Seminars
Okanagan
Basin
Study:

FIT. Leach informed water quantity Task Group
the Okanagan Basin be holding three one-day

seminars throughout the in mid-f>iay. These would be
held in Vernon~ Kel01ina and and would deal only with
present water resource management and present demand.
Existing water supply conditions and management; and those
of the past fifty years be reviewed. Exact time and
location of meetings announced in the press at
a later date.

G.W. Sinclair ~tr. Leach also
Public hired as of the 1st of
Participat- ipation Program of the
ion Coordin-with the Study and the
ator:

that Mr. G.W. Sinclair was
coordinate the Public Partic

is now becoming familiar

Dr¢ 0 Riordan ment that a program has been
developed discuss factual problems both of water quality
and water quantity. Hopefully~ public will become
conversant with all aspects of vmter management and will be
able to understand water alternatj~es.



Summaries
Public
Meetings
and
Resident
Survey:

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF mE OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD
MAY 4, 1972. 3.

The Chairman drew the Board's attention to the
Summaries of public meetings which had been distributed to
the. Board at last months meeting by the Secretary-Manager.
The Board would now have an opportunity to discuss summaries
of public views presented during these meetings. Results
of a resident survey by the Okanagan Basin Study would be
reviewed with Dr. o'Riordan.

Mr. Bennett asked if the summarized results of meet
ings by the Okanagan Basin Water Boare.. .:md gone to the Okan
agan Basin Study; and whether these results were useful.

Mr. Leach replied that the results had been very
helpful to the Study and had been used. Dr. O'Riordan
mentioned that summaries of public meetings compiled by
the Water Board would be incorporated into the Okanagan
Basin Study.

The Secretary-Manager reviewed the summary Report
which he had prepared)with the w~ter Board)pointing out·
those areas of concern where the public had expressed
themselves most strongly at public meetings.

Dr. O'Riordan presented results of a resident
survey which had been carried out by the Okanagan Basin
Study during the Fall of 1971. A summary of his findings
was circulated to the W~ter Board. Resident views in the
North,Central and South Okanagan had been compared. Urban
views and rural views on v~rioUB items related to initer
resource management were also compared. A comprehensive
review of the entire survey was given to the Board.
Dr. O'Riordan explained that the goals of the survey were:
to determine hOi'; aware the public was· of the Study, what
people felt were the major problems, and whether they were
prepared to participate further in the Study. The public
were also asked to state their preferences concerning water
resource management.

Mr. Farmer expressed concern with the high percentage
of people that were not aware of the Study or of the activ
ities of the Water Board.

Dr. O'Ridrdan said there was no need for great concern
this was a natural situation where the public do not express
th~eal interest until a major item of conflict exists. The
Board should not be worried about the low rate of awareness.
Much work has been done in assimilating information for the
public. The public also must take some initiative in making
themselves aware.

Mayor Fleming suggested there was no need for real con.
cern. He stated the reason the public had elected politic
ians, was to act on their behalf while in office. The public
could express satisfaction or dissatisfaction during election
time. The Mayor explained that Vernon residents had expressed
their views on the future they wanted in a series of meetings
in Vernon. However; it was quickly realized that there was
not a sufficient tax base to give people everything they
wanted.

The Chairman explained that ifpeople are made aware of
the consequences of not raising money to protect the environ
ment, they would be more willing to place money into environ
ment protectinn

The Chairman thanked Dr. O'Riordan for his comments
and report.



MINUTES OF THE MEETING
MAY 4, 1972

OKlu~AGAN BASIN viATER BOARD
4.

Sani-Stations The Secretary-J:>.1anager recalled the Board I s past
Boating deliberations concerning provision of Sanitary Stations
Wastes: at several strategic points in the Valley to receive sani

tary wastes from boats and house boats. The Secretary
Manager had approached yacht clubs and marinas within the
Basin to receive their and to inquire whether or not
they were interested sani-stations~ and
charging minimal sums the use of these facil-

s.

The Secretary-Manager informed that marinas were
generally not interested undertaking the capital expenses
involved in installL~g sani-stations. There would not be
enough business to make the venture profitable. Some marinas
would cooperate operating stations at a charge to
boaters using the facility. Yacht clubs felt that capital
expenditures for \~ste handling facilities should be made by
government agencies; but were ~rrlling to pay minimal toll
charges on an individual basis. The Secretary-Manager explaine~

that generally there was a need for some agency to make the
initital capital expenditure whi would hopefully be re
covered through collection of tollS.

The Secretary-Manager had approached Federal represen~

tatives and the Department Tr8nsport with the view to hav-
ing sani-stations provided Federal breakwaters on the
Okanagan system as part of entire facility. Recovery of
costs could be made by charging a higher lease rate to users
of Federal mooring fac s.

The Department of Transport was currently preparing a
report on the suggest Secretary-~anagerwas awaiting
a reply.

The Secretary-Manager had visited all R.C.M.P. detach
ments in the Valley informing them. of the provisions under
the Litter for regulat of boating waste discharges.

stated that they would enforce the
sely; watching particularly

from boats. Boats would be
no prOVisions for waste dis-

The R.C.M.P. have
Litter Act on the Lake
for effluent waste discharges
inspected to ensure there was
charge to the Lake.

Mr. BerLnett suggested that applications for foreshore
leases include provisions establishing holding tanks to
receive boating wastes.

The Chairman informed that once wastes are removed
from boats into holding tanks were no suitable areas
for discharging these wastes to land. This is a problem that
could be discussed in a j meeting between the three Reg
ional Districts.

Mr. Marshall stated
ment has placed regulations
should also be responsible
for handling discharges.
item he discussed between
joint meeting.

since the Provincial Govern
onw8ste discharges, the Government

planning suitable alternative~

. Bennett suggested that this
three Regional Districts at a



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
~y 4. 1972

OKAI\fAGAI\f BASIN \vATER BOARD
5.

Aquatic
Weed
Control:

SnOT.Al

Survey:

Other Business::

The Chairman mentioned the Secretary-Manager
has been negotiating with several sources for weed harvesting
equipment. A letter from the Provincial Government was
expected shortlyroncerning the amount of sharing the Province
was prepared to undertake a weed harvesting project.

The Secretary-Manager reviewed the snow survey
bulletiD0 for April 1st, 1972. Snow packs on the Similkameen
and Okar~gan River Watershed were much above average 1 Records
have been established on snow courses~

-_.-----------------
The next meeting of

June 8th.
was tentatively set

meeting ourned at 4::10 p.m.



MI1TUTES OF THE FlliETING _COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE
OF THE OKliliAGAN BASIN vlATER BOARD MAY 4th, 1972 at
4~20 P?m$ OFFICES OF THE DISTRICT OF CENTRAL
2!fAlJAGAN, KELOWNA B.C.

Present: L. Bawtree
S. Fleming
\1. C. Bennett
M. Marshall
P.A.Farmer
G. V. LavJrence
W. Parchomchuk

R$D $1\f $ 0 G

R.D .0.
R$D?:C~O~

R.N.C.O.
R.D.O.S.
R~D$O*S@

Se cretary-J:,~anager

The Secretary-Manager informed the Board of the
past proceedings in negotiations regarding acquisition of
aquatic weed harvesting equipment for a pilot project on
the north arm of Okanagan Lake. The Provincial Government
has been contacted with a proposal for cost-sharing. The
ProvLnce has been asked to share 75% of the cost of the
project. A letter had r e been forwarded by the Prov-
ince but was st not received. Howeve~ it was expected tne
contents of the letter indicate that the Province was
willing to share 50% of cost of an experimental weed
harvesting project. This also be contingent upon a
satisfactory research program being implemented.

The Secretary-M&~ager inforrned that there were some
difficulties in raising guaranteed fD~ds from local residents
and shoreline resorts. towards the haI~esting program. The
City of Vernon had already guaranteed ~1,200, however, add-
itional guarantees would be required from either the Okan-
agan Basin Water Board or the Regional District of North
Okanagan to back the program should adequate funds not be
made available through local residents and resorts.

Mayor Fleming mentioned that the City of Vernon
was cleaning those beaches administered by the City, but it
could not do work on front of other private beach areas outside
the City limits. Mr. Bawtree informed that the Board
could not wait and rely on individual residents to raise
the money. Permission was from the Board to back
the project with funds the Board has already set aside for
research. Mr. Farmer suggested that the Water Board back
the Study with the entire $1, the Board has in the research
fund. This money could be used as security.

Mayor Fleming sugge that the Province be informed
that there are many imponderables in raising the required
money locally, and that should guarantee the
maximum sum of $4,600 which was indicated on the higher init-
ial quote. Local residents pay the rest.

Farmer-Bennett
That the Okanagan Basin Water Board allocate $1,000

which had been set aside LLnder the Research Fund towards a
guaranteed backing of the weed harvesting project.

CARRIED

Mr. Bawtree and Mayor Fleming would pursue additional
funds to guarantee the equipment through the Regional
District of North Okanagan.



~HNUTES OF THE JYIEETING COlvIiVIITTEE OF-THE-i,moI,E
OF THE OKANAGAN BASIN '!lATER BOARD, MAY 4, 1972 20

The Secretary-Manager informed that a condition
of the Provincial sharing was that an adequate research
program be set up in conjunction the harvesting
operation. It was felt that the Province wished the Board
to be responsible for this research. The Board does not
have facilities available for carrying out such research.

Mayor Fleming mentioned that staff from the City
of Vernon could be made available to occasionally take the
required measurements and make tecPJlical observations in the
field. The Secretary-M8nager suggested he would approach
other scientific sources and the Water Investigations Branch
to discuss the research program$

I'1.ayor FlemiD? informed that the City of
already cOLl'JIllittecl.d JJ5, t01-;rards the project
rental of machinery and clean weeds once
ashore.

Vernon had
including

they are

The meeting adjv~~uv~ p.m.
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i~ OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

~a

!O!IQ~------

OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY· MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763 - 4918

May 25th, 1972

A regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin

Water Board will be held on Thursday June 8, 1972

at 2:00 p.m. in the offices of the Regional District

of Central Okanagan,540-Groves Avenue, Kelowna, B.C.

Secretary-Manager.



