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Feds, B.C. provide funds to help Okanagan map
its floodplains

By stalft onQARRSE 20NG

=

Anna Warnwick Sears, executive director of the Okanagan Basin Water Board, says
extreme fluctuations in weather are going to be more common, so floodplain
mapping shows communities where they shouldn’t build and where mitigation plans
are necessary. (Richard McGuire file photo)

The Okanagan is receiving $1.45 million in federal and provincial funding to conduct floodplain
mapping.

The funds were announced last week at a joint news conference in Kelowna with the Okanagan
Basin Water Board (OBWB), the Okanagan Nation Alliance (ONA) and local government
representatives.

The money comes from the federal government’s National Disaster Mitigation Program and the B.C.
Community Emergency Preparedness Fund.

Floodplain mapping is important both for providing information about where communities should and
should not be building, as well as where mitigation plans are necessary in already developed areas,
said Anna Warwick Sears, OBWEB executive director.

“The weather in the Okanagan is changing,” said Sears. “Last spring, we saw historic flooding in our
valley, followed by a prolonged dry spell. Climate scientists have wamed that extreme fluctuations
are going to be more common.”

The flood mapping will use LIDAR (Light Detection and Ranging), a radar technology that is a form
of aerial imaging, said Sears. It creates a digital 3D map of the landscape to help with flood
mapping and disaster mitigation.

It is combined with geo-referenced aerial photos to accurately map the landscape.

“The LIDAR will show where water is likely to flow,” said Sears. “It will include modeling of how
much water can be expected and help determine vulnerable locations.”

The data will be available at no cost to Okanagan communities.
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Osoyoos Times

G+



http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5vc295b29zdGltZXMuY29tLw==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5vc295b29zdGltZXMuY29tL3VwZGF0ZWQtaG9zcGl0YWxpdHktZ3JvdXAtZmFjZXMtdGltZS1jcnVuY2gtaW4tZWZmb3J0LXRvLWJ1eS1jYW1wLXRvLWFsbGV2aWF0ZS1ob3VzaW5nLXNob3J0YWdlLWZvci1zZWFzb25hbC13b3JrZXJzLw==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vb3NveW9vc3RpbWVz
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5vc295b29zdGltZXMuY29tLw==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5vc295b29zdGltZXMuY29tL2NhdGVnb3J5L25ld3Mv
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3d3dy5vc295b29zdGltZXMuY29tL2F1dGhvci9zdGFmZjEv
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGludGVyZXN0LmNvbS9waW4vY3JlYXRlL2J1dHRvbi8/Z3VpZD1DN21NMXQ4SlRyUHktMiZ1cmw9aHR0cCUzQSUyRiUyRnd3dy5vc295b29zdGltZXMuY29tJTJGZmVkcy1iLWMtcHJvdmlkZS1mdW5kcy10by1oZWxwLW9rYW5hZ2FuLW1hcC1pdHMtZmxvb2RwbGFpbnMlMkYmbWVkaWE9aHR0cCUzQSUyRiUyRnd3dy5vc295b29zdGltZXMuY29tJTJGd3AtY29udGVudCUyRnVwbG9hZHMlMkYyMDE3JTJGMDMlMkZ3YXRlcjdfc2VhcnMuanBnJmRlc2NyaXB0aW9uPUZlZHMlMkMlMjBCLkMuJTIwcHJvdmlkZSUyMGZ1bmRzJTIwdG8lMjBoZWxwJTIwT2thbmFnYW4lMjBtYXAlMjBpdHMlMjBmbG9vZHBsYWlucw==
http://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGludGVyZXN0LmNvbS9waW4vY3JlYXRlL2J1dHRvbi8/Z3VpZD1DN21NMXQ4SlRyUHktMiZ1cmw9aHR0cCUzQSUyRiUyRnd3dy5vc295b29zdGltZXMuY29tJTJGZmVkcy1iLWMtcHJvdmlkZS1mdW5kcy10by1oZWxwLW9rYW5hZ2FuLW1hcC1pdHMtZmxvb2RwbGFpbnMlMkYmbWVkaWE9aHR0cCUzQSUyRiUyRnd3dy5vc295b29zdGltZXMuY29tJTJGd3AtY29udGVudCUyRnVwbG9hZHMlMkYyMDE3JTJGMDMlMkZ3YXRlcjdfc2VhcnMuanBnJmRlc2NyaXB0aW9uPUZlZHMlMkMlMjBCLkMuJTIwcHJvdmlkZSUyMGZ1bmRzJTIwdG8lMjBoZWxwJTIwT2thbmFnYW4lMjBtYXAlMjBpdHMlMjBmbG9vZHBsYWlucw==
jocelyn.whalen
Highlight

jocelyn.whalen
Highlight

jocelyn.whalen
Highlight


