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Reporting poachers, backwoods garbage dumpers made easy
with B.C. Wildlife Federation phone app
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KELOWNA — The B.C. Wildlife Federation has launched a UBC Okanagan-designed app that makes it easier
for outdoor enthusiasts to report infractions.

Users of the Conservation App use their cell phones to take geo-referenced, time-stamped photos or videos
of poachers, illegal dumpers and those who drive vehicles where prohibited. Reports made through the app
are sent to the Federation for review and then forwarded to the appropriate agency.

The app was created by the Spatial Information for Community Engagement Lab at UBC Okanagan at the
same time a group of Kelowna locals started a volunteer task force to cleanup backwoods shooting ranges.

The Wildlife Federation says the app will increase the "ears and eyes” of enforcement agencies with up-to-
date reports that could be used in investigations.
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Support for this project was provided in part through the Okanagan Basin Water Board's Water
Conservation and Quality Improvement Grant Program and its public outreach and education program
Okanagan WaterWise.

"We have seen an increasing number of issues in our backcountry, but also in the valley bottom, from ATVs
and dirt-bikes being driven on dams and through wetlands, to dumping of household garbage in and near
creeks, damage to riparian and fish habitat, and more,” Corinne Jackson with the Okanagan Basin Water
Board says. "These types of activities are hurting aquatic habitat and sensitive ecosystems. They are also
happening in what are often sources of drinking water to local residents.

"We see this app and website as important tools in raising awareness and helping protect these areas,” she
says.

For more information or to download the app, visit the B.C. Wildlife Federation website.
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A screenshot of 8 new aop created af UBC Dkanagan that alows users fo report vinlations they see in the backoountry.
Image Credit: bowfnet

To contact a reporter for this storv. email Adam Proskiw or call 250-718-0428 or email the editor. You can also
submit photos. videos or news fips to the newsroom and be entered to win a monthly prize draw.

We welcome vour comments and opinions on our stories but play nice. We won't censor or delete comments nnless
they contain off-topic statements or links unnecessary wvulgarity, false facts, spam or obviously fake profiles. If vou
have any concerns about what vou see in comments, email the editor in the link above.
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