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE OXA.NAGAN BASIN
WATER BOARD, JUNE 8th, 1972, 2:00 P.M. OFFICES
OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKANAGAN,
KELOVnTA • B•C•

Present: L. Bawtree (Chairman
S.. Fleming
W.C. Bennett
D" Pritchard
F .. \Pi. Laird

Also in Attendance:

R...D-..N ,,0 ..
R.D ...N.O ..
R.D .. C.. O.
R.. D.. C.. O..
R.D.O.S ..

J. Hamilton
KG Blagborne
G. Sinclair

Engineer, City of Penticton
Alderman, District of Summerland

Okanagan Basin Study

Minutes:

Accounts:

MacDonalds
Consolidated
Pollution
Control
Application:

Press &; Radi.Q.:

Vernon News, Kelowna Courier, CKOV Radio ..

Bennett-Pritchard:

That the minutes of the meeting of May 4th, 1972
be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

The Secretary-Manager presented accounts outstand
ing totalling $575.28.

Laird - Bennett:

That the above accounts totalling $575.28 be paid ..

CARRIED

Correspondence:

1" Letter from Mr. V.. Raudsepp, Chairman, Pollution
Control Board, in reply to the Okanagan Basin Water Board
objection of April 10, to an application for permit by
MacDonalds Consolidated Ltd .. to discharge treated effluent
from a fruit processing plant at Summerland into Okanagan
Lake ..

The Pollution Control Board noted that the fruit
processing plant intends to introduce treatment of effluent
which would result in the reduction of nutrients discharge~

to Okanagan Lake.. The Board also noted that its policy
regarding the Okanagan system is to require curtailment of
nutrient discharges.

In view of the foregoing the Pollution Control Board
determined not to accept the letter of the Okanagan Basin
Water Board as a formal objection to the MacDonalds Con
solidated application for a pollution control permit.



MnmTES OF THE J:llliETING
J1.lUe 8th? 1972.

OKAJ.\fAGJ-..N BASIN vfATER BOARD
2~

Correspondence
(Cont'd): A copy of a letter from the Corporation of the

District of Summerland to the Director of Pollution Control
concerning the application by MacDoaalds Consolidated was
also read.

The District of Summerland stated that since all
attempts to arrange a meeting with officials of MacDonalds
Consolidated Ltd. to discuss the discharge of trade wastes
into Okanagan Lake have failed, the Council must strongly
urge that this outfa1_1 be only allowed if the following
conditions are met:

- That there be no possibility of untreated
industrial wastes discharged into the Lake.

- That the outfall discharge point be so sit
uated as to be a safe distance from the
Corporation's domestic water intake.
It is C01.lUcil's opinion this should be a
minimum of 1000 feet beyond the intake,
and that MacDonalds Consolidated Ltd. be
eventually compelled to have all effluent
receive complete treatment such as has
been ordered :- '_" Sun Rype Prod-'..wts and
Keloi'ma 'Hines in the Bran ~~'- Creek f"9a,.
in KelO1tJ:l'1a.

Aldsrman Blagborne mentioned the District of
Summerland C01Incil was concerned with the attitude
of the Pollution Control Branch and MacDonalds Con
solidated Ltd concerning their application for a
permit. The S1h'11merland 'Vrater intake v,ras very close to the
outfall. MacDonalds Consolidated has not cooperated with
the District of SOJJIrnerland. Distrj_ct of Summerland is
strongly opposed to the proposed effluent discharge. In
the event of treatment plant breakdo~m there was a poss
ibility of rm1 efflu.ent bein_g dlscharged directly to the
Lake.

Mr. Bermctt suggested that the Pollution Control
Board be contac'pd FJ;gain and the Hater Board I s strong
objection to this application be stated.

I1r. Pritchard commented that the reply by the
Pollution Control Board was not specific. The amount of
nutrient curtailment was not stated.

Mayor Fleming suggested that since the Corporation of
Summerland 'Ims not satisfied with the current information
given by MacDonalds Consolidated and the Pollution Control
Board t~At the permit application be stopped until the
information is clear.

-.B.,;;;.enn=..;.,e.;;..t.1=r~~~::1:t±g:

That a letter be sent to the Pollution Control
Board strongly recommending that the application for
pollution control permit by I~cDonalds Consolidated Ltd
be not approved.
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The Secretary-Manager mentioned that Section
516-530 of the Municipal Act outlines the responsibil
ities of Municipalities as far as water and stream
control was concerned. He also mentioned that there was
some provision for assistance in dyking and flood control
to Municipalities from the Province. The conditions for
this assistance were determined by the Deputy Minister
of Water Resources.

District of
Coldstream
Re: Control
of Flooding
and Dyking:

Correspondence
(Cont'd): 2. Letter from the District of Goldstream re

questing information as to responsibility for control
of flooding and dyking along creeks within Municipal bo~d
aries.

Mayor Fleming mentioned that the Village of Lumby
has had some experience with this type of problem and
perhaps the District of Coldstream could contact the
Village of Lumby to inquire as to their experience in
flood control.

The Secretary-Manager would forward all available informat
ion to the District of Coldstream.

Laird-Pritchard:
That a letter be forwarded to the District of

Goldstream to this effect.
GARRIJill2.

Peachland
\'later Users
Petition:

3. A copy of a petition forwarded to the Peachland
Irrigation District by water users in that district
was received by the Board. The water users were complaining
of silting conditions in their domestic water supply. .

r.1r. Bennett suggested that the Secretary-r·'Ianager
revi~w the problem in the field~

4.Okanagan
Lake
Levels:

Letter from B.E. Marr, Chief Engineer, Water
Investigations Branc~informing that there was a poss
ibility that Okanagan Lake water levels may exceed the
operating maximum of 1123.8 feet geodetic datum during
the 1972 runoff period. A near record runoff was
expected. Mr. Marr suggested that the local situation
be reviewed and whatever action deemed appropriate be
taken

Flood Levels
Okanagan
Similkameen
May-June:

The Secretary-Manager reported on flooding on
local creeks, and on Osoyoos Lake and the Simi~~een

River. Peak water stages and river discharges were given.

Similkameen
River:

AccordLng to records prOVided by the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation the Similkameen River at NighthaWk peaked on
June 1st, 9 a.m. at a flow of 46,500 cu ft./sec. This
compared with the 1948 discharge of only 38,700 cu.ft.
per second. The June 1st 1972 flow is the highest recorded
since the period of record starting 1911.
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Osoyoos Lake at Oroville reached a peak stage
on June 2nd, 1972, 8:30 p.m. ,at 917.10 feet elevation,
U.S. Geodetic Survey Datu~ .This was .36 feet higher
than in 1948. The established maximum level of the
lake is 912 feet elevation.

The peak flow in Trout Creek was reached on
May 30th, 1972 , when the flow was 2,180 cu.ft./sec.
Discharge in 1948 was 1~700 cU.ft./sec.

Mission Creek peaked on June 1st. 1972, at discharg~

rate of approximately 3,200 cu ft./sec.

The level of Kalamalka Lake on June 6th, 1972,
was 1,286.11 feet elevation. This is 1.17 feet above
the maximum operating level of the lake.

Okanagan Lake on June 8th, reached 1,123.65 feet
elevation. This was only .14 feet below the operating
maximum.

The Secretary-Manager had graphed the flows of
the Similkameen River and the Okffi1agan River for the
month of ¥~y to date, and had compared the River dis
charges with fluctuations in Osoyoos Lake. There
appeared to be approximately a It day lag between peak
discharges of the Similkameencnd peak stages on
Osoyoos Lake.
A series of slides were presented sho"'ing flooding on loc~l

creeks, on Osoyoos Lakes n the Similkameen River, and on
creeks in the Princeton area.
The slides revealed several instances where structures had
been placed too close to water courses.

The Chairman informed that the Regional District
of North Okanagan was taking aerial photographs of
the Shuswap River area for documentation of flood prone
areas. He also advised that the Regional District of
Okanagan-Similkameen had arranged to do some aerial
photography along the Similkameen River in cooperation
with the Province.

The Chairman suggested there should be some
recommendation made regarding fut~rre building construct
ion in areas subjected to flooding. Presentations
should be made to the three Regional Districts partic
ipating in the Water Board concerning policies for
building on flood plains. He referred to the present
flood condition in Kamloops where subdivisions had been
built on lOW-lying areas, and the public would now be
required to pay for damages incurred.

Mr. Pritchard mentioned that permission had been
given to locate these subdivisions on tIle present sites.
Conditions for the placement of subdivisions would have
to be more clearly defined.
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Mr. Fleming surmised that the Water Board then
wished the Regional Districts to take this opportunity
to study the local flood situation and to map areas sub
ject to flooding so that development on these areas could
be controlled at future dates.

Laird-Fleming~

That correspondence be entered into with the
Regional Districts encouraging the Regional Districts
to document and map current flooding for the purpose of
establishing development policies on areas subject to
flooding.

CA...1iR.IED---

A copy of this correspondence would also be
fonvarded to the Health Units.

Mr. Bennett suggested that the only way possible
to control development on flood prone areas may be
through curtailment of septic taY.Lk permits in low
lying areas.

The Secretary-Manager stated that the probability
for stream flooding should also be considered in deciding
on the type of development. If the probability for
flooding in a certain area is, say, only once in one
hundred years then it may be worth taking the risk of
placing certain types of low cost facilities on this
type of land. Most uncontrolled streams leave their
channels in the area of the flood plain in a greater
or lesser degree at least once in three years.

-----,------

The Secretary-Hanager read a letter, dated May 16th
from the Honourable Ray \!illiston in reply to previous
Okanagan Basin Water Board correspondence concerning the
control of Aquatic weeds in the Okanagan system. V~.

Williston stated that he agreed with the Water Board1s
suggestion that the grant toward harvesting eqUipment
rental would now remain at $4,600. as long as the total
Provincial share of the item did not exceed two-thirds
of the total rental cost of equipment. All other con
ditions outlined in a earlier letter of May 2nd, 1972,
vlOuld remain the same.

The Secretary-Mffi~ager mentioned that all arrange
ments for financing and bringing the equipment into the
Valley on a rental basis had now been made. The Province
had agreed to share $4,600 of the cost, additional cost
\:Jill be covered by the Okanagan Basin Hater Board, the
City of Vernon and the Regional District of North Okanagap
and residents in the North Arm of Okanagan Lake. The
expense of removing weeds from the lakeshore after harvest
ing would be UlLdertaken locally.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that his only concerns
for the project now were the turbid conditions and high
water levels in the north bay of Okanagan Lake. This
would retard weed growth considerably. The contract may
have to be rescheduled for a later date. There was a
good possibility the schedule could be Toarranged·
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A copy of the contract which had been drawft up
by the vJeed Control Company Ltd. of Olympia \Jash. y outlin
ing the terms whereby the harvesting of weeds would be
undertaken by the Company,was presented to the Board.
The Secretary-Manager pointed out several changes to
the contract would have to be made in view of the ex
pected change in date of harvest. These amendments
were then included in the contract.

