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Climate Related Monitoring Program 
(CRMP) 

Partners:  
• AGRI  
• MOE – Snow Pillow 
• MOE – River Forecast 
• FLNRO – Fire Management 
• FLNRO – Forest Ecosystem  
• TRANS – Avalanche 
• Environment Canada 
• Rio Tinto Alcan – private mining  
• BC Hydro 
• Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium (PCIC) 









North Okanagan Stations 

•! 3 - Environment 
Canada 

•! 12 - Grower Supply 
•! 3 - Private Stations 
•! 1 – Ministry of 

Transportation 



South Okanagan Stations 

•! 3 - Environment   
Canada 

•! 10 - Grower Supply 

•! 3 of the 10 Grower 
Supply stations are 
provided through 
OBWB funding – no 
agreement for 
maintenance 





Agricultural Irrigation Scheduling Calculator 

System failed when EC 
changed the rainfall data 
outputs 



Climate Network  

•! Growers Supply Stations  
–! Originally funded by Agriculture Environment Partnership Initiative (AEPI) 
–! Agreement for maintaining stations expired after 10 years of service. 
–! Business Risk Management (AGRI has provided funding to GS after the 10 year 

funding agreement with AEPI ended  

•! Private Stations 
–! Station data is fed to Farmwest through ROM communications 
–! Data transmission costs are funded by BCAC funds that was established as a 

one time grant 
–! No coordinated method of station maintenance 

•! Other networks 
–! Grape industry has a number of stations that could be connected to farmwest 
–! OBWB has three stations are connected to farmwest 
–! Other private stations scattered through the Okanagan that are not connected to 

farmwest 



Climate Data Issues 

•! CRMP  
–! The current 7 year agreement is ending and an new 7 year MOU is being 

planned 
–! Metro Vancouver is a new CRMP Partner 
–! Partners are primarily government agencies except Rio Tinto Alcan, BC Hydro 

and Pacific Field Corn Association (Farmwest) 
–! Working on a network of networks 
–! With PCIC, by March 2018 conduct a gap analysis of stations in agricultural 

areas in BC 

•! Farmwest 
–! GS has refused to provide data to Farmwest for free after agreement ended 
–! Only the IIABC sponsors Farmwest at the current time ($1000/year) 
–! Farmwest (as the AGRI website) does not obtain base funding from the province 
–! Peace River network is asking to join Farmwest 



Climate Data Issues 

•! Farmwest  
–! Ongoing support in the Okanagan is based on an agreement with Grower’s 

Supply.  (They are owned by the Fruit Growers Association) 

–! Grower’s Supply (GS) received funding to upgrade stations for pest and disease 
modelling from AEI – the agreement did not required future commitment to 
supply Farmwest with data. 

–! SIR program provided funding to GS to obtain weather data support disease 
modelling in mid 2000’s  SIR has collaborated with Washington State to improve 
the disease modelling.  GS was interested in the improved disease modelling 
and now offers the data to SIR for free.  

–! Work with ECCC is underway to integrate the 18 agricultural stations (private 
stations) into a centralized data processing system 



Coordinating Agricultural Data 

•! BC Tree Fruit Coop owns Growers Supply 
•! SIR program is partly funded for farmers and is in the 

best interest of farmers 
•! Growers Supply weather data should be made available 

to all farmers through SIR, OBWB and Farmwest for all 
purposes, including water management. 




