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Impact across the Province 
Wildfires and Flood 
impact 

2017 2018 

Displaced people 65,000 30,000 estimate 

Wildfire impact 12,161 km2 12,984 km2 

Flood Reports 
 

80 170 

Fire Fighters 3,906 4,000 estimate 

Responders - 10,000 estimate 
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Local Impact on People 

• Regional District Okanagan Similkameen 

• Over 200 Ordered Evacuation, 3000 Evacuation alerts 

 

• Regional District Kootenay Boundary/Grand Forks 

• 1390 Ordered Evacuation 
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Impact on Responders 
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Impact on Responders 

Park Rill 
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Impact on Responders 

Twin Lakes 
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Impact on Responders 

Green Lake 
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Impact on Responders 

Conifryd and Spotted 
Lake 
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Similkameen 
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Impact on Responders 
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Impact on Responders 
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Impact on Responders 
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Osoyoos 
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Impact on Responders 
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Grand Forks 
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Impact on Responders 
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Local Impact on People 
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Impact on Responders 
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Impact on Responders 
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Impact on Responders 
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Local Impact on People – Grand Forks 



 



Red Dragon  
Consulting  

Thoughts 



• Priority 1: Understanding disaster risk  

• Priority 2: Strengthening disaster risk governance 

• to manage disaster risk  

• Priority 3: Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience  

• Priority 4: Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response and to 
“Build Back Better” in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction. 

 

To plan for change tomorrow, we need to mitigate and build resilience in all that we 
do today.  

If you are not prepared, we are not prepared. 
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Sendai Framework 



• Reflection 

• Imitation 

• Experience 

 

To plan for change tomorrow, we need to mitigate and build 
resilience in all that we do today.  

If you are not prepared, we are not prepared. 
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Three methods to gain wisdom: 
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Building human resilience 

• Understanding Risk 

• Being Prepared 

• Assessment and need 

• Work in teams not alone 

• Limit hours worked 

 

• Recognise stress, adopt coping techniques 

• Needs of victims verses needs of responder 

• There are other people who can help in the response 

• Communication 

• Together  

• Assessment and need 

• Take breaks 

• Make the best contribution 
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Human Impact 

Responder  

• Burnout  

• Inability to recruit   

• Nothing you can do will help 

• You are not doing your job well 

• Overwhelmed and extreme 
exhaustion 

• Stress and frustration 

• Reliance on coping mechanism 
 

 

People 

• Affected residents not receiving 
service 

• Who will help me 
• A feeling of being lost 
• Nobody listens 
• Financial/security loss  
• Lost personal belongings 
• Short and long term traumatic 

impact 
 