Fleming-Prit~ard~

That the Okanagan Basin Water Board receive and
enter into the Aquatic Weed Harvesting Contract with the
Aquatic Weed Control Company as presented to and
amended by the Okanagan Basin Water Board.

CARRIED-----

Mr. G. Sinclair informed the Board that the
Water Rights Branch had recently completed an aerial
survey of the Similkameen River and were contemplating
flying the Okanagan system if a flood stage was reached.

----------

The meeting adjourned at 3~30 p.m.
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OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

AGENDA------------

Thursday, September 7th, 1972 - 2:00 p.m.

1. Minutes from meeting of June 8th, 1972

2. Accounts

3. Statement of Expenditures to June 30th, 1972

4. Correspondence:

(a) City of Kelowna - Re!Appointment of alternate to
Mayor Roth.

~(b) T. G~~de M.P. -Burnaby - Richmond - Delta
Re: Canadian Environment Week.

(c) Minister of Transport: Re: Financing Public Boating
Facilities.

(d) Okanagan-Similkameen Parks Society- Re: Nutrient Output
from Bear, Whitemans and Shorts Creek.

(e) Village of Osoyoos - Re: Nutrient inflow to Osoyoos Lake
from Communities upstream•

•
(f) G. Sinclair - Re: Public Involvement Program Okanagan

Basin Study.

(g) Alec H. Turner - Deputy Minister of Agriculture - Re:
Regulation of Cattle Feed Pens.

(h) Canamara Beaq~ Motel - Re: Stream Contamination.

(i)

(J)

(fr)

Summerland Yacht Club- Re: Aquati.c Weeds within Yacht Basin •
- of/ler Ie l'ers l! lAo" e. co/IS

S(;tnm~f-Io/,t/- )(e: Tt-ord C'r fLt>"c1,ne,

V. !Q/Jt!Je/i Te lefY-cu.

Report - Aquatic Weed
-L~re"

5 • Control Slides. It r; R,
tie;" I 0 ~ AqrtC- y /J f2;9f (} I' £/lVfNJ/t. t!:."erf'c tr. qe. P ,e>

t? f La.J1 tJf'.J '! w()o.ler J(e s t>urc e 5· (~)

6. Applications for Pollution Centrol Permits:

(a) MacDonalds Consolidated Ltd. - Letter from V. Raudsepp
concerning Water Board

objection.

(b) Corporation of the Village of Oliver.

(c) Empire Acceptance Corporation.

o+her Business:

from Municipalities.
-~~
-/--...L '
-~'

Inquiries - Re: Waste Discharges Sponsored by the
Pollution Control Branch.

Discharges from Food Processing and Agriculture Oriented
Industries.

