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British Columbia

Some Okanagan beaches left in the weeds because
of protected mussels

'l would expect this to be a pretty weedy year'

Dominika Lirette - CBC News - Posted: Apr 06, 2019 2:00 PM PT | Last Updated: April &

@ CBC | MENU v

news Top Stories The National Opinion World Canada Politics

The Okanagan Basin Water Board is concerned that if they aren't permitted to rototill milfoil because of
threatened mussels found in the lake, then the invasive weed could negatively impact water quality. (Martin
Bilodeau/Radio-Canada)
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You may notice more weeds at some Okanagan beaches this summer since the Okanagan Basin
Water Board doesn't have a permit to rototill in areas where Rocky Mountain Ridged Mussels
have been discovered.

For the past 40 years, it has treated the invasive lake weed, Eurasian Water Milfoil, by rototilling it
in the winter and harvesting it in the summer, said James Littely, operations and grants manager
for the OKanagan Basin Water Board.

There is now concern that this work could harm the mussels.
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« Eurasian Milfoil still hanging around Sudbury lakes

"I would expect this to be a pretty weedy year, because we lost the entire season of rototilling in
those areas where the mussels were identified,” said Littely.

Rocky Mountain Ridged Mussels

Provincial biologist Lora Nield said the Rocky Mountain Ridged Mussels they have found in
Canada have very low populations and are very isclated.

The Species at Risk Act lists these mussels as a special concern, and the pravince is trying to have
their status upgraded to endangered.

"There's a responsihility for all British Columbians to help protect and preserve these species.
Mussels themselves are an important part of the ecosystem," Nield told Radio West host Sarah
Penton.

« Plant that threatens underwater life invades St. John River

When populations of this species of mussels are discovered, a 100-metre buffer zone is put in
place where treatment of weeds needs to be modified.

"In this case, specific to the rototilling of milfoil, we will be looking at modifying the approach to
treatment at these sites to the harvesting method, which is much less of an impact to the Rocky

Mountain Ridge Mussel,” said Nield.

"There's always a balance between trying to manage for the recreational use and the values at
the site and the natural environment which is what makes ... the Okanagan what it is.”

Milfoil

The water board is concerned that not rototilling milfoil could mean losing spots to swim,
clogged boat motors and higher chances for toxic blue-green algae blooms.

If laft nimteairkhad tho woode can et cn Aoanca thoave craata thicls moate that Fcan ormane to thea crirfFara



TSI UL UL Icd, LHiC ywoCuo vant ECL LW L s ey LIIC-Y LITOuT uiien 1niaLo g wail EI LIVY LU LT Suntave

of the water, said Littely.

"It encourages waterfowl to sit on top of them and then they defecate in the water creating poor
water quality conditions."

+ 'Zombie plant' threatens to take over 5t. John River and other waters
* Spread of invasive species in Canada costs billions

Even with harvesting, the weeds can still spread through fragmentation.

"Especially when they go dormant in the winter, they break off and you end up with big piles of
weed in the winter and then they turn into mud and they change the entire beach area and
under the water," said Littely.

Beaches affected

Kin Beach in Vernon is one of the beaches that will be most affected by milfoil, he said.

Half of the beach was restricted from rototilling five years ago and now that's been extended to
the entire beach.

Other beaches impacted include the Casa Loma area in West Kelowna, most of the foreshore
along Summerland, parts of Skaha Lake and the entire north end of Osoyoos lake, said Littely.

Waiting for a permit

The Okanagan Basin Water Board has been asked by the province to get a federal permit that
takes the mussels into consideration and to provide additional documents to help inform the
provincial permit, said Littely.

The province and the water board will be doing a study to determine whether milfoil could harm
mussels.

"Unlike other work in the water, we're only targeting this one species of negative invasive weed.
So, it might be more beneficial for us to actually continue our 40-year-old rototilling program
than to let the weeds propagate,” said Littely.
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¥ou may notice more weeds at some Okanagan beaches this summer, because the Okanagan Basin Water
Board doesn't have a permit rototill in areas where Rocky Mountain Ridged Mussels have been discovered.
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