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1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
Chair McKortoff called the meeting to order at 10 a.m.

Chair McKortoff respectfully acknowledged that the meeting was being held on the traditional
and unceded territory of the Syilx Okanagan Nation.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

“THAT the agenda of the regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin Water Board of May 5,
2020 be approved.”
CARRIED

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES
3.1 Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Okanagan Basin Water Board of April 7, 2020 held
online.

“THAT the minutes of the regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin Water Board on April
7, 2020 held online be approved.”
CARRIED

4, STAFF REPORT
41 Executive Director Report

Dr. Sears clarified remote sign-in sheets for directors and provided an update on OBWB
operations with COVID-19, noting staff are working from home for the most part.

The board was provided an updated letter to the province regarding invasive mussel concerns.

“THAT the letter from OBWB to the B.C. Ministry of Environment & Climate Strange
Strategy regarding invasive mussels be received and sent to the province, and that a
follow-up news release be submitted to the media.”

CARRIED

An update was given on the public launch and online media news conference of the Okanagan
Flood Story website, scheduled for tomorrow, May 6.

The Osoyoos Lake Board of Control is developing a proposal to the International Joint Commission
to hold another Osoyoos Lake Water Science Forum in fall 2021.

A revised OBWB Strategic Plan - 2020-2024, was provided to the board. There was discussion on
a couple of items.

“THAT the OBWRB Strategic Plan - 2020-2024 reference to sub-goal 2 (b) and desired
actions and outcomes for water data be changed from ‘supporting’ to ‘ensuring.””
DEFEATED
Dirs. Cumming and Derickson in favour
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There was discussion about tracking measures for the goal of an educated public. Dir. Cumming
noted his interest in determining outdoor water use. After further discussion Chair McKortoff
noted the addition of surveys in the strategy to address tracking.

“THAT the Strategic Plan and Tracking Measures 2020-2024 be adopted.”
CARRIED

Dr. Sears reported that the Brenda Mine snowpillow is almost all melted but Mission Creek still
has a fair amount of snow, requiring water managers to watch for potential flooding. The summer
is expected to be hotter than normal.

“THAT the Executive Director’s Report, dated April 29, 2020, be received.”
CARRIED

NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS
5.1 Okanagan Hydrometric Information Management Options Update

Mr. Jatel provided an update on the hydrometric station network, noting that a committee has
been struck to review the existing network and make recommendations. A further update will be
provided at the June 2 meeting.

“THAT the Water Stewardship Director’s Report, dated April 29, 2020, be received.”
CARRIED

NEXT MEETING
6.1 The next meeting of the Okanagan Basin Water Board will be held on Tues. June 2, 2020
at 10 a.m. at location TBD.

ADJOURNMENT

“THAT there being no further business, the regular meeting of the Okanagan Basin
Water Board of May 5, 2020 be adjourned at 10:38 p.m.”
CARRIED
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