tf (4<1~
~,/~ .~.--:t~~4

. ~~~
~

-4-41 ~ 4t~ ~...~
~-7~~~~
~~~~~

Discharges

(a)

(b)

Public7.



,
i~ OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

~~
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NOT ICE- - - -------

OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY-MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763-4918

PI

A regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin

Water Board during the month of July 1rill not be

required.

During the summer period meetings will be

called at the discretion of the Chairman depending

upon the urgency of current business. Ample notice

will be given.

L. Ba;;vtree,
Chairman.

June 27, 1972.
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OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY- MANAGER
S40 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763- 4918

A regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin

Water Board during the month of July will not be
required.

During the summer period meetings will be

called at the discretion of the Chairman depending

upon the urgency of current business. Ample notice

will be given.

The Chairman and Secretary-Manager will
meet with several members of the Okanagan Basin Study

during July for a briefing session.

A copy of a proposed research project to be
undertaken concurrently with aquatic weed harvesting

on the North Arm of Okanagan Lake is enclosed for your

information.

L. Baw·tree
Chairman.

June 27, 1972
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NOT ICE

OFFICE OF

THE SECRETARY-MANAGER
540 GROVES AVENUE

KELOWNA, BRITISH COLUMBIA

TELEPHONE (604) 763- 4918

A regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin

Water Board will be held on THURSDAY, SEPT-

EMBER 7, 1972 at 2:00 p.m. in the office of the

Regional District of Central Okanagan, 540-Groves

Avenue, Kelowna.

W. Parchomchuk,
Secretary-Manager.



IvIINUTES OF THE lmETING THE OKAl~AGAN BASIN WATER BOARD
SEPTET1BER 7~ 1972~ 2:00 p.m. IN THE OFFICES OF THE REGIONAL
DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKANAGAN @ KELOWNA!! B. C"

Present: L.. Ba-v'ltree (Chairman)
P .. Duke
\"J ,. C" Bermett
G"V.. LairITence
R.W. Sturgess (Alternate)

Also in Attendance:

R.D .. N.O.
R.D.J:I .. O.
R.D"C"O ..
R.D.O.S"
R.D.D .. S.

B. Harvey
J" Hamilton
G. Huva
J .. Cormelly
F" Snowsell
J"E .. Kerr
'ifl.. Stev,rart

~~ager~ Vernon Irrigation District
Bngineer~ City of Penticton
District Lands Branch Inspector
Plarming Director R.. D"N .. O..
Resident
R .. C.. S.
Stewart Nurseries

Minutes:

Press and Radio:
Kelovma Courier; Vernon News; CKIQ Radio

Bennett-Duke:
That the Minutes of the meeting of Juae 8th, 1972 be
adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

Accounts: The Secretary-l1anager presented accounts outstanding
totalling $667 .. 63.

Bermett-La-vvrence:
That the above accounts totalling $667 .. 63 be paid"

CARRIED

Financial The Secretary-X1anager presented the statement of expenditure~

Statements:for the six months ending June 30th, 1972. Total expendit- .
ures to date were $lO~533.

Bermett-Sturgess:
That the financial statements as presented be accepted"

CARRIED

Correspondellce:
vi. J •C" Kane
Alternate: The following letters were presented:

1. Letter from the City of Kelotina appointing Aldel~n

W"J"C .. Kane as alternate I1ayor Hilbert Roth representing
the City of Kelolma on the Water Board for the balance of
the year 1972.

Canadian 2., Letter from Tom Goode JYL,P" Burnaby-Richmond-Delta explain
Environmen~g that the Governor-General gave Royal assent to a Bill wh~ch
Week: desi~1ated the second week in October of every year as Canadi,all

~nvironment Week., The Okanagan Basin Water Board was encour~

aged to observe this special week which would be October 8th 
14th this year"



Licence
Fee
Boaters:
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3. Letter from the Minister of Transport to ~~. Doug
Stewart, M.P. stating that the Ministry of Transport had
recently initiated a study concerning the possibility
of charging boaters an ffi1nual licence fee to meet the
costs of wharves, sani-stations and other boating facil
ities. This method of financing had been suggested by
the Okanagan Basin Water Board.

Okanagan 4. Letter from the Okanagan-Similkameen Parks Society
Similkameen drawing attention to the possibility of high nutrient
Parks Society, output from large clear-cut logged over areas on
Nutrients Bear, Whiteman's and Shorts Creeks.
From
Logging: The Secretary-Manager explained that in the years

immediately following logging, in large patches, nutrient
leaching and erosion of soils is likely to be greatest.
This could accoQ~t for the recent high nutrient content
in Shorts Creek.

The Chairman mentioned that the maximum size of
clear-cut areas would now be 40 acres lli~der new forestry
regulations.

I~~. Bennett suggested that a copy of the letter be
forwarded to the Okanagan Basin Study.

x;~~~~: ~;: 5. Letter from the village of Osoyoos expressing concern
Waste over nutrient inflow to Osoyoos Lake from communities
Discharg;es .... ·~ up. stream: The village i'JaS concerned for the deterior-
Up Stream of ation of 1Jater quality Lake Osoyoos as a result of
Osoyoos effluents placed into receiving water up stream. Fk. Sturg~ss

Lake: explained that the se1ffige treatment plant currently operate~

by the Village of Oliver met Provincial requirements for
~ollution control" He recalled that the Village had re
viev;red the possibility of a pilot land disposal scheme
for sevmge effluent under the Okanagan Basin Study.

The Secretary-Manager commented that an attractive
site for the disposal of sewage effluent on land existed
near Oliver.

r1r. Bennett encouraged the Board not to loose sight of
remOVing all effluent discharges from the Okanagan Lake
and River system.

Public
Involvement
Program
Okanagan
Basin
Study:

6. Letter from G. Sinclair stating that the major alter
ations and revisions in the pUblic involvement program
under the Okanagan Basin Study were now nearly complete.

An interest ,based planning model will be used in a
public involvement program expected to be undertaken this
fall. The public involvement process will be explained
to the Chairman of each Regional District. The Water
Board will automatically receive an outline of the program.

The Chairman informed that Mr. Sinclair had already
been to the Regional District of North Okanagan to explain
the manner in which he l,iTould organize interest groups
throughout the Valley for input to the Okanagan Basin StudYr



H. Turner
Department
of Agricul
ture Re:
Feedpens:

Canamara
Beach
~4otel

Re: Stream
Contaminat
ion:

Summerland
Yacht Club
Re: Aquatic
Vleeds:

J.liIINUTES OF TB:::E JyJEETING OF THE OKlJlJAG.A.i\f BASIN vlATER BOARD
HELD SEPTElvillER 7th, 1972 3.

7. Letter from Alec H. Turner, Deputy Ninister of
Agriculture, in reply to an Okanagan Basin Water Board
letter concerning regulation of cattle feedpens within
streams and upon stream banks. IVIr. Turner explained that
the Department of Agriculture has been working closely
with farmers in the Province the area of agricultural
waste management. The Okanagan Basin Water Board letter
suggesting regulations for the operation of cattle feed
pens had been sent to the executive of the B.C. Beef
Growers Association.

The Secretary-Manager reviewed past correspondence
which r~d been directed in this regard to the Pollution
Control Branch, asking the Branch to inspect and regulate
outstanding cases of water contamination where cattle
were directly involved. The Pollution Control Branch had
inspected those feedpens brought to the attention of the
Branch by the Water Board; however, a further reply was
not available.

The B. C. Beef Grow"ers Associ.ation, in cooperation 1rJ"ith
the Department of Agriculture had established a committee
to regulate feedpens near streams. A set of guidelines
were drafted for this purpose. The Chairman, mentioned
that he had received a copy of these guidelines, which
essentially attemptffito encourage the feeding of cattle
away from streams. The Chairman suggested that a letter
be forwarded to Gerard Guichon, Chairman of the Cattle
manls Environment Committee, to see what controls and
restrictions would be possible under this committee.

8. Letter from the Canamara Beach Motel to the Director
Pollution Control Branch,drawing attelltion to the contam
inated condition of a very small stream draining farm
land alld entering Okanagan Lake next to the Motel. An
accumulation of organic debri.s and manu~e was experienced
in some years, causing great inconvenience to the motel.
The Secretary-Manager explained that he had inspected
the creek and felt that there were several possible
nutrient sources which could be responsible for the heav-y
algae growth in the creek@ These sources included farm
laJ.1.ds and septic taJ.'lks in adjacent densely populated tent
and trailer parks. The Chairma~ suggested that this con
dition be reviewed in the field from all aspects,includ
ing cattle, septic tartirs and motels.

:fIIr. Bep...:nett suggested that he and the Secretary-IvIanager
vTould make an in the field investigation of the creek.

9. Letter from the Sl-unmer1and Yacht Club asking the lrlater
Board's assistance in having use of a weed harvester to
remove heavy geed growth in the Yacht Club basin.

The Secretary-J.lifunager explained that mere had been many
requests during the summer by telephone and by letter for
assistance in remOVing nuisance aquatic weeds. These
requests came as a result of news media coverage given to
the aquatic weed harvesting program undertaken in the North
Arm of Okanagan Lake. The Secretary·- I'1anager had inspected
the Summerland Yacht Basin weed problem, ahd fOlli~d the con
dition to be almost intolerable for use by boaters. He
suggested that eluring 1011 \'Jater, a sheet of polyethelene
be placed on the bottom of the Yacht Basin in an experimen
tal attempt to control aquatic weeds. This could be done
as a research project,jointly,by the Water Board and the
Summerland Yacht Club.
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Aquatic 'deed Control Report:

The Secretary-I1anager reported on the aquatic "\Teed
harvesting program which had been Ul~dertaken from July 15,
to July 31st. on the North Bay of Okanagan Lake in cooper
ation IIi'eh the Okanagan Basin 'dater Board, the Hater
Investigations Branch, the City of Vernon and local res
idents. Total cost of the project liTas $6,333.
456 tons of wet aquatic "1Teeds uere removed from an area
comprising 55 acres. Nitrogen a~d phospherous analysis
will be done on dry weed matter to determine nutrient
content ~emoved from the Lake.

A comprehensive research progr2~ to determine
grOlTth characteristics and controls for aquatic i-feeds
1vaS Ul~dertaken at the time of harvesting in cooperation
with the Ecology Division of the Water Investigations
Branch. Preliminary investigations indicate a strong
possibility that sediments are equally or more important
than nutrients in encouraging aquatic v'Teed grov-rch. Heavy
silt loads carried into the lake by Vernon Creek in recent
years may have contributed to the problem. Caution should
be exercised in rechannelling and undertaking construction
Hork in stream beds.

Fortunately a nursery nearby 'Has interested in using
a large volv~e of the aquatic weeds for mulching material.
This helped to relieve disposal problems. Local residents
also hauled Iveeds for garden use.

Harvesting aquatic ueeds prOVided relief from the
nuisance grow'th for at least the summer months. Svlimming
and ivater skiing vIaS made possible in an area 'chat other
wise wov~d have been unusable. Harvestll~g has set the
growth back so that it is not likely to reach water level
again until late fall. The long term effects of harvest
ing vrill require several years to assess.

The program prOVided an excellent opportunity to inform
residents in the field concerning Okanagan environmental
problems. Extensive coverage was given by the news media.

A series of slides was presented showing the harvest
ing project and aquatic grovTth from the air.

The Secretary-Manager explained that with funds for
the project from the Province of B.C., the City of Vernon,
the Okanagan Basin Hater Board, the Regional District of
