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Green Infrastructure Partnership

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE                    
PARTNERSHIP

• Collaborating since 2004

• Building relationships

• Advancing strategies and tools



The Topsoil Primer Set

• Surrey Water Balance 
Model Forum, March 
2009 ‐ debrief

• The essentials defined

• How to make it easier 
for those that follow

• Choose a simple topic 
(topsoil), and put it all 
into one page (!)
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Law and Policy Primer: 
What does it cover?

• How regional goals (e.g. watershed health) 
relate to local actions

• Understanding what the benefits are

• Internal collaboration at the local level

• Regulation ideas

• External collaboration – education and 
communication
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The Topsoil Primer Set

Key idea: 

“shared responsibility matrix”

Key idea: 
Shared Responsibility 



Shared Responsibility 



Shared responsibility



Internal collaboration

• Need for inter‐
departmental support

• Leadership required

• Emphasize benefits: 
cost savings

• Consult: early, often, 
and get the details right

• Be aware of political 
winds
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Regulations
• To consider:

– Key entry points for advancing objective

– Means for securing results, enforcement

– Flexibility in identifying opportunities

• Financial security and performance standards

• Is there a revenue opportunity to recover 
costs? (E.g. fees)

• Promote compliance through education and 
outreach
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External collaborations

• Landowners, developers, builders

• Two‐way communications

• Emphasize that outcome depends on 
all of the pieces coming together
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Topsoil: Just How Do You Obtain a
Performing Topsoil Layer, to Advance Rainwater
Management & Water Conservation Goals?

A Law and Policy Primer for Municipal Staff and Designers

Available on the West Coast 
Environmental Law website: 

www.wcel.org
14

Green Infrastructure Partnership



15

West Coast Environmental Law 
thanks the following foundations for 
their financial support for this project:
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