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Early budget deliberations continued on Feb. 9 as coun-
cil considered its 2016 general fund operating budget.

This year’s steeper taxes were reflected in the $70,718
increase in revenue from parcel taxes projected over
2015, and the $223,728 revenue increase pr 01ected from
a two per cent general tax increase.

Major variances proposed in the finance and adminis-
tration 2016 budget were an extra $10,179 for information
technology upgrades (including six new workstation re-
placernents) $30,000 for a rebranding project, $15,000

less spent on legal costs and $14,086 less spent on con-
tract services.

Community services proposed spending $25,957 less
in 2016, thanks to less spending on the seniors housing
project, arts council (which asked for less money than
last year) and community events.

The proposed recreation budget showed $81,916 of in-
creased spending, largely thanks to the $70,000 cost of
updating the Recreation Master Plan.

Parks also showed $82,449 of extra spending com-

pared to last year, with increases coming thanks to a

new. seasonal position ($58,190), improvements to the
cemetery trail ($25,250) and top dressing Cousins Park

,($9,000).

Proposed facilities spending crept higher in 2016 as
well, with $84,444 extra coming from $7,000 of changes
to the municipal hall, $58,000 in asbestos mitigation and
repairs to the fire hall roof and museum windows.

Protective Services asked for $19,028 in extra spend-
ing (lessened by a $24,790 grant), and the proposed
planning and development services budget jumped by
$73,721 thanks to special projects in 2016.

Finally, the operations department budget showed an
extra $6,012 in spending in 2016.

The operating budget review was one of many that
have, and will continue to, happen as council prepares to
finalize its 2016 spending. Those final decisions will get
underway within the next few months.

Federal funds flow to Okanagan to ensure future water sustamablllty
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A two-year study
aimed at examiining
the  Environmental
Flow Needs (EFNs)
- or the water needs
of fish and aquatic
ecosystems - in the

“Okanagan will soon
get underway thanks
to a federal Gas Tax
Fund grant.

The Okanagan
Basin Water Board
(OBWB), announced
the $397,000 cash in-
jection during a press
conferénce held in
Kelowna on Feb. 12.

According to OBWB
chair- Doug Findlat-
er, the first phase of

con51derat10n. she ex-
plained.

“As we reflect on
the drought of last
summer and the
competing needs for
water, and as those
needs continue to
multiply with pop-
ulation growth, this
project is aimed at
helping make the best
water use decisions
~ possible,” Sears add-
ed. It will help the
province with wa-
ter licence decisions,
but it will also help
local governments

make better informed
development and in-
frastructure planning
decisions. And, it can
also- help ONA and
FLNRO in their fish-
ery recovery efforts.

“Instead of waiting
to see the fish gasp-
\ing in the  streams,
this will allow us to
know how much water
they need,” said Sears.
“It’s like an advanced
warning system, let-
ting us know when
and where restrictions
and regulations are
needed.”
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the project will in- -

clude approximately
10 stream-by-stream
studies, using flow
monitoring equip-
ment - in  streams
identified as import-
ant for fish habitats
throughout the valley.
The work, he added,
will be a partnership
between the OBWB
and Okanagan Na-
tion Alliance’s (ONA)
Fisheries Department
and the B.C. Ministry
" of Forests, Lands and

Natural Resource Op-
erations (FLNRO).
“Water is precious in
the Okanagan, where
we have. one of the
lowest rates of water
available per person
than
Canada, but have one
of the highest rates of
use in the country,”
Findlater explained.
“This is an essential
process needed to sus-
tainably manage the

anywhere in~

waters of this valley.”

Through the federal
Gas Tax Fund, Kelow-
na-Lake Country MP
Stephen Fuhr added,
the government of
Canada allows com-
munities in British
Columbia, and all
across Canada, to fund
local infrastructure
projects and strategic
priorities that best
meet their communi-
ties’ needs.

The OBWB’s Exec-
utive Director, Anna
Warwick Sears, says

_ the need for this proj-

ect was identified
back in 2010 when
the agency completed
Phase 2 of its Water

Supply and Demand

Study.

“Sinceé then, con-
cerns have continued
to grow about the
number of water li-
cences on Okanagan

- ing more licences. In
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streams, sO we start-
ed working with the
province on how to
make the best licenc-
ing. decisions. But
then we both realized
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there’s a critical infor-
mation gap — we need
to know the needs of
fish before allocat- $
fact, B.C.s new Water _ 2 6 9
Sustainability Act will
require environmen-
tal needs be taken into
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