North Okanagan and local residents, that a sum vTOuld remai!:l.
after covering costs.

The Chairman explained that the Regional District of
North Okanagan had only offered to guarantee the project
in the amount of $500.00 fQDds were not adequate from
other sources. Since adequate funds were now available he
suggested that the ~,)500.00 offered by the Regional District
of North Okanagan be deleted from the source of fUllds.

Bennett-Duke~

That the ZS500.00 guarantee recently offered by the Reg
ional District of North Okanagan be deleted from harvesting
funds and that the excess of funds over costs for the
aquatic vJeed harvesting program, remain lvith the Okanagan
Basin Water Board.

CARRIED



~IIlruTES OF THE Iv'JEETING
HELD SEPTEr1BER 7th, 1972

THE OKAl~AGAl~ BASIN WATER BOARD
2·

The Chairman suggested that thought should be given
to an aquatic weed harvesting program for next year.

Nr" Ber...nett suggested that a list be drafted of people
wishing to have aquatic weeds harvested. However~ the
question of responsibility in this regard remains still
to be settled ldth the Provincial Government.

The Chairman suggested that the Board continue
researching the aquatic weed problem, and contact the new
Minister of Lands, Forest and Water Resources for a
continuing program in this regard.

The Secretary-Vlanager and the Chairman would contact
the ne1v rl:i..nister 11hen he is appointed and would continue
investigations for a continued aquatic 11eed harvesting
program on a research basis.

The Secretary-Nanager suggested that the Department
of Lands, and the Water Rights Branch be contacted to
inform them of possible aquatic weed growth originating
from silts caused by rechannelling of stremns and by
construction of wharves, brealufaters and other structures
on lake foreshores. This should be a consideration when
revi8"td.ng foreshore leases and applications to rechannel
streams.

Similarly the Department of Agriculture aJ.'ld the
Department of the Enviror.ment should be contacted to
encourage them to initiate res:c;s.rch on uses for aquatic
weeds as livestock feed The Board agreed to this
correspondence ..

r~acDonalds

Consolidated ~Applications for Polluti 0!:1.,.,Qg.ntrQ.1...J:~;r~§.:

1" A letter from V.. Raudsepp, Chairman of the Pollution
Control Board, concerni.J."'1.g the Okanagan Basin \ilater Board
objection to ~~cDonalds Consolidated application for a
pollution control permit to discharge treated cannery
effluent to Okmlagan Lake was read. The Hater Board, by
letter of June 15th, had asked the Pollution Control Boarq
to reconsider its decision not to accept the previous
objection of the Okanagan Basin 1!Jater Board as a formal
objection lli~der the Pollution Control Act. In his reply
the Chairman of the Pollution Control :Board mentioned
there is no provision in the Pollution Control Act which
allous the Board to reconsider a decision made under Section
13 (6) of the Acts therefore, the Board is not in the
position to consider letter of the Water Board. The
Chairman of the Board mentioned that it vIaS the Board's
understanding the application by ~~cDonalds Consolidated
was based upon the installation of treatment facilities
which will result in an effluent quality equivalent to that
discharged by the City of Kelovma, and the discharge into
Brandt's Creek from the proposed trade waste treatment
plant.

The Board expressed concern over the Pollution
Control Board1s attitude concerning the Water Board's
objections to '~Tastes discharged to Okanagan Lake, and
agreed that a stern letter be forwarded to the Pollution
Control Board concerning the MacDonalds Consolidated
application"
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Bennett-Lawr~cp:

That a strong letter, signed by the Chairman of the
Water Board, be forwarded to the Pollution Control Board
indicating the Water Board's un2~~imous objection to
the application as submitted by J\1acDonalds Consolidated,
and stating that the objection is made on the basis
that nitrogen and phosphorous will be discharged to
Okanagan Lake.

CARRIED-- , .....

2. Application by the Corporation of the Village of
Oliver to discharge refuse from d liJellings, industrial
alld business premises onto a site to be maintained
as a Sanitary Landfill.

The Secretary-Manager informed that he had visited
the proposed site, and suggested that a restriction be
made so that refuse is not dllil1ped into a "vet draw
transecting the proposed site. Dumping should be con
fined to that area removed from the draw.

BeYLYlett-Lm'ITence:
That the Okanagan Basin Hater Board does not

object to the application by the Corporation of the
Village of Oliver, except ·chat a restriction be placed
upon the dv~ping of refuse within the draw transecting
the refuse disposal site.

C.A.RRIED_ ... ""'8_

3. Application lJy 1Jmpire Acceptance Corporation Ltd.,
to discharge effluent from a motel and hotel complex
located at Rutland into the ground: The qugntity of
effluent to be discharged over a 24-hour period would
be 30,000 gallons average. The type of treatment to
be applied to the liJaste before discharge irwuld be
extended aeration and chlorination fol101ved by discharge
into the gTom1d through field drains.

The Secretary-Ilanager explained that the Okanagan
Basin iJater Board and Technical Committee had revielled
several applications of this natUl1 e in the Rutland area
in the past and concluded that effects on grom~dwater

quality although not entirely lmmm, Here suspect ./ ..
Alternate disposal systems Here not presently available.
Recent stuc1ies by the South OIcanagan Health Unit indicate
high nitrogen levels in Rutland area 'Jells.

Mr. Be~_nett informed that the Board of the Regional
District of Central Okanagan had also revievJecl this
permit application and found that they had no objections.

The Chairman asked whether the practise of discharg
ing effluent to the grolli1d in increasingly heavily pop
ulated areas could continue indefinitely. Mr. Bennett
suggested that in the near future these effluent dis
charges will have to be tied into a sewage treatment fac
ility.

That there be no objection to the application
for a pollution control permit as submitted by Empire
Acceptance Corporation Ltd.,

CARRIED----



MI}TUTES OF TlfE ~mETING OF TPill OKA-WAGAlT BASIN WATER
BOA.RD HELD SEPTEI/illEIL 7th.z 1972. __ 7 •

I\ilayor Duke dismissed himself from the meeting.

Septic
Tan...lc
Regulations~

The Chairman informed that the Regional District
of North Okanagan had requested certain alterations
to septic tank regulations to restrict development of
housing on land subj ect to a high "IrateI' table. He
mentioned that only a slight amendment to the health
regulations were required to change restrictions for
the placement of septic tanks to four feet above the
groundwater level of 1972, rather than four feet above
the grOm'lcL uater level at any time.

Bennett--Lmvrence ~

That a letter be urrc-cen requesting a c:b...ange in
regulations to the Health Act forbidding the placement
of sel:Jtic tanks uithin fov.T feet of the maximum limter
level-of 1972.

CARREm

Inquiry - The Secretary-Manager informed the Board that the
Food Process-Pollution Control Branch "lIQuId be sponsoring pUblic
ing and. inquiries into lTaste discharges originating from food
Agriculturallprocessing and agriculturally oriented industries, and
Oriented into \Taste discharges to vTater and land and air originat-
Industries: ing from municipalities or other sources where wastes

such as domestic sel'rage or refuse are involved. The
Secretary-l1anager mentioned: that the inquiry into waste
discharges from food processing and agriclllturally
oriented industries IIQuld be held in Kamloops on November
seventh (7). The inquiry is being held to consider
the technical matters bearing upon and to determine the
measures 1'ihich must be ad.opted l)y the food prOCeSSll1.g
and agric17L1tv..l"ally oriented industries to ensv.re that
pollution will not be caused. The nature of this inquiry
is highly teclUlical. The deadline for a submission is
September 15th, 1972.

The Secretary-I1anager informed that he had gathered
considerable tecp~ical information on the subject from
U.8. and local sources and "lJJaS prepared to Hrite a brief
in the remaining short time for submission to the
inquiry if the \later Board desired a submission to be
made. An, outline indicating the items that could be
mentioned. in the submission uas presented to the Board.

Tha-i:; the Okanagan Basin Uater Board submit a brief
to the inquiry into 1Jraste discharges from food processing
and a5£icv2turally oriented industries.

QARRIE~

A copy of -i:;he brief IifQuld be mailed to Board
members for approval before the next meeting.



Procedure:
Applications
For
Pollution
Control
Permits:
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The Board was also informed that a similar public
inquiry will be held regarding municipal type wastes.
The inquiry would be held in Vancouver on April 30th.
1973.

The Board agreed that a brief should be submitted to
this inquiry as Hell. A copy of the brief should be
prepared for the Board to review before submission.

Mr. Kerr mentioned the Regional District of Columbia
Shuswap was particularly concerned over the long- time
delays in the granting of permits to local municipalities
for Sanitary Landfills. He asked that Gttempts be made
to speed up the application process. This would be mentioned
when the Chairman and Secretary-Vhnager meet with the new
Minister of Lands 9 Forests and Water Resources.

The meeting adjourned at 4~20 p.m.
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Present~ S.
Pc Farrner
L. Bmrtree
\:J. Co Bennett
P. Duke
I~1o Ivlars11all
iJ. Parchomch"ll.k

IJloD sl\T III 0 /)
.R~Dt)CoOQ

R.D.H.O.
R.D.C.O.

1973
Provisional
Budget~

Part Time
Secretary~

Research
Fund ~

The Chairman mentioned the purpose of the meeting
uould be to revieliI the Okanagan Basin Water Board
Provisional Budget for the year 1973.

The Chairman asked ]VIr. Bem1.ett to explain the need
for hiring of a new part-time Secretary by the Water
Board.

The Secretary ViQuld be paid by the Water Board
and would do the work of the Board only; however, she
would still be hired on the books of the Regional Dis
trict of Central Okanagan for payroll convenience.

J\Tr. Bennett explained that the vvork load of the
Okanagan Basin Water Board office had increased to a
point lJhere the Secretary being used part time from the
Regional District; of Central Okanagan CDuld no longer
handle the Iwrk load. I-G vTaS necessary to hire a separate
part time Secretary. The Secretary ViQuld be responsible
for all ·vrork originating from the Okanagan Basin \"later
Board. The Chairman felt that sharing of a Secretary
available throughout the day liTOuld be a better arrange
ment for the Water Board.

fIthe Secretary IS vmges "VTOuld remain at ::)2,400.00
per year ~ ho\Tever, employee benefits 1:rould be required
in addition since the Secretary would be an employee of
the Board. Hr. Farmer requested that the buclget show"
the total cost of the Secretary including employee
benefits in one lump sum rather than indicating benefits
separately.

The Secretary-Manager indicated that there will be
approximately Dl,500. surplus at the end of 1972.
Approximately 8600.00 surplus would be left in the
Research budget.

Mayor Fleming proposed that a reserve fund be
established lli1der the Research budget vThereby any surplus
remaining in the Research budget this year be added onto
next years budget so that a fund could be built up from
year to year. IJIost of this years Research budget vTaS
recovered. The Board agreed that the amomrt budge-ted for
Research for 1973 should remain at $1,000. Any surplus
left in the 1972 budget under Research should be added
onto the 1973 fund to create a Research reserve.

Salary of
Secretary
IJIanager~

The Chairman mentioned the salary of
J\1anager as proposed vTaS approximately 8.7%
year. Mayor Fleming mentioned that he had
involved. in IIunicipal labour negotiations.

the Secretary
above last
recently been

T'he proposed



1I1I~mTES I/IEEITING OF THE COHiYIITTEE-OF<-THE-vm:OLE OF THE
9;tCANAGAN BASIN HAfER ]OARD.L~ OCTOBER 5th? 1972 2.

salary and rate of increase sh01im in the bUdget lv-as
definitely in line with salaries of municipal admin
istrative persoY'.4Ylel in the same category. The salary
requested by the Secretary-Manager was not excessive.
Mr. Fleming felt that a reasonable budget had been
presented. He felt that at a future date the terms of
reference of the Secretary-Manager should be dralVll up
and defined. The job should be related to the nearest
equivalent position in the Regional or ~Iunicipal

flJ.nction. The nature of the 'dork should be defined and
required qualifications outlined.

The Secretary~Manager mentioned the natlITe of the
l'lOrk was greatly diversified from day to day and involved
a IIide range of tasks. A job description could be
difficult.

~Phe Secretary-IVIanager asked the Board to relay to
him any areas of policy y or \wrk vhich they Ivished him
to pursue in the future so that the wishes of the Board
could more closely be identified and met.

Mr. Bennett felt that Regional Districts and
other r·lunicipal offices, should request the Secretary
}\Ianager to explain to them the vmrk of the Board during
the past year.

Mayor Fleming mentioned the Secretary-Manager had spent
considerable time in the field in the Vernon area uork
ing iiith various Departments of the Oity on aquatic weed
control. Field vmrk is not al'iIays easi.ly recognized.

Farmer-F'leming

That the budget as presented and corrected be
accepted as the Provisional Budget of the Water Board
for 1973.

CARRIED

The bUdget will now be presented to the Regional
Districts for approval ..

The meeting adjourned at 4~20 p.m.
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OKANAGAN BASIN WATER BOARD

AGENDA- - - --------. .

THURSDAY OCTOBER 5, 1972 - 2:00 p.m.

1. Minutes from meeting of September 7, 1972

2. Accounts
- Membership Canadian Water Resource Association

3. Correspondence:

a)

b)

, c)

d)

Regional District of Central Okanagan 
Re : Slash Burning.

G. Sinclair, Okanagan Basin Study -
Re:"Task Forces" Okanagan Basin Study.

Hembark Industries Lim~t,~d - _ Wo.1 f~s. 1»leresfec/
I v res"'U"c!

Re: Processing Aquatic Weeds .... l.~.u f) /..f' - ~(/V'~III ;<r%sa
- )-'lei w -"II h S{l!r 0 J 9r r~ ..(It· ...

T.W. Oxley - Several items of correspondence
relating to lake levels, foreshore
boundaries, foreshore structures and
water licences etc.

4. Appli.:9_~ti.:ons:.for Pollution Control Eermits:

a) Coldstream Ranch

5.

6.

Regulation of stream chaqnel diversions
_SUk 1'1"1"" a/I'l'l) 1 . S jeff-

. _ 5,1/.. ""1,&;- ,. w~Qds, 1/1'1 ~/~,-e p~" I:
- (jo,..,." ,yre4 n e(he-Is were nD -f !rhD wn _ COfl5'V/-I /),s r [ tit < n

".... 1,1/" v( tiC;' 501./
-LelJ_yo +v C S .. )-4,,/11 ~ <>S

Submission to the Public Inquiry into Waste Discharges
from the Food Processing and Agriculturally oriented
industries. .

7. Other Business.
-/

-~~

~/~
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OCTOBER 5th, 1972, 2:00 p.m. IN ~~ OFFICES OF TEill
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL OKAl'ifAGAlI .lillLOVlNA, B.C.

Present: L " BaIT'eree
P. Duke
S. Fleming
P.. Fa:l""mel'
vI. C.. Bennett
N.. Harshall

(Chairinan)

(Alternate)

l'if.O.R.D.
N.O.R.D.
lI.G.R.D"
R.D.O.S.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.C.O ..

Also in Attendm1ce:,

E" Anthony
H. Thomson
J .. Hamilton
F. Snousell,
r;I.. Thomson
G. Sinclair
Brian Haley
IvaI' Jackson

District Engineer, \later Rights Branch
Plarh~ing Director, R.D.O.S.
Engineer, City of Penticton
Resident .. City of Kelovrna
Director Okanagan Basin Study

Okanagan Basin Study
Okmmgan Basin Study

Observer Peacllland

Minutes:

Accounts:

Press and Radi£:

Vernon NeT;TS; Kelou"fla Courier; CKOK Radio; CKOV Radio;
CKIQ Radio"

Bennett-Duke
- I

That the minutes cf the meeting of Sep-::;ember 7,
1972, be adopted as circulated.

CARRIED

The Secretary-M8~ger presented accounts outstanding
totalling 8125.66.

Farmer-Bennett

That the above accolli~ts totalling $125.66
be paid.

CARRIED

CanadiaJ.1
Water Resources The Secretary-Manager mentioned that the Water Board
Association Membership in the Canadian Water Resources Association
IvIembership: required renelral. Nembership fee 1vould be ~~lO"OO ..

~enl1ett-Farmer

That the Okanagan Basin vlater Board continue its
membership l1ith the Canadian Vlater Resources Association,

pARRIED



Regional
District of
Central
Okanagan Re:
Slash Burning

G,. Sinclair
Public
Involvement
Coordinator
Re: Tasle
Force:
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9...orresl)ondence

The following letters were presented to the Board.
1. Letter from the Regional District of Central
Okanag8~ dated September 22nd, 1972;. expressing
concern by some members of that Regional District
over recent smoke conditions created by slash lurning
in surrowLding forests~ The Regional District had
decided to refer this subject to the Okanagan Basin
vlater Board for study a:'1d recommendations ..

ftr. Farmer suggested that it was incorrect to
direct this subject to the Water Board since the Board
is an agency dealing only "ilith the "ilater resource
and not air pollution~ Slash 1:urning is done upon
Crovm lands within the Cro"im forests and is therefore
under jurisdiction of the Department of Lands, Forests
and Water Resources. Complaints should be directed
to the llinister of Lands, Forests and Hater Resources ..

The Chairman mentioned that over-mature cedar
hemlock stands, lrhich create the greatest debris
problem, are now being depleted, and therefore it is
likel:T t:b..at as much slash burning i-rill not be required
in the fu-l:;ure" Dry slash left on the ground trill bur'.L1
sooner or later. Controlled burning is a method of
reducing fire hazard and consequent smoke"

~~. Bennett suggested that these observations
be conveyed to the Regional District by letter.

Le'eter of September 19th, 1972, from Ivrr. G.
Sinclair, Public Involvement Coordinator, Okanagan
Basin Study" The letter described the establishment
of a Technical Task Force llL the Valley which would
review technical ilLIormation provided by the Olmnag~

Basin Study. This review would help other Task forces
1...Yl the Valley in determining alternatives r}garding
choices for future 1Jater management in the Okanagffi1.
T1r'.. Sinclair \,ras LYlviting the Secretary-Nanager to
se2~e on this Task force.. The first meeting i~_S

scheduled for October 5th, 1972. There would be app
roximately five meetings of the Task Force between
October and JW1e

The Secretary-Manager mentioned that he had to-day
attended the first meeting of the Techl1ical Task Force.
The Task Force would provicle an excellent opportunity
for local technical personnel to reviell information
nm-; being assembled by the Okanagan Basin Study, Local
input vrould be prOVided for study reports currently
being submitted ..

ph~ .. Sinclair explained the organization of the
Task Forces throughout the Valley ..

Bennett-Farme;J."

That the Secretary-Manager attend the meetings
of the Technical Task Force ..



OKANAGl-\.lJ BASIlJ 1.rlATBR
3.

Hembark
Industries
Ltd. Re~

~4...t"'1.alysis of
Aquatic
Heeds.

Heeting
October 4th,
lhnister of
Agriculture
Re: Aquatic
VIeeds.

T. 'vI. Oxley
Correspon
dence.

3. Letter of September 12, 1972, from Hembark
Industries Ltd. Hembark Industries Ltd Here interested
in obtaining a chemical analysis of aquatic 1Teeds harvested
in the North Arm of Okanagan L:ke. The company has a
plaD:;; to }Jl'"'ocess lmm and garden organic products; and.
a::ce interested in materiaIs that may help improve the
quality of their product.

The Secretary-lfu~~agermentioned that considerable
progress lIas nmT being made in encouraging different
agencies to investigate the possibilities of using har
vested aquat:Lc !;Teeds for agricultural purposes in-eluding
cattle feed. The 1:hteT Investigations Branch may co
operate in research in this direction.

The Secretary-Manager and Chairman had met with
the Minister of AgTiculture on October 4th, to encourage
the Depar-cEle:nt to research uses for aquatic -vTeec1s.

The Chairman reported on thi,s meeting. He had
outlined the vi8ed harvesting project to the Hinister and.
asked that the Department of Ag:cicultu:c"e seriously consider
pursuing a research program to find. methods of processing
the aquatic '\Teeds for use in the c2,ttle industry. This
l"Toulc1 help to offset harvesting costs 9 particuJ_arly if
harvesting sho1)~c1 be done on an annual basis. Tb,e I1inister
had shovrn interest in the proposal.

The Chairman mentioneCL 'i::;h...at the Board should. continue
to pm~sue research projects on aquatic "\Teeds.

4. A series of letters from Mr. T.W. Oxley, Director
of Electoral iI-rea llA" of the Regional District of
North Okanagan~- The Secretal7--Hcnager eX1Jlainec1 tha'c
he had received and ansuered a series of letters from
NT. Oxley on questions conce:cl'J,ing Okanagcm Hater Resource
r·~anagement, property bomld::1ries relative to high vmter,
lake elevations, foreshore structlll~es, and uater licences,
e'cc. The Secretary-:tlanager had ansuered all correspondence
after considerable research ITith the llater Resource
SerVice, the Lands Branch, and other information sources.
HmTever, additional correspondence 1ms received. requir
ing more and more detail on i'cems ;;ihere o'cher government
agencies rather than the Okanagan Basin Water Board set
policy. This correspondence was time consuming and
required considerable research.

dence
North
Viater

The Chairman suggested that Mr. OXleyls correspon
be directed through the Regional District of

Okanagan, and future items brought before the
Board for reply.

Bennett-Farmer

That future correspondence of this nature be brought
before the Water Board to determine whether or not a
reply sho1)~d be sent.

0.ABRIED
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Coldstream
Ranch:

~P£~icationsforPollution Control Permits

An application for a pollution control permit was
submitted by Coldstream. Hanch to discharge effluent from
a farm. dairy into Coldstream Creek. The average annual
daily discharge would be 55 imperial gallons.

The Secretary-I'ilanager had visited t he site 1i'!ith
the Ranch manager. The Ranch has given good indication
that they will instal a septic tank and tile field
rather than continue a direct discharge to Coldstream
Creek as indicated in the application for a pollution
control permit.

IVlr. Bennett explained that if the application stated
that there \!wuld be a direct discharge to the creek, the
'dater Board should object to this discharge 0 A neVT
application for a drain field would have to be made
before the Board could comment fUIther.

Bertilett-Marshall

That the Okanagan Basin "Jater Board object to the
direct discharge of dairy effluent to Coldstream Creek
by Coldstream Ranch Ltd.

C.AR.i.IED--

Stream Channel Diversions

The Secretary~I'flanager explained to the Board that
During recent field investigations he had noted extensive
diversions of stream. channels for cOllstruction projects
and channel alignment. rrhere appeared to be very
little regulation of diversions. In most cases, no
attempt had been made to stabilize stream banks after
diversion. Unstable banks have been eroded and have
created c1mm.stream siltation problems 0 Nu...Ylicipalities
and private individuals contemplating stream diversions
should be informed of possible dovmstream consequences.
Recent research strongly indicates that siltation of
Lake bottoms resultj.ng from. erosion of organically rich
soil provides an excellent bed for the gro\'Jth of aquatic
I'Teeds.

ITr. Ba1iTGree stressed that changes in and about
a channel should be done only under permit. Nr. Jackson
drevT the Board I s attention to siltation problems that
developed in Deep Creek as c result of channel work.

Mr. Bennett asked Nr. Anthony if permits 1iIere
required for challllel diversions. Mr. Anthony replied
that regulations for stream diversions were available
under the "vJater Act 9 however it viaS a matter of the degree
to which these regulations could be applied. The limited
staff of the Water Rights Branch does not permit invest
igation of all minor vwrk contemplated in a stream.
Basic channel lJOrk within the City of Vernon vJaS done vJith
a good intention in mind 9 however 9 the consequences were
not anticipated. Normally the VJater Rights Branch itdll



Filing of
Lake
Foreshore;

Public
Inquiry
Kamloops
November 7
1972;
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consult vdth City and other local engineers on 1jJOrk
they contemplate doing. Private individuals applying
for chamLel d~versions are asked to consult ffiL engineer~

Work done about the chaILYlel is inspected later.

'rhe Secretary""jVlanager vJOulc1 'ivrite NUcYlicipalities
and other agencies informing them of possible consequences
of diversion \j,Tork 9 and 1'TOuld ask them to be alert to
situations \Thich may cause silting of streams.

-------------

The Chairman asked Hr. Anthony uhether there vJere
regulations regarding filling of the lake foreshore front
ing private properties, thereby expanding property bound~

aries. r1r. Anthony replied that if private property
boundaries extend into 1jJater~ the o~mer would be per
mitted to fill up to his property bOllilclary.

Submission to Inquiry into Haste Discharges from
£god Processing ~d Agric~lturally Orien~ed I?dustri~

The Secretary···Nanager presented the completed copy
of a Submission j vThich had been forvrarc1ecl to the Pollution
Control Branch)for presentation at the Public Inquiry
into waste discharges from food processing and agricul
turally oriented industries. The inquiry is to be held
in Kamloops on November 7-1:;h. 'rhe Board had previously
been given copies of the Brief to revievT. The Brief
covered canneries, \!Jineries 9 dairies and. feedlots. i1'11e
amovnt of 1Tastes imminating from these sources \Jas men
tioned. The characteristics of the v'Taste) possible
effects on :ceceiving ",[Iater quality, and methods of reducing
this waste were described in the Brief. Local examples
of Ivater quality deterioration as a result of food process·
ing and agricultural practises were mentioned.

Nr. F£arshall suggested that the Brief dealt heavily
on agricultural \iJastes. lIe felt that Municipal ITastes
should also be mentioned. The Chairman informed that
Nunicipal vrastes 1JOuld be covered in a separate Brief to
be submitted in April.

Bennett--Farn~~~~

That the Brief on Vlaste Discharges from Food
Processing and Agriculturally Oriented Industries be
submitted to the Inquiry to be held in Kamloops November
7th, 1972.

C.LiL1=?RIED
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Other Business
-,------~.~~-

Nr. Belli1.ett noted that some of the lands m,med by
K-Bar Ral'lches 1,cd .. have been sold 6 He asked roll'. Anthony
<;rhethe:c the licence applica'cions made by K-·Bar Ranches;
some ti me ago, had been grantee!.. Nr. Anthony replied
that the Comptroller had, sent K-Bar Ranches an intention
to gTan'\:; the licences;; hmTever y he I:I2S holding the
licences in abeyance mrcil sufficient engineering data
had been submitted" 1'11,e engineering data has not been
submitted by the applicant.

I\;,Ir. Bel1l1e-tt 8.. 81cec1 1:Jl1et11er -chel~e 1Jere o-Ghex~ large
licence applications of VJhich the Board shol1~d be mad.e
a'Hare. Er. P.J.TJ.:;hony inc:Licated th2~t several large licence
applications uere being held in abeyance. The
Secretary·-,J:1anager asked uhether the BOVT~·Park licence
amJlications ·\·mulcl be revieued bv the Board and the
D'i ;;-i-'''i c+ P-n,o'l'Y1ee-" FlY' ./li1-1+'10"'lY ~"e'J' l'eel +1"e"'e 1-; cP""ces_)....} u.1.. _ u ..Ll..1...Lo _.... 1... J.. .....L, (l .1._ vl._ .L~ ..L ..L -L .. vi..!..}..:) ..I... ...,l..l.

\rwre also still in abeyance and very little infcJ..ll,;::,+-i '-"'"
was presently available.

Mr. Sno,1sell 2cskecl if' the tel" Boarc_ vms con--
cerned uith IiliDA Developments ~ HI' 0 Farmer replied tha-c
the Board \-Jas not; involved clh~ectly in l-Ul.DA.

11:118 Cl1.8"il~mart l)oill-L~e(l Ol.l~G JGl1-a-l~ -the \Ja,t;er B0~~I'cl

only concel"necL 'with J!.,JlJJA projects in so f'ar as large
diversions of vmter vJ8re concernecL InvoJ..\i"'m311t of the
Board "i!ould e.nd after the time of eliversion.

JYIr t) Thorl1son~ J)irec-coT of ~t;he Okanag~~n Basil'l S-cuc1JT

melTcionecl that about ten TaB];:: Reports 'I.L'1c_er the Study
have now been printed and are 9~vailable for distribution.
He had -brought several sets for the ter Board office 0

Copies of pl~in'Ged reports "trill be distributed to
Regional Libraries, Regional Dis-cricts y High Schools,
mEl-jor cities, and the three Universities. Ii booklet on
availa~ble reports -;dll be printed. Another six reports
are curren'cly being printec1 9 and an. additional ten.
reports should be available by Novembero

;}~he Secretary.-N·nager asked vrhether a single copy
of each report ·vTOula. be made available to the \iJater Board,
prioT to publication, according to the agreement reached
between the SGuc1y COlIlm.ittee and the llater D08..TC1 last year.
Involvement of the Vlater Board in local \Jater Resource
Ijlan8"gemerl-c necessi~t.8.. tes t:l'lp,t -t118 ~goarcL ha.ve 8.. ccess -co
information as soon as it com.es available ra'cher than
-T~":J-l··lN ""-1+1"1 I"e'JO"~'I-C;< 'e e]..:",L'''l'Ju.J-.e~ +0 +-'-le e1-1+-;re o-eY>O""q,\'\a..L L L 0 vLl. v___ 1..L ...;0 L.l..o l,....L _: v \...:.. v v.L .1. U-J... 5 .L.LC/J.. G... -L

public

Ml~. ;rl1.omson mentioned that original copies of
reports are available for st;ucly at the Okanagan St:c1.cty
office.
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1111". ~'homson mentioned that the Okanagan Basin
Study is nO'd at the evaluation stage. Projections
of ivater management alternatives to 1980 have nOiv been
made. These are currently being revieiiJed.

Hr. Farmer moved that the meeting adjourn.

~'he meeting adj ournec1. at 3 ~ 30 p.m.



1UNUTES j'!IEETIl\TG OF' TF.-E CQIlTIVIITTEE-OF-THE-V\llWLE 6F TFill
OKAl\fAGAN BASIN 'vlATER :SO~!LB.D , TH1JRSDAY OCTOBER 5th,
1972, 3~45 p.m. OFFICES OF THE REGIONAL DISTRICT OF
CENTRAL OKANAGAlJ 0 KEL01rJNA

Present~ S.
P. Farmer
L ~ Bal;Ttree
\1.C. Bennett
P. Duke

( l~ ~~~~Q)n ~ N 0\ a_ :..: e.1.. l .....cl. iJ ,-, ti ~ JJ • ..L\I $ 0

R~DoOoSo

RoD .IL 0 0

RoD.CoOo
RoD.N.Oo
RoD.C.O.

1973
Provisional
Budget~

Part Time
Secretary~

Research
FUl1.d ~

u. Parchomchuk

The Chairman mentioned the purpose of the mee~lng

v'TOuld be to revievT the Okanagan Basin 1:1ater Board
Provisional Budget for the year 1973.

The Chairman asked Nr. Bennett to explain the need
for hiring of a new part-time Secretary by the Water
Board.

The Secretary lfJOT-ucl be pai.d by the \-later Board
and v'TOulcl do the 1/,ork of the Board only; hovvever, she
v'TOuld still be hired on the books of the Regional Dis
trict of Central Okanagan for payroll convenience.

IVIr. Bennett explained that the vwrk load of the
Okanagan Basin i:later Board office had increased ·co a
point T'!here the Secretary being used part time from the
Regional District of Central Okanagan©uld no longer
handle the vwrk load. It vTaS necessary to hire a separate
part time Secretary. The Secretary would be responsible
for all ·~JOrk originati.ng from the Okanagan Basin Hater
Board. The Chairman felt that sharing of a Secretary
available throughout the day would be a better arrange
ment for the Water Board.

The Secretary 1 s vmges vTQuld remain at ;:;2,400.00
per year; hOT;Tever 9 employee benefits ';;JOuld be required
in addition since the Secretary would be an employee of
the Board. .Hr. Farmer requested that the budget show·
the total cost of the Secretary including employee
benefits in one ll.1lllp Sl.1l1l rather than indicating benefits
separately.

The Secretary-Nanager il1cl.icated that ihere will be
approximately ::a, 500. surplus at the end of 1972.
ApprOXimately :3600.00 surplus i<wuld be left in the
Research budget.

Mayor Fleming proposed that a reserve fund be
established Ul1der the Research budget v1hereby any surplus
remaining in ·che Research budget this year be added onto
next years budget so that a fund could be built up from
year to year. I-'Iost of this years Research budget v1as
recovered. The Board agreed -ehat the amOUl'lt budgeted for
Research for 1973 should remain at $1,000. Any surplus
left in the 1972 budget 1Ll'lder Research should be added
onto the 1973 fUl'ld to create a Research reserve.

Salary of
Secretary
Hanager~

The Chairman mentioned the salary of
r·1anager as proposed lIaS approximately 8.7%
year. Mayor Fleming mentioned that he had
involved in IIunicipal labour negotiations.

the Secretary
above last
recently been

Cehe proposed
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salary and rate of increase shovm in the budget was
definitely in line with salaries of municipal admin
istrative personnel in the same category. The salary
requested by the Secretary-Hanager was not excessive.
~IIr. Fleming felt that a reasonable budget had been
presented. He felt that at a future date the terms of
reference of the Secretary-Nanager should be drmm up
and defined. The job should be related to the nearest
equivalent position the Regional or Hunicipal
function. The nature of the ·Hork should be defined and
required qualifications outlined.

The Secretary-Manager mentioned the nat~une of the
\'Tork "Tas greatly diversified from day to day and involved
a \'Tide range of taslm. A job description could be
difficult.

The Secretary-I'f[anager asked the Board to relay to
him any areas of policY9 or work \'Thich they wished him
to pursue in the future so that the vTishes of the Board
could more closely be iden.tified and met.

Hr. Bennett felt that Regional Districts and
other IVIu-n.icipal offices, should request the Secretary
Manager to explain to them the vwrk of the Board during
the past year.

Mayor Fleming mentioned the Secretary-Manager had spent
considerable time in the field in the Vernon area lJork
ing ivith various Departments of the City on aquatic iveed
control. Field ·Hork iEJ not aluays easi.ly recognized.

Farmer--Fleming

That the budget t::tS IJresented and corrected be
accepted as the Provisional Budget of the Water Board
for 1973.

The budget vJill now be pre,sentecl to the Regional
Districts for approval~

The meeting adjourned at 4~20 p.m.



MnmTES OF THE IvlEETING OF THE OKAN.!\.GAlf BASIN lilATER BOARD
NOVE~mER 16th, 1972 p 2:00 p.m. OFFICES OF THE
REGIONAL ~STRIQ't OF rCENTRt;#-~~ KEtl9WNA. B. C•

Present: L. Ba:vltree
P. Duke
}\IT. f/farshall
G. V. LmiTrence
G. Harrison
R. itT. Sturgess
F. Laird

(Chairman N.O.R.D.
N.O.R.D.
R.D.C.O.
R.D.O.S.
N.O.R.D.
R.D.O.S.
R.D.O.S ..

Also in attendance:

F. Snowsell
G. Sinclair
Brian Haley

Press and Radio:

Resident, City of Kelowna
Okanagan Basin Study
Okanagan Basin Study

Letters Patent
Representation
to vlater Eoarod:

Financial
Statement:

Vernon Neivs; Kelowna Courier; CKOK Radio.

l~rshall - Sturgess

That the minutes of th& meeting of October 5th, 1972,
be adopted as circulated.

Q.ARRIED

The chairman informed the board that Letters Patent have
been amended for each of the three participating Regional Dis
tricts in the Boara, :permitting the appointment of a third re
presentativ~by each Regional Boar~ to the Okanaga:n Basin \vater
Board..

The Regional District of North Okanagan has appointed }~yor

Stuart Fleming as the third representative from that Regional
District. The Regional District of Central Oka:nagan has appoint
ed ~~yor Roth as the third voting member. A third member from
the Regional District of Okatlagan-Similkameen has not been named.

The chairman asked the Board whether they wish to increase
the number of alternates from each Regional District to ~10

rather than one presently. The Board decided that one alternate
from each Regional District would be adequate.

'TIle Secretary-I~nager presented a statement of e~penditures

for the nine months ended September 30th: 1972. Total expendit
ures for the first nine month period were $15 1 633.00.

Du..~e - LavTrence

That the financial statement be received as presented•

.91h.RftIED
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Accounts:

Stream
Siltation:

Feedlots:

Septic Tank
Absorption
Fields:

Accounts outstanding totalling $265.92 1iere presented.

Sturgess - Marshall

That the above accounts totalling $265.92 be paid.

,CARRIED

Correspondence

The following letters were presented to the Board:

1. Letter of October 16th~ 1972 from H.D. DeBeck, Comptroller
of Water Rights concerning stream siltation resulting from wor~s

in an about creek channels. The Comptroller of Water Rights in
formed the Board that in view of increasing work being done on
many channels the Water Rights Branch will be keeping a closer
1iatch on this type of problem. The 'vater Rights Branch does take
into consideration the undesireability of adding to the silt load
of streams as a result of the relocation or improvement of stream
channels.

2. Letter from the British Columbia Cattlemen's Association of
October 19th, 1972, informing that the Cattlemen's Association
has now finalized guidelines for areas where cattle are over
wintered. The Cattlemen's Association would be supporting
recommendations as formulated by a management consultant with
respect to feedlot areas.

The guidelines encourage the removal of cattle from streams
for feeding. The Cattlemen's Association stated that enforcement
of the guidelines would be undertaken by a Committee made up from
members of the Beef Cattle Industry with assistance from the Pro
vincial Department of Agriculture.

The Secretary-}~nager mentioned that recommendations, by the
Cattlemen's Association, recently presented at a Public Inquiry
into the Food Processing and Agricultural Industries at Kamloops,
were much in agreement with recommendations the i'later Board had
made concerning the setback of cattle from streams.

3. Letter from D. Cocke, ~linister of Health Services and Hospital
Insurance acknowledging a Water Board letter of September 20th,
1972, in which the Board was concerned with the placement of septic
tank absorption fields relative to past high water levels. The
1linister indicated this topic would be coming up for discussion at
the Health Officer's Council on October 17th. Some recommendat
ions were likely to come from this meeting in particular with re
ference to division 7 of the regulations governing sewage disposal.

Mrs. Lawrence felt the matter of establishing past high water
level for septic tank. regulation required further explanation.
If the present regulation were to be applied in the Village of
Keremeos, septic tank absorption fields could not be permitted in
the entire Village. The chairman suggested a follow up letter be
written to assertain how this section of the Act would be inter
preted.

4. Letter from B.B. lligicovsky~ Director General, Canada Depart
ment of Agriculture, in reply to an Okaftagan Basin Water Board
letter requesting that research be continued by the Department of
Agriculture into uses of aquatic weeds for cattle fodder. The
letter contained results from analysis of the same weed species
grown in other areas. The Board was referred to Dr. J.R. Allen,
Plant Science Section, Lethbridge Research Station; for advice on
the control of aquatic weeds. Dr. J.E. ~ultimore, Director of the
Kamloops Research Station~ Research Branch, Canada Department of
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Agriculture was also interested in the problem and requested a
sample of weeds for further analysis.

The Secretary-Manager had delivered a large sample of weeds
to Kamloops for further analysis.

I'll'. I·1arshall encouraged the Board to continue with research
into methods for using aquatic weed for cattle. Attempts should
be made at cutting the vreed at various stages of growth to maxi
mize protein content.

Procurement of
Aquatic lfeed
Harv"8sting
Equipment:

The Chairman reported on a meeting that he and the Secretary
-1-1anager· recently· had vIith the Honourable R..A.. Williams, IJfi.nister
of Lands, Forests, Water Resources and Conservation. During the
meeting the ChaU'man had brought up the request of the three R.e
ional Districts to become legal objectors under the Pollution
Control Act. The ~tlnister indicated this matter could be brought
up during the spring Legislature.

The Chairman had also -discussed the lengthy Period required
for processing applicatio~made by municipalitie~ for Pollution
Control Permits. The Minister would investigate ways whereby
delays could be reduced for the municipalities. More &utencmy
should be given the municipalities in handling their own permits ..

The Chairman stated the main purpose of meeting with the
~finister was to discuss a continuing program for the control of
aquatic weeds. The I1inister was not receptive to the idea of
purchasing a machine for harvesting weeds in the entire Province;
however, he would offer assistance in the continuation of a re
search program similar that undertaken last year.. The Chair
man further indicated that the problem had been discussed with
Directors of the affected area in the Regional District of North
Okanagan. It was their opinion the best approach for controlling
weeds was for the Province to purchase a machine and rent it out
to any areas i'l'1thin the Province requiring weed harvesting.
Difficulties are experienced in acquiring outside machines during
the summer months when they are most needed. Costs of importing
machines from outside the Province are high. Machines are often
not available vThen required. In the past it has been necessa.'ry to
make preparations for the entire weed harvesting program, without
any assurance that funds or equipment would be available for the
harvest itself.

The Secretary-I\Tanager had been instructed to draft a copy of
a letter to the Uinister of Lands$ Forests~ '\jater Resources and
Conservation stressing the need for an aquatic harvesting machine
in the Province, and urging the Province to purchase such a machine.
A copy of the letter was read to the Board. r'Tr. Marshall agreed
the best approach was to place a machine in the Province. Costs
"I'TOuld escalate if machines are to be imported each time harvesting
is required.. The need to harvest twice annually would also be met
if a machine \~re available.

LaiirenCe - ~1arshall

That a copy of the letter as read be sent to the Honourable
R.A. llilliams, Hinister of 1ands~ Forests$ ilater Resources, and
Conservation urging the Province of British Columbia to purchase
a machine to harvest aquatic weeds within the Province.

CARRIEp
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Public Inquiry
into IiIunicipal
Waste Discharges
April 30th, 1973:

Kalamalka 
11000. Lake
Report:

Report - Canada
and the Human
Environment:

The Chairman mentioned that the Board, at a previous
meeting, had decided to make a submission to the Public
Inquiry into mtmicipal discharges to be sponsored by the
Pollution Control Branch. The Board had made submissions
at previous inquiries dealing with Industrial wastes.
Since many municipalities in the Valley are members of
the Okanagan Basin Uater Board it is important to receive
the views of these municipalities in respect to the con
tents of a brief to the Municipal Waste In~liry. Techni
cal information submitted will be used by the Pollution
Control Branch in drafting future guidelines for levels of
emissions from municipalities. The mQ~icipalities should
have an input to the contents of a brief.

Nr. Marshall indicated it would be important to find
out, first of all, if the municipalities themselves plan
on submitting briefs to the Inquiry.

Mayor Duke felt the brief should be in several parts
since larger cities employing more sophiscated waste treat
ment methods would tave to be considered separately from
very small municipalities and outlying rural urban areas.

The Chairman suggested that the problem of disposal
sites for mQ~icipal wastes be dealt with in the brief. He
cited an example of one city trying to purchase land for
disposal of municipal wastes but was facing difficulties
because of high speculative values placed on the land re
quired. Society should review this aspect of land pricing
and the availability of the land for sewage disposal and
green belt.

I~yor Laird suggested that the Secretary-Manager draft
an outline of the contents of a brief for submission to the
Inquiry and mail it to members for consideration before
drafting a final brief.

L:s-ird - Sturgess

That the Secretary - lfunager draft rough guidelines for
approval by the Board and the mt~~icipalities for the next
meeting.

CARt'UED

Other Business

(a). The Secretary-r~nager mentioned that a progress report
on the Kalamalka - Food Lake Study has been out for some time
now. A meeting would be held in Vernon on November 22nd, at
7:30 p.m. in the Secondary School to give the public an oppor
tunity to review the report and have it explained by Members
of the Hater Resources Service.

(b). The Chairman indicated that copies of a report intitled
nCanada and the Human Environment i1 1'Tas available for distri buti
on ·to" int~f.e.sted mem'oers. The report 1'ITaS a submission made by
the GoverD~ent of Canada to the Conference on the Human Envir
onment held in Stockholm, ~weden~ June, 1972.
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Okanagan Basin
Study
Implementation;

G. Sinclair
Public
Involvement
Program~

(c). The Chairman recalled the past concern the Okanagan
Basin lJater Board had expressed relative to implementation
of the Okanagan Basin Study. A large volQme of information
being gathered by the Study could have a tendecy to be shel
ved unless some thought is given to the implementation pro
cess even before the Study terminates. The Okanagan Basin
Study report will give some indication as to alternatives
for management, but there will be no indication given as to
who Ijill be responsible for interpretation and implement
ation. The Hinister of Lands, Forests, and Hater Resources
has given indication that various agencies may be responsible
for implementation.

The Chairman suggested that the Okanagan Basin Hater
Board should approach the senior levels of Government and
encourage them to give some thought to implementation before
the Study is completed.

Itt. Marshall thought that the Regional Districts
would be responsible for some implementation of the Study
through the Okanagan Basin Water Board.

l!tr. Snowsell mentioned it w0uld c; difficult during
implementation to talk about water only without considering
related items such as, land use, population, forestery, etc.
Scientists are merely hired to come up with technically
SOQ~d information, then it is up to the public to decide what
to do. The public is often apathetic in this respect.

~tts. Lawrence felt the roll of the Regional Districts
should be to relay part of the Study information to local
interest groups. The Chairman mentioned that the public in
volvement program of the Okanagan Basin Study would be doing
part of this work.

The Chairman suggested that the Okanagan Basin \later
Board write Senior Government Ministers who are charged with
the Okanagan Basin Study asking them what they foresee will
become of the Okanagan Basin Study when it is complete; and
who would be responsible for implementation.

IIarshall - Lawrence

That a letter be sent to the Minister of Lands, Forests
and lJater Resources and to the llinister of the Environment
expressing the Okanagan Basin Water Board concern for imple
mentation.of the Okanagan Basin Study.

CAR.'R.IED

Mayor ThL~e suggested that the Board also work on its
own in the area to see what can be done locally as far as
implementation.

(d). }tt. Glen Sinclair, Public Involvement Co-ordinator,
Okanagan Basin Study, announced that a public seminar, re
lative to the Study would be held over the news media on
November 30th. A panel will appear in the early evening on
CHBC Television. The program will switch to Radio Stations
later in the evening and continue Q~til 10:00 p.m. An oppor
tunity will be given the public to phone in questions and have
these ansuered by a panel. The nelTS media seminar 1vill also
provide an opporttillity to explain to the public, questions
~hich will be discussed over the next four months of the public
involvement program.
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Economic projections to the year 1980 should also be
available by next week o During th8 next task force meetings?
reports on some of the questions to be considered will be
presented. During the next few months of the program, deci
sions should be made to which way residents of the Valley
nish to have the Valley develop'3do

The Chairman suggested that if business should arise
prior to December 7th that a meeting could be held in the
afterDoon prior to the meeting of the Political Task Force
at 4:00 p.m. If there is no pressing busiD€SS a meeting of
the V!ater Board may not be called during December.

f~yor Laird moved that the meeting adjoUl~n.

The meeting adjournecl at 3 :50 p.m,.

Secretary-rmnager Chairman
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